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Executive Summary

The City of Ballarat commissioned Dr David Rowe of Authentic Heritage Services Pty
Ltd in February 2015 to prepare a heritage assessment of the St. Patrick’s Presbytery,
O’Collins Hall and Diocesan Centre at the St. Patrick’s Roman Catholic Cathedral site, 3
Lyons Street, Ballarat. These buildings are currently included within a heritage overlay
(HO85), but there is no listing in the Schedule to the Heritage Overlay in support of
HOS85.

The Fabric

St. Patrick’s Presbytery

St. Patrick’s Presbytery, Lyons Street, was built in 1903 to a design by the prolific
architectural firm of Melbourne, Reed, Smart and Tappin. The two storey face red
brick building with a slate roof was designed in an idiosyncratic, eclectic Federation
Jacobean and Elizabethan Revival style, having picturesque steeply-pitched and
parapeted gabled roof forms, the front being especially characterised by a corner
faceted bay (with conical roof) and return verandah and balcony. This verandah and
balcony is supported by round brick piers and squat, hollow terra-cotta columns filled
with concrete. It has Gothic-inspired metal valances and balustrades. The Presbytery
was considered to be ‘one of the most commodious and imposing edifices in the city.’

St. Patrick’s Presbytery is considered to have potential historic, aesthetic, scientific and
social significance at a State level for the following reasons:

e The Presbytery has enduring historical associations as the residence of St.
Patrick’s Cathedral clergy and as the administrative headquarters of the
cathedral and the Catholic Diocese of Ballarat, and with the prolific architects,
Reed, Smart and Tappin;

e The Presbytery is a predominantly intact, substantial and rare example of an
eclectic Federation Jacobean and Elizabethan Revival styled mansion house in
Ballarat and regional Victoria. It is directly comparable to the large rural
mansion, Burnewang, Campaspe Shire, built in 1901-02 to a design by Reed,
Smart and Tappin, with the presbytery being more flamboyant;

e The design and construction of the squat, hollow terra cotta balcony columns
filled with concrete is a surviving early and unusual example in Victoria.
These columns were first employed at Burnewang;

e The Presbytery is recognised for its long serving function as a residence of the
Cathedral clergy and as the administrative headquarters of the Diocese of
Ballarat.

O’Collins Hall

O’Collins Hall, Dawson Street, was built in 1912-13 to a design by the local
architectural firm of Ballarat, Clegg and Miller, as an adjunct to the adjoining St.
Patrick’s Hall built in 1900 to a design by the same architects. The original purpose of
the building was to provide supper room, kitchen, lavatory, lounge and dressing room
accommodation. The elongated, gabled and parapeted face brick building was
designed in a rudimentary Federation Gothic style, the front wing having paired timber

Dr David Rowe: Authentic Heritage Services Pty Ltd & Wendy Jacobs: Architect & Heritage Consultant ii
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framed hopper sash windows with rendered lintels and sills, with a blind pointed arch
above constructed in rendered brick voussoirs. There are paired lancet ventilators in
the gable end. Similar minor parapeted gables are situated on the north side and are
reached by a flight of steps to a pointed arched entrance opening. At the rear is a
gabled supper room wing. The building was named the O’Collins Hall in 1983, in hour
of the Most Rev. Sir James O’Collins, Bishop of Ballarat between 1941 and 1971.

O’Collins Hall is considered to have contributory historical, aesthetic and social
significance as part of St. Patrick’s Cathedral and the surrounding Sturt Street Heritage
Precinct for the following reasons:

e (O’Collins Hall has historical associations with the life and witness of the
Catholic Church in Ballarat from 1913, as the location of social gatherings,
meetings and other public events.

e (O’Collins Hall makes an aesthetic contribution to the neighbouring St. Patrick’s
Cathedral setting (as a modest and rudimentary interpretation of the
neighbouring St. Patrick’s Hall), and to the Dawson Street streetscape as part
of the Sturt Street Heritage Precinct that is defined by a diversity of building
types and styles of the 19" and early 20" centuries.

e (O’Collins Hall has social interest having been named after the Most Rev. Sir
James O’Collins in 1983, Bishop of Ballarat between 1941 and 1971.

Diocesan Centre

Fronting Dawson Street to the south of the St. Patrick’s Presbytery is a brick, two
storey Diocesan Centre with parapeted cuboid forms, narrow elevated central gabled
wing and projecting cuboid and gabled lattice screens at the front. It was built in 1983
to a design by Daryl Jackson Pty Ltd, architects of Fitzroy.

The Diocesan Centre is not considered to meet the threshold for local or contributory
significance at this stage, although it has historic and aesthetic interest as a major late
20" century development in the life of St. Patrick’s Cathedral and the Catholic Diocese
of Ballarat.

Recommendations
It is recommended that:

1. In the first instance, St. Patrick’s Presbytery and O’Collins Hall are listed in the
Schedule to the Heritage Overlay as HO85, with external paint controls
applying to both buildings. It is recommended that no internal alteration
controls or tree controls apply.

2. Under HOS85, it is recommended that the heritage status of each of the
buildings apply as follows:
e St. Patrick’s Presbytery — State significance.
e O’Collins Hall — Contributory significance.
e Diocesan Centre — No significance (architectural & historical interest
only).

Dr David Rowe: Authentic Heritage Services Pty Ltd & Wendy Jacobs: Architect & Heritage Consultant iii
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Given the findings in this report of the potential State significance of St. Patrick’s
Presbytery, consideration could be given for nominating it for inclusion on the
Victorian Heritage Register, as part of the St. Patrick’s Cathedral site (HO107). This
would require a realignment of the heritage overlay boundaries, with the potential for
the deletion of HO85, and O’Collins Hall and the Diocesan Centre to be included under
the HO167 as part of the Sturt Street Heritage Precinct. The statement of significance
for the heritage precinct should be refreshed to reflect the findings of this report for
O’Collins Hall and the Diocesan Centre. Some limited investigations were carried out
with Heritage Victoria to determine why St. Patrick’s Presbytery was not already
included on the Victorian Heritage Register. The Report to the Minister for Planning in
1993 only showed the determination of the former Historic Buildings Council not to
include the Presbytery (in excluding it from the extent of registration), but not why it
was excluded. This might suggest that it would be a challenge for the Presbytery to be
included on the Victorian Heritage Register.

Dr David Rowe: Authentic Heritage Services Pty Ltd & Wendy Jacobs: Architect & Heritage Consultant iv
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1.0
11

1.2

Introduction

Background

The City of Ballarat commissioned Dr David Rowe, Authentic Heritage Services Pty Ltd,
in February 2015 to prepare a heritage assessment of St. Patrick’s Presbytery, O’Collins
Hall and Diocesan Centre located on the site of St. Patrick’s Catholic Cathedral, Lyons
and Dawson Streets (3 Lyons Street), Ballarat. Historical research for the project has
been carried out by David Rowe and Pam Jennings, also of Authentic Heritage Services
Pty Ltd. A heritage overlay (HO85) currently applies to the site, but there is no existing
supporting basis (heritage assessment) in support of the heritage overlay.

The aim of the project has been to:

e  Provide an historical overview of the fabric currently included within HO85.

e Provide an overview of the exterior fabric of the place.

e Place the presbytery and O’Collins Hall into an historical and architectural
context.

e  Provide a statement of significance.

e  Provide recommendations for controls in the Schedule to the Heritage Overlay,
any changes to the extent of HO85 and the adjoining HO167 (Sturt Street
Heritage Precinct).

All illustrations and photographs used in this report are for research and guidance
purposes only. Any commercial reproduction of these illustrations and photos will
require Copyright clearance from the respective owners.

This report reflects the principles embodied in the Australia ICOMOS (International
Council on Monuments and Sites) Burra Charter, which is the pre-eminent
conservation document in Australia. The assessment has also been prepared with
regard to the VPP Practice Note: Applying the Heritage Overlay (Practice Note 1,
revised September 2012) (Appendix 7.1) and the heritage assessment criteria included
in this practice note. The Victorian Heritage Register Criteria and Thresholds
Guidelines (endorsed by the Heritage Council 6 December 2012) have also informed
the preparation of this assessment.

Copyright is held jointly by the City of Ballarat and the consultants. Any of the parties
has a perpetual license to use the material in this report.
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13 Existing Heritage Status
HO85
The subject site (being the western portion of the St. Patrick’s Cathedral grounds), 3
Lyons Street, has frontages to both Lyons and Dawson Streets. It is identified in the
Ordnance Maps in the Ballarat Planning Scheme as HO85, yet this heritage overlay is
not listed in the Schedule to the Heritage Overlay. There is currently no supporting
basis for HO85.

Ordnance Map, Planning Schemes online, showing the extent of HO85, March 2015.

HO107

The eastern portion of the St. Patrick’s Cathedral site is identified by HO107 in the
Schedule to the Heritage Overlay in the Planning Scheme. This part of the site is
included on the Victorian Heritage Register, identified as H997. The Report to the
Minister, including the extent of registration, is given as Appendix 7.2. The statement
of significance reads:

St Patrick's Cathedral, Ballarat built between 1857 and 1871, was based on a
design of English architect Charles Hansom, modified by local architects Dowden
and Ross and later by JB Denny who designed the eastern section. Reed, Tappin
and Smart designed the decorations for the interior in 1891.

Ballarat architects Clegg, Kell and Miller designed St Patrick's Hall which was built
by Peter Bodger in 1901.

St Patrick's Cathedral and Hall form an important ecclesiastical pair demonstrating
the particular strength of the Catholic Church in Ballarat.

St Patrick's Cathedral, built in bluestone and comprising a five bay nave with aisles
and clerestory, porches, transepts, side chapels, chancel and sacristies,
demonstrates outstanding craftsmanship particularly in the stencilled patterning
on the boarded chancel ceiling, the stone carvings by Andrea Stombucco and the

Dr David Rowe: Authentic Heritage Services Pty Ltd 2
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excellent examples of stained glass by Clayton and Bell of London, Mayer & Co of
Munich and Hardman & Co of Birmingham.

The cathedral is significant for its association with the important English architect
Charles Francis Hansom (1817-1888) who played a prominent role in the Gothic
revival of the 1840s in England. A number of his church designs were built in
Victoria, sometimes modified by local architects, including St Patrick’s Church,
Port Fairy and St Augustine’s Church, Creswick. St Patrick's Cathedral is Hansom's
largest cathedral design in Australia, apart from the Adelaide Cathedral which has
been substantially altered.

St Patrick's Cathedral is also significant for its association with the leader of the
English Gothic revival movement, Augustus Welby Pugin, through JB Denny.
Denny, who had worked with Pugin in England, was responsible for the final form
of the cathedral.

The participation of the local community in financing a church of such an
impressive scale demonstrates the importance placed in the church as a symbol
of the faith and identity of the Catholic community in Ballarat.

The cast iron gates and fence around the perimeter of the complex, designed in
an elaborate gothic style with crowned piers demonstrate outstanding
craftsmanship.

St Patrick's Hall demonstrates a notable application of decorative schemes,
particularly its highly decorated ceiling which has few parallels amongst other
church halls in Victoria.!

The extent of the registered land is shown on the following plan:

1 Taken from the Victorian Heritage Database online, March 2015.

Dr David Rowe: Authentic Heritage Services Pty Ltd 3
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Plan showing extent of registration, 9 November 1992, kindly provided by Patrick Miller, Registrar,
Heritage Victoria.

Sturt Street Heritage Precinct HO167

The St. Patrick’s Cathedral site, 3 Lyons Street, is situated within the Sturt Street
Heritage Precinct HO167 (but excluded from HO167 given that HOS85 applies). The
description and statement of significance for this precinct, as outlined in the Ballarat
Heritage Precincts — Statements of Significance 2006 reads:

Dr David Rowe: Authentic Heritage Services Pty Ltd
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The Sturt Street Precinct is characterised by a combination of substantially intact
residential buildings constructed generally from the 1870s to the 1940s, and by a
notable collection of civic and religious buildings constructed from the 1860s
onwards. The precinct is also characterised by the formal layout and mature tree
plantings of Sturt Street.

The Sturt Street precinct includes the roadway and all properties fronting Sturt Street
between Pleasant and Dawson Streets. Developments associated with St. Patrick’s
Cathedral complex (Hall and Presbytery), St. Andrew’s Uniting Church (hall and
gardens) and the Ballarat Base Hospital are also included.

The Sturt Street precinct extends from Dawson Street to Pleasant Street and
includes the roadway and all the properties fronting Sturt Street.

Sturt Street was known as Raglan Road and was primarily part of the three chain stock
route between Geelong and Adelaide. Development commenced in the precinct
after the first survey undertaken in 1852, which laid out Sturt Street as a cross
over street. It is possible that the street was named after Evelyn Pitfield Shirley

Sturt, brother of Charles Sturt.

By the end of the 1850’s Sturt Street began to compete with Main Road for business
importance and work began to improve the visual state of the streetscape. A dual
roadway was developed with a central mudbank. The mudbank was planted with
Tasmanian Bluegums grown from seed given to the City by Baron von Mueller.
However, after complaints from shopkeepers that the trees shaded their shops in
winter, the gums were replanted with elms and oaks. The median strip continues to
feature mature trees and landscaping and is still used for recreation and
commemorative events.

The precinct shows the consolidation of the township from the centre of the city
towards west Ballarat and the important role Sturt street played in the commercial,
civic, medical, religious and cultural life of Ballarat.

The precinct is architecturally important as it contains many original Victorian and
Federation civic, commercial and residential buildings. These include the key landmark
buildings such as the St Patrick’s and St Andrew’s Cathedrals and their associated
buildings, Ballarat Fire Station, Ballarat Base Hospital and three doctors residences at
704, 708 and 802 Sturt Street. Other visual features are the gracious boulevard form
of Sturt Street with its landscaped gardens and mature trees, the memorials and
sculptures and the unobstructed views between the street and the abutting
buildings.

The precinct also retains the early bluestone gutters and kerbing.

Typically, buildings are generally two storey, although some residences are 1 — 1 %
story, are either brick or horizontal weatherboard, with verandahs or articulated
facades, hipped and /or gabled roofs. Buildings also show substantial architectural
decorative detailing and the commercial and some residential buildings are built onto
the street frontage.

Dr David Rowe: Authentic Heritage Services Pty Ltd 5
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STURT STREET HERITAGE PRECINCT STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Sturt Street Precinct is historically significant at a LOCAL level. (AHC criteria
A3,4and H.1).

(a) the place's importance in the course, or pattern, of Australia's natural or
cultural history;

(a3) importance in exhibiting unusual richness or diversity of built landscapes and
cultural features;

(a4) & (h1) importance for association with events, developments, cultural phases
and individuals which have had a significant role in the human occupation and
evolution of the region.

The Precinct, which mainly focuses on Sturt Street boulevard, is important for its
association with William S. Urquhart, the Assistant Colonial Governor Surveyor at the
time in 1851, and is an excellent example of the lasting influence of his work. It is
historically important for its major contribution to the unified character of
Ballarat’s urban design that still retains the harmony of its foundation years.

The Precinct is historically important as it shows evidence of the creation of a grand
elegant boulevard in the European tradition, within a rectilinear street layout pattern
based on hierarchy and axial ordering, a neoclassical planning overlay on a once
chaotic gold mining district. The geometric hierarchy was established by
predetermined fixed street widths and block sizes that determined the length
of streets and scale of intersections that allowed the character of each
neighbourhood to change, whilst retaining the visual coherence of the whole.

The Precinct is historically important as it demonstrates the particular social structure
of Ballarat during the 19" century which was conducive to a universally admired
aesthetic. Sturt Street with its counterpart Victoria Street in East Ballarat, part of the
former cattle stock route between Geelong and Adelaide, are the only surveyed
roads in Ballarat that were substantially wider and longer than other streets. It was
one of the earliest roads to have been surveyed in Ballarat and is important as the
central spine of Urquhart’s city plan. The Sturt Street boulevard is the focus of city
design in this area as the formal western gateway to the centre of the city, and to the
east, it links with the commemorative Ballarat Avenue of Honour, where between
1917-1921, over 3,000 trees were planted along the Western Highway for 22km.

The grandeur and scale of Sturt Street moderates the form and structure of the
Precinct and provides the setting for many prestigious churches and institutions in
the city. In this section of Sturt Street corner sites were reserved for important public
buildings. There are three significant early churches of the Catholic, Anglican and
Presbyterian faiths, which together with the Ballarat hospital and Fire Station have
become hallmark features of the Ballarat vistas and skyline. The residential buildings
and two-storey shops demonstrate the development of larger professional and
commercial families’ houses in the more prosperous western area of Ballarat.

The Sturt Street Heritage Precinct is aesthetically and architecturally significant at a
LOCAL level (AHC criteria D.2, E.1, F).

(d) its importance in demonstrating the principal characteristics of: (i) a class of
Australia’s Cultural places; or (ii) a class of Australia’s cultural environments
(including way of life, custom, process, land-use, function, design or technique;.

(e) its importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics valued by a
community or cultural group;

Dr David Rowe: Authentic Heritage Services Pty Ltd 6
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(f) its importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative design or artistic
excellence, or technical achievement at a particular period.

The Precinct is aesthetically and architecturally significant as a fine example of broad
historical townscape founded in 1850s, the product of a European city building
tradition. It demonstrates many original and intact urban design and fine architectural
qualities associated with the ecclesiastical, civic, commercial and residential
development of the Ballarat township between the 1850s and early 1900s.

These important aesthetic and architectural qualities include but are not limited to
many local landmarks, such as ecclesiastical and civic buildings and their individual
precincts as well as an outstanding collection of residences. Particularly significant
examples include a remarkable group of churches. These are the eclectic English
Gothic styled former Congregational Church on the corner Dawson and Mair Street,
designed by local architects Caselli and Figgis (1881) and Molloy and Chandler
(1906 rear additions), the English Norman styled St Andrew Kirk corner Sturt and
Dawson Streets designed by local architects C.D. Cuthbert (nave 1862-64), C.D.Figgis
(spire 1884) Figgis and Molloy (transept 1889), the English Gothic styled Roman
Catholic St Patrick’s Cathedral located on the opposite corner of Sturt Street, designed
by English architects Hansom brothers (1857 and modified by local architects Shaw
and Dowden (1857) J.B. Denny (1870) and Melbourne architects Reed Smart and
Tappin (1891) as well as their associated collection of buildings, specifically St
Patrick’s Hall and Presbytery, the individual church precincts and fencing, the former
Baptist Church at 3 Dawson Street designed by local architect J. A. Donne (1866-67)
and the Lutheran Church and Manse located at 206 Doveton Street and the Manse
at 105 Eyre Street designed by C.D. Figgis as well as architect F. Poeppel (1868-1876).
These European styled ecclesiastical buildings with their tall towers dominate the area
and form an impressive church precinct of great architectural and heritage visual
importance to the city of Ballarat. Other landmark buildings which have
considerable architectural and aesthetic significance include the bluestone two-storey
Ballarat City Fire Station with its lookout tower located at 702 Sturt Street designed
by H.R. Figgis in 1859, as well as the elegant neo-classic residences at 18-20 Lyons
Street, which is important as one of the largest and most consistent Renaissance

revival terraces in the State. In addition at 606-608 Sturt Street the 19th century neo-

classic town house is an excellent example of the Grecian revival style. Further
outstanding ltalianate style residences are located at 704 Sturt Street which forms part
of an important group of doctor’s houses, amongst others.

The Precinct is architecturally important for its range of fine examples of Victorian and
Federation styled buildings displaying many eclectic architectural motifs such as
Jacobean, Gothic and Tudor detailing. The residential and commercial buildings are
generally one to two storeys, with civic buildings contrasting in height and scale. The
main civic buildings are unique in design and scale but are consistent in their use of
stone for construction.

With respect to the gracious Sturt Street boulevard layout and landscaped central
median strip with memorial, fountain and statues the landscape setting contributes to
the overall architectural qualities of the streetscape, and demonstrates important
aesthetic visual qualities that reflect the historical, cultural and architectural
development of the Precinct, and contribute to the historic context of Ballarat.

The Sturt Street Precinct is scientifically significant at a LOCAL level (AHC criteria
C.2).

Dr David Rowe: Authentic Heritage Services Pty Ltd 7
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(c) its potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of
Australia’s natural or cultural history.

The Precinct is of importance for contributing to the history of infrastructure
development in Ballarat West, identified by intact bluestone kerbs and gutters and
cast iron drinking fountain.

The Sturt Street Precinct is socially significant at a LOCAL level (AHC criteria G.1).

(g) the place's strong or special association with a particular community or cultural
group for social, cultural or spiritual reasons.

Sturt Street is recognized and highly valued by the community for religious, civic,
commercial, commemorative, and cultural reasons.

Dr David Rowe: Authentic Heritage Services Pty Ltd 8
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The following history has been prepared to give a context for the design and
construction of St. Patrick’s Presbytery, O’Collins Hall and the Diocesan Centre as part
of the evolution and development of the St. Patrick’s Cathedral site. Based on the
Ballarat Heritage Study Stage 2 Thematic History (vol.1) prepared by Hansen
Partnership Pty Ltd in association with Wendy Jacobs, Architect and Heritage
Consultant, and Dr Jan Penney of Naga Services (July 2003), the following historic

e Theme 6.1: Forming associations, libraries & institutes for self-education.
e Theme 8.1: Organising recreation.

The Gold Rush & Catholic Beginnings in Ballarat

In August 1851, gold was discovered at Ballarat which resulted in thousands of
fortune-seeking diggers converging on the former pastoral run of the Yuille cousins
which they established in 1838.2 The gold strikes first occurred at Golden Point.
According to early historian, W.B. Withers, who arrived in the area in November 1852:

By the time the first week was over there had gathered near 100 diggers at the
Point [nearby Golden Point], the riches unearthed there quickly attracting not
only all the other prospectors, but setting the colony on fire with excitement from
end to end. The quiet Ballarat sheep run, with its grassy slopes and shadowy
glades, and its green valley where the Yarrowee poured its limpid waters, became
suddenly transformed by the wand of an enchanter .. The axe of the digger
quickly made inroads upon the forest all round; the green banks of the Yarrowee
were lined with tubs and cradles, its clear water were changed to liquid, yellow as
the yellowest Tiber flood, and its banks grew to be long shoals of tailings.3

It was only two months after the discovery of gold in Ballarat in October 1851 when
Father Patrick Dunne celebrated the first open air Mass ‘for a congregation of about
three hundred raw-boned diggers.”* He had followed his congregation and the wagon
trail through Bacchus Marsh. According to A History of the Catholic Church in Victoria:

He [Dunne] lived in a calico tent with a dirt floor; the only bed was a sheet of bark
and a blanket; like the other goldfields people, he had to fill his water bottles at
six in the morning, before it became muddied by the workings. On Sundays he
celebrated Mass in the tent, with hundreds of rough, red-shirted, long-bearded
diggers kneeling outside the tent in the open air. Their first pastor paid his
people this tribute: “The ten thousand people of Ballarat, during the first two or
three months after the discovery of gold, were, almost without exception, as
intelligent, orderly, and respectable a body men as you would meet in any part of

R.V. Billis and A S Kenyon, Pastoral Pioneers of Port Phillip, 2nd edn., Stockland Press Pty Ltd, 1974, p. 164.
W.B. Withers, History of Ballarat, F.W. Niven & Co., Ballarat, facs. edn., Queensberry Hill Press, Carlton,

People of Golden Faith, Windows into St. Alipius: A History 1853-1993, St. Alipius Church, Ballarat, 1993,

2.0 Historical Overview
2.1 Introduction

themes are applicable:

e Theme 8.6: Worshipping.
2.2
the world”.”

2
3

1980, pp.22-23.
4

p.2.
5

D.F. Bourke, A History of the Catholic Church in Victoria, Catholic Bishops of Victoria, Melbourne, March
1988, pp.31-32.

Dr David Rowe: Authentic Heritage Services Pty Ltd
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In November 1852, Father Dunne was replaced by Rev. Matthew Downing who
became Ballarat’s first resident Priest. He apparently claimed the first Mass site at
Brown Hill,° ‘on a piece of rising ground near the spot where the road to the Gong-
Gong crosses the creek.”” A large Catholic population camped in the vicinity, ‘the
Brown Hill and Little Bendigo diggings being then in their prime.’”® Downing’s first
church was described by M.C. Carey in the St. Patrick’s Magazine (1908) as follows:

... a little church was built of slabs and canvas and roofed with bark stripped for
him by the blacks. The altar and its surroundings were of the most primitive
character, little stakes fixed in the ground being freely used. A small tent stood
near which served as his abode. Here also he used to hear confessions.’

Importantly, it was also in 1852 when the Ballarat district was made a Parish.’® The
following year, 1853, Father Downing relocated his little building to a new site further
westwards,ll the site of St. Alipius Catholic Church, Victoria Street, today.

2.3 Development of St. Patrick’s Cathedral
In 1853, Father Downing selected the two acre site comprising allotments 1-6 and 19-
20 of Section 18 in the Town of Ballaarat for Roman Catholic Church purposes.’? It was
temporarily reserved in 1855." Bound on the east side by Dawson Street and by Lyons
Street to the west, a meeting of Roman Catholics was held at Bakery Hill ‘for the
purpose of appointing a committee to carry out the purpose of providing for the
erection of a Church on the reserve at the corner of Sturt and Dawson-streets, Ballarat
West.”"
Soon after, an ambitious Decorated Gothic design was prepared by the eminent
English Gothic Revival architect, Charles Hansom and altered by Shaw and Dowden,
architects of Geelong.”> They decreased the length of the nave by one bay.® On 7
February 1858, the foundation stone for the new Catholic Church was laid, with
construction having commenced by the contractor, Alexander Kerr.'” The Star
newspaper gave an explanation of the proposed building:
The projected church will be by far the finest building yet projected on Ballarat.
The plans are remarkable for their simple beauty of outline and excellence of
detail. They were originally designed by Mr Hansom, of Clifton, England, and
6 People of Golden Faith, p.2.
7 M.C. Carey in ‘The Church in Ballarat: St. Alipius’ in St. Patrick’s Magazine, 1908 p.27, in the Diocese of
Ballarat Historical Commission archives.
8 Ibid.
9 Ibid.
10 People of Golden Faith, p.2.
11 Carey, op.cit.
12 History of St. Patrick’s Cathedral, Catholic Diocese of Ballarat online, March 2015, at
http://www.ballarat.catholic.org.au/aboutus/default.cfm?loadref=9
13 Ibid. The land was permanently reserved in 1862. See Victoria Government Gazette, 19 December 1862,
p.2612.
14 The Star (Ballarat), 23 November 1857, p.3.
15 Ibid., 8 February 1858, p.2.
16 B. Andrews, ‘The English Benedictine Connection — The Works of Charles Hansom in Australia’ in Journal
of the Society of Architectural Historians, Australia & New Zealand, vol.1 December 1989, p.52.
17 The Star, 8 February 1858, p.2.
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being placed in the hands of Messrs Shaw & Dowden, of Geelong, have been
reduced to colonial means and appliances. The style is that of the decorated
periods of Gothic architecture, and the cruciform style has been adhered to.”®

The first stage of the building comprising the nave and aisles was subsequently
completed in 1863 after several delays. According to The Star:

As St. Patrick’s Roman Catholic Church is by far the most important effort in
ecclesiastical architecture which has yet been attempted in the Ballarat district,
we deem it necessary to possess our distant readers with a somewhat lengthened
account of its history and characteristics. The building was commenced some
two or three years ago, but from one cause and another the works were delayed
from time to time, and more has been done within the last three months than
during any former period of double that duration. One of the causes of delay was
the necessity of an alteration of the original design and a change in some of the
materials used. These alterations and the general architectural superintendence
of the erection have been effected by Mr J.B. Denny, who was one of the staff of
the late eminent ecclesiastical architect, Mr Pugin.19

The location of the church in the north-east corner of the site was shown in Brache’s
Mining Map of Ballarat of 1861 (Figure 1):

R

N L/

4~

Figure 1: J. Brache, ‘Ballaarat Gold Field No.1’, mining map, Mines Department, 21 October 1861,
Source: State Library of Victoria.

The eastern parts of the building commenced in 1869 (and were completed in 1871) to
a design by the architect, J.B. Denny.?’ This included the transepts, side chapels,

18 Ibid.
19 Ibid., 24 November 1863, p.1S.
20 Building Times, 19 November 1869, State Library of Victoria.
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chapel and sacristy, but not the towering spire as shown a sketch of the edifice (Figure
2):

Figure 2: Drawing of St. Patrick’s Catholic Church, Ballarat, A. Deutsch, C., aIIarat, n.d.
Source: Sovereign Hill & Gold Museum, Ballarat Historical Society collection, image 81-80.

It appears that an ornamental cast iron fence was erected at this time on the Sturt,
Lyons and Dawson Street boundaries.”*

Further improvements were made in 1891 with the re-slating of the roof of the original
portion of the church, and interior decoration to the designs of the architectural firm
of Reed, Smart and Tappin.2 The Advocate gave the following account of the
impending work in July 1891:

A tender has been accepted (his Lordship said) for decorating and painting in oil
the interior of the church according to the design of Messrs. Reed, Tappin and
Smart, architects. These designs are very beautiful and artistic, and will be in
keeping with the church. A tender was also accepted for re-slating a portion of
that part of the building that was first erected. Handsome new tiles, which are
being imported from an eminent house in Austria, are expected to arrive daily.
These will replace the old ones, which are somewhat worn out.®

21

22
23

The fence had been erected before 1881 as it was repaired at this time. See The Advocate, 8 October
1881, p.16.

Ibid., 25 July 1891, p.16.

Ibid.
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24
24.1

St. Patrick’s Hall & Supper Room Annexe (O’Collins Hall)

Building St. Patrick’s Hall

In June 1891, the Bishop of Ballarat, the Rev. Dr. James Moore, purchased the property
of John Whelan which adjoined the southern boundary of the Cathedral site for the
purposes of erecting a presbytery and hall.?* The cost of £3000 was borne by the
Bishop (£500), Martin Loughlin (£500) and James Coghlan (£500), with a subscription
established to raise the balance.”” A meeting had been called for the establishment of
a building committee, the reason and purpose of the proposed hall being described in
The Advocate:

The Bishop presided on last Monday evening at a meeting of the Catholics of
Ballarat in the library of St. Patrick’s. His Lordship explained that he had called
them together to inform them what steps he had taken towards providing a
presbytery and a Catholic hall. ... A Catholic hall, where priests and people could
meet together was also very much required. A building committee was
afterwards appointed, the Bishop to be chairman, and the Rev. Dr. Delany
secretary. His Lordship the Bishop and Mr. M. Louglin were appointed
treasurers.”®

The architectural firm of Reed, Smart and Tappin had been engaged to prepare the
design of the new hall. They were completed by July 1891, The Advocate giving an
outline of the proposed building:

Plans have also been submitted by the same firm of architects [Reed Smart and
Tappin] for a Catholic Hall to be erected on the same allotment as the new
presbytery, next the Cathedral. The design is suitable; the front elevation being a
handsome one. Provision is made for a large hall to hold from 1000 to 1500
people, and there will, in addition, be a number of rooms for various purposes for
the use of the Catholic societies that may require them.”’

Financial constraints rather than enthusiasm halted the progress of the hall beyond
the planning stage.”® In 1898, the Catholic Young Men’s Society lobbied the Bishop to
‘commence the erection of a Catholic Hall, a work that would be a distinct advantage,
not only to the Ballarat Young Men’s Society, but to all the branches throughout the
diocese.”

Two years later in January 1900, Bishop Moore held a meeting to where he spoke of
the need for a hall.*® Given the prohibitive expense of the original design proposal, the
local architects, Clegg, Kell and Miller were engaged to prepare a new concept.’! The
new building was to be situated on the eastern portion of the land acquired in 1891,
having a frontage to Dawson Street. The Federation Elizabethan Revival styled brick
building featured an elevated, principal hipped roof form (comprising the hall) at the

24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31

Ibid., 20 June 1891, p.17.

Ibid.

Ibid.

Ibid., 25 July 1891, p.16.

W. Ebsworth, Pioneer Catholic Victoria, The Polding Press, Melbourne, 1973, p.271.

The Advocate, 19 November 1898, p.17.

Ebsworth, op.cit.

Clegg, Kell & Miller, Architects, Lydiard Street, Ballarat, to J.W. Colville, Secretary, Board of Public Health,
19 July 1900, VPRS 7882/P1 Unit 408, Public Record Office Victoria (PROV).
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rear (west) with a stage and dressing rooms and a double gabled front (east) bay to
accommodate meeting and reading rooms, stair hall and lavatories on the ground
floor, and billiard, card and smoking rooms on the first floor (Figures 3-4). Access was
from a side entrance on the front facade. Externally, the elevations were to be
composed of bays surmounted by gabled parapets and punctuated by pointed-arched
window and door openings accentuated by cement dressings.

- - —— RCHA Ballresl ———— R |

Figure 3: Clegg, Kell & Mlller Plan & Sectlon Drawmgs Roman Cathollc HaII Ballarat, 1900.
_Source. St. Patrick’s Cathedral archives (copies), originals held in the Vernon collection, Ballarat.
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Figure 4: Clegg, Kell & Miller, Elevation Drawings, Rorhan Catholic Hall, Ballarat, 1900.
Source: St. Patrick’s Cathedral archives (copies), originals held in the Vernon collection, Ballarat.
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Tenders were called and a building permit sought in May 1900.%* Anticipated to cost
£5000-£6000, Peter Rodger of Williamstown, was the successful contractor.*
Construction works commenced in early June with the foundations in progress,
enabling an appreciation of the proportions of the structure.®

On 19 August 1900, the foundation stone for St. Patrick’s Hall was laid by the
Archbishop of Melbourne. He outlined the high expectations that the new building
would have in serving the Diocese of Ballarat:

... His Grace said they were about to perform the ceremony of consecrating a hall
which promised to be an ornament to the city and he was assured that this hall
would be a power for good. The various Catholic literary societies and the
sodalities would meet there, and it would be a standing monument to the faith
and piety of the Catholic people of Ballarat, who had not only made great
sacrifices in erecting it, but had also done wisely and well in erecting a building
that would do much to advance the cause of their religion in Ballarat. There
would be meetings of the young and old there, and it would be a power also in an
intellectual sense. The greater part of our instruction comes not from books, but
from, communication with our fellow man, and the presence of such a hall would
give an impetus to the exchange of literary and intellectual thought. Finally, it
would be a place of social gatherings. In these days there was a tendency for
young people to break loose from paternal control and seek pursuits other than
those of an intellectual nature; but in this hall there would be a theatre, a
gymnasium, a library, and every inducement to bring in the youth of the city. It
was one thing that the Catholics of Melbourne desired. ... In the new hall they
would have not only a primary, but a secondary school; and not only a secondary
school, but a college — an educational establishment that would be one of the
foremost, one of the most useful, and one of the most noble institutions in the
great and noble city of Ballarat.®

Twelve months later in late June 1901, St. Patrick’s Hall was almost completed. The
Advocate gave a detailed description of what was proposed to be ‘one of the finest
buildings in Ballarat’:

The building will be altogether out of the contractor’s hands in the course of the
ensuing week. It is situated in Dawson-street, adjacent to the Cathedral, and has
been so arranged that the architecture of the building (being early English Gothic)
will harmonise with the Cathedral. The immediate front of the building, which is
two stories, is to be utilised by the Catholic young men as a club rooms. These
consist of: - Ground floor — Staircase hall, 30ft. x 16ft.; reading room, 30ft. x 20 ft.;
meeting room, 30ft. x 20ft.; locker room, 18ft. x 6ft., with lavatories attached.
And on the first floor — Billiard-room, 30ft. x. 20ft.; club and card rooms, 30ft. x
20ft.; smoking-room, 18ft. x 16ft. The main hall is at the rear of the club rooms,
and the walls are equal in height to that of the two-story portion, the roof lines
thus being continuous. The main hall is 125ft. long x 55fdt. Wide; a more
adequate idea of its size may be conceived when it is compared with other public
buildings. It is stated that the floor area is over 1000 square feet — more than

32
33
34
35

Ballarat Building Permit Books Database, 31 May 1900, Statutory Planning Department, City of Ballarat.
The Advocate, 12 May 1900, p.10 & 29 June 1901, p.12.

Ibid., 9 June 1900, p.9.

Ibid., 18 August 1900, p.9.
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that of Her Majesty’s Theatre, Ballarat, the largest hall in the city. The treatment
of the building internally is in keeping with the external design, the most striking
feature being the splendid fibrous plaster ceiling from special designs of the
architects and erected by Messrs. Wardrop and Scurry, of North Melbourne. The
building has been so arranged that a proscenium and dress-room can be added at
some future time. The building is an undoubted architectural ornament to the
city, and worthy of the firm of Messrs. Cliff [sic — Clegg], Kell, and Miller, the
architects, who prepared the designs and supervised the work to completion.
Mr. Peter Rodger, of Williamstown, was the contractor.*®

While the bulk of the original design was constructed (Figure 6), adjustments were
made to the stage at the west end. It was reduced in size and ‘small temporary
partitions of lath and plaster’ were constructed ‘at each end of the platform to act as
changing rooms’ (Figure 5)*
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Figure 5: Clegg, Kell & Miller, Floor Plans showing revised stage design, 10 September 1900.
Source: St. Patrick’s Hall public building file, VPRS 74882/P1 Unit 408 PROV.

36 Ibid., 29 June 1901, p.12.
37 Arthur Farrer, City Surveyor, City of Ballaarat, Memorandum, 6 September 1901, VPRS 7882/P1 Unit 408
PROV.
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2.4.2

St. Patrick's Hall, Ballarat

Figure 6: St. Patrick’s Hall, Dawson Str:aet, n.d.‘ [‘c.-1908]'.
Source: Sovereign Hill & Gold Museum, Ballarat post cards book, image 3-83-22521.

Building O’Collins Hall

In 1910, the Roman Catholic Trusts Corporation purchased the adjoining property
comprising allotment 8A (8 Dawson Street) from Henry Phillip Seibert, a baker who
then resided at 10 Adair Street, Ballarat.®® The purpose of the acquisition of the
property was to enable an annexe to St. Patrick’s Hall to be constructed on the south
side. The architects Clegg and Miller were engaged to design the building.>® The
contextually modest brick building was to feature an elongated, parapeted gable roof
form punctuated by modest hipped roof faces to the eastern end of the main supper
room towards the rear (west of the building) and western end of the front bay
(comprising a dressing room, office and entrance porch) (Figures 7-8). A lower-roofed
portion between these bays was to accommodate a lounge, dressing room and
lavatories. At the rear of the supper room was to be a skillion-roofed kitchen and
scullery. The building was to be connected to St. Patrick’s Hall by two narrow covered
ways, with a courtyard between.

38
39

Certificates of Title, vol. 1395, fol. 725 & vol. 3460 fol. 984.
See Kell & Miller, Architects, Supper Room Annexe, St. Patrick’s Hall, plan, section and elevation drawings,
1912, Vernon collection, Ballarat.
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Figure 7: Clegg & Miller, Plan & Section Drawings for Proposed Supper Room Annexe, St. Patrick’s Hall,

1912. Source: Vernon collection, Ballarat.
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Figure 8: Clegg & Miller, Elevation Drawings for Proposed Supper Room Annexe, St. Patrick’s Hall, 1912.
Source: Vernon collection, Ballarat.

A building permit for the construction of the supper room annexe was sought by the
architects on 6 January 1912.*° Anticipated to cost £2000,*" construction was carried
out by G. Ludbrook and Son and works progressed throughout 1912. The building
(Figure 9) was completed in early 1913 and The Advocate gave the following report:

St. Patrick’s Hall has just recently been fitted up with an up-to-date supper room,
kitchen, and ladies’ and gentlemen’s rooms, and is now one of the most up to
date of its kind in the city. It presented a very animated appearance last week,
when a fair was held to raise funds for the Choral Society, who intend visiting
New South Wales shortly to compete at a musical competition. The stallholder
and assistants had a most busy week of it, and a substantial sum was realised.

40 Ballarat Building Permit Books Database, 6 January 1912, op.cit.
41 The Advocate, 6 July 1912, p.24.
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Figure 9: C. Pratt, Aerial image of Ballarat showing the supper room annexe (circled), St. Patrick’s Hall & St.
Patrick’s Cathedral, c.1925-40.
Source: La Trobe Picture Collection, State Library of Victoria, accession no. H91.160/1679. .

Improvements were made to St. Patrick’s Hall and the supper room annexe in 1937. A
description of the works was outlined in The Advocate:

During recent weeks, St. Patrick’s Hall, Dawson-street, has been undergoing
renovations, and when the work is completed the hall will be one of the best in
the State. The large dancing floor, 85 feet by 55 feet, has been reconditioned by
the process that is termed electric sanding. It has been electrically polished, the
result being a glass-like surface. In the card room new tables have been provided,
with comfortable seating accommodation for players. Many improvements have
been made in the supper room, where the ladies’ committee have been supplied
with modern up-to-date equipment. A series of other improvements is in
contemplation, and it is the desire of the hall committee to make the hall
irresistably attractive to patrons of the many entertainments held there.

It might also have been at this time when a solid rendered brick wall with a face brick
capping®® was removed and a new low front fence with brick plinth and piers, and
open steel trussed bays was constructed.

Several years later in 1962, the architect, Reginald Appleford, designed skillion
additions at the rear of the building to accommodate a new kitchen, servery and
property room.** Further renovations were carried out in 1982-83 to the designs by
Daryl Jackson Pty Ltd, architects of Fitzroy.* The interior finishes were refurbished
and alterations were made to the toilets and electrical services, and new gas heaters
were installed. The covered way links between the supper room and the hall were
replaced with new structures.”® In March 2015, works commenced in adapting the
interior of the supper room annex into offices.”’

42
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47

Ibid., 8 April 1937, p.25.

This front wall is shown in Figure 6, dated c.1908.

Reg. W. Appleford, Architect, Plan & Section AA Drawing — Electrical Plan, 1962, VPRS 7882/P1 Unit 408
PROV.

‘New Diocesan Offices Opened’ in The Courier (Ballarat), 29 March 1982, newspaper clipping in St.
Patrick’s Cathedral archives, Ballarat.

Daryl Jackson Pty Ltd, Specification for Renovation Works to the Small Hall at St. Patrick’s Cathedral and
Diocesan Precinct, Ballarat, 21 September 1981, VPRS 7882/P1 Unit 408 PROV.

Michael Taffe, archivist, St. Patrick’s Cathedral, Ballarat, comment to the author, 18 March 2015.
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243

2.5
2.5.1

St. Patrick’s Hall & O’Collins Hall: A Social & Educational Centre

In 1900, Bishop Moore anticipated that St. Patrick’s Hall would be a place where ‘the
various Catholic societies could hold their meetings, and the people have their social
gatherings, where the Bishop and clergy and laity would become better acquainted
with one another.”*® Since the opening of the hall in 1901, and the completion of the
supper room annexe in 1913, these buildings have met their anticipated uses as a
centre for organized social and recreational activities and education. The hall was the
location of annual speech days of St. Patrick’s College in the early years of the 20"
century.” Both buildings have hosted public meetings, meetings for organized groups
including the Lady Hibernians, Catholic Young Men’s Society, Campion Society, and for
balls and dances.”® Of the latter, G.D. Trekardo held dance classes for beginners in
1918.>" In 1937, a new library was opened by Bishop Foley and with 50 subscribers
enrolled in the first week, it promised ‘to become one of the most popular and
valuable features of Catholic parish life in Ballarat.”>

In 1983, the supper room annexe was named O’Collins Hall in honour of the Bishop of
Ballarat between 1941 and 1971, the Most Rev. Sir James O’Collins.>?

St. Patrick’s Presbytery

Residences of the Catholic Clergy in the 19" Century

The first permanent Roman Catholic presbytery at Ballarat was built in 1857 at Bakery
Hill.>* It was not only the accommodation for the incumbent priest, the Rev. P.
Madden, but was the location of church administration and meetings.55 In 1859, The
Star newspaper reported on the imminent construction of a ‘neatly designed Gothic
presbytery on the east side of the church’ at Bakery Hill.*® This presbytery was
situated next to St. Alipius Church in Victoria Street, Ballarat East, and was designed by
Henry Caselli, architect.”’

At St. Patrick’s in 1869, an imposing Victorian Tudor Revival styled presbytery was
proposed to project from the southern side of the cathedral as part of a design by J.B.
Denny (Figure 10).>® Although the design was considered ‘most suitable for domestic

buildings’,”® the proposal never proceeded.
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The Advocate, 9 June 1900, p.9.

See for example, The Advocate, 23 December 1905.

Ibid., 20 January 1912, Tribune, 20 March 1916, p.1 & 14 September 1916, & Ballarat Star, 4 August 1917.
Ballarat Star, 23 March 1918.

The Advocate, 2 December 1937, p.26.

P.C. Naughtin, St. Patrick’s College, Ballarat; History and Heritage 1893-1993, p.160 & Ballarat Courier,
op.cit.

People of Golden Faith, op.cit., p.3.

Ibid. & The Star, 23 November 1857, p.3.

Ibid., 13 June 1869, p.2.

Ibid.

Building Times, 19 November 1869, State Library of Victoria.

Ibid.
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Figure 10: J.B. Denny, Sketch of St. Patrick’s Church and Presbytery, Ballarat, 1869.
Source: St. Patrick’s Cathedral archives, Ballarat.

With the creation of the Diocese of Ballarat in 1873 and the consecration of the Right
Rev. Michael O’Connor, D.D. as Bishop in 1874, he took up temporary residency at St.
Alipius Presbytery in Victoria Street, Ballarat East.®® In 1875, St. Alipius Presbytery was
required as the temporary home of the recently arrived Loreto Sisters.®* The Bishop
and the three or four priests at Ballarat relocated to a rented property at 128 Dana
Street.®> Bishop O’Connor and Dean James Moore remained at Dana Street until mid
1876 when they relocated to ‘Tunbridge’s Folly’ in Sturt Street, nearby the site of the
proposed Bishop’s Palace.”® Completed in 1877, the palace became the residence for
the diocese and bishop, as well as the diocesan administrative headquarters.®

Throughout much of the 19" century, the St. Patrick’s Cathedral site was without a
nearby presbytery. The Bishop recognised the hardships on the priest who resided at
the palace or at St. Alipius’ presbytery in having ‘to walk home after their duties in the
Cathedral late at night.’®® It was for this reason that the Bishop purchased John
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65

Withers, op.cit., p.263 & J. O’'Donnell, A Palace for the Bishop, ).F. O’'Donnell, Moonee Ponds, 2014,
extract kindly provided by Jenny O’Donnell, 18 March 2015.

Ballarat Courier, 21 July 1875, p.2, in W. Jacobs & D. Rowe, ‘Loreto College, Mary’s Mount, Ballarat’,
Conservation Management Plan prepared for Loreto College, August 2003, p.14.

O’Donnell, op.cit.

Ibid.

Ibid.

The Advocate, 20 June 1891, p.17.
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2.5.2

Whelan’s adjoining property in 1891. The house on the property fronting Lyons
Street was soon converted into a presbytery®” and it served this purpose for 12 years.

Building St. Patrick’s Presbytery

In November 1902, Bishop Moore announced that a ‘handsome and commodious
presbytery that would harmonise with the Cathedral and St. Patrick’s Hall’ was to be
built in the church grounds at a cost of £1400.%® Funds for the building were to come
from the recent Federal Fair.®® The architects of Melbourne, Reed, Smart and Tappin,
had been engaged to prepare a design and it was anticipated that the drawings would
be completed ‘in a few weeks.””

The completed design was to provide for a substantial two storey brick mansion house
with basement (Figures 11-14). The eclectic Federation Jacobean and Elizabethan
Revival styled building was to have steeply-pitched hipped and gable roof forms, with
the front elevation to feature a projecting gabled wing at the north end as well as a
faceted bay (with conical roof) and a verandah and balcony supported by round brick
piers. The ground floor was to accommodate the Bishop’s bedroom and parlour, as
well as an office, drawing room, dining room, staircase hall and entrance wall, while
the first floor would be devoted to bedrooms and a bathroom. A rear three storey
semi-detached pavilion was to house the kitchen, scullery, pantry and store on the
ground floor, a cellar, wash house, larder and ‘man’s room’ in the basement, and a
house keeper’s room and maids’ rooms on the first floor. A skillion coach house and
feed store was also to be built at the rear of the building.

66
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Ibid.

Ibid.

Ibid., 8 November 1902, p.17.

Ibid. See also Cazaly’s Contractor Reporter, 11 November 1902, p.78, State Library of Victoria.
The Advocate, 8 November 1902, p.17.
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Figure 11: Reed, Smart & Tappin, ‘R.C. Presbytery, Ballarat — Plan, ground, first’, 20 February 1903.

_ Source: Bates Smart collection, image no. 1163, University of Melbourne Archives.
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Figure 12: Reed, Smart”&"l:aplpin, ‘R.C. Presbytery, Ballarat — Elevations — north, south, éast‘Weét-’,_
February 1903. Source: Bates Smart collection, image no. 1165, University of Melbourne Archives.
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Figure 13: Reed, Smart & Tappin, ‘R.C. Presbytery, Ballarat — Section AB, CD; details, foundation walls’, 20
February 1903. Source: Bates Smart collection, image no. 1162, University of Melbourne Archives.
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Figure 14: Reed, Smart & Tappin, ‘R.C. Presbytery, Ballarat — Plan, elevation section thro head of Ioose box
doors,, thro head of coach house doors’, 20 February 1903.
Source: Bates Smart collection, image no. 1166, University of Melbourne Archives.

Constructed by W.J. Fisher with John Nutting as clerk of works, construction was
progressing in June 1903 and The Advocate gave a detailed description of the intended
mansion:
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The presbytery in course of erection in Lyons-street promises from present
appearances to be one of the most commodious and imposing edifices in the city.
The building, which will in design be in conformity architecturally with the
splendid St. Patrick’s Hall which it adjoins, will be of two storeys and built of
Ballarat machine-pressed bricks. On the ground floor, there will be an office,
18ft. x 19ft., with fire-proof strong room adjoining; drawing-room 25ft. x. 18 ft.;
parlour, 20ft. x 16ft.; bedroom, 27ft. x 18ft., with bay windows and fitted with
large wardrobe, into which is built a fire-proof safe; two tiled entrance halls
opening out into staircase hall, 27ft. x 10ft., with lavatory; kitchen, 16ft. x 16ft.,
scullery, pantry, serving pantry and lobby. Basement floor contains wash-house,
larder, and cellar. On the first floor, there are nine bedrooms, two bathrooms,
presses, lobby, two passages and stair hall, balcony, verandah (92ft.), laid with
tiles. All outside brickwork will be tuck-pointed, with cement dressings. The roof
is to be covered with slate. All the rooms are to be plastered throughout, except
entrance hall ceilings, which will be of fibrous plaster. All the rooms are to have
fibre cornices, neatly designed by the architects. The stairs are to be of kauri and
blackwood. There is also a large kitchen range, from which hot water will be laid
on throughout the building. Special attention has been given to light and
ventilation. The contractor, Mr. W.J. Fisher, is making excellent progress with the
work, and hopes to complete it well within the contract time. The architects are
Messrs. Reed, Smart, and Tappin, of Melbourne, and the clerk of works Mr. John
Nutting.71

In November 1903, the St. Patrick’s presbytery had been completed and was ready for
occupation.”” From that time, it was the residence of the priests of St. Patrick’s and it
also played host to other functions. It may have been at this time when the ground
and first floor walls behind the verandah and balcony, and the verandah piers and
balcony columns were painted cream (Figure 15).”

71
72

73

Ibid., 13 June 1903, p.17.

Ibid., 1 August, 1903, p.17. The Advocate stated that the presbytery would be ready for occupation in
November of that year.

No date is given for Figure 15 on the State Library of Victoria website. However, The Advocate, 18 April
1908, p.36, published an article stated that ‘We have received from Miss M.E. Carey, of Sturt-street,
Ballarat, a series of coloured pictorial post-cards representing the following institutions:- St. Patrick’s
Cathedral, Interior of St. Patrick’s Cathedral, St. Patrick’s Hall, the Bishop’s Palace, St. Patrick’s Presbytery,
St. Alipius’ Church, the Redemptorist Monastery, Church of Loreto Abbey, Convent of Mercy, and
Nazareth House.’
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Figure 15: St. Patrick’s Presbytery, n.d. [c.1908].
Source: La Trobe Picture Collection, State Library of Victoria, accession no. H65403.
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In 1908, it was the location of a conference of 22 priests presided by the Very Rev. M.
Nelan.”* In the later years of the 20" century, St. Patrick’s Presbytery became the
administrative centre of the Diocese of Ballarat, particularly after the closure of the
Bishop’s Palace in Sturt Street in 1993.”

In 1982, construction commenced on a brick, two storey administrative office building
to the south of the presbytery. Designed by Daryl Jackson Pty Ltd of Melbourne, the
building was opened as the Catholic Diocesan Offices by the Bishop of Ballarat, the
Most Rev. R.A. Mulkearns, on 28 March 1983.7° The stepped, solid cuboid design was
offset by lightweight screens and streamlined window and door openings. The Courier
gave a description of the new building at the time of the opening:

The new building will house the Bishop’s office, the religious education centre,
the Catholic education office, diocesan family service, diocesan provident fund,
and diocesan accountant’s finance section.

There is room for housing and storing diocesan archives. Other groups such as
the Roman Catholic Trusts Corporation, building authority, liturgical commission,
ecumenical commission and youth ministry will also operated from the buiIding.77

2.6 Building the Diocesan Centre

74 Ibid., 12 September 1908, p.21.

75 See www.news.com.au, 20 March 2013.
76 ‘New Diocesan Offices Opened’, op.cit.
77 Ibid.
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Figure 15: Bill Ryan, Sketch of the Proposed Diocesan Centre designed by Daryl Jackson Pty Ltd Architects,
1983. Source: St. Patrick’s Cathedral Archives.
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3.0
3.1

Physical Evidence

The Setting

The St. Patrick’s Presbytery, O’Collins Hall and the Diocesan Centre are situated in the
southen portion of the St. Patrick’s Cathedral site, 3 Lyons Street, Ballarat, bound by
Sturt, Lyons and Dawson Streets. The site is dominated by the substantial Victorian
Decorated Gothic styled bluestone cathedral situated near the north-east corner (Sturt
and Dawson Streets). To the south of the cathedral, separated by a large open car
park is St. Patrick’s Hall. The Federation Picturesque Gothic styled brick building has an
elevated hipped roof form at the rear (west), and a double gabled front (east) bay.
The elevations are composed of bays with gabled parapets and pointed-arched
window and door openings accentuated by cement dressings.

There is an open grassed area to the west of the cathedral, with some exotic trees. A
row of palm trees is situated on the northern boundary at the east end. To the south-
west of the cathedral is a row of mature spruce trees that line a driveway which leads
to a car park between the cathedral and St. Patrick’s Hall. This car park and driveway
has an asphalt surface. This portion of the cathedral grounds (including the cathedral
and St. Patrick’s Hall) is included under heritage overlay HO107 in the Ballarat Planning
Scheme (being the portion of the site included on the Victorian Heritage Register
H997).

An ornamental cast iron fence on a bluestone plinth extends across the entire Sturt
Street boundary, to the front of St. Patrick’s Presbytery on the Lyons Street boundary
and to the north side of St. Patrick’s Hall on the Dawson Street boundary. The
pedestrian and vehicular openings are accentuated by cast iron piers. This cast iron
fence is included on the Victorian Heritage Register (H997) under HO107. On the east
(Dawson Street) boundary, a low front fence with brick plinth and piers, and open
geometric steel trussed bays extends across the front of St. Patrick’s Hall and O’Collins
Hall. Part of the fence has been removed and damaged in front of O’Collins Hall.

In addition to the above, the setting within heritage overlay in the Ballarat Planning
Scheme HOS85 is defined by a modest front, open grassed space (with perimeter
garden beds and an exotic tree) to St. Patrick’s Presbytery fronting Lyons Street, a
similarly-modest front setback to the neighbouring Diocesan Centre to the south, with
a high hedge on the front boundary. There is a modest asphalted front setback to
Dawson Street for O’Collins Hall. At the rear of O’Collins Hall and rear and side of the
Diocesan Centre are asphalted car parks. There is a narrow courtyard between
O’Collins and St. Patrick’s Halls comprising a central paved area and flanking garden
beds with shrubs.

The extent of HO85 is broadly shown in the following aerial image:
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3.2

A . ‘ - J
Aerial image of St. Patrick’s Cathedral site, showing the extent of HO85.
Source: City of Ballarat.

St. Patrick’s Presbytery (Photos 1-5)

The asymmetrical, two storey, face brick, eclectic Federation Jacobean and Elizabethan
Revival styled St. Patrick’s presbytery is characterised by a steeply-pitched gabled roof
form that traverses the site, a steeply-pitched gabled wing that projects towards the
front (at the north end), a substantial faceted two storey window bay (with conical
roof) at the south end, a return verandah and balcony, triple gabled roof forms at the
rear, a minor projecting gabled wing on the south side, and a semi-detached hipped
roofed pavilion at the rear. The roofs are clad in slate with terra cotta roof ridge
decoration, and a metal finial surmounts the projecting faceted bay. The roofs are also
adorned with large face brick chimneys with multi-corbelled tops (a chimney near the
front projecting bay has an altered rendered top). Cement dressings offset the face
brick wall construction in the gabled parapet copings, lintels and voussoirs, window
sills and other elements.

A feature of the design is the return verandah and balcony. It has modest eaves with
exposed timber rafter ends. It is supported by round brick piers and squat, round
Doric terra cotta columns (the lower portions being of barley twist pattern), the
capitals to the ground floor columns being cement-dressed. The verandah and balcony
have decorative iron valances and balustrades, the detailing includes trefoil and
guatrefoil and other Gothic-inspired ornamental motifs. The northern portion of the
balcony and verandah is of brick construction with a pointed-arched entrance opening
having trefoil and other incised motifs above. A similar pointed-arched opening is
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centrally located on north (side) elevation, the original door having been removed and
replaced with a fixed glazed window. The flight of bluestone steps leading to this
opening is original.

Further original ornamentation is identified in the front projecting parapeted wing. In
the parapet is a point-arched niche featuring the coat of arms of the Bishop of Ballarat.
There are timber framed double hung windows at ground and first floor levels, the
ground floor windows having blind pointed arched heads adorned with trefoil motifs
and label moulds. They are separated by a projecting brick buttress.

Other features of the presbytery include the crosses that surmounted the parapeted
gable ends, timber framed double hung windows (these windows are pointed-arched
on the ground floor), pointed-arched front doorway with Art Nouveau-inspired stained
glass leadlighting featuring Gothic motifs and the symbol of St. Patrick, paneled timber
front and side (north) doors. The front security door has been introduced. On the
north elevation are substantial face brick chimney breasts. The western-most breast
has a gabled parapet below which is a niche with a quatrefoil motif and narrow
leadlighted stained glass windows denoting the ground and first floors.

Similar ornamental details as the front facade are identified in the rear elevation to the
main portion of the building, including the ground floor window openings with blind
pointed arched heads having incised trefoils. There is also an elongated stair window
having decorative Art Nouveau leadlighted stained glass. Additional original
decorative details are identified in the metal rainheads and cement dressings,
including the drainage openings.

The projecting semi-detached hipped roofed pavilion is three storeys but of more
modest proportions than the main building. It also has a slate roof and narrow eaves
with exposed timber rafter ends. This pavilion is more rudimentary in detail, reflecting
its utilitarian function within. The basement and ground floor timber framed double
hung windows have pointed arched heads accentuated by rendered voussoirs. There
is a substantial chimney on the south side that has a concrete capping. A gabled and
glazed porch that projects from the east wall has been introduced.

Apart from some deterioration in the slate roof and cracking in the brick base wall to
the front verandah, St. Patrick’s Presbytery is in good condition. The presbytery is
substantially intact, with only minor alterations from the original design. These minor
alterations include the rendered top to the front chimney, glazed in door opening on
the north elevation, projecting glazed gabled porch to the rear hipped roofed pavilion,
and changes to the brickwork near the first floor window (south elevation) to the rear
hipped roofed pavilion.
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Photo 2: St. Patrick’s resbytery, front (west) elevation Photo 3: St. Patrick’ssbytery, side (north) elevation,
showing verandah & balcony detailing, 2015. 2015.

i

Photo 4: St. Patrick’s Presbytery, rear (east) elevation, Photo 5: St. Patrick’s Presbytery, side (south) & rear
including rear hipped pavilion, 2015. (east) elevation, including rear hipped pavilion, 2015.
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O’Collins Hall (Photos 6-10)

Situated in the south-east corner of the cathedral site immediately south of St.
Patrick’s Hall is O’Collins Hall. The contextually narrow, austere Federation Gothic
styled red brick building has a parapeted gabled roof form at the front that extends to
the west, terminating with a hipped roof face. There are minor projecting parapeted
wings on the north side of the front wing that comprises the entrance. It is reached by
a flight of bluestone steps with a rendered, capped brick base wall. A lower gabled
roof extends from the front wing and connects the front of the building to the rear
elongated gabled supper room wing. This wing has a hipped east roof face, the
western gable end and south facade being parapeted. There are broad eaves with
exposed timber rafter ends on the north fagade. Projecting from the supper room
wing is a modest parapeted skillion wing that connects to a larger, parapeted skillion
wing also constructed in brick. The roof forms are clad in corrugated sheet metal and
there are early ventilation stacks in the northern and southern roof faces of the supper
room wing.

A feature of the otherwise rudimentary design is the front wing. The front elevation
has a pair of timber framed hopper sash windows with rendered lintels and sills, above
which is a blind pointed arch, emphasized by the rendered brick voussoirs. The central
windows are flanked by smaller timber framed double hung windows with rendered
lintels and sills. A pair of lancet ventilators is a feature of the gable end which is
surmounted by a streamlined rectangular apex. The parapet has a rendered coping.
Similar detailing is found on the double gable ends to the entrance on the north
elevation, below which is a pointed-arched door opening having rendered voussoirs
and label mould, with timber doors, and a timber framed hopper sash window below
the minor parapeted gable adjoining the entrance gable. Further articulation is given
in the English bond brickwork in the base walls, and in the use of stylized voussoirs
above the subfloor ventilation openings. Overall, these design and construction details
are a contemporary interpretation of the design of St. Patrick’s Hall and St. Patrick’s
Presbytery. O’Collins Hall is linked to St. Patrick’s Hall by two barrel-vaulted timber
framed and glazed covered ways which have been introduced.

O’Collins Hall is in fair-good condition. There is evidence of rising damp in the salt
efflorescence and mortar breakdown at the front, falling damp staining caused by
water building up behind the parapets, and missing subfloor ventilation grilles.
O’Collins Hall is of moderate-high integrity, the major changes being at the rear.
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Photo 9: O’Collins Hall, rear (west) & side (south)
elevations from the west end, showing original gabled
supper room wing and small skillion stage wing, &
skillion kitchen additions, 2015.

Photo 10: O’Collins Hall, side (norh) elevation, west
end, looking east showing introduced barrel-vaulted
glazed link to St. Patrick’s Hall, 2015.
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3.4 Diocesan Centre (Photo 11)

To the south of the presbytery fronting Lyons Street is the brick, two storey Diocesan
Centre. This late 20™ century building is characterised by parapeted cuboid forms
connected by a central more elevated and narrow gabled wing. The streamlined
character of the brick wall planes is off set by the lighter brick wall bands (the banding
being soldier-coursed above the windows), faceted window bay on the south side and
pointed-vehicular opening on the rear (east) elevation. The solid appearance of the
building masses on the front facade is softened by the projecting cuboid and gabled
lattice screens.

This building is in good condition and of high integrity.

Photo 11: Diocesan Centre, front (west) elevation, 2015.
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4.0
4.1

Comparative Analysis

Reed, Smart & Tappin and Other Comparative Designs to St. Patrick’s
Presbytery

William Brittain Tappin of the firm Reed, Smart and Tappin appears most likely to have
been responsible for the design of St. Patrick’s Presbytery as it is his name that appears
as a witness on the drawings for the proposed building.”® He was born in 1854,”
possibly in Ballarat. At the age of sixteen, he was articled to the Ballarat architect,
Henry Caselli, where he remained for five years.® It seems that it was during his
employment with Caselli where Tappin was exposed to purest Gothic Revival design.®
Caselli supervised a number of Gothic Revival designs for the Catholic Church that was
the work of the English Gothic architect, Charles Hansom.®? Apparently with the
Melbourne architectural firm of Reed and Barnes from 1875,%* he returned to Ballarat
in 1877 where he formed a partnership known as Tappin, Gilbert and Dennehy in
1877.%* Tappin initially operated the Collins Street office in Melbourne, with Charles
Gilbert in the Ballarat branch and Dennehy in Sydney.®” Their work output was
notable, having successfully competed for St. James’s Buildings in William Street,
Melbourne, with other designs including the Hibernian Hall, Melbourne, Anglican
Cathedral, Ballarat, St. Ignatius College, Sydney and St. Mary’s Church, West
Melbourne.®®

Tappin joined the partnership of Reed and Smart in April 1890, becoming known as
Reed, Smart and Tappin.®” He brought in church contacts to the firm from his Catholic
background.® The son of a devout Catholic family, the Tappins had an enduring and
longstanding friendship with the Foundress of the Loreto Convent, Ballarat, Mother
Mary Gonzaga Barry.89

In later years, his business partner, C.P. Smart later commented that Tappin was ‘a fine
draughtsman, an artist by bent — he often painted; an absent-minded dreamer and a
poetic speaker; a very nice fellow.””® These were probably the qualities that made his
friendship with Mother Gonzaga so enduring. Tappin’s last works was the elaborate
Convent Chapel at Loreto in 1898-1902 and the St. Patrick’s Presbytery, Lyons Street,
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See Figure 11.

P. Goad, Bates Smart: 150 years of Australian Architecture, Thames & Hudson, Fishermans Bend, 2004,
p.297.

Ibid.

M. Lewis, ‘A house divided 1890-1918’ in Goad, op.cit., p.88.

Ibid.

Ibid.

A. Sutherland, Victoria & Its Metropolis: Past and Present, McCarron Bird & Co., Melbourne, 1888, vol.2,
p.532.

Ibid.

Ibid.

‘Joseph Reed Onwards: Notes of the Partners in the Firm’, manuscript, 31 Oct 1962, sourcing D.L.
Saunders, ‘Joseph Reed, Architect, Melbourne, 1852-1890, manuscript typed and duplicated by Bates,
Smart and McCutheon, architects, 1952, Loreto Central Archives, Ballarat.

Ibid.

Rowe & Jacobs, op.cit.

Saunders, op.cit.
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Ballarat, in 1903.°> After completing a trip to Europe his prolific architectural career
was cut short by an early death in 1905.%

Located opposite St. Patrick’s Presbytery in the Sturt Street Heritage Precinct at 2
Lyons Street, is the only other known mansion house designed by Reed, Smart and
Tappin in Ballarat. Designed in 1901 for Dr Coussens,” the Federation Queen Anne
styled rendered mansion is of more conventional design than St. Patrick’s Presbytery.
It has a hipped roof form and projecting two faceted bay with conical roof clad in terra
cotta tiles. There is an arched entrance opening and a verandah and balcony with
timber posts, fretwork and balustrading. It is not directly comparable to St. Patrick’s
Presbytery.

Although the firm of Reed, Smart and Tappin received a number of commissions from
the Roman Catholic Church to design presbyteries in the early 20™ century (including
those at Footscray in 1896, Essendon in 1900, South Yarra in 1901 and Cowwarr in
1903%), the most comparable mansion house with St. Patrick’s Presbytery is
Burnewang, a substantial rural homestead designed in 1901-02 at 631 Burnewang
Road, Burnewang in the Shire of Campaspe for H. Holmes, J.P.** Described has having
been designed in a Jacobin [sic. Jacobean] and Elizabethan style, the Bendigo
Advertiser reported that the ‘handsome country mansion’ was nearing completion in
July 1903:

The material for the walls is red brick, relieved with Waurn Ponds stone and
cement dressing, the roofing being of Marseilles red tiles. Along portion of the
north and south, the whole of the east front of the main building run verandahs
and balconies 7ft. wide, handsomely tiled, and on a portion of the west side a
loggia and balcony are similarly treated. The balconies are supported by massive
brick pillars, and the roof to same by terra cotta cylinders filled with concrete.
(This is the first time that this class of support has been used in the State.). The
fronts of the balconies are in curves, and shingled with red pine to match the
color of the building.96

Burnewang (Figures 16-17) was an immediate precursor to the design of St. Patrick’s
Presbytery. The composition of the parapeted gable ends, design of the chimneys and
particularly the return verandah and balcony supported on brick piers with terra cotta
columns filled with concrete were those particular features that were formulated into
the design of St. Patrick’s Presbytery. While Burnewang might be a larger exemplar,
St. Patrick’s Presbytery is arguably more flamboyant in appearance with the faceted
bay comprising the anchor to the return verandah and balcony. St. Patrick’s
Presbytery is therefore also a very early example of the use of ‘terra cotta cylinders’
filled with concrete, given at the outward design is identical to those at Burnewang.
According to Miles Lewis in Bates Smart: 150 Years of Australian Architecture:
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W. Jacobs, N. Lewis, E. Vines & R. Aitken, Ballarat: A Guide to Buildings and Areas 1851-1940, Jacobs Lewis
Vines Architects & Conservation Planners, South Yarra, 1981, p.104.

M.M. Francis Tobin, Mother M. Gonzaga Barry I.B.V.M.: Her Life and Letters, vol.1, compiled 1923,
pp.121-122.

Ballarat Building Permit Books Database, 19 February 1901, op.cit.

See M. Llewis & T. Sawyer, Australian Architectural Index online, University of Melbourne,
http://mileslewis.net/australian-architectural.html

Lewis, op.cit., p.96 & the Bendigo Advertiser, 4 July 1903, p.6, give details on the design of Burnewang.
Ibid.
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This [the use of terra cotta cylinders filled with concrete as verandah or balcony
posts] must be interpreted as an intermediate stage between the Art Nouveau
terracotta columns of Guyon Purchas’s Purrumbete, Camperdown, of 1901, and
Gerard Wight’s Oak Dene, Kyabram, of 1907, where glazed terracotta sewerage
pipes are filled with concrete to created banded columns reminiscent of Philibert

97
de I’'Orme’s ‘French order’.

Burnewang has no heritage status. It is currently ‘awaiting assessment’ for the
Victorian Heritage Register.*®

Figure 16: Burnewang, n.d. Source: National Trust of ' Figure 17 Burnewag under repair, ¢.2013. o

Australia (Victoria), Victorian Heritage Database online, Source: The Countryphiles online, 14 June 2013, at
March 2015. http://thecountryphiles.com/2013/06/14/interview-

dominic-marie-karori/

Specific Gothic design detailing by the office of Reed, Smart and Tappin had been
applied to a number of the firm’s ecclesiastical commissions contemporary with St.
Patrick’s Cathedral. In particular, the trefoil and quatrefoil motifs identified in the
incised window head decoration and in the verandah valances and balcony balustrades
are found in the firm’s designs for the Convent Chapel at Loreto, Sturt Street, 1898-
1902;%° Convent of the Good Shepherd, Abbotsford, 1900;'® and particularly in the
decorative stenciling to the Convent chapel and iron balustrade detailing in the
boarders’ chapel at Sacred Heart, Newtown, 1905 (Figure 18).'%
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Lewis, op.cit., p.97.

There is a record in the HERMES database with the heritage status being ‘awaiting assessment’, 20 March
2015.

Jacobs & Rowe, op.cit.

Lewis, op.cit., p.95.

D. Rowe & W. Jacobs, ‘Sacred Heart College, Newtown’, Conservation Management Plan prepared for
Sacred Heart College, Newtown, May 2010.
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4.2

Figure 18: Boarders’ chapel balustrade detail, Sacred Heart College, 1940.
Source: Sacred Heart College, Newtown, collection.

In Ballarat are numerous picturesque Federation era dwellings, a number with corner
towers at the front. They include the former residence at 802 Sturt Street designed in
€.1894-95 by Gilbert and Clegg;'*® and ‘Dimora’ (now known as Nangle House), 1437
Sturt Street, designed in late 1900 by Clegg, Kell and Miller.’® In addition to these
examples, there does not appear to be any Federation era substantial dwellings in
Ballarat comparable with St. Patrick’s Presbytery.

At 84 Victoria Street, Ballarat East, is St. Alipius Catholic Presbytery, built in 1905-06 to
a design by W.E. Gribble, architect of Ballarat.'® The single storey, Federation Flemish
Baroque Revival dwelling has a slate hipped roof form with flamboyant Flemish
dormer gables at the front and as a central portico to the solid encircling verandah
supported by brick piers and engaged twisted columns. The design of St. Alipius
Presbytery is not directly comparable to St. Patrick’s Presbytery.

Clegg & Miller and Other Comparative Designs to O’Collins Hall

George William Clegg was born in Ballarat in 1870, the son of Thomas Clegg a merchant
who came to Ballarat in the 1850s. Clegg was educated at Ballarat being trained by the
architectural firm of Tappin, Gilbert and Dennehy from 1885-89.'% They had offices in
Melbourne and Sydney as well as a Ballarat office run by Charles Gilbert. Clegg joined
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See ‘Federation-House’, Ballarat Federation Heritage online, 20 March 2015, at http://federation-
house.wikispaces.com/Ballarat+Federation+Heritage

Ballarat Building Permit Books Database, op.cit., 20 December, 1900, Naughtin, op.cit., p.331 & Alfred R.
Tunbridge, Probate & Administration files, 4 July 1919, VPRS 28/P3, Unit 1044, Public Record Office
Victoria.

Geelong Advertiser, 13 July 1905, p.4 & The Advocate, 2 September 1905, pp.16-17.

P.J. Vernon, ‘The Vernon Collection: a Selection of Architectural Drawings’, exhibition brochure, Ballarat,
1992.
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the firm in 1889 and in 1890 he entered into partnership with C.N. Gilbert, his former
employer.’® This partnership was subsequently dissolved and Clegg formally joined the
Ballarat-based firm of Kell and Miller (with whom he had already done some work). In
1895, the firm was known as Clegg and Miller.®” In 1905, Clegg lectured at the Ballarat
Fine Art Gallery (also known as the Ballarat West Technical Art School).’®® Throughout
the various personnel changes Clegg was the designer and he was also an accomplished
draftsperson.’®

William Miller was born in Ballarat in 1873, the son of Alexander Miller, J.P.**® He was
educated at Bain’s High School (where he was dux in 1890) and subsequently articled to
James Piper, architect of Ballarat.'** In 1915, Clegg and Miller purchased the Eureka
Potteries business from Otto Steinkraus."* It was from this time when Miller left the
architectural firm to take up the position as secretary of the newly-formed Eureka Terra
Cotta and Tile Company.'*®

The partnership of Clegg and Miller designed a wide range of buildings throughout
central and western Victoria. Two substantial commissions that were influential on
the design of O’Collins Hall — and particularly the front wing and window and door
detailing — were the Ballarat Church of England Grammar School, 305 Forest Street,
Wendouree, designed in 1909 (Figure 19); and St. Joseph’s Orphanage, Sebastopol,
designed 1911 (Figure 20)."* The gabled parapets constructed of face brick with
rendered copings terminating with flat ends at the sides and surmounted by rendered
rectangular squat finials, lantern ventilators in the gable ends, window and door
treatments in the rendered lintels and sills and particularly the curved and pointed
brickwork and rendered dressings above the windows, and the broad eaves with
exposed timber rafter ends, are those specific details that were to be later employed
in the design of O’Collins Hall. Compositionally, O’Collins Hall is not directly
comparable with the Ballarat Church of England Grammar School or the former St.
Joseph’s Orphanage, the latter buildings also being of higher quality design.

While over 20 timber and brick halls and hall additions were built in Ballarat in the
early 20™ century, none appear to be directly comparable to O’Collins Hall.
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Figurg 19: Church of England Grammar School, Wendouree, 2005.

Figure 20: Prjecting front gable of the former St. Joseph’s Orphanage, Sebastopol, 2013.

Dr David Rowe: Authentic Heritage Services Pty Ltd 41



St. Patrick’s Presbytery, O’Collins Hall & Diocesan Centre, draft, March 2015 Significance

5.0
5.1

Significance

Statement of Significance

The following statement of significance has been prepared using the recognised
assessment criteria outlined in the VPP Practice Note: Applying the Heritage Overlay
(Practice Note 1, revised September 2012) (Appendix 7.1). The Victorian Heritage
Register Criteria and Thresholds Guidelines (endorsed by the Heritage Council 6
December 2012) have also informed the preparation of this statement of significance.

What is Significant?

St. Patrick’s Catholic Presbytery, Lyons Street, Ballarat has significance as a
predominantly intact and rare substantial example of an eclectic Federation Jacobean
and Elizabethan Revival styled dwelling, and for its associations with the life and
witness of St. Patrick’'s Roman Catholic Cathedral. Built by W.J. Fisher in 1903 to the
design by the prolific architectural firm of Reed, Smart and Tappin, the building is only
directly comparable to Burnewang, Campaspe Shire, Victoria, built in 1901-02 to a
design by the same architects. As St. Patrick’s Presbytery, the building has served as
the residence of the clergy of the neighbouring St. Patrick’s Cathedral throughout
much of the 20™ century, and the administrative headquarters of the Diocese of
Ballarat from the later 20" century. The significant fabric includes: steeply-pitched
two storey gabled roof form that traverses the site; a steeply-pitched gabled wing that
projects towards the front (at the north end); a substantial faceted two storey window
bay (with conical roof) at the south end; a return verandah and balcony; triple gabled
roof forms at the rear; a minor projecting gabled wing on the south side; and a semi-
detached hipped roofed pavilion at the rear. Other significant fabric includes the slate
roof with terra cotta roof ridge decoration, metal finials and crosses, face brick wall
construction and cement dressings (gabled parapet copings, lintels and voussoirs,
window sills and other elements), large face brick chimneys with multi-corbelled tops
(including the substantial brick chimney breasts on the north elevation), modest eaves
with exposed timber rafter ends, round brick piers and squat round terra cotta Doric
columns (the lower portions being of barley twist pattern), decorative iron valances
and balustrades to the verandah and balcony, brick northern portion to the verandah
and balcony with a pointed-arched entrance opening having trefoil and other incised
motifs above, similar pointed-arched door opening (now infilled) on the north
elevation, point-arched niche featuring the coat of arms of the Bishop of Ballarat in the
front gable end, timber framed double hung windows, blind pointed arched heads to
the ground floor windows with incised trefoil motifs and label moulds, projecting brick
buttress between the windows on the projecting front gable, pointed-arched front
doorway with Art Nouveau-inspired stained glass leadlighting featuring Gothic motifs
and the symbol of St. Patrick, paneled timber front door, elongated stained glass stair
window (east elevation) and the metal rainheads.

O’Collins Hall, fronting Dawson Street, Ballarat, has significance as a contributor to the
progress and development of social, cultural, educational and community life as part
of St. Patrick’s Cathedral and the Catholic Diocese of Ballarat. Designed in 1912 by
Clegg and Miller, architects of Ballarat, as a supper room addition to St. Patrick’s Hall,
it was built by G. Ludbrook and Son. The significant fabric includes: parapeted gabled
roof form at the front that extends to the west, terminating with a hipped roof face;
minor projecting parapeted wings on the north side of the front wing that comprises
the entrance; lower gabled roof that extends from the front wing; rear elongated
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gabled supper room wing with east roof face; elevated single storey height, face brick
wall construction with rendered dressings; corrugated metal roof cladding and metal
ventilators; broad eaves with exposed timber rafter ends; timber framed hopper sash
windows with rendered lintels and sills; blind pointed arch above the front windows
defined by rendered brick voussoirs; pair of lancet ventilators in the front parapeted
gable end; pointed-arched door opening with rendered voussoirs and label mould,
timber doors on the side (north) elevation; and the English bond brickwork in the base
walls.

Why is it Significant?
St. Patrick’s Presbytery, Lyons Street, Ballarat, is potentially historically, aesthetically,
scientifically and socially significant at a STATE level.

O’Collins Hall, Dawson Street, Ballarat, has contributory significance as part of HO85.
It also contributes to the setting and streetscape of adjoining heritage places, namely
the St. Patrick’s Cathedral setting (HO107) and Sturt Street Heritage Precinct (HO167).

How is it Significant?

St. Patrick’s Presbytery, Lyons Street, Ballarat, is historically significant for its enduring
associations as the residence of St. Patrick’s Cathedral clergy from 1903 and
throughout the 20" century, and as the administrative headquarters of St. Patrick’s
Cathedral and the Catholic Diocese of Ballarat to the present day (Criteria A).
Designed in 1902, it also has associations with the prolific architectural firm of Reed,
Smart and Tappin, who received a number of commissions from the Catholic Church in
the late 19" and 20" centuries (Criterion H).

O’Collins Hall, Dawson Street, Ballarat, makes an historical contribution to the life and
witness of the Catholic Church in Ballarat from its construction in 1912-13, and more
generally with the cultural life of the Sturt Street Heritage Precinct throughout the 20"
century (Criterion A). Designed by the architectural firm of Clegg and Miller, Ballarat,
O’Collins Hall has served as an adjunct to the adjoining St. Patrick’s Hall, being the
location of suppers associated with major events in the hall, and more broadly for
social gatherings (including dances, balls and other socials), meetings and other public
events.

St. Patrick’s Presbytery, Lyons Street, Ballarat, is aesthetically significant as a
predominantly intact, substantial and rare example of an eclectic Federation Jacobean
and Elizabethan Revival styled mansion house in Ballarat and more broadly, to Victoria
(Criteria D & E). It is a unique and flamboyant example for the period, particularly in a
rural/regional context, comparable only to Burnewang, 631 Burnewang Road,
Burnewang, Victoria, built in 1901-02, also to a design by Reed, Smart and Tappin. St.
Patrick’s Presbytery also makes an important contribution to the setting of the
grounds of St. Patrick’s Cathedral and the Lyons Street streetscape as part of the Sturt
Street Heritage Precinct.

O’Collins Hall, Dawson Street, Ballarat, makes an aesthetic contribution to the
neighbouring St. Patrick’s Cathedral setting and the Dawson Street streetscape as part
of the Sturt Street Heritage Precinct, which is characterised by a diverse range of
cultural, religious and residential buildings.
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5.2

St. Patrick’s Presbytery, Lyons Street, Ballarat is scientifically significant for its early and
unusual design and construction of the balcony posts, being constructed of hollow
terra cotta and filled with cement (Criterion F). The design detail and construction of
the posts is directly comparable to those at Burnewang, Campaspe Shire, which were
claimed to be the first example in Victoria.

St. Patrick’s Presbytery, Lyons Street, Ballarat, is socially significant as it is recognised
and valued by the Catholic community as the enduring administrative headquarters of
the Catholic Diocese of Ballarat, and as the former residence of the St. Patrick’s
Cathedral clergy (Criterion G).

O’Collins Hall has social interest having been named after the Most Rev. Sir James
O’Collins in 1983, Bishop of Ballarat between 1941 and 1971

Significance of Components

Potential State Significance

The following fabric is considered to have sufficient integrity and historical, aesthetic,
scientific and social value to meet a state significance threshold:

e St. Patrick’s Presbytery.

Contributory Significance

The following fabric is considered to contribute to the aesthetic, historic and social
significance of St. Patrick’s Cathedral site, and the broader Sturt Street Heritage
Precinct:

e (O’Collins Hall.

No Significance
The following fabric is not considered to contribute to the significance of the place
(this does not deny the fabric being valued for non-heritage reasons):

e Diocesan Centre (this building does have historic and aesthetic interest as part
of a major development in the life of St. Patrick’s Cathedral and the Diocese of
Ballarat, but at this stage it is not considered to meet a state or local heritage
significance threshold).

e Front fence to O’Collins Hall.

e Rear glazed porch to St. Patrick’s Presbytery.

e Fixed glazing in door opening (north elevation) of St. Patrick’s Presbytery.

e Barrel-vaulted covered ways linking O’Collins Hall to St. Patrick’s Hall.

e Landscaping within HOS85.
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6.0 Recommendations
It is recommended that:

1. In the first instance, St. Patrick’s Presbytery and O’Collins Hall are listed in the
Schedule to the Heritage Overlay as HO85, with external paint controls
applying to both buildings. It is recommended that no internal alteration
controls or tree controls apply.

2. Under HOS85, it is recommended that the heritage status of each of the
buildings apply as follows:

e St. Patrick’s Presbytery — State significance.
e O’Collins Hall — Contributory significance.
e Diocesan Centre — No significance (architectural & historical interest only).

3. Given the findings in this report of the potential State significance of St.
Patrick’s Presbytery, consideration could be given for nominating it for
inclusion on the Victorian Heritage Register, as part of the St. Patrick’s
Cathedral site (HO107). This would require a realignment of the heritage
overlay boundaries, with the potential for the deletion of HO85, and O’Collins
Hall and the Diocesan Centre to be included under the HO167 as part of the
Sturt Street Heritage Precinct. The statement of significance for the heritage
precinct should be refreshed to reflect the findings of this report for O’Collins
Hall and the Diocesan Centre. Some limited investigations were carried out
with Heritage Victoria to determine why St. Patrick’s Presbytery was not
already included on the Victorian Heritage Register. The Report to the
Minister for Planning in 1993 only showed the determination of the former
Historic Buildings Council not to include the Presbytery (in excluding it from
the extent of registration), but not why it was excluded. This might suggest
that it would be a challenge for the Presbytery to be included on the Victorian
Heritage Register.
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7.0 Appendices
7.1 VIP Practice Note: Applying the Heritage Overlay (September 2012)

7.2 Recommendation to the Minister for Planning for the inclusion of St. Patrick’s
Cathedral & St. Patrick’s Hall, Ballarat on the Historic Buildings Register, 1993
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