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Integrity 

 
Each of the places within this series retains a fair to high degree of integrity externally. Minor additions have been made 
over time to some, and most have had skillion or later additions at the rear. Some of the later additions which have been 
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made to the buildings enhance rather than detract from the history and significance of the building.



Noted alterations and additions include:



- 77 Albert Street: Alterations include the removal of the lower portion of the timber posts supporting the verandah, 
replacing them with brick piers (probably in the interwar period). A central step and hand rail has also been added to the 
verandah. This is easily reversible. 



- 102 Albert Street: Alterations include the removal of the verandah post capitals, and the replacement of the verandah 
frieze and brackets.



- 155 Albert Street: Original corrugated iron roof has been replaced with zincalume; bichromatic chimney on north side 
has lost corbelled top, concrete verandah base and concrete apron around residence; new masonry and tile step to 
verandah constructed. New front fence (unsympathetic) . Retains many original features including verandah (and original 
lace and cast iron posts), windows, doors, square edged weatherboards, decorative eave brackets and window hoods.



- 160 Albert Street: Highly intact externally. Early outbuildings in rear of allotment are also highly intact, and predate the 
existing residence by as much as two decades. The garden layout and some plantings survive intact, including a large 
willow tree in the front garden. 



- 168 Albert Street: Retains many original features including from Victorian and early Federation period, including 
original windows, doors, timber verandah, cast iron verandah posts and lace, roof form, eave brackets, chimney. The 
verandah has been altered to accommodate the early Federation additions, but is still considered to retain a high degree of 
integrity as is integral to the development over time to the residence. A Phoenix canariensis (Canary Island Palm) in the 
front garden is original, although earlier garden setting has been lost. An unsympathetic new powder coated steel fence 
has also been constructed on the street boundary. 



- 193 Albert Street: Alterations include the brick enclosed balustrade and piers supporting the verandah, dating to the 
interwar period. The low brick front fence is postwar in date. These alterations are of sufficient integrity, quality and 
interest that they provide an additional layer of history to the place rather than detracting from it. 



- 208 Albert Street: Later additions include a step and handrail attached to the verandah.



-230 Albert Street: Highly intact externally, new front fence (appropriate in style and materials).



-240 Albert Street: Highly intact externally, of particular interest is the detailed timber fretwork and turned timber posts 
on the verandah.



-280 Albert Street: Intact generally - chimneys appear to have been altered in the interwar period



- 140 Beverin Street: Alterations include: new garage at the rear with modern roller door, Vinyl weatherboard cladding 
(easily reversible).



- 3 Bridge Street: Later additions include vinyl cladding to the external walls of the residence (easily reversible).



- 100 Grant Street. Later additions include vinyl cladding to the external walls of the residence (easily reversible).



- 114 Grant Street. Alterations include a later verandah with a central gablet. Later timber window hoods have been 
added to the side elevations. 
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- 1 Kent Street - highly intact residence externally, including the remnants of the original early Twentieth century garden 
(plantings and layout) and hairpin fence and gate.



-7 Kent Street - highly intact residence externally.



- 101 Vickers Street - alterations and additions include: new verandah posts, new bullnose verandah and new front 
fence.



- 62 Yarrowee Street - additions include vinyl weatherboard cladding on the facade of the building (easily reversible).



-73 Yarrowee Street has a metal tile roof that probably replaced the original corrugated iron cladding. 


History and Historical Context 

 
Locality history



Sebastopol, now a part of the City of Ballarat, was first settled by Europeans in the 1830s. There are many versions of 
who the first squatters in Sebastopol were and where they squatted, but according to Jenkins and Jenkins in The Golden 
Chain (1980), several men were involved in the establishment of pastoral activities in the area, including graziers 
William Cross Yuille, his brother Archie Yuille, Henry Anderson and T Learmonth.



The gold rushes, from 1851 through 1861, brought a new and transformative influx of people into the area. At the 
beginning of the era in the early 1850s, Sebastopol was a collection of tent towns. In 1852, deep lead mining technology 
and methods were first introduced to the Ballarat and Sebastopol goldfields by the newly arrived Cornish, Welsh, Irish 
and Scottish miners (Context 2015:3; Croggon 2002:26, 98). Successful mines in West Ballarat and Sebastopol were the 
Prince of Wales, Albion and the Working Miners, while the Band of Hope and Albion Consols mines were the area's 
largest and wealthiest (Context 2015:4-6).



From the 1850s, the town grew rapidly, particularly around its main centres of Cobblers' Hill, Victoria Street and along 
Albert Street (the focus of the town), and the tent towns gradually merged into formally surveyed town allotments. Cobb 
and Co's coaches passed through the area daily, and McLennans house removers operated in the area. Their business was 
testament to the shifting nature of population on the goldfields, as diggers chased new gold leads around the region, 
taking their houses and other buildings with them. However, Ballarat and Sebastopol were remarkable for the longevity 
of their gold booms (Context 2015:7).



In 1855 the area, commonly referred to as Bonshaw after the squatting run, was renamed 'Sebastopol' after Sevastopol in 
the Ukraine, the site of an important battle during the Crimean War (1853-56). The name 'Sebastopol' was also inspired 
by the realistic reportage of the war. As miners resorted to gunpowder to blast through the basaltic rock of the plateau, 
miners said the noise was like cannon fire as described in the heavy trench and artillery warfare of the Crimean War 
(Context, 2015:4). Similarly, nearby Redan was named after Redan Fort, Crimea, the location of another battle during the 
Crimean War (Jenkins 1964:unpaginated). On 1 November 1864 the Borough of Sebastopol was formed (Context 
2015:10).



In order to mine on Crown land, a license system was implemented in 1851, at the beginning of the gold rush, but was 
soon considered prohibitive by the miners and caused unrest, which lead to the Eureka uprising on 3 December 1854. As 
a result, Gold Licenses were replaced with Miner's Rights as the necessary evidence for the occupation of a claim, as 
stated in the 1855 (third) Goldfields Act,. The fourth Goldfields Act of 1858 gave increased privileges to holders of 
Miner's Rights, including the right to make a residential claim. At this date, land for the purpose of a residence could not 
exceed 1/8 acre (20 perches) in extent (Wood, 1858). According to the Mining Statute of 1865, one quarter of an acre 
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could be occupied for residential purposes. This allowed the construction of a house and gave the lessee the rights of an 
owner (PROV, 'Index to Residence Area Rights' description, VPRS 15678). This resulted in the establishment of gold-
mining towns such as Sebastopol (Miner's Right collection; Goldfields research centre, pers. comm., Nov 2011). The 
provision of residence areas, leased from the Crown at low rents, allowed two-thirds of miners to own their own homes, 
often small cottages 'with gardens big enough for hens and vegetables' (Dingle 1984:96). The residence areas, such as 
that found in Sebastopol, were established in response to the generally poor conditions and economic insecurity suffered 
by the majority of miners, as 'little of the gold they mined stuck to their fingers' (Dingle 1984:96). In Sebastopol, many 
houses were built while the land was held under Miner's Rights. An exception is the early commercial hub on Albert 
Street, near Birdwood Avenue, where freehold land sales occurred in the 1860s. 



Under the 1884 Residence Areas Act, holders of Miner's Rights were now able to purchase land in gold-bearing areas, if 
they had resided on the land for two and a half years, made substantial improvements and if the land was not required for 
mining or public purposes (PROV, 'Register of purchases, residential areas' description, VPRS 14294). 



Gold mining in Sebastopol began to slow and ceased altogether after the outbreak of World War I. As a result, the 
community reduced in size, as miners sought employment elsewhere, with many of the houses removed and relocated. 
The population decrease was reflected in school enrolment numbers, particularly at Sebastopol State School No. 1167 
(Sebastopol State School c1973 pamphlet).



Post World War II the population again began to rise and the influence of postwar immigration on the area was 
significant. New industries appeared, along with many new houses (Sebastopol State School c1973 pamphlet; Context 
2015:10). Gradually, Miner's Rights were converted to freehold, with an increase evident in the 1960s in the Ballarat 
area. Certificates of Title for properties in Sebastopol indicate that Crown Grants were issued into the 1970s and 80s.



History of street names in Sebastopol



Like most localities, a number of streets were named in honour of British royalty. In Sebastopol, this is evident in Albert, 
Alfred, Queen, Crown and Victoria Streets, to name a few. While the names of other Sebastopol streets originated from 
mines of the same name, such as Albion and Picton Streets. Birdwood Avenue was named in honour of General William 
Birdwood in 1917; Beverin Street took the name of Frank Beverin, Mayor of Sebastopol in 1864; Grant Street was named 
after an early butcher, Isaac Grant; while Vickers Street was named after a first Councillor, Isaac Vickers (Jenkins and 
Jenkins 1980:130-132). Kent Street was named after Nicholas Kent from Cornwall, mine manager of the Grand Duke and 
Central Plateau companies and Mayor of Sebastopol 1873-4 (Dell & Menhennet, 2003:32-3). 



Albert Street was originally known as Government Road and has been the main street of Sebastopol since settlement, and 
is part of what has been suggested as the oldest road in Western Victoria (Jenkins & Jenkins, 1980:4). Albert Street, 
near Birdwood Avenue has been the commercial hub of the town since its earliest days, with land sales dating to the 
1860s.



History of residential development



The following is taken from the Sebastopol Heritage Study Stage 2: Volume 1 (Context, 2015:15-16):



The history of residential development in Sebastopol can be classified into five main categories. These are the 
development of timber cottages (c1850 - 1890) associated mostly with the need for residences for workers in the mining 
industry and its associated sectors; the late Victorian period (1880 - 1900); late Federation (from the late 1910s to early 
1920s); the Interwar period, predominately of bungalow development; and the expansion of newer housing in the post-
war period.



Sebastopol's residential development can also be seen within the context of the broader fortunes of Ballarat, with which it 
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was historically associated. Ballarat broadly experienced a transition from a gold based economy, with a growing 
industrial and manufacturing economy following the contraction of gold mining in the early twentieth century (Bate, 
1993:31-32). Ballarat itself experienced a declining population during the early stages of this transition, but different 
areas were affected differently. For example, Ballarat's population as a whole, including Sebastopol, fell from 1901 to 
1921, from over 46,000 to a little over 36,000, however West Ballarat lost only 4% compared to a loss of 15% in East 
Ballarat (Bate, 1993:32). Sebastopol itself saw a drop in population from 2,174 people and 515 dwellings in 1911 to 
1,744 people and 420 dwellings in 1921. This fall stabilised during the 1920s, with 1,728 residents recorded in 1933 and 
444 dwellings (Australian census figures). The built environments of previously predominant gold mining areas such as 
Sebastopol were affected by the departure of many gold mining families who often removed their timber and 
weatherboard cottages with them (Bate, 1993:41). Those who remained were in large part skilled workers, who 
demanded and could afford a more permanently constructed home. It was as the 1920s progressed that population decline 
turned around in Ballarat, with its population regained by 1933 due to a reinvigorated manufacturing sector during the era 
of trade protection (Bate 1993; Kelly 1996; Dingle 1984:99) has speculated that 'it was the richness and extent of the 
[gold] deposits which allowed [Ballarat and Bendigo] to grow so large, and their size then allowed them to diversify their 
economy in a way which smaller towns could not copy'. Among the successes of Ballarat for example was the Phoenix 
Foundry Company that built steam locomotives for the railways, and even after these dream foundered, the position of 
Ballarat as a regional service centre for farming hinterlands and its relative proximity to Melbourne buttressed its 
economy (Dingle 1984:99-100; Bate 1993). A critical mass of population, provided for by ongoing housing development 
and serviced by commercial their centres, was thus a central reason for the survival of Ballarat and its satellite Sebastopol 
once other mining towns dwindled. Certainly, Sebastopol turned around over the same period as Ballarat more generally, 
with a marked increase in population to 2,041 people and 492 dwellings by 1947. The postwar period was a boom time in 
house construction and population, with an increase to 3,265 people and 842 dwellings in 1954 (Australian census 
figures).



Because of the composition of the skilled workforce, and the residual wealth of mining combined with the Miners Rights 
under the 1884 Residence Areas Act, the rate of home ownership in Ballarat area broadly was an unusually high 67% 
compared to Melbourne's 52% (Bate, 1993:43). The provision of residence areas, leased from the Crown at low rents, 
allowed two-thirds of miners to own their own homes, often small cottages 'with gardens big enough for hens and 
vegetables' (Dingle 1984:96). The residence areas, such as that found in Sebastopol, were established in response to the 
generally poor conditions and economic insecurity suffered by the majority of miners, as 'little of the gold they mined 
stuck to their fingers' (Dingle 1984:96). In Sebastopol, a majority of houses were owned under Miner's Rights and a 
minority purchased the freehold from the Crown in the nineteenth century. An exception were the small parcels in the 
early commercial hubs (eg. Albert Street near the corner of Birdwood Avenue) and properties in the nearby areas, the 
Crown Grants for which can date to the 1860s.



Late Victorian residences



The late Victorian residences in Sebastopol are a direct result of the second major gold boom which took place in 
Sebastopol from 1886-1909, following fifteen years of low yeilds from the local deep lead mines. In 1886, the Star of the 
East Company and the South Star company found rich ore deposits, and the South Star, Sebastopol plateau and Central 
plateau began sinking shafts. The yields were high, and due to the state wide depression elsewhere, a ready and cheap 
workforce were readily avaliable to work in the mines. Due to increased labour, the rate at which gold was removed from 
the leads was faster than previously, resulting in a 'boom'. The prosperity of the new leads reinvigorated existing 
commercial, social and cultural enterprises and resulted in new business being brought to the town as well as new small 
'cottage industries' developing. 



The residences within the late Victorian series reflect the success of the gold mining industry and the flourishing 
commercial enterprises which served the mines, the outlying pastoral holdings, and the passing trade through to Ballarat, 
Western Victoria, Geelong and beyond. The lateVictorian residences in this series reflect Sebastopol's middle class rather 
than that of a major centre such as Ballarat. Those residences within the listing which have more detailing, such as the 
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cast iron verandah posts, heavy intricate lacework, mock-ashlar boards, under eave brackets, roundels and scrolls (as well 
as other decoration) represent the more affluent and prosperous members of the middle class - local business owners, 
those of managment level in the various mines and other positions of responsibility within the community. 



Unlike nearby Ballarat, there are no surviving examples of grand mansions or villas which were built on the profits of 
gold in Sebastopol. This is probably due to its location. Sebastopol has always been a working people's township. It is a 
township very much built around deep lead mines, and in the nineteenth century, was probably not a particularly 
attractive place to live (physically) for the very wealthy, who could afford to live elsewhere. Early photographs and 
etchings show mullock heaps, mining machinery and associated poppets and buildings located along the main street and 
next to small dwellings and shops. The environmental impacts created by the mines, including noise, dust and mud would 
have been part of everyday life within the township. The number and location of mines in the main centre of Sebastopol 
is clearly shown in the Arthur Jenkin's Map of Sebastopol (undated) which is found in his book, The Golden Chain 
(1980).



N.B. The historical information for places in Sebastopol is limited, as a majority of the land was occupied, and houses 
built, on land that was owned by the Crown and leased under Miner's Rights. As a result, a majority of the Crown Grants 
were issued after the construction of the house, making it difficult to determine early owners from Title information. The 
location of the pre-1906 rate books for Sebastopol is not known (as the historical society, Ballarat PROV and Council are 
aware), further preventing the determination of construction dates. 
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Description 

 
Physical Description 

 
Location



The individual places which make up the late Victorian timber residence series are located in Albert Street, Beverin 
Street, Grant Street, Kent Street, Vickers Street and Yarrowee Street, in Sebastopol. The buildings are all stylistically 
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good examples of late Victorian timber residences, although some were probably constructed in the early Twentieth 
Century, and others are earlier residences with significant late Victorian style alterations and additions. All of the 
residences are located on individual allotments of varying size within the former township of Sebastopol. The land on 
which the residences stand is generally non-contiguous in location. The residences are believed to date between 1880 and 
1910.



Setback and allotments



The properties vary in their setback from the street, but typically have space for a substantial front garden and where the 
allotment allows, a side driveway, often leading to a later garage located at the rear of the residence (the location and 
construction of which post dates the residence). Many of the residences were originally on much larger allotments, which 
have been subdivided to allow for infill development within the township. Where generous allotment sizes and abutting 
setbacks allow, side elevations are apparent, illustrating a sequence of development. 



Gardens and trees



The appearance of the properties is often enhanced by mature gardens and trees. Phoenix canariensis (Canary Island 
Palm) is a common planting which occurs in the front garden of several residences, typical of the late Victorian and early 
Federation garden style. Typically the residences have low fences on the street boundary, dating from various periods. 
Few early fences survive. Replacement fence types include timber pickets, wire 'hair-pin', simple timber and cyclone 
mesh, low brick fences and modern types. 1 Kent Street retains its early wire ribbon fence and gate.



Materials and design



The double fronted house with a front verandah and simple hip roof is one of the simplest nineteenth century house 
designs, originating in Victoria from the 1850s and replicated in various ways until the turn of the century. The simple 
hipped roof was often altered through later development when the residence was enlarged to form either a 'M shaped hip' 
or and L shaped roof.



The three roof styles which are exhibited in this listing are simple hipped roof, M shaped hipped roof and M-hip with 
projecting transverse gable (which could be broadly described as L-shaped in massing/plan).



Houses are either block-fronted or have a projecting bay to one side of the facade. Almost all of the residences retain at 
least one (or more) of their original chimneys. There are two predominant chimney styles within the listing - the first is a 
highly decorative bi-chromatic brickwork chimney of red and cream brickwork (or rarely, polychromatic), often with 
intact detailed corbelling, terracotta chimney pots or other decoration; the second is simple corbelled red brick chimney 
with limited decoration.



All of the houses in this series are clad in weatherboard. Some of the finer residences have mock ashlar boards to the 
facade, imitating stone, a feature common in the mid to late Victorian period. Several of the weatherboard residences 
have had reversible alterations, such as the addition of vinyl weatherboard cladding added to the exterior. The principal 
windows visible from the public realm are timber, and usually double hung sashes with single panes of glass, although 
there are some exceptions. Roofs and verandahs are all clad with corrugated iron, and chimneys are all tall, constructed of 
red brick, bichromatic brick in a variety of styles, some of the later examples with cement render applied to the top 
courses, showing a Federation influence. Bichromatic chimneys of an identical stepped corbel and decorative design are 
located at 77, 168, 193, 230 Albert Street; 7 Kent Street, 62 Yarrrowee Street, 3 Bridge Street. The large red brick 
chimney with cement render at 1 Kent Street is the most decorative and grandiose example of the red brick chimneys.



Typical of the period, arrangements of timber brackets, scrolls and roundels appear under the eaves, and are in some 
cases repeated in the detailing of timber joinery elsewhere, including window frames on the facade. An exception is 208 
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Albert Street, which has little decorative timber detailing and a back, simple timber verandah with no under eave 
decoration. Almost all of the residences in this listing retain their original 4 or 6 panelled timber doors, often with 
sidelights and fanlights. There are some examples of the use of red and blue sidelights, typical of the period. 



The verandahs are either slightly convex or bullnose, clad in corrugated iron and most have had their original timber 
flooring replaced with brick and concrete. Numbers 77, 160 and 168 Albert Street retain their original timber floors. The 
verandah posts are square timber, turned timber (240 and 280 Albert Street and 100 Grant Street) or decorative cast iron 
columns which are set either in a timber or brick (concrete rendered) base. There is one example of an interwar verandah 
where brick piers and porch have been added to the timber verandah (193 Albert Street), and another where brick piers 
have replaced the lower half of timber verandah posts (77 Albert Street). Many residences retain their original cast-iron 
friezes, and a few even have original cast-iron or timber posts. The residence at 240 Albert Street retains particularly fine 
timber fretwork and decorative turned timber verandah posts. Typical of the period, many of the more substantial houses 
with this roof type exhibit decorative timber detail beneath boxed eaves - timber brackets, roundels, scrolls and other 
motifs appear in varying patterns. Some have an additional timber frieze above the cast iron lace, such as the sawtooth 
timber frieze on the verandah at 168 Albert Street. 208 Albert Street has a very simple timber verandah without 
decorative elements. 



Many of the residences retain their original window hoods, particularly on the north and west elevations. 







Simple Hip roofed type



Only one house in the series retains the early simple hip roof form. This residence at 77 Albert Street comprises a large 
hip roof with smaller hip and skillion at the rear, all clad in corrugated iron. The decorative under eave timber brackets 
survive. Two original bi-chromatic chimneys with stepped cement rendered cornice survive, symmetrically arranged on 
either side of the roof. The facade is symmetrically arranged, with a central door flanked by two double hung sash 
windows with decorative side lights. The verandah stretches the width of the facade, and while it retains its original form, 
the base of the timber posts have been replaced with brick piers and the verandah floor has been replaced with cement 
rendered brick. In addition, a central brick step and metal handrail have been added. The decorative iron lacework 
survives between the timber verandah posts. The verandah retains its bullnose roof, cast-iron frieze and the upper part of 
slender, chamfered timber posts. The cornice features unusual applied curved ornament between pairs of brackets.



The front fence is made of upright timber posts, with a top timber rail and heavy gauge cyclone mesh between the 
uprights dates from the interwar period. The residence retains a high degree of integrity. The changes made in the 
interwar period do not detract from the significance, but add another layer of historical information to the place. It is in 
good condition.







M-shaped hip roofed type



There are 15 residences of this roof type included within the series. This type of residence comprises a traditional 
transverse hipped roof, and is the most common roof type within the series. Commonly referred to as M shaped hip roof, 
this roof was often the result of alterations to an early simple hip cottage, although the M-hip roof form was a common 
design for new builds from the 1870s. Many of the M-shaped hip roof residences have later skillion or shed roofed 
additions at the rear. In addition to the traditional M shape, Sebastopol has a number of variations with projecting gable 
or hip at a depth of approximately one room back from the facade. 168 and 102 Albert Street both have a projecting half-
timbered gable on the south side, 3 Bridge Street has a projecting hip on the south side and 7 Kent Street has a pair of 
projecting gables on the east and west sides of the residence. 
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At least one of the original tall polychromatic brick chimneys with corbelled caps remain on all houses, except where 
corbelled red brick chimneys are evident (240 and 280 Albert Street and 100 Grant Street), or where they appear to be 
missing (as at 101 and 103 Vickers Street). The red brick chimneys may have courses rendered at the cap, showing a 
Federation influence. 



All of the houses with this roof type have verandahs which extend straight across the facade. The exception to this is the 
former residence at 168 Albert Street which has a return verandah to accommodate the later (early 20th century) addition 
of a projecting gable bay on the south side. 3 Bridge Street has a similar projecting hip, but no return verandah has been 
constructed to accommodate it. Other than 168 Albert Street, all of the residences are arranged symmetrically about the 
facade with a central door flanked by double hung timber sash windows. The windows are variously simple timber sashes 
of one pane up one pane down, or large timber double hung sash windows with sidelights. There is one example of a pair 
of simple timber sashes on each side of the central door at 240 Albert Street. This pairing of windows may demonstrate a 
slightly later construction date, suggesting a Federation influence. 1 Kent Street provides an interesting contrast in the 
arrangement of the facade - while it is still symmetrical, the sophisticated design of recessed timber panelled entrance 
with a group of three timber double hung sash windows (one wide window flanked by two narrower) suggests the 
influence of an architect and possibly post 1900 date. 



102 Albert Street



155 Albert Street



168 Albert Street



208 Albert Street



230 Albert Street



240 Albert Street



3 Bridge Street



100 Grant Street



114 Grant Street



1 Kent Street



7 Kent Street



62 Yarrowee Street



73 Yarrowee Street



101 Vickers Street



103 Vickers Street



M-hip with projecting transverse gable

(L Shaped roof type)
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There are four residences which are included within this type in the series. This type of residence, which may also date 
from the early Federation period, are L shape in plan. The L is formed through a transverse projecting wing one room 
wide on one side of the building. All of the projecting wings are gable, excepting at 140 Beverin Street, which is a low 
pitched hip.



At least one of the original tall polychromatic brick chimneys with corbelled caps remain on all houses, except where 
corbelled red brick chimneys are evident (168 and 280 Albert Street), or where they appear to be missing. The red brick 
chimneys may have courses rendered at the cap, showing a Federation influence. The residences with a projecting gable 
to the facade often have a timber finial in the apex and a window that mirrors or compliments the other window of the 
facade. 



All of the houses with this roof type have verandahs which extend straight across the facade from the projecting wing to 
the edge of the facade. The exception to this is the residence at 160 Albert Street, which has a return verandah to 
accommodate the later addition of a projecting gable wing on the southern elevation. The straight verandahs all have very 
modest amounts of decorative iron lace and other detailing, suggesting a post Federation date. 280 and 168 Albert Street, 
which are overall more decoratively detailed, are the exception.



All of the residences in this type are asymmetrically arranged with a projecting gable (or hip), a centrally arranged door 
(located hard against the projecting gable). A timber window is located centrally between the front door and the edge of 
the facade. Another timber window is located on the front of the projecting wing. The fenestration varies between the 
residences, as does the decorative detailing. The more modest residences have a simple double hung sash window located 
on both the projecting wing and the facade, protected by a simple timber and corrugated iron window hood, such as at 73 
Yarrowee Street. 140 Beverin Street has a pair of sash windows on both the projecting wing and the facade, while 160 
and 280 Albert Street have large double hung sashes with side lights and decorative timber detailing on the architraves. 
These windows are all original to the period of construction. 193 Albert Street has an unusual projecting bay window on 
the gable, which is likely to have replaced an earlier window when other works were undertaken to the verandah and 
porch. 



160 Albert Street



193 Albert Street



280 Albert Street



140 Beverin Street



Notable individual features within this listing:



102 Albert Street has a high hip roof, showing a Federation influence, with a projecting gable on the south side 
elevation; this gable has half-timber detail and rough-cast infill. The return verandah continues from the facade to meet 
this side gable. The chimney is red brick with unusual decorative corbelling. 



155 Albert Street has decorative timber window hoods on the side elevations. The convex-roof verandah has a cast-iron 
frieze and cast-iron fluted Corinthian columns. There is a scalloped trim applied to the verandah beam. 



160 Albert Street has a projecting front gable with a bay window. The house also features timber window hoods to the 
side elevation. Red brick corbelled chimneys.



168 Albert Street has a mature Canary Island Palm, located at the front of the property. This residence has a deep 
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setback and is a part of the allotment 164-166 Albert Street. The house has a bi-chrome brick chimney (top removed). 
The facade features two canted bay windows with well detailed panelling. An ornate return verandah with cast-iron 
columns runs the length of the facade and continues to a projecting gable bay on the south facade. This gabled wing 
appears to be an early 20th-century extension.



193 Albert Street has a bi-chrome brick chimney, and a canted bay window in the front projecting bay. There is a timber 
window hood on the side elevation (it has been altered or is a later addition). The property includes a mature Canary 
Island Palm, directly in front of the house. 



240 Albert Street features an unusual and very fine timber verandah frieze, with cast-iron brackets and ornate timber 
posts, which show Federation influence, as do the corbelled red brick chimneys. The facade is clad in mock-ashlar 
boards, while the other elevations are weatherboard. 



140 Beverin Street has a projecting hip roof bay to the facade and a large canted bay on the southern elevation. 
Chimneys are bi-chrome brick. Simple timber window hoods appear on the north and east (front) elevations. The hood to 
the front window retains an unusual pressed-metal fringe. The verandah is supported by cast-iron fluted Corinthian 
columns and has a cast-iron frieze.



1 Kent Street's facade has mock-ashlar cladding, while the side and rear elevations are clad in unusually wide 
weatherboards. The M-hip roof has a red brick chimney with a wide render cornice. The bullnose verandah retains 
original cast-iron columns and frieze. The reveal to the front door is deep and panelled. Overall, the quality of this house 
is very high. The property has a mature garden and trees, and a rare woven 'ribbon' fence and gate in poor condition 
remains. 



73 Yarrowee Street has an M-hip roof with projecting front gable and bi-chrome brick chimneys. It has decorative 
timber window hoods to the front and north elevations, and a mature Canary Island Palm at the north boundary. The 
verandah retains a cast-iron frieze and the chamfered timber posts may be original but have lost their capitals. 


Physical Condition 

 
The following residences are in good condition:   



- 77, 102, 155, 160, 168, 193, 208, 230, 240, 280 Albert Street, Sebastopol



- 140 Beverin Street, Sebastopol



- 3 Bridge Street, Sebastopol



- 100 and 114 Grant Street, Sebastopol



-1 and 7 Kent Street, Sebastopol



- 101 Vickers Street, Sebastopol



- 103 Vickers Street, Sebastopol



- 62 and 73 Yarrowee Street, Sebastopol 


Statement of Significance 
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What is significant?



The houses of the Late Victorian Timber Residence Series as described are located in Albert Street, Beverin Street, 
Bridge Street, Grant Street, Kent Street, Vickers Street and Yarrowee Street, Sebastopol. They are on individual 
allotments and are non-contiguous in location. The residences date between 1880 and 1910. The significant elements of 
each place include the external fabric including the chimneys, verandahs, building (and roof) form and materials, early 
outbuildings to the rear of the main dwelling, the early front fences and pathways, mature gardens and trees (in particular 
the mature trees and Canary Island Palm at 160 Albert Street and 73 Yarrowee Street, and the Canary Island Palms at 168 
and 193 Albert Street), the generous front and side setbacks, side driveways and views to the side elevation of the 
residences from the public realm. The houses all have a high degree of integrity externally, and almost all are in good 
condition. The places included in this serial listing are:



77 Albert Street



102 Albert Street



155 Albert Street



160 Albert Street 



168 Albert Street 



193 Albert Street



208 Albert Street



230 Albert Street



240 Albert Street



280 Albert Street



140 Beverin Street



3 Bridge Street



100 Grant Street



114 Grant Street



1 Kent Street



7 Kent Street



62 Yarrowee Street



73 Yarrowee Street



101 Vickers Street
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103 Vickers Street



How is it significant?



The houses of the Late Victorian Timber Residence Series are of local historical and aesthetic/architectural significance 
to the township of Sebastopol and the City of Ballarat.



Why is it significant?



The houses of the Late Victorian Timber Residence Series are of local historical significance. The houses date from the 
period of the 1890s through to 1910, and help demonstrate residential development of the middle class in Sebastopol in 
this period, and the preferred or typical residential housing types. The houses are also significant for being associated 
with a particular phase of growth and development in Sebastopol, the second deep lead mining boom. Following a lean 
period of gold mining in the 1870s and 1880s, a new 'boom' period was experienced in Sebastopol from 1886-1909, 
reflecting accurately the approximate period of development represented by the houses within the Series. The prosperity 
of the new leads re-invigorated existing commercial and social enterprise, and the growing prosperity of the township 
brought new residents and businesses - small scale manufactories opened. (Criterion A)



At this time, Sebastopol was consolidating from a small rural settlement, with a fluctuating population to an integrated 
rural township, with its own services, infrastructure and social and cultural identity. The development of these late 
Victorian residences reflected the stabilization of the population, as evidenced by the construction of permanent, non-
relocatable residences, built with stone and brick footings, with elaborate decorative chimneys and verandahs, often 
carefully sited on large allotments with attractive gardens. This shift was also reflected in the housing which gradually 
evolved from the earlier, simpler and more modest forms predominantly found in rural towns, and evidenced by some of 
the dwellings in this group, to the later Federation houses and then bungalows and other interwar housing types more 
typical of Ballarat's satellite towns and suburbs. (Criterion A and D)



While they are typically modest in design and architectural expression, and constructed of timber, they are nevertheless 
comparatively intact examples of common nineteenth century housing types, albeit some were constructed in the first 
years of the twentieth century. The subject properties include examples of double-fronted houses with front verandahs 
and symmetrical arrangements of windows and central door, this being one of the simplest nineteenth-century Victorian 
house types; and houses with an L-shaped plan and a projecting room to one side, which reflects an early Federation 
approach. (Criterion E and D)

 



Recommendations



The properties of the Late Victorian Timber Residence Series are recommended for inclusion as a serial listing in the 
Schedule to the Heritage Overlay of the City of Ballarat Planning Scheme.



The individual properties should share the same Heritage Overlay number.
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Recommendations 2015 

 

-

-

- 

- 

-

-

-

External Paint Controls

Internal Alteration Controls

Tree Controls

Fences & Outbuildings

Prohibited Uses May Be Permitted

Incorporated Plan

Aboriginal Heritage Place
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Late Victorian  Timber Residence Serial Listing 

Context Pty Ltd (2015), Sebastopol Heritage Study Stage 2,  report prepared for the City of Ballarat.  

Victorian Historic Themes 

4.5 Gold mining 

6.7 Making homes for Victorians 

Precinct history  

The late Victorian residences in Sebastopol reflect the success of the gold mining industry and the flourishing commercial enterprises which served the 
mines , the outlying pastoral holdings, and the passing trade through to Ballarat, Western Victoria, Geelong and beyond. These ornate timber houses, with 
classic Victorian detailing were built for business owners (eg. 1 Kent Street), mine managers (eg. 122 Albert Street; 362 Albert Street) and other prospering 
locals (Context 2015:15-16).  

Source 

Context (2015), Sebastopol Thematic Environmental History, prepared for City of Ballarat. 

 Address Image Place Condition Integrity Significance Description 

  Albert Street, Sebastopol       

1. 77 

 

Timber house Good High Recommended 
for inclusion in 
serial listing 

A block-fronted, timber clad 
house with a hip roof and 
pair of polychrome brick 
chimneys. The slightly 
convex verandah is adorned 
with ornate brackets and 
frieze. 

  The Crown Grant for the land (allotment 26, section 63)  was issued to RA Henderson in August 1887 (Township of Sebastopol plan).  

Source 
Township of Sebastopol Plan, VPRS 16171/P1/Unit 5707 part 3, held at Public Records Office of Victoria. 
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 Address Image Place Condition Integrity Significance Description 

2. 102 

 

Timber house Good High Recommended 
for inclusion in 
serial listing 

A timber-clad house with a 
hipped roof and projecting 
gable bay on the south 
façade. A slightly convex 
verandah runs the length of 
the façade and extends to the 
gable bay on the south 
elevation. 

  The Crown Grant for the property (allotment 5M, section 2) was issued to JW and JR Doody in August 1975 (Township of Sebastopol plan).    

Source 
Township of Sebastopol Plan, VPRS 16171/P1/Unit 5707 part 2, held at Public Records Office of Victoria. 

3. 155 

 

Timber house Good Good Recommended 
for inclusion in 
serial listing 

A block-fronted timber-clad 
house with a hipped roof 
and polychrome brick 
chimney. A slightly convex 
verandah is supported by 
simple timber posts with an  
ornate frieze.  

  The Crown Grant for the land (allotment 45, section 10) was issued to GT Thyne in April 1893 (Township of Sebastopol plan).    

Source 
Township of Sebastopol Plan, VPRS 16171/P1/Unit 5707 part 2, held at Public Records Office of Victoria. 

4. 160 

 

Timber house 
and early 
outbuildings 

Good High Recommended 
for inclusion in 
serial listing 

An asymmetrical, timber-
clad house with projecting 
gable bay to the façade, 
transverse gable bay and 
return verandah with ornate 
cast-iron frieze. Two red-
brick, corbelled chimneys 
remain. Window hoods to 
the side elevation.  

Early outbuildings remain at 
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 Address Image Place Condition Integrity Significance Description 

the rear of the property.  

  The Crown Grant for the land (allotment 21, section 5) was issued to A Yates in May 1884 (Township of Sebastopol plan). In 2011, extensive 
outbuildings remain at the rear of the property, some of which appear to be early, if not original.  

Source 
Township of Sebastopol Plan, VPRS 16171/P1/Unit 5707 part 2, held at Public Records Office of Victoria. 

5. 168 

 

Timber house 
‘Plumber’ and 
Canary Island 
palm 

Good High Recommended 
for inclusion in 
serial listing 

A block-fronted brick 
building with a hipped roof 
and return verandah that 
meets a projecting gable bay 
on the south elevation. An 
ornate cast-iron freize 
remains, as does a tall bi-
chrome brick chimney.  

A Canary Island Palm is 
located east of the house.  

  The Crown Grant for this land was issued to T Holmes in March 1865. At this date the property extended to Beverin Street (Township of 
Sebastopol plan). This house was owned (at an unknown date) by Jack Plumber, who called the house ‘Plumber’ (SHS notes, 2011). A mature 
Canary Island Palm remains in front of the house. In 2011 the house is on the property of ‘American Made Cycles’. 

Sources 
Sebastopol Historical Society (SHS) photo, viewed 2011. 
Township of Sebastopol Plan, VPRS 16171/P1/Unit 5707 part 2, held at Public Records Office of Victoria. 

6. 193 

 

Timber house & 
Canary Island 
palm 

Good Fair Recommended 
for inclusion in 
serial listing 

Timber-clad house with 
hipped roof and projecting 
gable bay (with timber finial) 
and bi-chrome brick, 
corbelled chimney. Pairs of 
brackets at the cornice also 
illustrate its Victorian style. 
The altered verandah, bay 
window and fence appear to 
date to the interwar era. 

  The Crown Grant for the land was issued to SJ Diver in June 1863 (Township of Sebastopol plan).  

Source 
Township of Sebastopol Plan, VPRS 16171/P1/Unit 5707 part 2, held at Public Records Office of Victoria. 
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 Address Image Place Condition Integrity Significance Description 

7. 208 

 

Timber house Good Good Recommended 
for inclusion in 
serial listing 

Block-fronted, timber-clad 
house with a hipped roof 
and pair of bi-chrome 
chimneys with corbelled 
caps. A slightly convex 
verandah is supported by 
simple timber posts (may be 
altered). The fence appears 
to date to the early to mid-
20th century.  

  The Crown Grant for the land (allotment 6, section 5 which appears to match the current property boundaries) was issued to JJC Leeth in 
September 1866 (Township of Sebastopol plan).  

Source 
Township of Sebastopol Plan, VPRS 16171/P1/Unit 5707 part 2, held at Public Records Office of Victoria. 

8. 230 

 

Timber house Good High Recommended 
for inclusion in 
serial listing 

Block-fronted, timber-clad 
house with a hipped roof 
and pair of bi-chrome brick 
chimneys with corbelled 
caps. A convex verandah has 
an ornate cast-iron frieze.  

  The Crown Grant for the property (allotment 23, section 38) was issued to LW Lyle in February 1951 (Township of Sebastopol plan). The late 
issue of the Crown Grant indicates that prior to this date, the land was leased from the Crown under a Miner’s Right. 

Source 
Township of Sebastopol Plan, VPRS 16171/P1/Unit 5707 part 2, held at Public Records Office of Victoria. 
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 Address Image Place Condition Integrity Significance Description 

9. 240 

 

Timber house Good High Recommended 
for inclusion in 
serial listing 

Block-fronted house with a 
hipped roof and pair of red-
brick chimneys with 
corbelled caps. The verandah 
has ornate turned-timber 
posts and an unusual timber 
frieze, both indicating a 
Federation influence. The 
façade is clad in mock-ashlar 
boards, while the other 
elevations are clad in 
weatherboard.  

  A survey dating to August 1879 indicates that the land was leased by James Graham (lease application 221), and the occupant was Joseph Silbey. 
No building was evident, within the vicinity of 240 Albert Street, at this date (Surveyor’s field notebooks, book 4:126).  

The Crown Grant for the land (allotment 11, section 38) was issued to R Rumler in November 1942. At this date the allotment totaled three acres 
and extended to Ophir Street (Township of Sebastopol plan). The late issue of the Crown Grant indicates that prior to this date, the land was 
leased from the Crown under a Miner’s Right.  

Source 
Surveyor’s Field Notebooks, 1869-1886, VPRS 3688/P0/Unit 1, held at the Ballarat branch of the Public Records Office of Victoria.   
Township of Sebastopol Plan, VPRS 16171/P1/Unit 5707 part 2, held at Public Records Office of Victoria. 

10. 280 

 

Timber house Good Fair Recommended 
for inclusion in 
serial listing 

An a-symmetrical, timber-
clad house with a hipped 
roof and projecting gable bay 
at the south of the façade 
(with a turned timber finial). 
A slightly convex verandah 
has an ornate cast-iron 
frieze. A pair of red-brick 
chimneys appear to date to 
the interwar era.  

  The Crown Grant for the land (allotment 2, section 39) was issued to RH Warnock in September 1940 (Township of Sebastopol plan). The late 
issue of the Crown Grant indicates that prior to this date, the land was leased from the Crown under a Miner’s Right.  

Source 
Township of Sebastopol Plan, VPRS 16171/P1/Unit 5707 part 2, held at Public Records Office of Victoria. 

 

 

25



 Address Image Place Condition Integrity Significance Description 

  Beverin Street 

11. 140 

 

Timber house Good Fair Recommended 
for inclusion in 
serial listing 

A timber-clad house with an 
asymmetrical façade and 
low-pitched hipped roof. A 
return verandah meets a 
projecting gable bay on the 
east façade and a canted bay 
on the south elevation. 
Simple timber window-
hoods appear on the north 
and east elevations. Two bi-
chrome brick chimneys 
remain. 

  The Crown Grant for the land was issued to ML Carter in December 1977 (Township of Sebastopol plan). The late issue of the Crown Grant 
indicates that prior to this date, the land was leased from the Crown under a Miner’s Right. 

Source 
Township of Sebastopol Plan, VPRS 16171/P1/Unit 5707 part 2, held at Public Records Office of Victoria. 

  Bridge Street 

12.  3 

 

Timber house Good Good Recommended 
for inclusion in 
serial listing 

Block-fronted, timber clad 
house with a hipped roof 
and small projecting bay, 
with a hipped roof to the 
west elevation. A slightly 
convex verandah has an 
ornate cast-iron frieze. Two 
brick chimneys with 
corbelled caps remain.  

  The Crown Grant for the land (allotment 38, section 10) was issued to T English in December 1865 (Township of Sebastopol plan).  

Source 
Township of Sebastopol Plan, VPRS 16171/P1/Unit 5707 part 2, held at Public Records Office of Victoria. 
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  Grant Street 

13.  100 

 

Timber house Good Good Recommended 
for inclusion in 
serial listing 

Timber-clad, block-fronted 
house with a hipped roof 
and convex verandah with an 
ornate cast-iron frieze.  

  The Crown Grant for the property (allotment 8, section 15) was issued to K & JE Hoyward in May 1987 (Township of Sebastopol plan). The 
boundaries in 1987 match the current boundaries. The late issue of the Crown Grant indicates that prior to this date, the land was leased from the 
Crown under a Miner’s Right. 

Source 
Township of Sebastopol Plan, VPRS 16171/P1/Unit 5707 part 2, held at Public Records Office of Victoria. 

14.  114 

 

Timber house Good Fair Recommended 
for inclusion in 
serial listing 

Block-fronted, timber-clad 
house with a hipped roof 
and bi-chrome brick 
chimney. The verandah is a 
later addition. Simple 
window hoods appear on the 
side elevation.  

  The Crown Grant for the property (allotment 3, section 20) was issued to J Wattis in September 1938. At this date the land totaled over one acre 
(Township of Sebastopol plan). The late issue of the Crown Grant indicates that prior to this date, the land was leased from the Crown under a 
Miner’s Right. 

Source 
Township of Sebastopol Plan, VPRS 16171/P1/Unit 5707 part 2, held at Public Records Office of Victoria. 
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  Kent Street 

15. 1 

 

Timber house Good High Recommended 
for inclusion in 
serial listing 

Block-fronted, with a hipped 
roof and red-brick chimney 
with a rendered cap. The 
bullnose verandah has an 
ornate cast-iron frieze. The 
façade has a recessed, 
timber-panelled entrance, 
flanked by bay windows with 
three one-over-one double 
hung sash windows. The 
façade has mock-ashlar 
cladding while the other 
elevations are clad in 
unusually wide 
weatherboard.  

An early fence and mature 
garden remains.  

  Place history 

A survey dating to October 1879 indicates that the land was leased by Josiah Magor (lease application 223), and the occupant was Ellis Jermyn. 
Jermyn occupied the larger area, bound by Kent and Clarkson streets.  

No building was evident in the location of 1 Kent Street at this date. The survey does indicate a building to the south of the present house at 1 
Kent Street, on land leased by Jermyn (Surveyor’s field notebooks, book 4:141).  

Josiah Magor was an experienced Cornish miner who arrived in Victoria in 1853. Profitable shares from a mine outside of Ballarat enabled Magor 
to purchase the Guiding Star property, Sebastopol and let a portion to a company that became the Star of the East Company and allowed others to 
occupy the land. Magor was a landholder in the Ballarat area and Geelong and was known for his philanthropy (Dell & Menhennet, 2003:24). 

The house at 1 Kent Street is suggested to have been built for Ellis Jermyn c1880. The rate books indicate that Vincent Jermyn (son of Ellis) was 
rated for the property by 1906, which included a seven roomed weatherboard house (RB). 

Ellis Jermyn ran the grocer store at 1 Albert Street from c1882 (Gavin Jamison, pers. comm., Nov 2011). It was suggested that he also lived above 
the grocer store for a period (SHS notes). 

Jermyn also owned a livestock trading centre in Doveton Street, Ballarat (located where the Target building stands in 2011) and a coffee shop in a 
Ballarat arcade  (Gavin Jamison, pers. comm., Nov 2011). 

Ellis Jermyn died in 1912 at which point the store at 2 Albert Street was passed to his son, Vince Jermyn. The property is known to have had many 
sheds near the store, post World War I, which Vince Jermyn is said to have used for the storage of stock (SHS notes; Hansen, 2003). In 1916, 
Vince was rated for a shop and storeroom, and also occupied a second store nearby (RB). Jenkins (1964:unpaginated) confirms that on the corner 
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of Rubicon and Albert streets (the site of the present Eclipse Motors) was Vince Jermyn’s depot for Lal Lal coal and large sheds for army surplus 
from World War I.  

The Crown Grant for the land (allotment 2, section 59) was issued to TH Kennedy in February 1944 (Township of Sebastopol plan). The late issue 
of the Crown Grant indicates that prior to this date, the land was leased from the Crown under Miner’s Rights. 

In 1944 the boundary to the property included the current numbers 3 and 5 Kent Street and number 22 Clarkson Street (RB). 

A bluestone outbuilding once existed at 1 Kent Street, which may have stored explosives (Gavin Jamison, pers. comm., Nov 2011).  

Sources 
Dell, Lillian & Joy Menhennet (2003), Cornish Pioneers of Ballarat, Vols I & II, Ballarat. 
Gavin Jamison, personal communication, November 2011.  
Rate books (RB), Borough of Sebastopol, VPRS 6919/P1/Unit 1 1906-38.  
Hansen Partnership Pty Ltd, Wendy Jacobs & Naga Services (2003), Ballarat Heritage Study Stage 2.  
Jenkins, E D (1964), Sebastopol Victoria, An historical survey of early Sebastopol, Sebastopol.  
Sebastopol Historical Society notes, accessed 2011.  
Surveyor’s Field Notebooks, 1869-1886, VPRS 3688/P0/Unit 1, held at the Ballarat branch of the Public Records Office of Victoria.   
Township of Sebastopol Plan, VPRS 16171/P1/Unit 5707 part 3, held at Public Records Office of Victoria. 

16. 7 

 

(Source: Google maps) 

Timber house Good High Recommended 
for inclusion in 
serial listing 

Block fronted weatherboard 
house with a hipped roof 
and gabled addition to the 
rear. A slightly convex, 
return verandah is supported 
by simple timber posts. Two 
bi-chrome brick chimneys 
remain.  

  The Crown Grant for the property (which matches the current boundaries; allotment 6, section 59) was issued to H Gist in September 1979 
(Township of Sebastopol plan).  The late issue of the Crown Grant indicates that prior to this date, the land was leased from the Crown under 
Miner’s Rights.  

Source 
Township of Sebastopol Plan, VPRS 16171/P1/Unit 5707 part 3, held at Public Records Office of Victoria. 
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  Vickers Street 

17.  101 

 

Timber house Good Good Recommended 
for inclusion in 
serial listing 

Block-fronted, timber-clad 
house with a hipped roof 
and slightly convex 
verandah, supported by 
simple timber posts.  

  The Crown Grant for the property (allotment 25F, section 5) was issued to RH Wallis in September 1975 (Township of Sebastopol plan).  The late 
issue of the Crown Grant indicates that prior to this date, the land was leased from the Crown under Miner’s Rights 

Source 
Township of Sebastopol Plan, VPRS 16171/P1/Unit 5707 part 2, held at Public Records Office of Victoria. 

18. 103 

 

(Source: Google maps) 

Timber house Good Good Recommended 
for inclusion in 
serial listing 

Block-fronted weatherboard 
house with a hipped roof 
and skillion addition to the 
rear. A slightly convex 
verandah is supported by 
simple timber posts, with a 
simple timber frieze.  

  The Crown Grant for the property (allotment 29, section 5) was issued to KS Lawrie in April 1968 (Township of Sebastopol plan). The late issue 
of the Crown Grant indicates that prior to this date, the land was leased from the Crown under Miner’s Rights 

Source 
Township of Sebastopol Plan, VPRS 16171/P1/Unit 5707 part 2, held at Public Records Office of Victoria. 
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  Yarowee Street      

19. 62 

 

Timber house Good Good Recommended 
for inclusion in 
serial listing 

Block-fronted, weatherboard 
house with a hipped roof 
and bi-chrome brick 
chimney. The slightly convex 
verandah is supported by 
simple timber posts and has 
an ornate cast-iron frieze.   

  The Crown Grant for the land (allotment 1, section 63) was issued to JJH Goodwin in August 1922 (Township of Sebastopol plan). The late issue 
of the Crown Grant indicates that prior to this date, the land was leased from the Crown under Miner’s Rights  

Source 
Township of Sebastopol Plan, VPRS 16171/P1/Unit 5707 part 3, held at Public Records Office of Victoria. 

20. 73 

 

Timber house & 
Canary Island 
Palm 

Good Good Recommended 
for inclusion in 
serial listing 

A timber-clad house with an 
asymmetrical façade and M-
hipped roof. A projecting 
gable bay is at the left of the 
façade, with a timber finial to 
the gable. Bi-chrome brick 
chimneys with corbelled caps 
remain. Decorative timber 
window hoods appear on the 
gable of the façade and north 
elevation. The slightly 
concave verandah is 
supported by chamfered 
posts and has an ornate cast-
iron frieze. 

A Canary Island Palm is 
located to the north of the 
house.  

  Place history 

A survey dating to October 1879 indicates that the land was leased by Josiah Magor (lease application 223), and the occupant was William Kovill. 
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At this date, no building was evident within the vicinity of 73 Yarrowee Street (Surveyor’s field notebooks, book 4:123).  

Josiah Magor was an experienced Cornish miner who arrived in Victoria in 1853. Profitable shares from a mine outside of Ballarat enabled Magor 
to purchase the Guiding Star property, Sebastopol and let a portion to a company that became the Star of the East Company and allowed others to 
occupy the land. Magor was a landholder in the Ballarat area and Geelong and was known for his philanthropy (Dell & Menhennet, 2003:24). 

The Crown Grant for the land (allotment 7G, section 11) was issued to BL and SA Harris in December 1980 (Township of Sebastopol plan). The 
late issue of the Crown Grant indicates that prior to this date, the land was leased from the Crown under a Miner’s Right. 

Source 
Dell, Lillian & Joy Menhennet (2003), Cornish Pioneers of Ballarat, Vols I & II, Ballarat. 
Surveyor’s Field Notebooks, 1869-1886, VPRS 3688/P0/Unit 1, held at the Ballarat branch of the Public Records Office of Victoria.   
Township of Sebastopol Plan, VPRS 16171/P1/Unit 5707 part 3, held at Public Records Office of Victoria. 
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Integrity 

 
The places within this series all retain a fair to high degree of integrity externally. Generally, all of the residences within 
the series retain the following original features:



- Roof form (although cladding has been replaced, mainly like with like, but there are notable exceptions specified 
below)



- Building form, layout and arrangment



- Weatherboard cladding



- Symmetrical arrangement of facade, including the retention of original windows and doors



- Early (if not original) verandah form and cladding (posts may have been replaced and decorative iron or timber friezes 
added)



- Original setback to the street frontage



Alterations and additions to the places within this series include:



133 Albert Street: New timber verandah posts (with half brick piers) and new timber balustrade 



9 Birdwood Avenue: Modern additions to the rear of the cottage 



37 Birdwood Avenue: New Colourbond roof cladding and carport added to east elevation. The verandah has been entirely 
reconstructed.



49-51 Birdwood Avenue: Verandah enclosed (reversible)



32 Charlotte Street: External walls clad in 'trick-brick' (reversible); roof clad in metal-tiles (reversible); and early altered 
verandah (c1900-10) (does not detract from significance or integrity)



38 Charlotte Street: Verandah replaced, original chimney removed



21 Victoria Street: A new timber frieze added to the verandah and modern verandah posts. The original chimneys have 
been lost.



23 Victoria Street: Original corrugated iron roof cladding replaced with cement tiles; verandah posts replaced with mild 
steel (c1960s). 



10 Walker Street: Weatherboard clad with vinyl cladding (reversible)



49 Wilsons Lane: Addition to side of residence (unsympathetic), alters building form. Original chimneys removed



197 Yarrowee Street:Original chimneys removed, weatherboards clad in vinyl cladding (reversible)



209 Yarrowee Street:Original chimneys removed, font door replaced with reproduction 


Timber Mining Cottage Series
Hermes No 184485 Place Citation Report

01:31 PM26-Jun-2015

HERITAGE CITATION REPORT

34



History and Historical Context 

 
Locality history



Sebastopol, now a part of the City of Ballarat, was first settled by Europeans in the 1830s. There are many versions of 
who the first squatters in Sebastopol were and where they squatted, but according to Jenkins and Jenkins in The Golden 
Chain (1980), several men were involved in the establishment of pastoral activities in the area, including graziers 
William Cross Yuille, his brother Archie Yuille, Henry Anderson and T Learmonth.



The gold rushes, from 1851 through 1861, brought a new and transformative influx of people into the area. At the 
beginning of the era in the early 1850s, Sebastopol was a collection of tent towns. In 1852, deep lead mining technology 
and methods were first introduced to the Ballarat and Sebastopol goldfields by the newly arrived Cornish, Welsh, Irish 
and Scottish miners (Context 2015:3; Croggon 2002:26, 98). Successful mines in West Ballarat and Sebastopol were the 
Prince of Wales, Albion and the Working Miners, while the Band of Hope and Albion Consols mines were the area's 
largest and wealthiest (Context 2015:4-6).



From the 1850s, the town grew rapidly, particularly around its main centres of Cobblers' Hill, Victoria Street and along 
Albert Street (the focus of the town), and the tent towns gradually merged into formally surveyed town allotments. Cobb 
and Co's coaches passed through the area daily, and McLennans house removers operated in the area. Their business was 
testament to the shifting nature of population on the goldfields, as diggers chased new gold leads around the region, 
taking their houses and other buildings with them. However, Ballarat and Sebastopol were remarkable for the longevity 
of their gold booms (Context 2015:7).



In 1855 the area, commonly referred to as Bonshaw after the squatting run, was renamed 'Sebastopol' after Sevastopol in 
the Ukraine, the site of an important battle during the Crimean War (1853-56). The name 'Sebastopol' was also inspired 
by the realistic reportage of the war. As miners resorted to gunpowder to blast through the basaltic rock of the plateau, 
miners said the noise was like cannon fire as described in the heavy trench and artillery warfare of the Crimean War 
(Context, 2015:4). Similarly, nearby Redan was named after Redan Fort, Crimea, the location of another battle during the 
Crimean War (Jenkins 1964:unpaginated). On 1 November 1864 the Borough of Sebastopol was formed (Context 
2015:10).



In order to mine on Crown land, a license system was implemented in 1851, at the beginning of the gold rush, but was 
soon considered prohibitive by the miners and caused unrest, which lead to the Eureka uprising on 3 December 1854. As 
a result, Gold Licenses were replaced with Miner's Rights as the necessary evidence for the occupation of a claim, as 
stated in the 1855 (third) Goldfields Act. The fourth Goldfields Act of 1858 gave increased privileges to holders of 
Miner's Rights, including the right to make a residential claim. At this date, land for the purpose of a residence could not 
exceed 1/8 acre (20 perches) in extent (Wood, 1858). According to the Mining Statute of 1865, one quarter of an acre 
could be occupied for residential purposes. This allowed the construction of a house and gave the lessee the rights of an 
owner (PROV, 'Index to Residence Area Rights' description, VPRS 15678). This resulted in the establishment of gold-
mining towns such as Sebastopol (Miner's Right collection; Goldfields research centre, pers. comm., Nov 2011). The 
provision of residence areas, leased from the Crown at low rents, allowed two-thirds of miners to own their own homes, 
often small cottages 'with gardens big enough for hens and vegetables' (Dingle 1984:96). The residence areas, such as 
those found in Sebastopol, were established in response to the generally poor conditions and economic insecurity suffered 
by the majority of miners, as 'little of the gold they mined stuck to their fingers' (Dingle 1984:96). In Sebastopol, many 
houses were built while the land was held under Miner's Rights. An exception is the early commercial hub on Albert 
Street, near Birdwood Avenue, where freehold land sales occurred in the 1860s. 



Under the 1884 Residence Areas Act, holders of Miner's Rights were now able to purchase land in gold-bearing areas, if 
they had resided on the land for two and a half years, made substantial improvements and if the land was not required for 
mining or public purposes (PROV, 'Register of purchases, residential areas' description, VPRS 14294). 
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Gold mining in Sebastopol began to slow and ceased altogether after the outbreak of World War I. As a result, the 
community reduced in size, as miners sought employment elsewhere, with many of the houses removed and relocated. 
The population decrease was reflected in school enrolment numbers, particularly at Sebastopol State School No. 1167 
(Sebastopol State School c1973 pamphlet).



Post World War II the population again began to rise and the influence of postwar immigration on the area was 
significant. New industries appeared, along with many new houses (Sebastopol State School c1973 pamphlet; Context 
2015:10). Gradually, Miner's Rights were converted to freehold, with an increase evident in the 1960s in the Ballarat 
area. Certificates of Title for properties in Sebastopol indicate that Crown Grants were issued into the 1970s and 80s.



History of street names in Sebastopol



Like most localities, a number of streets were named in honour of British royalty. In Sebastopol, this is evident in Albert, 
Alfred, Queen, Crown and Victoria Streets, to name a few. While the names of other Sebastopol streets originated from 
mines of the same name, such as Albion and Picton Streets. Birdwood Avenue was named in honour of General William 
Birdwood in 1917; Beverin Street took the name of Frank Beverin, Mayor of Sebastopol in 1864; Grant Street was named 
after an early butcher, Isaac Grant; while Vickers Street was named after a first Councillor, Isaac Vickers (Jenkins and 
Jenkins 1980:130-132). Kent Street was named after Nicholas Kent from Cornwall, mine manager of the Grand Duke and 
Central Plateau companies and Mayor of Sebastopol 1873-4 (Dell & Menhennet, 2003:32-3). 



Albert Street was originally known as Government Road and has been the main street of Sebastopol since settlement, and 
is part of what has been suggested as the oldest road in Western Victoria (Jenkins & Jenkins, 1980:4). Albert Street, 
near Birdwood Avenue has been the commercial hub of the town since its earliest days, with land sales dating to the 
1860s.



History of residential development



The following is taken from the Sebastopol Heritage Study Stage 2: Volume 1 (Context, 2015:15-16):



The history of residential development in Sebastopol can be classified into five main categories. These are the 
development of timber cottages (c1850 - 1890) associated mostly with the need for residences for workers in the mining 
industry and its associated sectors; the late Victorian period (1880 - 1900); late Federation (from the late 1910s to early 
1920s); the Interwar period, predominately of bungalow development; and the expansion of newer housing in the post-
war period.



Sebastopol's residential development can also be seen within the context of the broader fortunes of Ballarat, with which it 
was historically associated. Ballarat broadly experienced a transition from a gold based economy, with a growing 
industrial and manufacturing economy following the contraction of gold mining in the early twentieth century (Bate, 
1993:31-32). Ballarat itself experienced a declining population during the early stages of this transition, but different 
areas were affected differently. For example, Ballarat's population as a whole, including Sebastopol, fell from 1901 to 
1921, from over 46,000 to a little over 36,000, however West Ballarat lost only 4% compared to a loss of 15% in East 
Ballarat (Bate, 1993:32). Sebastopol itself saw a drop in population from 2,174 people and 515 dwellings in 1911 to 
1,744 people and 420 dwellings in 1921. This fall stabilised during the 1920s, with 1,728 residents recorded in 1933 and 
444 dwellings (Australian census figures). The built environments of previously predominant gold mining areas such as 
Sebastopol were affected by the departure of many gold mining families who often removed their timber and 
weatherboard cottages with them (Bate, 1993:41). Those who remained were in large part skilled workers, who 
demanded and could afford a more permanently constructed home. It was as the 1920s progressed that population decline 
turned around in Ballarat, with its population regained by 1933 due to a reinvigorated manufacturing sector during the era 
of trade protection (Bate 1993; Kelly 1996; Dingle 1984:99) has speculated that 'it was the richness and extent of the 
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[gold] deposits which allowed [Ballarat and Bendigo] to grow so large, and their size then allowed them to diversify their 
economy in a way which smaller towns could not copy'. Among the successes of Ballarat for example was the Phoenix 
Foundry Company that built steam locomotives for the railways, and even after these dream foundered, the position of 
Ballarat as a regional service centre for farming hinterlands and its relative proximity to Melbourne buttressed its 
economy (Dingle 1984:99-100; Bate 1993). A critical mass of population, provided for by ongoing housing development 
and serviced by commercial their centres, was thus a central reason for the survival of Ballarat and its satellite Sebastopol 
once other mining towns dwindled. Certainly, Sebastopol turned around over the same period as Ballarat more generally, 
with a marked increase in population to 2,041 people and 492 dwellings by 1947. The postwar period was a boom time in 
house construction and population, with an increase to 3,265 people and 842 dwellings in 1954 (Australian census 
figures).



Because of the composition of the skilled workforce, and the residual wealth of mining combined with the Miners Rights 
under the 1884 Residence Areas Act, the rate of home ownership in Ballarat area broadly was an unusually high 67% 
compared to Melbourne's 52% (Bate, 1993:43). The provision of residence areas, leased from the Crown at low rents, 
allowed two-thirds of miners to own their own homes, often small cottages 'with gardens big enough for hens and 
vegetables' (Dingle 1984:96). The residence areas, such as that found in Sebastopol, were established in response to the 
generally poor conditions and economic insecurity suffered by the majority of miners, as 'little of the gold they mined 
stuck to their fingers' (Dingle 1984:96). In Sebastopol, a majority of houses were owned under Miner's Rights and a 
minority purchased the freehold from the Crown in the nineteenth century. An exception were the small parcels in the 
early commercial hubs (eg. Albert Street near the corner of Birdwood Avenue) and properties in the nearby areas, the 
Crown Grants for which can date to the 1860s.



Timber mining cottages



From the 1850s, following the discovery of gold, Sebastopol grew into a settlement dominated by tent towns. With 
financial success, timber cottages were constructed for miners and those working within its associated sectors, 
particularly in those engaged in supplying goods and produce to those working in the mines. The isolated timber cottages 
which survive throughout the streets of Sebastopol are almost certainly constructed between the discovery of gold in 
Sebastopol in 1851 and the beginning of the decline of the deep lead mines, around 1890. The Borough of Sebastopol 
Rate Books for this periods are not available, but a stylistic assessment of these buildings based on their structure, form 
and building material and methods supports this date range. These timber cottages, are the earliest surviving residential 
buildings in Sebastopol, and provide a valuable insight into the way a class of people lived. 



N.B. The historical information for places in Sebastopol is limited, as a majority of the land was occupied, and houses 
built, on land that was owned by the Crown and leased under Miner's Rights. As a result, a majority of the Crown Grants 
were issued after the construction of the house, making it difficult to determine early owners from Title information. The 
location of the pre-1906 rate books for Sebastopol is not known (as the historical society, Ballarat PROV and Council are 
aware), further preventing the determination of construction dates. 
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Blake, Leslie (1973), Vision and Realisation, A centenary history of state education in Victoria, Melbourne.

Dell, Lillian & Joy Menhennet (2003), Cornish Pioneers of Ballarat, Vols I & II, Ballarat.

Dingle, Tony (1984), The Victorians: Settling, Melbourne. 

Context (2015), Sebastopol Heritage Study Stage 2: Volume 1: Key Findings & Recommendations; Thematic 
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Nov 2011.
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Public Records Office, Victoria (PROV), 'Register of purchases, residential areas' description, VPRS 14294. 

Public Records Office, Victoria (PROV), 'Index to Residence Area Rights' description, VPRS 15678. 

Sebastopol State School (c1973), 'Sebastopol State School No.1167 Centenary, 1873-1973', pamphlet [unpaginated].

Wood, John Dennistoun, 'The Gold Fields Act: A practical explanation with an abstract of the Act and appendices', 
pamphlet held by the State Library of Victoria, http://www.slv.vic.gov.au/vicpamphlets/0/3/9/pdf/vp0393.pdf, accessed 
Nov 2011.

Description 

 
Physical Description 

 
The individual places which make up the Timber Mining Cottage Series are located in Albert Street, Birdwood Avenue, 
Charlotte Street, Victoria Street, Walker Street, Wilson's Lane and Yarrowee Street, in Sebastopol. The buildings are all 
stylistically very good examples of the modest timber cottages, some relocated and relocatable associated with 
Sebastopol's earliest residences and population. All of the residences are located on individual allotments of varying size 
within the former township of Sebastopol. The land on which the residences stand is generally non-contiguous in 
location. The residences date from as early as 1855 through to the late 1880s. Historically, there is evidence of this type 
of cottage being moved between mining towns, including within Sebastopol. The limited historical information available 
suggests that many of the cottages were not on their current allotments until the late 1870s, although their construction 
date may be much earlier than this. The cottages are generally associated with the two main periods of gold 'boom' in 
Sebastopol - 1855-1870 and 1885-1890.



Setback and allotments



The properties are typically set back between 3 and 6 meters from the title boundary. There are two examples where the 
set back is greater than this (133 Albert Street, set back 7.5 metres; and 209 Yarrowee Street, set back 10.5 metres). Other 
than those on corner allotments, all residences have generous side set-backs, allowing views of side elevations and roof 
forms which assist in understanding the sequence of building development.



Gardens and trees



Several of the residences have mature gardens and large trees which provide a context and setting for the residence, 
others have little or no visible garden or plantings. Notable trees and gardens are located at 23 Victoria Street, which has 
a fine example of Ulmus glabra 'Lutescens' (Golden Wych Elm) planted on the boundary with 21 Victoria Street and 
other mature trees in the rear garden. 197 Yarrowee Street has an appropriate (if reconstructed) front garden layout using 
red bricks to create a symmetrical cottage garden. Typically the residences have low, stylistically appropriate fences on 
the street boundary, dating from various periods. The most common types are modern imitations of timber picket fences. 
Few early fences survive. The notable fences include 23 Victoria Street - a fine hairpin fence and original simple gate, 21 
Victoria Street has a simple timber and heavy gauge cyclone wire fence from the interwar period. Othe replacement fence 
types include low brick fences, steel pipe and mesh and decorative cast iron modern types.



Materials and design



The doubled fronted cottage with or without a front verandah is one of the simplest nineteenth century residential 
building types, with variations of roof type - the earliest dating from the 1850s with a simple hip roof. Later roof types 
include the single or multiple transverse gable forms or additions to the hip in the form of a secondary hip, a gable, 
skillion or combination of these, often showing a clear sequence of building development over time.
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The two main roof styles exhibited in this series is the simple hip (with later additions of gable/skillion etc.) and the 
transverse gable (with later additions of additional gables/skillion etc.). The original roof cladding is likely to have been 
corrugated iron - no original short sheets or iron are evident, as most have been replaced with new corrugated iron, or in 
the case of 32 Charlotte Street and 23 Victoria Street, various forms of roof tile. Some roofs have been reclad in 
zincalume. 



The cottages are all modest in size, single storey, block fronted and constructed of weatherboard with timber framed 
windows and timber doors. The verandahs are all timber and corrugated iron, supported by timber posts. Some verandahs 
have had alterations pre-1950, such as the Federation style timber verandah at 32 Charlotte Street (c.1900-1910), the 
interwar additions to the verandah at 133 Albert Street (brick piers supporting timber posts). These alterations do not 
detract from the integrity of the cottage; rather, they represent subsequent change and development over time. 



All of the cottages are symmetrically arranged, with a central door flanked by double hung timber sash windows. Almost 
all of the cottages have one up one down sash windows, the exception being 9 Birdwood Avenue, which retains its 
original twelve pane double hung sash windows, suggesting an early permanant date for the cottage. Almost all of the 
front doors are 4 or 6 panelled timber doors which are original to the residence, although 209 Yarrowee Street has a 
reproduction timber door. A nine paned timber panelled door survives at 9 Birdwood Avenue, and some doors have side 
lights and fan lights, suggesting either a later construction date or late nineteenth century renovations. 



The cottages have either short simple red brick external chimneys with little or no detailing, which appear to date to the 
interwar period (9 and 49-51 Birdwood Avenue, and 32 and 38 Charlotte Street) or taller bichromatic external chimneys 
(37 Birdwood Avenue and 23 Victoria Street). 133 Albert Street has a short red brick chimney with a later addition of 
bichromatic corbelled chimney stack in the late 1890s.The following residences within this listing no longer retain their 
chimneys: 21 Victoria Street, 49 Wilsons Lane, 197 and 209 Yarrowee Streets. 



All of the cottages in this series are clad in weatherboard, although some have had vinyl or trick brick cladding placed 
over the weatherboard, which is easily removable. 



Typical of the early and mid-Victorian period, and the modest nature of these cottages, there are limited original 
decorative features. 23 Victoria Street has simple scrolled under eave timber brackets (which may have been added at the 
time the chimney was constructed c. 1890s) and 133 Albert Street has interspersed scrolled timber brackets and roundels 
beneath the eaves. 



Most of the cottages have slightly convex verandahs, clad in corrugated iron. The exceptions are at 32 Charlotte Street, 
where a broken back verandah has been added circa 1900-1910, 37 Birdwood Avenue, which has a new straight roof 
verandah and 38 Charlotte Street which has a 1960s verandah stretching across a portion of the facade. It is likely that 
none of the cottages originally had verandah flooring other than dirt, asphaltor later concrete. None are raised above 
ground level. The verandah posts are generally square timber, set in a shallow concrete base. 23 Victoria Street has 
decorative Moderne style iron verandah supports. There is one example of an interwar verandah where brick piers have 
been added to the timber verandah (133 Albert Street). Many verandahs have later cast-iron friezes (some dating from the 
late nineteenth century, although many are much later) 



All the houses referred to are listed with histories and illustrated in the Schedule of Properties of the Sebastopol Heritage 
Study (Context 2015). 







Notable individual Features within this listing:
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133 Albert Street

The gables on the side elevations have ornate timber bargeboards and turned timber finials, showing a Gothic Revival 
influence. The cornice on the facade comprises the alternating timber brackets and roundels. The verandah has an elegant 
convex roof and an ornate cast iron frieze, which may be a modern addition, as the timber verandah posts are of a recent 
date. The windows on the north and south elevations are original. There are a number of early outbuildings at the rear of 
the property that may be of interest, but were not able to be viewed from the public realm.



9 Birdwood Avenue

The early twelve-pane double hung sash windows, glass pane and timber panel door and the modest size and scale of this 
cottage indicate that it is one of the earliest surviving cottages in Sebastopol. The addition at the rear and on the west 
elevation is not sympathetic. 


Physical Condition 

 
The following cottages are in good condition:



133 Albert Street, 9 Birdwood Avenue, 37 Birdwood Avenue, 38 Charlotte Street, 21 Victoria Street, 23 Victoria Street, 
10 Walker Street, 49 Wilsons Lane, 197 Yarrowee Street, 209 Yarrowee Street.



The cottage at 32 Charlotte Street is in fair condition.



The cottage at 49-51 Birdwood Avenue is in poor condition. 


Statement of Significance 

 
What is significant?



The Timber Mining Cottage Series is located in Albert Street, Birdwood Avenue, Charlotte Street, Walker Street, 
Wilsons Lane, Victoria Street and Yarrowee Street Sebastopol. They are on individual allotments and are non-contiguous 
in location. The residences date between 1850 and 1890. The significant elements of each place include the external 
fabric including the chimneys, verandahs, building (and roof) form and materials, early outbuildings to the rear of the 
main dwelling, the early front fences and pathways, particularly those intact examples at 21 and 23 Victoria Street, the 
mature gardens and trees, including a fine example of a Wych Elm at 23 Victoria Street, the modest front setbacks and 
the views to the side elevation of the residences from the public realm. The places included in this serial listing are:



133 Albert Street



9 Birdwood Avenue



37 Birdwood Avenue



49-51 Birdwood Avenue



32 Charlotte Street



38 Charlotte Street



21 Victoria Street
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23 Victoria Street



10 Walker Street



49 Wilsons Lane



197 Yarrowee Street



209 Yarrowee Street



How is it significant?



The Timber Mining Cottage Series is of local historical and aesthetic/architectural significance to the township of 
Sebastopol and the City of Ballarat.



Why is it significant?



The Timber Mining Cottage Series is of historical significance as the earliest surviving residences in Sebastopol. The 
timber cottages all date from between 1855 and 1890 and demonstrate the typical residences of working people in 
Sebastopol and other local mining areas in the nineteenth century. Many of the timber cottages have been relocated to 
Sebastopol from other mining settlements, as working miners families (and those involved in service to miners and the 
mines) often relocated their cottages with them while following the gold leads and settlements which were established 
around permanent shafts. Later additions to the cottages, such as verandahs, gardens, bichromatic chimneys represent the 
consolidation of the township of Sebastopol from the 1860s, and the second mining 'boom' from 1886-1909. (Criterion 
A)



While they are typically modest in design and architectural expression, and constructed of timber, they are nevertheless 
comparatively intact examples of common nineteenth early to mid-nineteenth century housing types, albeit some were 
constructed or relocated to their present site as late as 1890. The subject properties include excellent examples of double-
fronted houses with various combinations of simple hip and transverse gable arrangement, intact brick chimneys of red 
brick, front verandahs and symmetrical arrangements of windows and central door. (Criterion D and E)

Recommendations 2015 
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External Paint Controls

Internal Alteration Controls

Tree Controls

Fences & Outbuildings

Prohibited Uses May Be Permitted

Incorporated Plan

Aboriginal Heritage Place
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Timber Mining Cottage Serial Listing 

Context Pty Ltd (2015), Sebastopol Heritage Study Stage 2, report prepared for the City of Ballarat.  

Victorian Historic Themes 

6.7 Making homes for Victorians 

4.5 Gold mining 

Precinct history 

From the 1850s, following the discovery of gold, Sebastopol grew into a settlement dominated by tent towns. With financial success, timber cottages were 
constructed for miners and those working within its associated sectors, particularly in those engaged in supplying goods and produce to those working in 
the mines. The isolated timber cottages which survive throughout the streets of Sebastopol are almost certainly constructed between the discovery of gold 
in Sebastopol in 1851 and the beginning of the decline of the deep lead mines, around 1890. The Borough of Sebastopol Rate Books for this periods are 
not available, but a stylistic assessment of these buildings based on their structure, form and building material and methods supports this date range. These 
timber cottages, are the earliest surviving residential buildings in Sebastopol, and provide a valuable insight into the way a class of people lived (Context 
2015:15-16).  

Source 

Context (2015), Sebastopol Thematic Environmental History, prepared for City of Ballarat. 

 

 Address Image Place Condition Integrity Significance Description 

  Albert Street, Sebastopol 

1. 133 

 

Timber cottage Good Good Recommended 
for inclusion in 
serial listing 

Timber cottage with three 
gables on the side elevations. 
The gables have ornate 
timber bargeboards and 
timber finials, showing a 
Gothic Revival influence. A 
slightly convex verandah, 
with ornate Victorian frieze 
and brackets, is supported by 
timber posts. The frieze may 
be a modern addition, as the 
timber posts and balustrade 
are of a recent date. 
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 Address Image Place Condition Integrity Significance Description 

  The Crown Grant for the land (allotment 16A, section 10) was issued to ML Carter, as the executor of the estate of J Carter, in December 1977 
(Township of Sebastopol plan). The late issue of the Crown Grant indicates that prior to this date, the land was leased from the Crown under a 
Miner’s Right.  Stylistically, the cottage appears to date from circa 1860-1870, as evidenced by the  triple gable roof. Early photographs (c.  of 
Sebastopol show very similar styles of timber buildings (including a commercial building) with the same, unusual roof form. 

Source 
Township of Sebastopol Plan, VPRS 16171/P1/Unit 5707 part 2, held at Public Records Office of Victoria. 

  Birdwood Avenue 

2. 9 

 

Timber cottage Good Good Recommended 
for inclusion in 
serial listing 

Timber cottage with hipped 
roof and verandah, both clad 
in corrugated iron. 
Symmetrical façade with a 
centered door and pair of 
double hung, six-over-six 
sash windows and nine 
panes in the door, indicating 
an early date. Later additions 
have been made to the rear 
of the cottage and the 
chimney appears to date to 
the interwar era.  

  The Crown Grant for the land (allotment 12A, section 5) was issued to S Osborne in February 1865 (Township of Sebastopol plan).  The simple 
symmetrical form, hipped roof and arrangement of doors and windows are typical of the period 1850-1870.  The cottage is believed to date from 
this period. (or something) 

Source 
Township of Sebastopol Plan, VPRS 16171/P1/Unit 5707 part 2, held at Public Records Office of Victoria. 

3. 37 

 

Timber cottage Good Good Recommended 
for inclusion in 
serial listing 

Symmetrical façade with 
hipped roof clad in 
corrugated iron. 
Polychromatic chimney. The 
verandah appears to be from 
a later date. Central door 
with a fanlight, flanked by 
one-over-one double hung 
sash windows.  
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  The Crown Grant for the land (allotment 6A, section23) was issued to IP Rook in February 1980. The late issue of the Crown Grant indicates that 
prior to this date, the land was leased from the Crown under a Miner’s Right (Township of Sebastopol plan).   The simple symmetrical form, 
hipped roof and arrangement of doors and windows are typical of the period 1850-1870. The setting of the cottage, close to the street boundary 
suggest that it may date from as early as 1860. 

Source 
Township of Sebastopol Plan, VPRS 16171/P1/Unit 5707 part 2, held at Public Records Office of Victoria. 

4. 49-51 

 

Timber cottage Poor Fair Recommended 
for inclusion in 
serial listing 

A timber cottage with two 
gables to the side facades. 
The north façade has been 
half enclosed with a later 
skillion addition, while a 
skillion extends the length of 
the south façade.  

  The Crown Grant for the land (allotment 1, section 23) was issued to EN Kent (executor) and WG Trethewey in November 1942. The late issue 
of the Crown Grant indicates that prior to this date, the land was leased from the Crown under a Miner’s Right. At this date the parcel included the 
current number 43A Albion Street and properties to the east (Township of Sebastopol plan). The triple gable roof form of this cottage is seen in 
Sebastopol from around 1860-1890.  There is evidence of its use in commercial buildings in Albert Street as early as 1866.  In the absence of rate 
records, stylistically speaking the cottage is likely to date from c1870. 

Source 
Township of Sebastopol Plan, VPRS 16171/P1/Unit 5707 part 2, held at Public Records Office of Victoria. 

  Charlotte Street 

6. 32 

 

Timber cottage Fair Fair  Recommended 
for inclusion in 
serial listing 

Cottage with two gables to 
the side elevations and a 
skillion to the rear. 
Additional (removable) 
cladding to the external walls 
and roof, and altered 
window openings and 
verandah. The chimney 
appears to date to the 
interwar era.  
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  A survey dating to August 1879 indicates that the land was leased by William Hicks (lease application 221), and the occupant was C George. No 
building was evident, within the vicinity of 32 Charlotte Street, at this date (Surveyor’s field notebooks, book 4:123).  

Stylistically, the diminutive form, symmetrical arrangement of the building and windows and the traditional gable with straight verandah, indicate 
that the building dates from the period 1860-1890. Information given in the 1879 survey conclusively shows that this cottage dates between 1879-
1890. 

The Crown Grant for the property (allotment 5, section 9A), which originally measured three acres, was issued to HJ Edwards in September 1946 
(Township of Sebastopol plan). The late issue of the Crown Grant indicates that prior to this date, the land was leased from the Crown under a 
Miner’s Right . 

Source 
Surveyor’s Field Notebooks, 1869-1886, VPRS 3688/P0/Unit 1, held at the Ballarat branch of the Public Records Office of Victoria.   
Township of Sebastopol Plan, VPRS 16171/P1/Unit 5707 part 2, held at Public Records Office of Victoria. 

7. 38 

 

Timber cottage Good Fair  Recommended 
for inclusion in 
serial listing 

A timber cottage with a 
symmetrical plan and later 
(asymmetrical) verandah. 
The cottage has a hipped 
roof and additions to the 
rear.  

   

  
Victoria Street 

8. 21 

 

Timber cottage Good Good Recommended 
for inclusion in 
serial listing 

A timber cottage with a 
symmetrical façade and 
hipped roof. The hipped 
verandah is supported on 
timber posts and has a 
simple timber frieze which 
appear to be a recent 
alteration. 
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  The Crown Grant for the land (allotment 1E, section 5) was issued to J Smith in March 1968 (Township of Sebastopol plan). The late issue of the 
Crown Grant indicates that prior to this date, the land was leased from the Crown under a Miner’s Right . 

The simple symmetrical form, low hipped roof and arrangement of doors and windows are typical of timber cottages constructed in Sebastopol 
between 1860-1880.  

Source 
Township of Sebastopol Plan, VPRS 16171/P1/Unit 5707 part 2, held at Public Records Office of Victoria. 

9. 23 

 

Timber cottage Good Good Recommended 
for inclusion in 
serial listing 

Timber cottage with two 
gables to the side elevations, 
a skillion to the rear with a 
separate roofline, and slightly 
convex verandah on the 
façade. The verandah posts 
and roof cladding have been 
altered, but these represent a 
period in the history of the 
house. Otherwise fairly 
intact.   

  The Crown Grant for the land (allotment 1D, section 5) was issued to VA Moran in November 1961 (Township of Sebastopol plan). The late 
issue of the Crown Grant indicates that prior to this date, the land was leased from the Crown under a Miner’s Right. 

Source 
Township of Sebastopol Plan, VPRS 16171/P1/Unit 5707 part 2, held at Public Records Office of Victoria. 

  
Walker Street 

10. 10 

 

(Source: Google maps) 

Timber Cottage Good Good Recommended 
for inclusion in 
serial listing 

A symmetrical timber-clad 
cottage with gabled roof and 
large skillion to the rear. A 
convex verandah runs the 
length of the façade and is 
supported by simple timber 
posts. The external walls 
have additional (removable) 
cladding.  

  The house at 10 Walker Street was the home of the Young family, particularly James Young. James was born in Sebastopol in 1857 and was one of 
ten children. He attended the private schools of Mr Holmes and Mr Trevatt and learnt the trade of a butcher. James married in 1880 and later 
moved to Geelong where he was a Councillor for twenty-five years and Mayor in 1925-6. It is not known at what date the Young family occupied 
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the house (SHS notes, 2011).  The traditional single gable with skillion addition to the rear and symmetrical arrangement of windows and doors 
indicates that the construction date for this cottage dates from 1860-1890. Its position in relation to Walker Street however (set back some distance 
from the street boundary) would indicate a slightly later date, circa 1885.  Alterations have occurred over time, including the addition of a verandah 
and vinyl cladding over the original weatherboards in the late twentieth century. 

The Crown Grant for the land (allotment 27B, section 10) was issued to GE Pouliot in April 1986 (Township of Sebastopol plan). The late issue of 
the Crown Grant indicates that prior to this date, the land was leased from the Crown under a Miner’s Right. 

Source 
Sebastopol Historical Society (SHS) photo & notes, viewed 2011. 
Township of Sebastopol Plan, VPRS 16171/P1/Unit 5707 part 2, held at Public Records Office of Victoria. 

  
Wilsons Lane 

11. 49 

 

Timber cottage 
‘Carronvale’ 

Good Good Recommended 
for inclusion in 
serial listing 

A symmetrical, timber-clad 
cottage with a gabled roof 
and slightly convex 
verandah, clad in corrugated 
iron. The verandah is 
supported by simple timber 
posts. A later addition to the 
side of the house is 
reversible. 

  The Crown Grant for the land (allotment 15, section 9A) was issued in December 1865 to either H Griffith or J Wilson; it is difficult to discern the 
exact location of the cottage on the Township plan. At this date, the properties in this location extended from Wilsons Lane to Yarrowee Street 
(Township of Sebastopol plan).  

Source 
Township of Sebastopol Plan, VPRS 16171/P1/Unit 5707 part 2, held at Public Records Office of Victoria. 
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Yarrowee Street 

12.  197 

 

Timber cottage Good Good Recommended 
for inclusion in 
serial listing 

A timber-clad cottage with a 
symmetrical façade, with two 
gables to the side elevations 
and skillion to the rear. A 
slightly convex verandah 
with an ornate frieze and 
brackets may be later 
additions. 

  A survey dating to August 1879 indicates that the land was leased by William Hicks (lease application 221), and the occupant was C George. No 
building was evident, within the vicinity of 197 Yarrowee Street, at this date (Surveyor’s field notebooks, book 4:123).  

The Crown Grant for the land (allotment 15, section 9A) was issued to AL and SM Palmer in September 1976. The original parcel appears to 
match the current boundaries (Township of Sebastopol plan). The late issue of the Crown Grant indicates that prior to this date, the land was 
leased from the Crown under a Miner’s Right.  

Source 
Surveyor’s Field Notebooks, 1869-1886, VPRS 3688/P0/Unit 1, held at the Ballarat branch of the Public Records Office of Victoria.   
Township of Sebastopol Plan, VPRS 16171/P1/Unit 5707 part 2, held at Public Records Office of Victoria. 

14.  209 

 

Timber cottage Good Good Recommended 
for inclusion in 
serial listing 

A timber clad cottage with a 
symmetrical façade and 
hipped roof. A slightly 
convex verandah is 
supported by simple timber 
posts and has ornate 
brackets and frieze of a later 
date.  

  A survey dating to August 1879 indicates that the land was leased by William Hicks (lease application 221), and the occupant was C George. No 
building was evident, within the vicinity of 209 Yarrowee Street, at this date (Surveyor’s field notebooks, book 4:123).  

The Crown Grant for the land (allotment 9, section 9A) was issued to A Reeves in March 1948. The late issue of the Crown Grant indicates that 
prior to this date, the land was leased from the Crown under a Miner’s Right (Township of Sebastopol plan).    

Source 
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Surveyor’s Field Notebooks, 1869-1886, VPRS 3688/P0/Unit 1, held at the Ballarat branch of the Public Records Office of Victoria.   
Township of Sebastopol Plan, VPRS 16171/P1/Unit 5707 part 2, held at Public Records Office of Victoria. 
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Integrity 

 
Both residences exhibit a high degree of integrity externally. Noted alterations include a new opening (aluminium framed 
sliding door) and wall mounted air conditioner onthe southern elevation at 166 Albert Street; new additions have been 
made to the rear of the residence at 226 Albert Street, and the corrugated iron roof has recently been replaced with 
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zincalume. 


History and Historical Context 

 
Locality history



Sebastopol, now a part of the City of Ballarat, was first settled by Europeans in the 1830s. There are many versions of 
who the first squatters in Sebastopol were and where they squatted, but according to Jenkins and Jenkins in The Golden 
Chain (1980), several men were involved in the establishment of pastoral activities in the area, including graziers 
William Cross Yuille, his brother Archie Yuille, Henry Anderson and T Learmonth.



The gold rushes, from 1851 through 1861, brought a new and transformative influx of people into the area. At the 
beginning of the era in the early 1850s, Sebastopol was a collection of tent towns. In 1852, deep lead mining technology 
and methods were first introduced to the Ballarat and Sebastopol goldfields by the newly arrived Cornish, Welsh, Irish 
and Scottish miners (Context 2015:3; Croggon 2002:26, 98). Successful mines in West Ballarat and Sebastopol were the 
Prince of Wales, Albion and the Working Miners, while the Band of Hope and Albion Consols mines were the area's 
largest and wealthiest (Context 2015:4-6).



From the 1850s, the town grew rapidly, particularly around its main centres of Cobblers' Hill, Victoria Street and along 
Albert Street (the focus of the town), and the tent towns gradually merged into formally surveyed town allotments. Cobb 
and Co's coaches passed through the area daily, and McLennans house removers operated in the area. Their business was 
testament to the shifting nature of population on the goldfields, as diggers chased new gold leads around the region, 
taking their houses and other buildings with them. However, Ballarat and Sebastopol were remarkable for the longevity 
of their gold booms (Context 2015:7).



In 1855 the area, commonly referred to as Bonshaw after the squatting run, was renamed 'Sebastopol' after Sevastopol in 
the Ukraine, the site of an important battle during the Crimean War (1853-56). The name 'Sebastopol' was also inspired 
by the realistic reportage of the war. As miners resorted to gunpowder to blast through the basaltic rock of the plateau, 
miners said the noise was like cannon fire as described in the heavy trench and artillery warfare of the Crimean War 
(Context, 2015:4). Similarly, nearby Redan was named after Redan Fort, Crimea, the location of another battle during the 
Crimean War (Jenkins 1964:unpaginated). On 1 November 1864 the Borough of Sebastopol was formed (Context 
2015:10).



In order to mine on Crown land, a license system was implemented in 1851, at the beginning of the gold rush, but was 
soon considered prohibitive by the miners and caused unrest, which lead to the Eureka uprising on 3 December 1854. As 
a result, Gold Licenses were replaced with Miner's Rights as the necessary evidence for the occupation of a claim, as 
stated in the 1855 (third) Goldfields Act,. The fourth Goldfields Act of 1858 gave increased privileges to holders of 
Miner's Rights, including the right to make a residential claim. At this date, land for the purpose of a residence could not 
exceed 1/8 acre (20 perches) in extent (Wood, 1858). According to the Mining Statute of 1865, one quarter of an acre 
could be occupied for residential purposes. This allowed the construction of a house and gave the lessee the rights of an 
owner (PROV, 'Index to Residence Area Rights' description, VPRS 15678). This resulted in the establishment of gold-
mining towns such as Sebastopol (Miner's Right collection; Goldfields research centre, pers. comm., Nov 2011). 



The provision of residence areas, leased from the Crown at low rents, allowed two-thirds of miners to own their own 
homes, often small cottages 'with gardens big enough for hens and vegetables' (Dingle 1984:96). The residence areas, 
such as that found in Sebastopol, were established in response to the generally poor conditions and economic insecurity 
suffered by the majority of miners, as 'little of the gold they mined stuck to their fingers' (Dingle 1984:96). In 
Sebastopol, many houses were built while the land was held under Miner's Rights. An exception is the early commercial 
hub on Albert Street, near Birdwood Avenue, where freehold land sales occurred in the 1860s. 
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Under the 1884 Residence Areas Act, holders of Miner's Rights were now able to purchase land in gold-bearing areas, if 
they had resided on the land for two and a half years, made substantial improvements and if the land was not required for 
mining or public purposes (PROV, 'Register of purchases, residential areas' description, VPRS 14294). 



The 1870s and early 1880s were difficult years in Sebastopol, when the mines yielded little ore. A number of the major 
mines closed during this period and little development occurred. Between 1883 and 1885 no gold was produced in the 
township. Yet salvation came in 1886, with the finds of rich ore by the Star of the East Co. and the South Star Co. The 
South Star Co, Sebastopol plateau and Central plateau began sinking their shafts - Sebastopol's second major gold 
'boom' commenced. This boom period continued until the early years of the twentieth century. In 1902 the Prince of 
Wales and Bonshaw Quartz mine closed, and the South Star Company suspended operations in 1903-1905, finally 
closing for the last time in 1909.



Gold mining in Sebastopol began to slow significantly post-1909 and ceased altogether after World War I; the last mine 
closed in 1919. As a result, the community reduced in size, as miners sought employment elsewhere, with many small 
timber cottages occupied by mining families removed and relocated. The population decrease was reflected in school 
enrolment numbers, particularly at Sebastopol State School No. 1167 (Sebastopol State School c1973 pamphlet).



Post World War II the population again began to rise and the influence of post-war immigration on the area was 
significant. New industries appeared, along with many new houses (Sebastopol State School c1973 pamphlet; Context 
2015:10). Gradually, Miner's Rights were converted to freehold, with an increase evident in the 1960s in the Ballarat 
area. Certificates of Title for properties in Sebastopol indicate that Crown Grants were issued into the 1970s and 80s.



History of street names in Sebastopol



Like most localities, a number of streets were named in honour of British royalty. In Sebastopol, this is evident in Albert, 
Alfred, Queen, Crown and Victoria Streets, to name a few. While the names of other Sebastopol streets originated from 
mines of the same name, such as Albion and Picton Streets. Birdwood Avenue was named in honour of General William 
Birdwood in 1917; Beverin Street took the name of Frank Beverin, Mayor of Sebastopol in 1864; Grant Street was named 
after an early butcher, Isaac Grant; while Vickers Street was named after a first Councillor, Isaac Vickers (Jenkins and 
Jenkins 1980:130-132). Kent Street was named after Nicholas Kent from Cornwall, mine manager of the Grand Duke and 
Central Plateau companies and Mayor of Sebastopol 1873-4 (Dell & Menhennet, 2003:32-3). 



Albert Street was originally known as Government Road and has been the main street of Sebastopol since settlement, and 
is part of what has been suggested as the oldest road in Western Victoria (Jenkins & Jenkins, 1980:4). Albert Street, 
near Birdwood Avenue has been the commercial hub of the town since its earliest days, with land sales dating to the 
1860s.



History of residential development



The following is taken from the Sebastopol Heritage Study Stage 2: Volume 1 (Context, 2015:15-16):



The history of residential development in Sebastopol can be classified into five main categories. These are the 
development of timber cottages (c1850 - 1890) associated mostly with the need for residences for workers in the mining 
industry and its associated sectors; the late Victorian period (1880 - 1900); late Federation (from the late 1910s to early 
1920s); the Interwar period, predominately of bungalow development; and the expansion of newer housing in the post-
war period.



Sebastopol's residential development can also be seen within the context of the broader fortunes of Ballarat, with which it 
was historically associated. Ballarat broadly experienced a transition from a gold based economy, with a growing 
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industrial and manufacturing economy following the contraction of gold mining in the early twentieth century (Bate, 
1993:31-32). Ballarat itself experienced a declining population during the early stages of this transition, but different 
areas were affected differently. For example, Ballarat's population as a whole, including Sebastopol, fell from 1901 to 
1921, from over 46,000 to a little over 36,000, however West Ballarat lost only 4% compared to a loss of 15% in East 
Ballarat (Bate, 1993:32). Sebastopol itself saw a drop in population from 2,174 people and 515 dwellings in 1911 to 
1,744 people and 420 dwellings in 1921. This fall stabilised during the 1920s, with 1,728 residents recorded in 1933 and 
444 dwellings (Australian census figures). 



The built environments of previously predominant gold mining areas such as Sebastopol were affected by the departure 
of many gold mining families who often removed their timber and weatherboard cottages with them (Bate, 1993:41). 
Those who remained were in large part skilled workers, who demanded and could afford a more permanently constructed 
home. It was as the 1920s progressed that population decline turned around in Ballarat, with its population regained by 
1933 due to a reinvigorated manufacturing sector during the era of trade protection (Bate 1993; Kelly 1996; Dingle 
1984:99) has speculated that 'it was the richness and extent of the [gold] deposits which allowed [Ballarat and Bendigo] 
to grow so large, and their size then allowed them to diversify their economy in a way which smaller towns could not 
copy'. Among the successes of Ballarat for example was the Phoenix Foundry Company that built steam locomotives for 
the railways, and even after these dream foundered, the position of Ballarat as a regional service centre for farming 
hinterlands and its relative proximity to Melbourne buttressed its economy (Dingle 1984:99-100; Bate 1993). A critical 
mass of population, provided for by ongoing housing development and serviced by commercial their centres, was thus a 
central reason for the survival of Ballarat and its satellite Sebastopol once other mining towns dwindled. Certainly, 
Sebastopol turned around over the same period as Ballarat more generally, with a marked increase in population to 2,041 
people and 492 dwellings by 1947.During this period of development in Ballarat, Sebastopol also increased gradually as 
a residential southern suburb of Ballarat proper. New infill development, mainly in the form of Bungalows with Arts and 
Crafts influence, began to appear, particularly in Albert Street, andmany earlier residences were remodelled with Arts and 
Crafts decoration. In Sebastopol, the remodelling of timber verandahs with brick peirs and or porches is prevalent. 



The post-war period was a boom time in house construction and population, with an increase to 3,265 people and 842 
dwellings in 1954 (Australian census figures).



Because of the composition of the skilled workforce, and the residual wealth of mining combined with the Miners Rights 
under the 1884 Residence Areas Act, the rate of home ownership in Ballarat area broadly was an unusually high 67% 
compared to Melbourne's 52% (Bate, 1993:43). The provision of residence areas, leased from the Crown at low rents, 
allowed two-thirds of miners to own their own homes, often small cottages 'with gardens big enough for hens and 
vegetables' (Dingle 1984:96). The residence areas, such as that found in Sebastopol, were established in response to the 
generally poor conditions and economic insecurity suffered by the majority of miners, as 'little of the gold they mined 
stuck to their fingers' (Dingle 1984:96). In Sebastopol, a majority of houses were owned under Miner's Rights and a 
minority purchased the freehold from the Crown in the nineteenth century. An exception were the small parcels in the 
early commercial hubs (eg. Albert Street near the corner of Birdwood Avenue) and properties in the nearby areas, the 
Crown Grants for which can date to the 1860s.



Late Federation residences



Gold mining in Sebastopol began to slow in the late nineteenth century and ceased altogether after the outbreak of World 
War I. During this period, the community reduced in size, as miners sought employment elsewhere, with many of the 
houses removed and relocated (Sebastopol State School c1973 pamphlet). This is reflected in the few residential houses 
dating between 1910 and the early 1920s in Sebastopol.



N.B. The historical information for places in Sebastopol is limited, as a majority of the land was occupied, and houses 
built, on land that was owned by the Crown and leased under Miner's Rights. As a result, a majority of the Crown Grants 
were issued after the construction of the house, making it difficult to determine early owners from Title information. The 
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location of the pre-1906 rate books for Sebastopol is not known (as the historical society, Ballarat PROV and Council are 
aware), further preventing the determination of construction dates. 
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Description 

 
Physical Description 

 
Location



The individual places which make up the Federation Residences serial listing are located at 166 and 226 Albert Street, in 
Sebastopol. The buildings are both stylistically good examples of simple Federation residences, designed to a modest 
price. Both residences are located on generous individual allotments within the former township of Sebastopol. The land 
on which the residences stand is non-contiguous in location. The residences are believed to date between circa 1915-1925 
placing them in the latter part of the Federation or Edwardian period.



Setback and allotments



The front and side setbacks for each residence are quite different. 166 Albert Street has deep front and side setback to the 
south (limited to the north) with a generous area of land at the rear (mostly built over by shedding). The fences between 
166 and 168 Albert Street have been removed, as has most of the garden setting to these residences, allowing a full view 
of the side elevations and facade. 226 Albert Street is set on a more modest sized corner allotment which still has a 
generous front setback, but little setback to the Ophir Street boundary. Modern development at 228 Albert Street and 2 
Ophir Street suggests that the residence was once on a much larger allotment which has been subdivided circa 1970. 



Gardens and trees



Any early garden, trees, fences, pathways and plantings at 166 Albert Street have been lost. Almost the whole allotment 
has been covered in concrete and a new powder coated steel fence is located across the street boundary. A privet hedge of 
unknown date (but highly appropriate for the period of the residence) encloses an attractive (though relatively modern) 
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garden at 226 Albert Street. No significant plantings were noted, but the garden does enhance the setting of the 
residence.



Materials and design



Both residences within this series are typical, if modest examples of simple single storey late Federation style houses. The 
houses both have asymmetrical rooflines, although relatively simple for the period, both originally clad in corrugated 
iron. The roof cladding at 226 Albert Street has been replaced with zincalume. They are both constructed of weatherboard 
and are asymmetrical in plan and exhibit typical design features of both the Federation period and the later Arts and 
Crafts Bungalow styles, placing their construction date towards the end of the Federation period (1915-1925). Typical 
Federation period features in the houses include the roofs: complex and dominant rooflines with a ventilation gablet to 
the front, projecting gabled bays, rams horn finials to the gables(both residences). Features which are exhibited in both 
Federation and later Arts and Crafts Bungalow style houses include the projecting gables with bay window, strapped 
timber detail to the gable ends and verandahs which are contiguous with the main roof. The canted bay windows evident 
on both residences have flat roofs with exposed rafter ends, more common to the Arts and Crafts movement. The houses 
both have verandah supports (brick piers) and chimneys more typical of that period. 



166 Albert Street shows a stronger Federation influence with a high gabled hip roof, a four panelled door with sidelights 
and fanlight and the groups of three hinged casement windows. It is distinguished however by an Arts and Crafts style 
rectangular chimney with roughcast rendered shaft and red brick cap, and massed tapering verandah piers typical of the 
Bungalow style.



226 Albert Street shows a stronger Arts and Crafts influence with a transverse gable roof, a red brick chimney with a row 
of soldier bricks at the top and the verandah supports of timber posts with Arts and Crafts fretwork set on low brick piers. 



Physical Condition 

 
The residence at 166 Albert Street is in good condition externally. The residence at 226 Albert Street is in good condition 
externally. 


Statement of Significance 

 
What is significant?



The houses of the Late Federation Residence Series are located at 166 Albert Street Sebastopol and 226 Albert Street 
Sebastopol. They are on individual allotments and are non-contiguous in location. The residences date between 1915-
1925. The significant elements of each place include the external fabric including the chimneys, verandahs, building (and 
roof) form and materials, the generous front setbacks, views to the side elevation of the residences from the public realm. 
The houses both have a good degree of integrity externally, and are in good condition. 



How is it significant?



The houses of the Late Federation Residence Series are of local historical and aesthetic/architectural significance to the 
township of Sebastopol and the City of Ballarat.



Why is it significant?



The houses of the Late Federation Residence Series are of local historical significance. The houses date from the period 
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of the 1915-1925. The very fact that there are so few houses typical of the Federation period constructed in Sebastopol 
demonstrates the changing fortunes of the town between the Victorian 'boom' and the revitalisation in the interwar 
period. These two places are rare examples of new residential development in Sebastopol between 1915-1925. This was a 
period of economic and population decline within the town. Very little new development occurred in Sebastopol in this 
period. Many small and medium sized industries and businesses closed during this period and the township's population 
also contracted. (Criterion A)



The houses in this Series are of architectural significance as good intact examples of residential architecture illustrating 
the transitional period between traditional Federation style residences and the popular Arts and Crafts Bungalow style. 
While they are typically modest in design and architectural expression, and constructed of timber, they are nevertheless 
comparatively intact examples of their type. (Criterion E)



Both residences exhibit elements typical of both periods including the asymmetrical dominant roof forms with a 
ventilation gablet to the front, projecting gabled bays, rams horn finials to the gables, typical of the late Federation 
period. Features which are exhibited in both Federation and later Arts and Crafts Bungalow style houses include the 
projecting gables with bay window, strapped timber detail to the gable ends and verandahs which are contiguous with the 
main roof. The canted bay windows evident on both residences have flat roofs with exposed rafter ends, more common to 
the Arts and Crafts movement. The houses both have verandah supports (brick piers) and chimneys more typical of that 
period. (Criterion D)



Recommendations



The Late Federation Residence Series are recommended for inclusion as a serial listing in the Schedule to the Heritage 
Overlay of the City of Ballarat Planning Scheme.



The individual propoerties should share the same Heritage Overlay number.

Recommendations 2015 

 

-

-

- 

- 

-

-

-

External Paint Controls

Internal Alteration Controls

Tree Controls

Fences & Outbuildings

Prohibited Uses May Be Permitted

Incorporated Plan

Aboriginal Heritage Place
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Late Federation Residence Serial Listing  

Context Pty Ltd (2015), Sebastopol Heritage Study Stage 2,  report prepared for the City of Ballarat.  

Victorian Historic Themes 

6.7 Making homes for Victorians 

Precinct history 

Gold mining in Sebastopol began to slow in the late nineteenth century and ceased altogether after the outbreak of World War I. During this period, the 
community reduced in size, as miners sought employment elsewhere, with many of the houses removed and relocated (Sebastopol State School c1973 
pamphlet). This is reflected in the few residential houses dating between 1910 and the early 1920s in Sebastopol (Context 2015:15-16).  

Source 

Context (2015), Sebastopol Thematic Environmental History, prepared for City of Ballarat. 

 

 Address Image Place Condition Integrity Significance Description 

  Albert Street, Sebastopol       

1. 166 

 

Timber house Good High Recommended 
for inclusion in 
serial listing 

A timber-clad house with an 
asymmetrical hip and gable 
roof, illustrating a Federation 
style. The rough-cast 
rendered chimney is typical 
of the Arts and Craft period, 
while the exposed rafters and 
verandah are typical of 
interwar era. 

  The Crown Grant for the land was issued to J Mounsey in December 1865. At this date the parcel extended west to Beverin Street (Township of 
Sebastopol plan). In 2011 the house serves as the offices of ‘American Made Cycles’.  

Sources 
Township of Sebastopol Plan, VPRS 16171/P1/Unit 5707 part 1, held at Public Records Office of Victoria. 
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 Address Image Place Condition Integrity Significance Description 

2. 226 

 

Timber house Good High Recommended 
for inclusion in 
serial listing 

A timber-clad house with an 
asymmetrical façade and 
roofline with a transverse 
gable. The fretwork of the 
verandah is typical of the 
Arts and Craft era, which 
rest upon red-brick piers.  

  The Crown Grant for the land (allotment 23C, section 38) was issued to HC Reynolds in December 1974. The late issue of the Crown Grant 
indicates that prior to this date, the land was leased from the Crown under a Miner’s Right (Township of Sebastopol plan).    

Source 
Township of Sebastopol Plan, VPRS 16171/P1/Unit 5707 part 2, held at Public Records Office of Victoria. 

 

 

 

 

58



HERITAGE CITATION REPORT

Name Jenkins Row Heritage Precinct

Address 12-20 Albert Street SEBASTOPOL Significance Level Local

Place Type Residential Precinct,Shop

Citation Date 2015

Recommended 
Heritage Protection

VHR No HI No PS Yes

Integrity 

 
All of the places within this precinct have a high degree of integrity externally. 14a Albert Street has had a carport 
constructed in line with the facade on the north side and 20 Albert Street has had a small shed roof garage constructed in 
line with the facde on the north side. Both these additions are reversible, and do not affect the significance or overall 
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intactness of the house.



12 Albert Street has had the cream brick overpainted, and the original shopfront windows have been removed and new 
aluminium windows have been inserted into the original opening. It retains a good degree of integrity. 


History and Historical Context 

 
Locality history



Sebastopol, now a part of the City of Ballarat, was first settled by Europeans in the 1830s. There are many versions of 
who the first squatters in Sebastopol were and where they squatted, but according to Jenkins and Jenkins in The Golden 
Chain (1980), several men were involved in the establishment of pastoral activities in the area, including graziers 
William Cross Yuille, his brother Archie Yuille, Henry Anderson and T Learmonth.



The gold rushes, from 1851 through 1861, brought a new and transformative influx of people into the area. At the 
beginning of the era in the early 1850s, Sebastopol was a collection of tent towns. In 1852, deep lead mining technology 
and methods were first introduced to the Ballarat and Sebastopol goldfields by the newly arrived Cornish, Welsh, Irish 
and Scottish miners (Context 2015:3; Croggon 2002:26, 98). Successful mines in West Ballarat and Sebastopol were the 
Prince of Wales, Albion and the Working Miners, while the Band of Hope and Albion Consols mines were the area's 
largest and wealthiest (Context 2015:4-6).



From the 1850s, the town grew rapidly, particularly around its main centres of Cobblers' Hill, Victoria Street and along 
Albert Street (the focus of the town), and the tent towns gradually merged into formally surveyed town allotments. Cobb 
and Co's coaches passed through the area daily, and McLennans house removers operated in the area. Their business was 
testament to the shifting nature of population on the goldfields, as diggers chased new gold leads around the region, 
taking their houses and other buildings with them. However, Ballarat and Sebastopol were remarkable for the longevity 
of their gold booms (Context 2015:7).



In 1855 the area, commonly referred to as Bonshaw after the squatting run, was renamed 'Sebastopol' after Sevastopol in 
the Ukraine, the site of an important battle during the Crimean War (1853-56). The name 'Sebastopol' was also inspired 
by the realistic reportage of the war. As miners resorted to gunpowder to blast through the basaltic rock of the plateau, 
miners said the noise was like cannon fire as described in the heavy trench and artillery warfare of the Crimean War 
(Context, 2015:4). Similarly, nearby Redan was named after Redan Fort, Crimea, the location of another battle during the 
Crimean War (Jenkins 1964:unpaginated). On 1 November 1864 the Borough of Sebastopol was formed (Context 
2015:10).



In order to mine on Crown land, a license system was implemented in 1851, at the beginning of the gold rush, but was 
soon considered prohibitive by the miners and caused unrest, which lead to the Eureka uprising on 3 December 1854. As 
a result, Gold Licenses were replaced with Miner's Rights as the necessary evidence for the occupation of a claim, as 
stated in the 1855 (third) Goldfields Act,. The fourth Goldfields Act of 1858 gave increased privileges to holders of 
Miner's Rights, including the right to make a residential claim. At this date, land for the purpose of a residence could not 
exceed 1/8 acre (20 perches) in extent (Wood, 1858). According to the Mining Statute of 1865, one quarter of an acre 
could be occupied for residential purposes. This allowed the construction of a house and gave the lessee the rights of an 
owner (PROV, 'Index to Residence Area Rights' description, VPRS 15678). This resulted in the establishment of gold-
mining towns such as Sebastopol (Miner's Right collection; Goldfields research centre, pers. comm., Nov 2011). The 
provision of residence areas, leased from the Crown at low rents, allowed two-thirds of miners to own their own homes, 
often small cottages 'with gardens big enough for hens and vegetables' (Dingle 1984:96). The residence areas, such as 
that found in Sebastopol, were established in response to the generally poor conditions and economic insecurity suffered 
by the majority of miners, as 'little of the gold they mined stuck to their fingers' (Dingle 1984:96). In Sebastopol, many 
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houses were built while the land was held under Miner's Rights. An exception is the early commercial hub on Albert 
Street, near Birdwood Avenue, where freehold land sales occurred in the 1860s. 



Under the 1884 Residence Areas Act, holders of Miner's Rights were now able to purchase land in gold-bearing areas, if 
they had resided on the land for two and a half years, made substantial improvements and if the land was not required for 
mining or public purposes (PROV, 'Register of purchases, residential areas' description, VPRS 14294). 



Gold mining in Sebastopol began to slow and ceased altogether after the outbreak of World War I. As a result, the 
community reduced in size, as miners sought employment elsewhere, with many of the houses removed and relocated. 
The population decrease was reflected in school enrolment numbers, particularly at Sebastopol State School No. 1167 
(Sebastopol State School c1973 pamphlet).



Post World War II the population again began to rise and the influence of postwar immigration on the area was 
significant. New industries appeared, along with many new houses (Sebastopol State School c1973 pamphlet; Context 
2015:10). Gradually, Miner's Rights were converted to freehold, with an increase evident in the 1960s in the Ballarat 
area. Certificates of Title for properties in Sebastopol indicate that Crown Grants were issued into the 1970s and 80s.



History of street names in Sebastopol



Like most localities, a number of streets were named in honour of British royalty. In Sebastopol, this is evident in Albert, 
Alfred, Queen, Crown and Victoria Streets, to name a few. While the names of other Sebastopol streets originated from 
mines of the same name, such as Albion and Picton Streets. Birdwood Avenue was named in honour of General William 
Birdwood in 1917; Beverin Street took the name of Frank Beverin, Mayor of Sebastopol in 1864; Grant Street was named 
after an early butcher, Isaac Grant; while Vickers Street was named after a first Councillor, Isaac Vickers (Jenkins and 
Jenkins 1980:130-132). Kent Street was named after Nicholas Kent from Cornwall, mine manager of the Grand Duke and 
Central Plateau companies and Mayor of Sebastopol 1873-4 (Dell & Menhennet, 2003:32-3). 



Albert Street was originally known as Government Road and has been the main street of Sebastopol since settlement, and 
is part of what has been suggested as the oldest road in Western Victoria (Jenkins & Jenkins, 1980:4). Albert Street, 
near Birdwood Avenue has been the commercial hub of the town since its earliest days, with land sales dating to the 
1860s.



History of residential development



The following is taken from the Sebastopol Heritage Study Stage 2: Volume 1 (Context, 2015:15-16):



The history of residential development in Sebastopol can be classified into five main categories. These are the 
development of timber cottages (c1850 - 1890) associated mostly with the need for residences for workers in the mining 
industry and its associated sectors; the late Victorian period (1880 - 1900); late Federation (from the late 1910s to early 
1920s); the Interwar period, predominately of bungalow development; and the expansion of newer housing in the post-
war period.



Sebastopol's residential development can also be seen within the context of the broader fortunes of Ballarat, with which it 
was historically associated. Ballarat broadly experienced a transition from a gold based economy, with a growing 
industrial and manufacturing economy following the contraction of gold mining in the early twentieth century (Bate, 
1993:31-32). Ballarat itself experienced a declining population during the early stages of this transition, but different 
areas were affected differently. For example, Ballarat's population as a whole, including Sebastopol, fell from 1901 to 
1921, from over 46,000 to a little over 36,000, however West Ballarat lost only 4% compared to a loss of 15% in East 
Ballarat (Bate, 1993:32). Sebastopol itself saw a drop in population from 2,174 people and 515 dwellings in 1911 to 
1,744 people and 420 dwellings in 1921. This fall stabilised during the 1920s, with 1,728 residents recorded in 1933 and 
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444 dwellings (Australian census figures). The built environments of previously predominant gold mining areas such as 
Sebastopol were affected by the departure of many gold mining families who often removed their timber and 
weatherboard cottages with them (Bate, 1993:41). Those who remained were in large part skilled workers, who 
demanded and could afford a more permanently constructed home. It was as the 1920s progressed that population decline 
turned around in Ballarat, with its population regained by 1933 due to a reinvigorated manufacturing sector during the era 
of trade protection (Bate 1993; Kelly 1996; Dingle 1984:99) has speculated that 'it was the richness and extent of the 
[gold] deposits which allowed [Ballarat and Bendigo] to grow so large, and their size then allowed them to diversify their 
economy in a way which smaller towns could not copy'. Among the successes of Ballarat for example was the Phoenix 
Foundry Company that built steam locomotives for the railways, and even after these dream foundered, the position of 
Ballarat as a regional service centre for farming hinterlands and its relative proximity to Melbourne buttressed its 
economy (Dingle 1984:99-100; Bate 1993). A critical mass of population, provided for by ongoing housing development 
and serviced by commercial their centres, was thus a central reason for the survival of Ballarat and its satellite Sebastopol 
once other mining towns dwindled. Certainly, Sebastopol turned around over the same period as Ballarat more generally, 
with a marked increase in population to 2,041 people and 492 dwellings by 1947. The postwar period was a boom time in 
house construction and population, with an increase to 3,265 people and 842 dwellings in 1954 (Australian census 
figures).



Because of the composition of the skilled workforce, and the residual wealth of mining combined with the Miners Rights 
under the 1884 Residence Areas Act, the rate of home ownership in Ballarat area broadly was an unusually high 67% 
compared to Melbourne's 52% (Bate, 1993:43). The provision of residence areas, leased from the Crown at low rents, 
allowed two-thirds of miners to own their own homes, often small cottages 'with gardens big enough for hens and 
vegetables' (Dingle 1984:96). The residence areas, such as that found in Sebastopol, were established in response to the 
generally poor conditions and economic insecurity suffered by the majority of miners, as 'little of the gold they mined 
stuck to their fingers' (Dingle 1984:96). In Sebastopol, a majority of houses were owned under Miner's Rights and a 
minority purchased the freehold from the Crown in the nineteenth century. An exception were the small parcels in the 
early commercial hubs (eg. Albert Street near the corner of Birdwood Avenue) and properties in the nearby areas, the 
Crown Grants for which can date to the 1860s.



Interwar bungalows



Interwar bungalows are a dominant residential type in Sebastopol. After the closure of the last mines in Sebastopol in 
1919, there was limited development until the mid 1920s, when the population began to stabalise as new developments 
were constructed on the site of the former mine land, and new residential housing stock replaced earlier houses and shops 
along Albert Street. Sebastopol's population expanded gradually as Ballarat's boundary began to merge with Sebastopol, 
making the township a southern 'suburb' of Ballarat. The period 1925-1935 was particularly prolific within the township 
for Bungalow style housing development. Several small rows of houses were designed and built in very similar styles 
either by private development (such as Jenkins Row at 12 -20 Albert Street) or speculative developers (140-148 Albert 
Street and 90 -100 Albert Street) on former mining land. The mining infrastructure and landscape continued to surround 
the buildings well into the mid twentieth century. It is likely that the majority of the bungalows were designed and 
constructed by one or two local builders who were operating in the area at the time. Many design features are similar, 
including the design of the unique brickwork patterning on front fences and chimneys, that was often reflected in the 
brickwork of the rather unusual flat roofed, irregular shaped entry porches. There are distinct rows of interwar bungalows 
which were developed during the same period, possibly as a speculative development. Others were private, such as the 
row known as 'Jenkins Parade'. The development of retail and of residential properties were closely related, through the 
property development activities of the Jenkins and other prominent local families. Jenkins Parade included the row of 
bungalows between 14A and 20 Albert Street and includes the former Jenkins butcher store at number 12. Rows of 
contiguous Interwar bungalows are also located at 90 - 100 Albert Street and further south at 140 - 148 Albert Street, 
testament to the population recovery in Sebastopol post World War I despite the closure of the gold mines. 



Precinct history
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The row of bungalows between 14A-20 Albert Street, and the Jenkins butcher shop at 12 Albert Street, were colloquially 
known (by those outside of the Jenkins family), as 'Jenkins Parade' in the early twentieth century. It was known as 
Jenkins Parade as the houses were all built by members of the Jenkins family, and the butcher shop was run by Evan 
Jenkins (SHS, 2011). Will 'Booie' Jenkins (son of William and Lydia Jenkins of 16 Albert Street) also ran the grocer 
store at 10 Albert Street during this period (Kerry Jenkins, 2012). Stylistic analysis of the houses within this precinct 
indicates that these houses date later than those of interwar bungalow precincts 2 and 3.



The Jenkins family were a prominent early family in Sebastopol, operating commercial premises and owning many 
houses in the area (SHS, 2011). Evan Jenkins was one of 11 children of Jacob and Maria Jenkins. Evan opened a butcher 
store at the age of 26 and became a prominent Sebastopol citizen. He was involved with the Carmel Welsh Presbyterian 
Church, whilst preaching at various other Ballarat churches for over 50 years (Kerry Jenkins, pers. comm., 27 Jan 2011). 
Jenkins was also the Borough of Sebastopol Mayor in 1928-29 and 1933-34 (Jenkins & Jenkins, 1980:136) and later 
wrote many publications on the history of Sebastopol, as did his brother Arthur. 



In the 1930s, the land immediately behind (west) Jenkins Parade consisted of stables and mullock heaps from the Guiding 
Star Mine. Many other members of the extended Jenkins family lived along Albert Street in the 1930s, including Eddie 
and Beth Jenkins at number 26 and Will 'Booie' and Isobel Jenkins at number 33 Albert Street (Kerry Jenkins, pers. 
comm., 27 Jan 2012). 



Further Information on the Jenkins Family, provided by Kerry Jenkins 



Evan Jenkins (Snr) 1866-1941 



Evan was the son of Jacob and Maria Jenkins (nee Morgan). He opened his own butcher shop in 1889 at the age of 26. 
The butcher business moved to 12 Albert Street in the 1920s and Evan Jenkins continued to run it with his brother 
William and son Evan ("Bocen"). Evan lived at the house which is now known as 14A which was originally built further 
to the right.



(Yes the No 12 parcel was longer and it was here that they stored the butchers carts and reworked animal products into 
dog food.)



Evan was also heavily involved in the Carmel Welsh Presbyterian Church and as a local preacher in other churches in 
Ballarat and the surrounding district for over 50 years. His typical Sunday involved preaching at 4 services; leaving at 
7am he would often not arrive home until 10pm. These journeys were first undertaken on horseback, bicycle an later a 
gig. In about 1926, following what must have been an inspiring site for him- passing a motor car on a long country road- 
he went out and bought a Chevrolet Tourer. As Evan could not drive himself (and later suffered an eye injury), this task 
fell to his sons and nephews. It is said that it was in these journeys that he passed on much knowledge about the local area 
and mining history to his nephew Evan. 



Evan was the Mayor of Sebastopol in 1928-1929 and 1933-1934.



William Jenkins 1874-1956



William Jenkins was a miner and the 6th child of Jacob and Maria Jenkins. He also worked with his brother Evan in the 
butcher business. William made horse and cart deliveries all around Sebastopol. Through this he became very well know 
and well regarded. Arthur Jenkins noted that 'a great many people relied on him for advice on all manner of things.' He 
married Lydia Mary Williams whose parents William and Martha Williams (nee James) owned a grocer's store on the 
north-west corner of Albert and Morgan Streets. While born in Australia Lydia grew up speaking Welsh and only learnt 
to speak English once she attended school. Her parents were the first couple to be married in the Carmel Welsh church in 
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a ceremony completely conducted in the Welsh language. 



William, Lydia and children originally lived further South in Albert Street, across the road from Burnett Street. We think 
that the family moved to No16 around 1930, and Evan's butcher shop is said to have had been there for a little while by 
that time.



The house was built perhaps around 1930 by Burt Reynolds (who was also at one time the Sebastopol Mayor). Burt lived 
opposite the Holy Trinity Church. Gary Owen may have also assisted in the building- he lived opposite No16. No 16 is 
said to have incorporated the use of lots of second hand timber as a result of the earlier Depression.



William and Lydia gave land to Rhys (their son) and Lottie. Originally it was the immediate area surrounding No 18 
while the rear of the block was eventually obtained by No 18 through adverse possession. 



The land to the rear of these properties was largely taken up stables and the mullock heap from the Guiding Star mine. 
The mine shaft was located outside the front of No22, home of the Taylors. Kent Street was non existent at this time, as 
can be seen in some photographs.



Children of William and Lydia



It was a large family that lived at No16 Albert Street. William and Lydia's children were William Rhys (Rhys), John 
Gwyn (Gwyn), Evan David (Bub), Edward E, Will Morgan (Booie), Arthur James, Enid May, Lydia Edgerton, Hughie 
(Les), Owen Willyd, Elsie Sarah (dec. aged 2). 



A number of William and Lydia's 11 children never married and lived at No. 16 for significant periods of their life. 
These included Evan 'Bub' (dec. 1975), Owen (dec. 1993), Lydia (dec. 2003) and Enid (dec. 2007). 



Evan, who accompanied his Uncle Evan on the preaching trip around Ballarat developed a keen interest in the history of 
early Sebastopol. He documented a great deal of local history and this was carried on by his brother Arthur following his 
death at age 63. The family continued to be active participants in the life of the Carmel Welsh Presbyterian Church. They 
enjoyed sport and even the daughters, Lydia and Enid played in cricket competitions.



No 18 Albert Street: was lived in by Rhys and Violet (Lottie) Jenkins, nee Roberts. 



Rhys worked at Patterson, Powell and Stanford (presently Myer store) in the drapery department. He was the Mayor of 
Sebastopol between 1951-1952.



Rhys died in 1967 and Lottie remained at No. 19 for the rest of her life. She died in 2004.



No 20 Albert Street:



Home to Gwyn and Barbara May Jenkins. Gwyn worked at G M John as a welder. Brothers Arthur and Les also worked 
at the Foundry there. Gwyn passed away in 1969.



These houses were subject to Miners Rights.



Numerous other Jenkins' and relatives lived along Albert Street including Eddie and Beth and No 26, Booie and Isobel at 
No 33. Most of these homes have now disappeared and been replaced with commercial buildings and businesses. 



N.B. The historical information for places in Sebastopol is limited, as a majority of the land was occupied, and houses 
built, on land that was owned by the Crown and leased under Miner's Rights. As a result, a majority of the Crown Grants 
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were issued after the construction of the house, making it difficult to determine early owners from Title information. The 
location of the pre-1906 rate books for Sebastopol is not known (as the historical society, Ballarat PROV and Council are 
aware), further preventing the determination of construction dates. 
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Description 

 
Physical Description 

 
The Jenkins Row Heritage Precinct consists of a row seven allotments in Albert Street, Sebastopol between Rubicon and 
Kent Streets. Within the precinct there is a row of four interwar timber houses in a typical (modest) bungalow form 
(nos.14a, 16, 18 & 20), a vacant allotment (no.12a), modern shop (no.14) and one interwar cream brick shop 
(no.12). All of the buildings are single storey and modest in scale, form and arrangment. Stylistically, the houses and the 
shop date from the period c.1925-1935. The allotments are individual and contiguous.



Setting:



Immediately adjacent to the Jenkins Row Heritage Precinct, Albert Street is a four-lane wide arterial road with a median 
strip and service lane on the east side, all with concrete kerb and channel. The west side of the street has a concrete 
footpath and alternating strips of indented parking and nature strip. The precinct includes the land of the road reserve 
including the pedestrian footpath and grassy verge, which provides a setting for the precinct, but does not include the 
street itself or service lane.



The shop at 12 Albert Street is in a commercial area, with another single storey shop flush to the north boundary and 
concrete driveway to the south. The facade of 12 Albert Street meets the public footpath, with a cantilevered verandah 
that extends to the kerb. There is angled parking in this commercial section of Albert Street. The angled parking is not 
considered significanct, and is not part of the precinct.



Elements:
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The shop at 12 Albert Street is a brick (overpainted) building with a louvred vent in the parapeted gable, flanked by two 
smaller vents. The a very simple parapet continues around part of the south side of the building. Behind it the roof has 
overhanging eaves with exposed rafters, and variegated, glazed Marseille roofing tiles are visible. The shopfront, along 
with the gable and roof details, firmly places the date of the shop in the late interwar or early postwar period. The 
shopfront has horizontal proportions, starting with a grooved render band above the windows which may be original. The 
shop windows may be in their original size and placement, but have been replaced.



The houses are uniformly set back from the front boundary, allowing for a medium-sized front garden. Numbers 16, 18 
and 20 Albert Street retain their original allotment size, and have a generous rear garden (not inspected). All houses have 
a concrete driveway against the north or south boundary. The appearance of the properties is often enhanced with mature 
gardens and trees. Fence types on the front boundary vary from modern pickets and modern metal (e.g. nos. 14A & 
20) to fences that are characteristic of the Interwar and early post-World WarII periods, which are low and cyclone wire 
with brick piers (16 Albert Street). 18 Albert Street has had its fence replaced with a modern replacement.



The houses are single-storey with shallow-pitch roof lines and wide eaves, typical of the style. They have a gabled or 
pyramidal hipped roofs and asymmetrical facades with a projecting bay, with a hip or gabled roof. Number 16 has a half-
timbered effect in the gables, with louvered vents, while number 20 features notched weatherboards (mimicking timber 
shingles) in the projecting gable, with a row of dentils beneath them. The gables may be adorned with a finial (as at No 
14, which is the earliest in the row). The roofs are clad in (new or original) corrugated iron. Where remaining, the 
chimneys are tall red brick stacks with restrained corbel lines at the top.



The houses incorporate a porch or verandah at the front or side of varying design, but all incorporating full or half-height 
red brick piers. The key types of Interwar porch and verandah in the precinct are:



1. A verandah that is a continuation of the roofline, projecting from the front corner, supported on paired posts on a low 
brick pier (e.g., 14A Albert Street).



2. A verandah with a separate roofline that runs the length of the facade to the projecting gable. Supported by Tuscan 
columns on brick piers (e.g., 16 Albert Street). 



3. A small square porch with a separate roofline, supported by full-height brick piers, with an enclosed brick balustrade 
(e.g., 18 Albert Street). 



4. A small hexagonal porch, with a separate roofline, supported on Tuscan columns that sit on an enclosed polychrome 
brick balustrade (e.g., 20 Albert Street).



The entrance is either a single or double door, often with decorative glazing bar patterns and geometric leadlights that are 
similar to, or repeated in, the upper sash of the facade windows. Some bungalows have corner windows. The front doors 
of nos. 18 and 20 have particularly ornate leadlights. The projecting gable bays have bay windows, with three or four one-
over-one sash windows below a flat roof. 



The precinct consists of the following contributory places: 



Bungalows with a hipped roof:



14A, 18, 20 Albert Street. 



Bungalows with a gabled roof:
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16 Albert Street



Commercial building:



12 Albert Street 


Physical Condition 

 
All of the houses and the cream brick shop in this precinct are in good condition. 


Physical Description 

 
Significant Places within the precinct - none   



Contributory and intact places - 14a Albert Street, 16 Albert Street, 18 Albert Street, 20 Albert Street



Contributory but altered places - 12 Albert Street



Non significant places - 14 Albert Street (modern shop), 12a Albert Street (vacant land) 


Statement of Significance 

 
What is significant?



Jenkins Row Heritage Precinct is a small discrete portion of Albert Street in Sebastopol which was developed in the late 
1920s and early 1930s by the Jenkins family. The precinct comprises all of the buildings and all of the land at 12, 12a, 14, 
14a, 16, 18 and 20 Albert Street, as well as the median strip between the title boundary of the allotments and the service 
lane of Albert Street.



The contributory elements within the precinct include the four timber bungalows at 14a, 16, 18 and 20 Albert Street, and 
the brick shop at 12 Albert Street. Other contributory elements include the mature tree and original front fence at 16 
Albert Street. 



The vacant land at 12a Albert Street and the single storey modern brick shop at 14 Albert Street are not significant. 



Elements which further contribute to the significance of the precinct include (but are not limited to): 



- The variety in character and expression within consistent suburban bungalow form



- The intactness of individual buildings to their original states. Dwellings typically survive with their presentation to the 
street largely unaltered, retaining verandahs and decorative render and timber detailing, and in the case of 16 Albert 
Street, original fences



- The consistent, modest single-storey scale of the built form;



- The consistent use of timber cladding, double hung sash timber windows and paired front doors.



The variety of verandahs and porches with brick piers and/or enclosed porches with a variety of roof forms, clad in 
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corrugated iron.



- The gabled or hipped roofs with redbrick chimneys and plain corrugated metal cladding;



- The detached form and uniform pattern of front and side setbacks and arrangement of side driveways;



- The discrete form and siting of vehicle accommodation at the rear of the dwellings with single driveway access. 



How is it significant?



Jenkins Row Heritage Precinct is of local historical and aesthetic significance to the township of Sebastopol and the City 
of Ballarat. 



Why is it significant?



The Jenkins Row Heritage Precinct is of historical significance as it demonstrates residential development within 
Sebastopol in the period c.1925-1930, and the close relationship which residences and commercial premises often had 
(Jenkins's Butcher Shop at Number 12 Albert Street was constructed at the end of Jenkins Row). It is representative of 
Sebastopol's growth in the late 1920s and early 1930s as it gradually moved from an individual township to a southern 
suburb of Ballarat. This period also saw the removal of many mullock heaps and other mining infrastructure in Albert 
Street, which allowed for new residential development to occur. Of further historical interest is the unusual 'private' or 
'family' development of residences, which were built for and by Evan Jenkins and his immediate family between c.1925 -
1930. (Criterion A and G)



The small precinct is of aesthetic significance as a small collection of substantially intact and cohesive housing in a 
modest timber 'Bungalow style'. While individual buildings are reasonably typical of the period, the precinct is notable 
for its consistent character, which is derived from single-storey bungalows with a similar scale, form, setback and 
materials. The houses are characteristic of modest bungalow residences throughout Victoria of the interwar period, with 
specific brick porch detailing which appears unique to Sebastopol. (Criterion E)



Individually Significant Places within the precinct - none 



Contributory and intact places - 14a Albert Street, 16 Albert Street, 18 Albert Street,20 Albert Street



Contributory but altered places - 12 Albert Street



Non significant places - 14 Albert Street (modern shop), 12a Albert Street (vacant land)
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HERITAGE CITATION REPORT

Name Former Jenkins Butcher shop

Address 12 Albert Street SEBASTOPOL Significance Level Contributory

Place Type Shop

Citation Date 2015

Recommended 
Heritage Protection

VHR No HI No PS Yes

History and Historical Context 

 
Precinct history



The row of bungalows between 14A-20 Albert Street, and the Jenkins butcher shop at 12 Albert Street, were colloquially 
known (by those outside of the Jenkins family), as 'Jenkins Parade' in the early twentieth century. It was known as 
Jenkins Parade as the houses were all built by members of the Jenkins family, and the butcher shop was run by Evan 
Jenkins (SHS, 2011). Will 'Booie' Jenkins (son of William and Lydia Jenkins of 16 Albert Street) also ran the grocer 
store at 10 Albert Street during this period (Kerry Jenkins, 2012).



The Jenkins family were a prominent early family in Sebastopol, operating commercial premises and owning many 
houses in the area (SHS, 2011). Evan Jenkins was one of 11 children of Jacob and Maria Jenkins. Evan opened a butcher 
store at the age of 26 and became a prominent Sebastopol citizen. He was involved with the Carmel Welsh Presbyterian 
Church, whilst preaching at various other Ballarat churches for over 50 years (Kerry Jenkins, pers. comm., 27 Jan 2011). 
Jenkins was also the Borough of Sebastopol Mayor in 1928-29 and 1933-34 (Jenkins & Jenkins, 1980:136) and later 
wrote many publications on the history of Sebastopol, as did his brother Arthur. 



In the 1930s, the land immediately behind (west) Jenkins Parade consisted of stables and mullock heaps from the Guiding 
Star Mine. Many other members of the extended Jenkins family lived along Albert Street in the 1930s, including Eddie 
and Beth Jenkins at number 26 and Will 'Booie' and Isobel Jenkins at number 33 Albert Street (Kerry Jenkins, pers. 
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comm., 27 Jan 2012). 



Place history



Evan Jenkins' first butcher store was a small timber shop, opened in 1889, located between Burnett and Morgan streets 
(Jenkins, 1964:unpaginated; Kerry Jenkins, pers. comm., 27 Jan 2012). In the mid-late 1920s, Evan Jenkins butcher store 
moved to the 12 Albert Street, which he now ran with his brother William and son Evan 'Bocen' Jenkins (Kerry Jenkins, 
pers. comm., 27 Jan 2012). 



However, stylistic details of the store indicate that it dates to the late interwar or early postwar period. This coincides with 
the issue of the Crown Grant. The Crown Grant for the property at 12 Albert Street (allotment 2a, section 47) was issued 
to E Jenkins in December 1937. The parcel was long and narrow and appears to be the same width in 2011, but length-
wise, originally met the boundary of the current 109 Rubicon Street to the west (Township of Sebastopol plan). The rear 
portion of the property was where the butcher's carts, then cars, were stored and where the dog food was processed 
(Kerry Jenkins, pers. comm., 27 Jan 2012). 



An early photo shows the butcher store at 12 Albert Street. On the verandah is inscribed 'E Jenkins & Sons 
Butchers'. Evan Jenkins was advertised as a family butcher with 'civility and prompt attention to order's (SHS, 2011; 
Jenkins & Jenkins, 1980:111). The butcher store was still open in 1980, at 12 Albert Street. It is not known at what 
date the store closed. It was one of the longest operating businesses in Sebastopol (Jenkins & Jenkins, 1980:111).



Source

Jenkins, E D (1964), Sebastopol Victoria, An historical survey of early Sebastopol, Sebastopol. 

Jenkins, Evan & Arthur Jenkins (1980), The Golden Chain, A history of Sebastopol with special reference to gold 
and mining, Sebastopol. 

Jenkins, Kerry, personal communication 27 January 2012. 

Rate books (RB), Borough of Sebastopol, VPRS 6919/P1/Unit 1 1906-38; 1906, entry 18; 1916, entry 14; 1927, entry 5.

Sebastopol Historical Society (SHS) photo & notes, viewed 2011.

Township of Sebastopol Plan, VPRS 16171/P1/Unit 5707 part 3, held at Public Records Office of Victoria.

Description 

 
Physical Description 

 
Jenkins butcher store is a brick shop (overpainted) clad in variegated, glazed Marseille roofing tiles, behind a parapet on 
the facade and south elevation. Louvered vents appear in the parapeted gable. The shopfront has horizontal proportions, 
starting with a grooved render band above the windows which may be original. The shopfront and roof details firmly 
places the shop in the late interwar or early postwar period. 


Statement of Significance 

 
This place is a contributory element within the Jenkins Row Heritage Precinct. Please refer to the precinct citation for a 
statement of significance.

HERITAGE CITATION REPORT

Former Jenkins Butcher shop
Hermes No 184458 Place Citation Report

01:31 PM26-Jun-2015

71



Recommendations 2015 

 

-

-

- 

- 

-

-

-

External Paint Controls

Internal Alteration Controls

Tree Controls

Fences & Outbuildings

Prohibited Uses May Be Permitted

Incorporated Plan

Aboriginal Heritage Place

HERITAGE CITATION REPORT

Former Jenkins Butcher shop
Hermes No 184458 Place Citation Report

01:31 PM26-Jun-2015

72



HERITAGE CITATION REPORT

Name House

Address 14A Albert Street SEBASTOPOL Significance Level Contributory

Place Type House

Citation Date 2015

Recommended 
Heritage Protection

VHR No HI No PS Yes

History and Historical Context 

 
Precinct history



The row of bungalows between 14A-20 Albert Street, and the Jenkins butcher shop at 12 Albert Street, were colloquially 
known (by those outside of the Jenkins family), as 'Jenkins Parade' in the early twentieth century. It was known as 
Jenkins Parade as the houses were all built by members of the Jenkins family, and the butcher shop was run by Evan 
Jenkins (SHS, 2011). Will 'Booie' Jenkins (son of William and Lydia Jenkins of 16 Albert Street) also ran the grocer 
store at 10 Albert Street during this period (Kerry Jenkins, 2012).



The Jenkins family were a prominent early family in Sebastopol, operating commercial premises and owning many 
houses in the area (SHS, 2011). Evan Jenkins was one of 11 children of Jacob and Maria Jenkins. Evan opened a butcher 
store at the age of 26 and became a prominent Sebastopol citizen. He was involved with the Carmel Welsh Presbyterian 
Church, whilst preaching at various other Ballarat churches for over 50 years (Kerry Jenkins, pers. comm., 27 Jan 2011). 
Jenkins was also the Borough of Sebastopol Mayor in 1928-29 and 1933-34 (Jenkins & Jenkins, 1980:136) and later 
wrote many publications on the history of Sebastopol, as did his brother Arthur. 
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In the 1930s, the land immediately behind (west) Jenkins Parade consisted of stables and mullock heaps from the Guiding 
Star Mine. Many other members of the extended Jenkins family lived along Albert Street in the 1930s, including Eddie 
and Beth Jenkins at number 26 and Will 'Booie' and Isobel Jenkins at number 33 Albert Street (Kerry Jenkins, pers. 
comm., 27 Jan 2012). 



Place history



Evan Jenkins, who owned the butcher store at number 12 Albert Street, lived at 14A Albert Street, which was originally 
located further north, closer to the store. It is not known at what date the house was moved further south. Within Jenkins 
Parade, this house appears to have been the earliest built. 



The Crown Grant for the property at 14A Albert Street (allotment 6, section 47) was issued to Frankston Taylor in 
November 1968 (Township of Sebastopol plan). The late issue of the Crown Grant indicates that prior to this date, the 
land was leased from the Crown under a Miner's Right. 



Sources

Jenkins, Evan & Arthur Jenkins (1980), The Golden Chain, A history of Sebastopol with special reference to gold 
and mining, Sebastopol. 

Jenkins, Kerry, personal communication 27 January 2012. 

Sebastopol Historical Society (SHS) photo & notes, viewed 2011.

Township of Sebastopol Plan, VPRS 16171/P1/Unit 5707 part 3, held at Public Records Office of Victoria.

Description 

 
Physical Description 

 
A timber bungalow with a hipped roof and a projecting gable bay to the right of the facade, with a bay window with a flat 
roofline above three double-hung sash windows. The verandah is a continuation of the roofline. 


Statement of Significance 

 
This place is a contributory element within the Jenkins Row Heritage Precinct. Please refer to the precinct citation for a 
statement of significance.
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HERITAGE CITATION REPORT

Name House

Address 16 Albert Street SEBASTOPOL Significance Level Contributory

Place Type House

Citation Date 2015

Recommended 
Heritage Protection

VHR No HI No PS Yes

History and Historical Context 

 
Precinct history
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The row of bungalows between 14A-20 Albert Street, and the Jenkins butcher shop at 12 Albert Street, were colloquially 
known (by those outside of the Jenkins family), as 'Jenkins Parade' in the early twentieth century. It was known as 
Jenkins Parade as the houses were all built by members of the Jenkins family, and the butcher shop was run by Evan 
Jenkins (SHS, 2011). Will 'Booie' Jenkins (son of William and Lydia Jenkins of 16 Albert Street) also ran the grocer 
store at 10 Albert Street during this period (Kerry Jenkins, 2012).



The Jenkins family were a prominent early family in Sebastopol, operating commercial premises and owning many 
houses in the area (SHS, 2011). Evan Jenkins was one of 11 children of Jacob and Maria Jenkins. Evan opened a butcher 
store at the age of 26 and became a prominent Sebastopol citizen. He was involved with the Carmel Welsh Presbyterian 
Church, whilst preaching at various other Ballarat churches for over 50 years (Kerry Jenkins, pers. comm., 27 Jan 2011). 
Jenkins was also the Borough of Sebastopol Mayor in 1928-29 and 1933-34 (Jenkins & Jenkins, 1980:136) and later 
wrote many publications on the history of Sebastopol, as did his brother Arthur. 



In the 1930s, the land immediately behind (west) Jenkins Parade consisted of stables and mullock heaps from the Guiding 
Star Mine. Many other members of the extended Jenkins family lived along Albert Street in the 1930s, including Eddie 
and Beth Jenkins at number 26 and Will 'Booie' and Isobel Jenkins at number 33 Albert Street (Kerry Jenkins, pers. 
comm., 27 Jan 2012). 



Place history



The house at 16 Albert Street was built c1930 by builder Burt Reynolds, and is said to have been built with a large 
proportion of recycled timber due to the lack of resources during the Depression. It was built for William Jenkins (who 
ran the butcher store at 12 Albert Street with his brother Evan Jenkins), his wife Lydia, and their 11 children, who moved 
into the house at 16 Albert Street c1930 (Kerry Jenkins, pers. comm., 27 Jan 20212).



A photo dating to c1930, after the recent construction of the house, shows that the house retains its original form, except 
for the window under the verandah; originally a smaller window (containing a pair of double hung one-over one sashes) 
centred under the verandah (Kerry Jenkins, pers. comm., 27 Jan 2012). The original window has since been removed and 
replaced with a larger one that wraps around the northern corner of the facade. 



A number of William's children never married, and continued to live at 16 Albert Street. This included Evan Jenkins 
(Junior) (b.1912 - d.1975), who accompanied his uncle Evan Jenkins (Senior) on his preaching trips around Ballarat, and 
learnt much of the area's history, which he later documented. His brother Arthur also documented much of Sebastopol's 
early history. Enid Jenkins was the last of the children who live at 16 Albert Street, until her death in 2007 (Kerry 
Jenkins, pers. comm., 27 Jan 2012). 



The Crown Grant for 16 Albert Street, Sebastopol, was issued to LM Jenkins in January 1990 (Township of Sebastopol 
plan). This late issue of the grant indicates that prior to this date, the land was leased from the Crown under Miner's 
Rights. 



Sources



Jenkins, Evan & Arthur Jenkins (1980), The Golden Chain, A history of Sebastopol with special reference to gold 
and mining, Sebastopol. 



Jenkins, Kerry, personal communication 27 January 



Sebastopol Historical Society (SHS) photo & notes, viewed 2011.



Township of Sebastopol Plan, VPRS 16171/P1/Unit 5707 part 3, held at Public Records Office of Victoria.
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Description 

 
Physical Description 

 
A timber bungalow with a gabled roof and a projecting gable bay to the left of the facade, with a bay window with a flat 
roof line. A verandah runs from the gable to the end of the facade and is supported by Tuscan columns on brick piers. 


Statement of Significance 

 
This place is a contributory element within the Jenkins Row Heritage Precinct. Please refer to the precinct citation for a 
statement of significance.
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HERITAGE CITATION REPORT

Name House

Address 18 Albert Street SEBASTOPOL Significance Level Contributory

Place Type House

Citation Date 2015

Recommended 
Heritage Protection

VHR No HI No PS Yes

History and Historical Context 

 
Precinct history



The row of bungalows between 14A-20 Albert Street, and the Jenkins butcher shop at 12 Albert Street, were colloquially 
known (by those outside of the Jenkins family), as 'Jenkins Parade' in the early twentieth century. It was known as 
Jenkins Parade as the houses were all built by members of the Jenkins family, and the butcher shop was run by Evan 
Jenkins (SHS, 2011). Will 'Booie' Jenkins (son of William and Lydia Jenkins of 16 Albert Street) also ran the grocer 
store at 10 Albert Street during this period (Kerry Jenkins, 2012).



The Jenkins family were a prominent early family in Sebastopol, operating commercial premises and owning many 
houses in the area (SHS, 2011). Evan Jenkins was one of 11 children of Jacob and Maria Jenkins. Evan opened a butcher 
store at the age of 26 and became a prominent Sebastopol citizen. He was involved with the Carmel Welsh Presbyterian 
Church, whilst preaching at various other Ballarat churches for over 50 years (Kerry Jenkins, pers. comm., 27 Jan 2011). 
Jenkins was also the Borough of Sebastopol Mayor in 1928-29 and 1933-34 (Jenkins & Jenkins, 1980:136) and later 
wrote many publications on the history of Sebastopol, as did his brother Arthur. 



In the 1930s, the land immediately behind (west) Jenkins Parade consisted of stables and mullock heaps from the Guiding 
Star Mine. Many other members of the extended Jenkins family lived along Albert Street in the 1930s, including Eddie 
and Beth Jenkins at number 26 and Will 'Booie' and Isobel Jenkins at number 33 Albert Street (Kerry Jenkins, pers. 
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comm., 27 Jan 2012). 



Place history



William Jenkins (of 16 Albert Street) gave the land at 18 Albert Street to his son William Rhys Jenkins and his wife 
Violet (Lottie) Jenkins. William purchased 16 Albert Street in 1930 so it can be assumed the land of 18 Albert Street was 
given to his son after this date. Later, the rear portion of the property was obtained (Kerry Jenkins, pers. comm., 27 Jan 
2012). 



William Rhys Jenkins was Mayor of Sebastopol between 1951-2. After William Rhys' death in 1967, his wife Lottie 
continued to live at 18 Albert Street until her death in 2004 (Kerry Jenkins, pers. comm., 27 Jan 2012). 



The Crown Grant for 18 Albert Street, Sebastopol (allotment 19 section 47) was issued to Violet L Jenkins in November 
1990 (Township of Sebastopol plan). The late issue of the Crown Grant indicates that prior to this date, the land was 
leased from the Crown under a Miner's Right.



Source

Jenkins, Evan & Arthur Jenkins (1980), The Golden Chain, A history of Sebastopol with special reference to gold 
and mining, Sebastopol. 

Jenkins, Kerry, personal communication 27 January 2012. 

Sebastopol Historical Society (SHS) photo & notes, viewed 2011.Township of Sebastopol Plan, VPRS 
16171/P1/Unit 5707 part 3, held at Public Records Office of Victoria.

Description 

 
Physical Description 

 
A timber bungalow with a hipped roof clad in corrugated iron and projecting bay to the left of the facade, with a bay 
window which has four double-hung sash windows below a flat roof line. A square flat-roofed porch covers the entrance 
and is supported by brick piers that mimic the tall brick chimney stacks. 


Statement of Significance 

 
This place is a contributory element within the Jenkins Row Heritage Precinct. Please refer to the precinct citation for a 
statement of significance.
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HERITAGE CITATION REPORT

Name House

Address 20 Albert Street SEBASTOPOL Significance Level Contributory

Place Type House

Citation Date 2015

Recommended 
Heritage Protection

VHR No HI No PS Yes

History and Historical Context 

 
Precinct history



The row of bungalows between 14A-20 Albert Street, and the Jenkins butcher shop at 12 Albert Street, were colloquially 
known (by those outside of the Jenkins family), as 'Jenkins Parade' in the early twentieth century. It was known as 
Jenkins Parade as the houses were all built by members of the Jenkins family, and the butcher shop was run by Evan 
Jenkins (SHS, 2011). Will 'Booie' Jenkins (son of William and Lydia Jenkins of 16 Albert Street) also ran the grocer 
store at 10 Albert Street during this period (Kerry Jenkins, 2012).



The Jenkins family were a prominent early family in Sebastopol, operating commercial premises and owning many 
houses in the area (SHS, 2011). Evan Jenkins was one of 11 children of Jacob and Maria Jenkins. Evan opened a butcher 
store at the age of 26 and became a prominent Sebastopol citizen. He was involved with the Carmel Welsh Presbyterian 
Church, whilst preaching at various other Ballarat churches for over 50 years (Kerry Jenkins, pers. comm., 27 Jan 2011). 
Jenkins was also the Borough of Sebastopol Mayor in 1928-29 and 1933-34 (Jenkins & Jenkins, 1980:136) and later 
wrote many publications on the history of Sebastopol, as did his brother Arthur. 



In the 1930s, the land immediately behind (west) Jenkins Parade consisted of stables and mullock heaps from the Guiding 
Star Mine. Many other members of the extended Jenkins family lived along Albert Street in the 1930s, including Eddie 
and Beth Jenkins at number 26 and Will 'Booie' and Isobel Jenkins at number 33 Albert Street (Kerry Jenkins, pers. 
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comm., 27 Jan 2012). 



Place history



John Gwyn (son of William and Lydia Jenkins of 16 Albert Street) and his wife Barbara lived at 20 Albert Street in the 
1930s. 



The Crown Grant for 20 Albert Street, Sebastopol (allotment 18, section 47) was issued to BAM Jenkins in December 
1988 (Township of Sebastopol plan). The late issue of the Crown Grant indicates that prior to this date, the land was 
leased from the Crown under a Miner's Right.



Source

Jenkins, Evan & Arthur Jenkins (1980), The Golden Chain, A history of Sebastopol with special reference to gold 
and mining, Sebastopol. 

Jenkins, Kerry, personal communication. 27 January 2012. 

Sebastopol Historical Society (SHS) photo & notes, viewed 2011.

Township of Sebastopol Plan, VPRS 16171/P1/Unit 5707 part 3, held at Public Records Office of Victoria.

Description 

 
Physical Description 

 
A timber bungalow with a hipped roof and projecting gable bay to the left of the facade, with a bay window which has a 
flat roof above four double-hung sash windows. A hexagonal porch covers the entrance. The porch has a flat roof line and 
is supported by Tuscan columns which rest on a polychrome brick balustrade. 


Statement of Significance 

 
This place is a contributory element within the Jenkins Row Heritage Precinct. Please refer to the precinct citation for a 
statement of significance.
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HERITAGE CITATION REPORT

Name Interwar Bungalow Heritage Precinct 2

Address 90-100 Albert Street SEBASTOPOL Significance Level Contributory

Place Type Residential Precinct

Citation Date 2015

Recommended 
Heritage Protection

VHR No HI No PS Yes

Integrity 

 
The precinct generally retains a high degree of integrity. Individually the residences at 94, 96, 98 and 100 retain a high 
degree of integrity. Some places (90 and 92 Albert Street) have had minor alterations, but are still considered contributory 
to the precinct. 


Interwar Bungalow Heritage Precinct 2
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Alterations/additions include:



- 90 Albert Street has had minor additions including the application of vinyl cladding to the weatherboards and external 
aluminium roller shutters have been affixed to the exterior windows. The front fence has been partially rendered. These 
additions no not detract from the significance of the place, and are easily reversible. The original corrugated iron roof has 
been replaced with colourbond. 



- 92 Albert Street has had the original brick piers in the front porch removed and replaced with mild steel supports. The 
chimneys have been overpainted (very minor alteration).



- 96 Albert Street -Alterations include the replacement of pedestrian and vehicular gates with timber pickets. 


History and Historical Context 

 
Locality history



Sebastopol, now a part of the City of Ballarat, was first settled by Europeans in the 1830s. There are many versions of 
who the first squatters in Sebastopol were and where they squatted, but according to Jenkins and Jenkins in The Golden 
Chain (1980), several men were involved in the establishment of pastoral activities in the area, including graziers 
William Cross Yuille, his brother Archie Yuille, Henry Anderson and T Learmonth.



The gold rushes, from 1851 through 1861, brought a new and transformative influx of people into the area. At the 
beginning of the era in the early 1850s, Sebastopol was a collection of tent towns. In 1852, deep lead mining technology 
and methods were first introduced to the Ballarat and Sebastopol goldfields by the newly arrived Cornish, Welsh, Irish 
and Scottish miners (Context 2015:3; Croggon 2002:26, 98). Successful mines in West Ballarat and Sebastopol were the 
Prince of Wales, Albion and the Working Miners, while the Band of Hope and Albion Consols mines were the area's 
largest and wealthiest (Context 2015:4-6).



From the 1850s, the town grew rapidly, particularly around its main centres of Cobblers' Hill, Victoria Street and along 
Albert Street (the focus of the town), and the tent towns gradually merged into formally surveyed town allotments. Cobb 
and Co's coaches passed through the area daily, and McLennans house removers operated in the area. Their business was 
testament to the shifting nature of population on the goldfields, as diggers chased new gold leads around the region, 
taking their houses and other buildings with them. However, Ballarat and Sebastopol were remarkable for the longevity 
of their gold booms (Context 2015:7).



In 1855 the area, commonly referred to as Bonshaw after the squatting run, was renamed 'Sebastopol' after Sevastopol in 
the Ukraine, the site of an important battle during the Crimean War (1853-56). The name 'Sebastopol' was also inspired 
by the realistic reportage of the war. As miners resorted to gunpowder to blast through the basaltic rock of the plateau, 
miners said the noise was like cannon fire as described in the heavy trench and artillery warfare of the Crimean War 
(Context, 2015:4). Similarly, nearby Redan was named after Redan Fort, Crimea, the location of another battle during the 
Crimean War (Jenkins 1964:unpaginated). On 1 November 1864 the Borough of Sebastopol was formed (Context 
2015:10).



In order to mine on Crown land, a license system was implemented in 1851, at the beginning of the gold rush, but was 
soon considered prohibitive by the miners and caused unrest, which lead to the Eureka uprising on 3 December 1854. As 
a result, Gold Licenses were replaced with Miner's Rights as the necessary evidence for the occupation of a claim, as 
stated in the 1855 (third) Goldfields Act,. The fourth Goldfields Act of 1858 gave increased privileges to holders of 
Miner's Rights, including the right to make a residential claim. At this date, land for the purpose of a residence could not 
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exceed 1/8 acre (20 perches) in extent (Wood, 1858). According to the Mining Statute of 1865, one quarter of an acre 
could be occupied for residential purposes. This allowed the construction of a house and gave the lessee the rights of an 
owner (PROV, 'Index to Residence Area Rights' description, VPRS 15678). This resulted in the establishment of gold-
mining towns such as Sebastopol (Miner's Right collection; Goldfields research centre, pers. comm., Nov 2011). The 
provision of residence areas, leased from the Crown at low rents, allowed two-thirds of miners to own their own homes, 
often small cottages 'with gardens big enough for hens and vegetables' (Dingle 1984:96). The residence areas, such as 
that found in Sebastopol, were established in response to the generally poor conditions and economic insecurity suffered 
by the majority of miners, as 'little of the gold they mined stuck to their fingers' (Dingle 1984:96). In Sebastopol, many 
houses were built while the land was held under Miner's Rights. An exception is the early commercial hub on Albert 
Street, near Birdwood Avenue, where freehold land sales occurred in the 1860s. 



Under the 1884 Residence Areas Act, holders of Miner's Rights were now able to purchase land in gold-bearing areas, if 
they had resided on the land for two and a half years, made substantial improvements and if the land was not required for 
mining or public purposes (PROV, 'Register of purchases, residential areas' description, VPRS 14294). 



Gold mining in Sebastopol began to slow and ceased altogether after the outbreak of World War I. As a result, the 
community reduced in size, as miners sought employment elsewhere, with many of the houses removed and relocated. 
The population decrease was reflected in school enrolment numbers, particularly at Sebastopol State School No. 1167 
(Sebastopol State School c1973 pamphlet).



Post World War II the population again began to rise and the influence of postwar immigration on the area was 
significant. New industries appeared, along with many new houses (Sebastopol State School c1973 pamphlet; Context 
2015:10). Gradually, Miner's Rights were converted to freehold, with an increase evident in the 1960s in the Ballarat 
area. Certificates of Title for properties in Sebastopol indicate that Crown Grants were issued into the 1970s and 80s.



History of street names in Sebastopol



Like most localities, a number of streets were named in honour of British royalty. In Sebastopol, this is evident in Albert, 
Alfred, Queen, Crown and Victoria Streets, to name a few. While the names of other Sebastopol streets originated from 
mines of the same name, such as Albion and Picton Streets. Birdwood Avenue was named in honour of General William 
Birdwood in 1917; Beverin Street took the name of Frank Beverin, Mayor of Sebastopol in 1864; Grant Street was named 
after an early butcher, Isaac Grant; while Vickers Street was named after a first Councillor, Isaac Vickers (Jenkins and 
Jenkins 1980:130-132). Kent Street was named after Nicholas Kent from Cornwall, mine manager of the Grand Duke and 
Central Plateau companies and Mayor of Sebastopol 1873-4 (Dell & Menhennet, 2003:32-3). 



Albert Street was originally known as Government Road and has been the main street of Sebastopol since settlement, and 
is part of what has been suggested as the oldest road in Western Victoria (Jenkins & Jenkins, 1980:4). Albert Street, 
near Birdwood Avenue has been the commercial hub of the town since its earliest days, with land sales dating to the 
1860s.



History of residential development



The following is taken from the Sebastopol Heritage Study Stage 2: Volume 1 (Context, 2015:15-16):



The history of residential development in Sebastopol can be classified into five main categories. These are the 
development of timber cottages (c1850 - 1890) associated mostly with the need for residences for workers in the mining 
industry and its associated sectors; the late Victorian period (1880 - 1900); late Federation (from the late 1910s to early 
1920s); the Interwar period, predominately of bungalow development; and the expansion of newer housing in the post-
war period.
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Sebastopol's residential development can also be seen within the context of the broader fortunes of Ballarat, with which it 
was historically associated. Ballarat broadly experienced a transition from a gold based economy, with a growing 
industrial and manufacturing economy following the contraction of gold mining in the early twentieth century (Bate, 
1993:31-32). Ballarat itself experienced a declining population during the early stages of this transition, but different 
areas were affected differently. For example, Ballarat's population as a whole, including Sebastopol, fell from 1901 to 
1921, from over 46,000 to a little over 36,000, however West Ballarat lost only 4% compared to a loss of 15% in East 
Ballarat (Bate, 1993:32). Sebastopol itself saw a drop in population from 2,174 people and 515 dwellings in 1911 to 
1,744 people and 420 dwellings in 1921. This fall stabilised during the 1920s, with 1,728 residents recorded in 1933 and 
444 dwellings (Australian census figures). The built environments of previously predominant gold mining areas such as 
Sebastopol were affected by the departure of many gold mining families who often removed their timber and 
weatherboard cottages with them (Bate, 1993:41). Those who remained were in large part skilled workers, who 
demanded and could afford a more permanently constructed home. It was as the 1920s progressed that population decline 
turned around in Ballarat, with its population regained by 1933 due to a reinvigorated manufacturing sector during the era 
of trade protection (Bate 1993; Kelly 1996; Dingle 1984:99) has speculated that 'it was the richness and extent of the 
[gold] deposits which allowed [Ballarat and Bendigo] to grow so large, and their size then allowed them to diversify their 
economy in a way which smaller towns could not copy'. Among the successes of Ballarat for example was the Phoenix 
Foundry Company that built steam locomotives for the railways, and even after these dream foundered, the position of 
Ballarat as a regional service centre for farming hinterlands and its relative proximity to Melbourne buttressed its 
economy (Dingle 1984:99-100; Bate 1993). A critical mass of population, provided for by ongoing housing development 
and serviced by commercial their centres, was thus a central reason for the survival of Ballarat and its satellite Sebastopol 
once other mining towns dwindled. Certainly, Sebastopol turned around over the same period as Ballarat more generally, 
with a marked increase in population to 2,041 people and 492 dwellings by 1947. The postwar period was a boom time in 
house construction and population, with an increase to 3,265 people and 842 dwellings in 1954 (Australian census 
figures).



Because of the composition of the skilled workforce, and the residual wealth of mining combined with the Miners Rights 
under the 1884 Residence Areas Act, the rate of home ownership in Ballarat area broadly was an unusually high 67% 
compared to Melbourne's 52% (Bate, 1993:43). The provision of residence areas, leased from the Crown at low rents, 
allowed two-thirds of miners to own their own homes, often small cottages 'with gardens big enough for hens and 
vegetables' (Dingle 1984:96). The residence areas, such as that found in Sebastopol, were established in response to the 
generally poor conditions and economic insecurity suffered by the majority of miners, as 'little of the gold they mined 
stuck to their fingers' (Dingle 1984:96). In Sebastopol, a majority of houses were owned under Miner's Rights and a 
minority purchased the freehold from the Crown in the nineteenth century. An exception were the small parcels in the 
early commercial hubs (eg. Albert Street near the corner of Birdwood Avenue) and properties in the nearby areas, the 
Crown Grants for which can date to the 1860s.



Interwar bungalows



Interwar bungalows are a dominant residential type in Sebastopol. After the closure of the last mines in Sebastopol in 
1919, there was limited development until the mid 1920s, when the population began to stabalise as new developments 
were constructed on the site of the former mine land, and new residential housing stock replaced earlier houses and shops 
along Albert Street. Sebastopol's population expanded gradually as Ballarat's boundary began to merge with Sebastopol, 
making the township a southern 'suburb' of Ballarat. The period 1925-1935 was particularly prolific within the township 
for Bungalow style housing development. Several small rows of houses were designed and built in very similar 
styleseither by private development (such as Jenkins Row at 12 -20 Albert Street) or speculative developers (140-148 
Albert Street and 90 -100 Albert Street) on former mining land. The mining infrastructure and landscape continued to 
surround the buildings well into the mid twentieth century. It is likely that the majority of the bungalows were designed 
and constructed by one or two local builders who were operating in the area at the time. Many design features are similar, 
including the design of the unique brickwork patterning on front fences and chimneys, that was often reflected in the 
brickwork of the rather unusual flat roofed, irregular shaped entry porches. There are distinct rows of interwar bungalows 

HERITAGE CITATION REPORT

Interwar Bungalow Heritage Precinct 2
Hermes No 184472 Place Citation Report

01:29 PM26-Jun-2015

86



which were developed during the same period, possibly as a speculative development. Others were private, such as the 
row known as 'Jenkins Parade'. The development of retail and of residential properties were closely related, through the 
property development activities of the Jenkins and other prominent local families. Jenkins Parade included the row of 
bungalows between 14A and 20 Albert Street and includes the former Jenkins butcher store at number 12. Rows of 
contiguous Interwar bungalows are also located at 90 - 100 Albert Street and further south at 140 - 148 Albert Street, 
testament to the population recovery in Sebastopol post World War I despite the closure of the gold mines.



N.B. The historical information for places in Sebastopol is limited, as a majority of the land was occupied, and houses 
built, on land that was owned by the Crown and leased under Miner's Rights. As a result, a majority of the Crown Grants 
were issued after the construction of the house, making it difficult to determine early owners from Title information. The 
location of the pre-1906 rate books for Sebastopol is not known (as the historical society, Ballarat PROV and Council are 
aware), further preventing the determination of construction dates. 
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Description 

 
Physical Description 

 
The Interwar Bungalow Heritage Precinct 2 consists of a row of six contiguous individual allotments on the west side of 
Albert Street, Sebastopol, between Gray and Vickers streets. Within the precinct, there is a row of six interwar bungalow 
style residences. All of the buildings are modest timber examples of the bungalow form, and and are identical (sometimes 
mirror images) of roof and building form. Each has a differing porch or verandah with decorative brick detailing, and a 
matching original front fence. The houses and fences date from the period c.1925-1935.



Setting



Immediately adjacent to the precinct, Albert Street is a four-lane wide arterial roadwith a median strip and concrete kerb 
and channel. The west side of the street has a concrete footpath and wide nature strip (with a bitumised portion used for 
parking). The concrete pedestrian footpath and nature strip form a part of the precinct, as they contribute to its setting. 
The four lane road and bitumenised portion of the street does not form part of the precinct.
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Arrangement and setback



The houses are uniformly set back from the front boundary, with allowance for a medium-sized garden at the front and all 
retain their original allotment, allowing for generous rear gardens. All houses have a driveway (most are concrete) against 
the north or south boundary. The appearance of the properties is often enhanced by mature gardens and trees. 



Fences & paths



A feature of the houses in this precinct is the low polychromatic and dichromaticbrick fences, with diaper patterns that 
are reflected in the brickwork of the porches. All the bungalows retain their original brick fences: numbers 90 (partially 
rendered and overpainted), 92 (remnants of render; may also have been reduced in height), 94, 96, 98 & 100 Albert 
Street. 



Also significant are the original footpaths in the front gardens, which are set slightly off centre with a very slight 
serpentine curvature terminating at the front porch. 



Houses



The houses are single-storey with shallow-pitch rooflines and wide eaves, often with exposed rafters, typical of the era. 
They have a hipped roofs and asymmetrical facades, often with a projecting bay that has a hip or gabled roof. Numbers 
92, 94, 96 and 98 Albert Street have timber shingles in the projecting gables and at the base of the bay windows (some of 
these have been replaced on number 94). They are all clad in weatherboard, and have the same original roof form. All of 
the windows retain their original decorative lead light windows across the facade (both in the projecting bay and the main 
body of the residence) and their original decorative double timber doors. 



All roofs are clad in (new or original) corrugated iron. The chimneys are tall stacks with minimal corbelling at the top. 
Numbers 90, 92 (overpainted), 94, 96 and 98 have similar pairs of chimneys that are roughcast rendered with an exposed 
brick cap. The pair of chimneys at 100 Albert Street have exposed variegated cream brick. 



The bungalows incorporate a porch or verandah of varying design. In the precinct, the key types of bungalow porch and 
verandah are:



1. A verandah with a separate roofline that runs the length of the facade to the projecting gable. Supported by polychrome 
brick piers. Can have an enclosed brick balustrade, the pattern of which can match the brick fence (eg. nos 92, 94, 96 
& 98 Albert Street).



2. A small square porch with a separate roofline, supported by brick piers. It has an enclosed brick balustrade (eg. no. 90 
Albert Street, which has a partially corbelled balustrade). 



3. A circular porch, with a separate roofline, supported on Ionic columns that sit on an enclosed brick, polychrome 
balustrade. The pattern on the balustrade is the reverse of the front fence (eg. no. 100 Albert Street).



The entrance is either a single or double door, often with decorative glazing bar patterns and leadlights that are repeated 
in the upper sashes of the facade windows. Most projecting gable bays have bay windows, with three or four one-over-
one sash windows below a flat roof. No 100 has one-over-two sash windows with horizontal glazing bars, indicating its 
later date.



The precinct consists of the following contributory places: 
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90, 92, 94, 96, 98 & 100 Albert Street. 


Physical Condition 

 
Overall, the precinct is in good condition, although the individual places within the precinct vary. Nos. 90, 92, 96, 98 ,100 
Albert Street are in good condition. No. 94 Albert Street is in fair condition. 


Physical Description 

 
Significant Places within the precinct - none   



Contributory and intact places - 94 Albert Street, 96 Albert Street, 98 Albert Street, 100 Albert Street



Contributory but altered places - 90 Albert Street and 92 Albert Street



Non-contributory places - none 


Statement of Significance 

 
What is significant?



Interwar Bungalow Heritage Precinct 2 is a small discrete portion of Albert Street in Sebastopol which was developed in 
the late 1920s and early 1930s for residential housing. The row includes all of the built structures and all of the and land 
at 90, 92, 94, 96, 98 and 100 Albert Street, Sebastopol.



The contributory elements within the precinct include the row of five intact identical (mirror image) bungalows at 92-100 
Albert Street and one altered timber bungalow at 90 Albert Street. Other contributory elements include the mature trees in 
thegarden of 90 Albert Street, all of the front fences, concrete paths in the front gardens which lead to the porches of each 
residence. 



Elements which contribute to the significance of the precinct include (but are not limited to): 



- The uniform hipped roof form with corrugated iron cladding and roughcast rendered chimneys with an exposed brick 
cap



- The uniform asymmetrical arrangement of the facade with projecting transverse gable. 



- The variety in character and expression within consistent suburban bungalow 



- The intactness of many individual buildings to their original states. Dwellings typically survive with their presentation 
to the street largely unaltered, retaining verandahs and decorative render and timber detailing, and original fences



- The consistent, modest single-storey scale of the built form;



- The enclosed brick porches with dichromatic brick details and piers



- Dichromatic brick front fences
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- Original lead light windows and door in the facade



- The gabled or hipped roofs with and plain corrugated metal cladding;



- The detached form and uniform pattern of front and side setbacks and arrangement of side driveways;



- The discrete form and siting of vehicle accommodation at the rear of the dwellings with single driveway access. 



How is it significant?



Interwar Bungalow Heritage Precinct 2 is of local historical and aesthetic significance to the township of Sebastopol and 
the City of Ballarat. 



Why is it significant?



Interwar Bungalow Heritage Precinct 2 is of historical significance as it demonstrates residential development within 
Sebastopol in the period c.1925-1930. It is representative of Sebastopol's growth in the late 1920s and early 1930s as it 
gradually moved from an individual township to a southern suburb of Ballarat. This period also saw the removal of many 
mullock heaps and other mining infrastructure in Albert Street, which allowed for new rows of small scale residential 
development to occur, such this one, as well as at 12-20 Albert Street and 140-148 Albert Street. (Criterion A)



The small precinct is of aesthetic significance as a small collection of substantially intact and cohesive housing in a 
modest timber 'Bungalow style'. While individual buildings are reasonably typical of the period, the precinct is notable 
for its consistent character, which is derived from single-storey bungalows with identical form, scale, form, setback and 
materials (some mirror images). The houses are characteristic of modest bungalow residences throughout Victoria of the 
interwar period. (Criterion E)



Significant places within the precinct - none



Contributory and intact places within the precinct - 94, 96, 98 and 100 Albert Street



Contributory but altered places within the precinct - 90 and 92 Albert Street



Non contributory places - none

Recommendations 2015 

 

-

-

- 

- 

-

-
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External Paint Controls

Internal Alteration Controls

Tree Controls

Fences & Outbuildings

Prohibited Uses May Be Permitted

Incorporated Plan

Aboriginal Heritage Place
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HERITAGE CITATION REPORT

Name House

Address 90 Albert Street SEBASTOPOL Significance Level Contributory

Place Type House

Citation Date 2015

Recommended 
Heritage Protection

VHR No HI No PS Yes

History and Historical Context 

 
The Crown Grant for the land (allotment 5J, section 2) was issued to AE and ME Bedggood in December 1978 
(Township of Sebastopol plan). The late issue of the Crown Grant indicates that prior to this date, the land was leased 
from the Crown under a Miner's Right.



Source

Township of Sebastopol Plan, VPRS 16171/P1/Unit 5707 part 2, held at Public Records Office of Victoria.

Description 

 
Physical Description 

 
A timber bungalow with a hipped roof and projecting gable bay to the left of the facade. A square porch covers the 
entrance, which is supported by brick piers. The property retains its original polychrome brick fence, with its diaper 
pattern (partially rendered). 


Statement of Significance 
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This place is a contributory element within the Interwar bungalow precinct 2. Please refer to the precinct citation for a 
statement of significance.

Recommendations 2015 

 

-

-

- 

- 

-

-

-

External Paint Controls

Internal Alteration Controls

Tree Controls

Fences & Outbuildings

Prohibited Uses May Be Permitted

Incorporated Plan

Aboriginal Heritage Place

House
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HERITAGE CITATION REPORT

Name House

Address 92 Albert Street SEBASTOPOL Significance Level Contributory

Place Type House

Citation Date 2015

Recommended 
Heritage Protection

VHR No HI No PS Yes

History and Historical Context 

 
The Crown Grant for the land (allotment 5G, section 2) was issued to LG and I Bullus in July 1986 (Township of 
Sebastopol plan). The late issue of the Crown Grant indicates that prior to this date, the land was leased from the Crown 

House
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under a Miner's Right.



Source

Township of Sebastopol Plan, VPRS 16171/P1/Unit 5707 part 2, held at Public Records Office of Victoria.

Description 

 
Physical Description 

 
A timber bungalow with a hipped roof and projecting gable bay to the right of the facade, which has a bay window with 
four double-hung sash windows below a flat roofline. The roof line of the bay window extends to join with the roof of the 
verandah, which is supported by 1950s mild-steel supports. The original polychrome brick fence has been altered but 
remains. 


Statement of Significance 

 
This place is a contributory element within the Interwar bungalow precinct 2. Please refer to the precinct citation for a 
statement of significance.

Recommendations 2015 

 

-

-
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- 

-

-

-

External Paint Controls

Internal Alteration Controls

Tree Controls

Fences & Outbuildings

Prohibited Uses May Be Permitted

Incorporated Plan

Aboriginal Heritage Place
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HERITAGE CITATION REPORT

Name House

Address 94 Albert Street SEBASTOPOL Significance Level Contributory

Place Type House

Citation Date 2015

Recommended 
Heritage Protection

VHR No HI No PS Yes

History and Historical Context 

 
The Crown Grant for the land (allotment 5F, section 2) was issued to MH Mill in November 1976 (Township of 
Sebastopol plan). The late issue of the Crown Grant indicates that prior to this date, the land was leased from the Crown 
under a Miner's Right.



Source

Township of Sebastopol Plan, VPRS 16171/P1/Unit 5707 part 2, held at Public Records Office of Victoria.

Description 

 
Physical Description 

 
A timber bungalow with a hipped roof and projecting gabled bay to the right of the facade, which has a bay window with 
four double-hung sash windows. A flat-roofed verandah runs the length of the facade to meet the projecting bay. The 
verandah is supported by brick piers which rest upon a polychrome brick balustrade. The property retains its original 
polychrome brick fence, the motif of which matches that of the balustrade. 


House
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Statement of Significance 

 
This place is a contributory element within the Interwar bungalow precinct 2. Please refer to the precinct citation for a 
statement of significance.

Recommendations 2015 

 

-

-

- 

- 

-

-

-

External Paint Controls

Internal Alteration Controls

Tree Controls

Fences & Outbuildings

Prohibited Uses May Be Permitted

Incorporated Plan

Aboriginal Heritage Place
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HERITAGE CITATION REPORT

Name House

Address 96 Albert Street SEBASTOPOL Significance Level Contributory

Place Type House

Citation Date 2015

Recommended 
Heritage Protection

VHR No HI No PS Yes

History and Historical Context 

 
The Crown Grant for the land (allotment 5E, section 2) was issued to HL and RG Cunningham in September 1974 
(Township of Sebastopol plan). The late issue of the Crown Grant indicates that prior to this date, the land was leased 
from the Crown under a Miner's Right.



Source

Township of Sebastopol Plan, VPRS 16171/P1/Unit 5707 part 3, held at Public Records Office of Victoria.

Description 

 
Physical Description 

 
A timber bungalow with a hipped roof and projecting gable bay with a bay window. The flat roof line of the bay window 
extends to meet the verandah which runs the length of the facade. The verandah is supported by brick piers which sit on a 
brick balustrade. The property retains its original polychrome brick fence. 


Statement of Significance 
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This place is a contributory element within the Interwar bungalow precinct 2. Please refer to the precinct citation for a 
statement of significance.

Recommendations 2015 
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External Paint Controls

Internal Alteration Controls

Tree Controls

Fences & Outbuildings

Prohibited Uses May Be Permitted

Incorporated Plan

Aboriginal Heritage Place
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HERITAGE CITATION REPORT

Name House

Address 98 Albert Street SEBASTOPOL Significance Level Contributory

Place Type House

Citation Date 2015

Recommended 
Heritage Protection

VHR No HI No PS Yes

History and Historical Context 

 
The Crown Grant for the land (allotment 5D, section 2) was issued to J and EJ Moran in August 1975(Township of 
Sebastopol plan). The late issue of the Crown Grant indicates that prior to this date, the land was leased from the Crown 
under a Miner's Right.



Source

Township of Sebastopol Plan, VPRS 16171/P1/Unit 5707 part 3, held at Public Records Office of Victoria.

Description 

 
Physical Description 

 
A timber bungalow with a hipped roof and projecting gable bay which has a bay window with four double-hung sash 
windows. The flat roof line of the window extends to meet the verandah which runs the length of the facade. The 
verandah is supported by brick piers which sit on a polychrome brick balustrade. The property retains its original 
polychrome brick fence and gates. 
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Statement of Significance 

 
This place is a contributory element within the Interwar bungalow precinct2. Please refer to the precinct citation for a 
statement of significance.

Recommendations 2015 

 

-

-
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- 

-

-
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External Paint Controls

Internal Alteration Controls

Tree Controls

Fences & Outbuildings

Prohibited Uses May Be Permitted

Incorporated Plan

Aboriginal Heritage Place
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HERITAGE CITATION REPORT

Name House

Address 100 Albert Street SEBASTOPOL Significance Level Contributory

Place Type House

Citation Date 2015

Recommended 
Heritage Protection

VHR No HI No PS Yes

History and Historical Context 

 
Stylistically, this house date to the late 1930s or 1940s. 



The Crown Grant for the land (allotment 5C, section 2) was issued to YC and LC Browning in August 1974 (Township 
of Sebastopol plan). The late issue of the Crown Grant indicates that prior to this date, the land was leased from the 
Crown under a Miner's Right.



Source

Township of Sebastopol Plan, VPRS 16171/P1/Unit 5707 part 3, held at Public Records Office of Victoria.

Description 

 
Physical Description 

 
A timber bungalow with a hipped roof and projecting gable bay to the left of the facade. A large circular porch is located 
at the centre of the facade and has a flat roof line which is supported by Ionic columns on a polychrome brick balustrade. 
There are one-over-two sash windows with horizontal glazing bars, indicating its later date.The property retains its 
original polychrome brick fence, which mimics the motif of the balustrade. 
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Statement of Significance 

 
This place is a contributory element within the Interwar bungalow precinct2. Please refer to the precinct citation for a 
statement of significance.

Recommendations 2015 

 

-

-

- 

- 

-

-

-

External Paint Controls

Internal Alteration Controls

Tree Controls

Fences & Outbuildings

Prohibited Uses May Be Permitted

Incorporated Plan

Aboriginal Heritage Place
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HERITAGE CITATION REPORT

Name Interwar Bungalow Heritage Precinct 3

Address 140-148 Albert Street SEBASTOPOL Significance Level Local

Place Type Residential Precinct,Shop

Citation Date 2015

Recommended 
Heritage Protection

VHR No HI No PS Yes

Integrity 

 
This precinct retains a good degree of integrity. There have been some minor alterations and additions to several of the 
residences and the shop. The houses at 144 Albert Street and 148 Albert Street both retain a very high degree of integrity 
externally, exhibited in the intact exterior (including materials and finishes) and the original garden layout (including 

Interwar Bungalow Heritage Precinct 3
Hermes No 184479 Place Citation Report

01:30 PM26-Jun-2015

103



paths and fences). The shop at 142 Albert Street retains a high degree of integrity, although the facade has been rendered 
and the highlights over the shop windows and door have been covered (reversible). 



140 Albert Street retains a good degree of integrity. It has had the front porch infilled above the brick balustrade to create 
a sleepout.



146 Albert Street retains a fair degree of integrity. Vinyl cladding has been placed over the weatherboard exterior, and the 
southern portion of the porch has been enclosed (and a brick peir lost?). The original corrugated iron roof has been 
replaced with with metal tiles, and a new aluminium window hood has been added to the window of the projecting facade 
gable. 


History and Historical Context 

 
Locality history



Sebastopol, now a part of the City of Ballarat, was first settled by Europeans in the 1830s. There are many versions of 
who the first squatters in Sebastopol were and where they squatted, but according to Jenkins and Jenkins in The Golden 
Chain (1980), several men were involved in the establishment of pastoral activities in the area, including graziers 
William Cross Yuille, his brother Archie Yuille, Henry Anderson and T Learmonth.



The gold rushes, from 1851 through 1861, brought a new and transformative influx of people into the area. At the 
beginning of the era in the early 1850s, Sebastopol was a collection of tent towns. In 1852, deep lead mining technology 
and methods were first introduced to the Ballarat and Sebastopol goldfields by the newly arrived Cornish, Welsh, Irish 
and Scottish miners (Context 2015:3; Croggon 2002:26, 98). Successful mines in West Ballarat and Sebastopol were the 
Prince of Wales, Albion and the Working Miners, while the Band of Hope and Albion Consols mines were the area's 
largest and wealthiest (Context 2015:4-6).



From the 1850s, the town grew rapidly, particularly around its main centres of Cobblers' Hill, Victoria Street and along 
Albert Street (the focus of the town), and the tent towns gradually merged into formally surveyed town allotments. Cobb 
and Co's coaches passed through the area daily, and McLennans house removers operated in the area. Their business was 
testament to the shifting nature of population on the goldfields, as diggers chased new gold leads around the region, 
taking their houses and other buildings with them. However, Ballarat and Sebastopol were remarkable for the longevity 
of their gold booms (Context 2015:7).



In 1855 the area, commonly referred to as Bonshaw after the squatting run, was renamed 'Sebastopol' after Sevastopol in 
the Ukraine, the site of an important battle during the Crimean War (1853-56). The name 'Sebastopol' was also inspired 
by the realistic reportage of the war. As miners resorted to gunpowder to blast through the basaltic rock of the plateau, 
miners said the noise was like cannon fire as described in the heavy trench and artillery warfare of the Crimean War 
(Context, 2015:4). Similarly, nearby Redan was named after Redan Fort, Crimea, the location of another battle during the 
Crimean War (Jenkins 1964:unpaginated). On 1 November 1864 the Borough of Sebastopol was formed (Context 
2015:10).



In order to mine on Crown land, a license system was implemented in 1851, at the beginning of the gold rush, but was 
soon considered prohibitive by the miners and caused unrest, which lead to the Eureka uprising on 3 December 1854. As 
a result, Gold Licenses were replaced with Miner's Rights as the necessary evidence for the occupation of a claim, as 
stated in the 1855 (third) Goldfields Act,. The fourth Goldfields Act of 1858 gave increased privileges to holders of 
Miner's Rights, including the right to make a residential claim. At this date, land for the purpose of a residence could not 
exceed 1/8 acre (20 perches) in extent (Wood, 1858). According to the Mining Statute of 1865, one quarter of an acre 
could be occupied for residential purposes. This allowed the construction of a house and gave the lessee the rights of an 
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owner (PROV, 'Index to Residence Area Rights' description, VPRS 15678). This resulted in the establishment of gold-
mining towns such as Sebastopol (Miner's Right collection; Goldfields research centre, pers. comm., Nov 2011). The 
provision of residence areas, leased from the Crown at low rents, allowed two-thirds of miners to own their own homes, 
often small cottages 'with gardens big enough for hens and vegetables' (Dingle 1984:96). The residence areas, such as 
that found in Sebastopol, were established in response to the generally poor conditions and economic insecurity suffered 
by the majority of miners, as 'little of the gold they mined stuck to their fingers' (Dingle 1984:96). In Sebastopol, many 
houses were built while the land was held under Miner's Rights. An exception is the early commercial hub on Albert 
Street, near Birdwood Avenue, where freehold land sales occurred in the 1860s. 



Under the 1884 Residence Areas Act, holders of Miner's Rights were now able to purchase land in gold-bearing areas, if 
they had resided on the land for two and a half years, made substantial improvements and if the land was not required for 
mining or public purposes (PROV, 'Register of purchases, residential areas' description, VPRS 14294). 



Gold mining in Sebastopol began to slow and ceased altogether after the outbreak of World War I. As a result, the 
community reduced in size, as miners sought employment elsewhere, with many of the houses removed and relocated. 
The population decrease was reflected in school enrolment numbers, particularly at Sebastopol State School No. 1167 
(Sebastopol State School c1973 pamphlet).



Post World War II the population again began to rise and the influence of postwar immigration on the area was 
significant. New industries appeared, along with many new houses (Sebastopol State School c1973 pamphlet; Context 
2015:10). Gradually, Miner's Rights were converted to freehold, with an increase evident in the 1960s in the Ballarat 
area. Certificates of Title for properties in Sebastopol indicate that Crown Grants were issued into the 1970s and 80s.



History of street names in Sebastopol



Like most localities, a number of streets were named in honour of British royalty. In Sebastopol, this is evident in Albert, 
Alfred, Queen, Crown and Victoria Streets, to name a few. While the names of other Sebastopol streets originated from 
mines of the same name, such as Albion and Picton Streets. Birdwood Avenue was named in honour of General William 
Birdwood in 1917; Beverin Street took the name of Frank Beverin, Mayor of Sebastopol in 1864; Grant Street was named 
after an early butcher, Isaac Grant; while Vickers Street was named after a first Councillor, Isaac Vickers (Jenkins and 
Jenkins 1980:130-132). Kent Street was named after Nicholas Kent from Cornwall, mine manager of the Grand Duke and 
Central Plateau companies and Mayor of Sebastopol 1873-4 (Dell & Menhennet, 2003:32-3). 



Albert Street was originally known as Government Road and has been the main street of Sebastopol since settlement, and 
is part of what has been suggested as the oldest road in Western Victoria (Jenkins & Jenkins, 1980:4). Albert Street, 
near Birdwood Avenue has been the commercial hub of the town since its earliest days, with land sales dating to the 
1860s.



History of residential development



The following is taken from the Sebastopol Heritage Study Stage 2: Volume 1 (Context, 2015:15-16):



The history of residential development in Sebastopol can be classified into five main categories. These are the 
development of timber cottages (c1850 - 1890) associated mostly with the need for residences for workers in the mining 
industry and its associated sectors; the late Victorian period (1880 - 1900); late Federation (from the late 1910s to early 
1920s); the Interwar period, predominately of bungalow development; and the expansion of newer housing in the post-
war period.



Sebastopol's residential development can also be seen within the context of the broader fortunes of Ballarat, with which it 
was historically associated. Ballarat broadly experienced a transition from a gold based economy, with a growing 
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industrial and manufacturing economy following the contraction of gold mining in the early twentieth century (Bate, 
1993:31-32). Ballarat itself experienced a declining population during the early stages of this transition, but different 
areas were affected differently. For example, Ballarat's population as a whole, including Sebastopol, fell from 1901 to 
1921, from over 46,000 to a little over 36,000, however West Ballarat lost only 4% compared to a loss of 15% in East 
Ballarat (Bate, 1993:32). Sebastopol itself saw a drop in population from 2,174 people and 515 dwellings in 1911 to 
1,744 people and 420 dwellings in 1921. This fall stabilised during the 1920s, with 1,728 residents recorded in 1933 and 
444 dwellings (Australian census figures). The built environments of previously predominant gold mining areas such as 
Sebastopol were affected by the departure of many gold mining families who often removed their timber and 
weatherboard cottages with them (Bate, 1993:41). Those who remained were in large part skilled workers, who 
demanded and could afford a more permanently constructed home. It was as the 1920s progressed that population decline 
turned around in Ballarat, with its population regained by 1933 due to a reinvigorated manufacturing sector during the era 
of trade protection (Bate 1993; Kelly 1996; Dingle 1984:99) has speculated that 'it was the richness and extent of the 
[gold] deposits which allowed [Ballarat and Bendigo] to grow so large, and their size then allowed them to diversify their 
economy in a way which smaller towns could not copy'. Among the successes of Ballarat for example was the Phoenix 
Foundry Company that built steam locomotives for the railways, and even after these dream foundered, the position of 
Ballarat as a regional service centre for farming hinterlands and its relative proximity to Melbourne buttressed its 
economy (Dingle 1984:99-100; Bate 1993). A critical mass of population, provided for by ongoing housing development 
and serviced by commercial their centres, was thus a central reason for the survival of Ballarat and its satellite Sebastopol 
once other mining towns dwindled. Certainly, Sebastopol turned around over the same period as Ballarat more generally, 
with a marked increase in population to 2,041 people and 492 dwellings by 1947. The postwar period was a boom time in 
house construction and population, with an increase to 3,265 people and 842 dwellings in 1954 (Australian census 
figures).



Because of the composition of the skilled workforce, and the residual wealth of mining combined with the Miners Rights 
under the 1884 Residence Areas Act, the rate of home ownership in Ballarat area broadly was an unusually high 67% 
compared to Melbourne's 52% (Bate, 1993:43). The provision of residence areas, leased from the Crown at low rents, 
allowed two-thirds of miners to own their own homes, often small cottages 'with gardens big enough for hens and 
vegetables' (Dingle 1984:96). The residence areas, such as that found in Sebastopol, were established in response to the 
generally poor conditions and economic insecurity suffered by the majority of miners, as 'little of the gold they mined 
stuck to their fingers' (Dingle 1984:96). In Sebastopol, a majority of houses were owned under Miner's Rights and a 
minority purchased the freehold from the Crown in the nineteenth century. An exception were the small parcels in the 
early commercial hubs (eg. Albert Street near the corner of Birdwood Avenue) and properties in the nearby areas, the 
Crown Grants for which can date to the 1860s.



Interwar bungalows



Interwar bungalows are a dominant residential type in Sebastopol. After the closure of the last mines in Sebastopol in 
1919, there was limited development until the mid 1920s, when the population began to stabalise as new developments 
were constructed on the site of the former mine land, and new residential housing stock replaced earlier houses and shops 
along Albert Street. Sebastopol's population expanded gradually as Ballarat's boundary began to merge with Sebastopol, 
making the township a southern 'suburb' of Ballarat. The period 1925-1935 was particularly prolific within the township 
for Bungalow style housing development. Several small rows of houses were designed and built in very similar styles 
either by private interests (such as Jenkins Row at 12 -20 Albert Street) or speculative developers (140-148 Albert Street 
and 90 -100 Albert Street) on former mining land. The mining infrastructure and landscape continued to surround the 
buildings well into the mid twentieth century. It is likley that the majority of the bungalows were designed and 
constructed by one or two local builders who were operating in the area at the time. Many design features are similar, 
including the design of the unique brickwork patterning on front fences and chimneys, that was often reflected in the 
brickwork of the rather unusual flat roofed, irregular shaped entry porches. There are distinct rows of interwar bungalows 
which were developed during the same period, possibly as a speculative development. Others were private, such as the 
row known as 'Jenkins Parade'. The development of retail and of residential properties were closely related, through the 
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property development activities of the Jenkins and other prominent local families. Jenkins Parade included the row of 
bungalows between 14A and 20 Albert Street and includes the former Jenkins butcher store at number 12. At this stage, 
the relationship (if there was one) between the commercial premises and the residences within this precinct is not known. 
Rows of contiguous Interwar bungalows are also located at 90 - 100 Albert Street and further south at 140 - 148 Albert 
Street, testament to the population recovery in Sebastopol post World War I despite the closure of the gold mines.



N.B. The historical information for places in Sebastopol is limited, as a majority of the land was occupied, and houses 
built, on land that was owned by the Crown and leased under Miner's Rights. As a result, a majority of the Crown Grants 
were issued after the construction of the house, making it difficult to determine early owners from Title information. The 
location of the pre-1906 rate books for Sebastopol is not known (as the historical society, Ballarat PROV and Council are 
aware), further preventing the determination of construction dates. 
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History, prepared for City of Ballarat.

Goldfields research centre, Bendigo, personal communication, November 2011. 

Jenkins, E D (1964), Sebastopol Victoria, An historical survey of early Sebastopol, Sebastopol. 

Jenkins, E D & Arthur J Jenkins (1980), The Golden Chain, Sebastopol. 

Miner's Right collection, http://www.onmydoorstep.com.au/heritage-listing/13628/miners-rights-collection, accessed 29 
Nov 2011.

Neil Wright of the Sebastopol Historical Society, personal communication, November 2011. 

Public Records Office, Victoria (PROV), 'Register of purchases, residential areas' description, VPRS 14294. 

Public Records Office, Victoria (PROV), 'Index to Residence Area Rights' description, VPRS 15678. 

Sebastopol State School (c1973), 'Sebastopol State School No.1167 Centenary, 1873-1973', pamphlet [unpaginated].

Wood, John Dennistoun, 'The Gold Fields Act: A practical explanation with an abstract of the Act and appendices', 
pamphlet held by the State Library of Victoria, http://www.slv.vic.gov.au/vicpamphlets/0/3/9/pdf/vp0393.pdf, accessed 
Nov 2011.

Description 

 
Physical Description 

 
Interwar Bungalow Heritage Precinct 3 consists of four houses and a commercial shop on Albert Street, Sebastopol, 
between Vickers and Walkers streets. They are individual, contiguous allotments. The bungalowsdate to c1918 - 1939. 
The shop at 142 Albert Street may date to the early postwar period. 



The precinct is located on the west side of Albert Street. Near this precinct, Albert Street is a four-lane wide street with a 
median strip, kerb and channel. The west side of the street has a concrete footpath and wide nature strip (with a 
bituminised portion used for parking). The pedestrian footpath, and nature strip and road pavement of Albert Street is not 
included within the precinct.



142 Albert Street is the sole shop in a residential area. The shop facade is flush with the public footpath and a gravel 
carpark is located to the south. The roof is clad with variegated, glazed Marseilles tiles, though it is largely hidden by the 
front and side parapets. The south elevation (and the plinth of the north elevation) is constructed of red brick while the 
north elevation is cream brick, like the parapet. These visibly intersect, by means of quoining, at the left corner of the 
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facade and a south corner at the rear of the building. There is brick quoining to the facade corners in a dark, glazed brick 
that was popular in the early postwar period. The stepped front parapet is capped with a row of smaller dark bricks. There 
is a cantilevered verandah projecting from the facade. Beneath this, the original shop-front remains, although the brick 
has been rendered and overpainted. There is a large window with glazing in a diamond motif. The highlights have been 
covered over.



Numbers 144, 146 and 148 are uniformly setback from the front boundary, allowing for a medium-sized garden, while 
number 140 has a deeper setback. All houses have a driveway against the north or south boundary. Fence types on the 
current front boundaries vary. 144 Albert Street retains its original timber-framed cyclone wire fence and gates. Numbers 
140 and 146 have modern fences, while number 148 has the remains of a brick fence (a few courses remain at ground 
level).



The houses are single-storey with shallow-pitch roof lines and wide eaves, typical of the period. Number 146 Albert 
Street is smaller in scale than the other houses within the precinct. They have a gabled or hipped roof and asymmetrical 
facades with a projecting hip or gable bay. 144 Albert Street has a double-gabled facade, both with a half-timbered effect 
and louvered vents, and a transverse gable on the southern elevation. 140 Albert Street has a high hip roof and continuous 
verandah roof, both indicating a Federation influence. The projecting gable on the facade of 140 Albert Street has a 
latticed vent above timber shingles and a row of modillions. The weatherboards at the middle of the wall are notched to 
mimic timber shingles. The projecting gable at number 148 has timber shingles above a half-timbered area. 



The roofs are clad in (new or original) corrugated iron, except for 146 and the shop at number 142, which are clad with 
tiles. Where remaining, the single chimneys are tall stacks with minimal detail, sometimes with a bichrome brick cap 
(144 Albert Street). 



As seen frequently in Sebastopol during this period, a feature of the houses are porch balustrades with polychrome 
brickwork in a diaper pattern, as seen at numbers 144 and 148. The houses all incorporate a porch or verandah of varying 
design. In the precinct, the key types of porches and verandahs are:



1. A verandah that is a continuation of the roofline, supported on brick piers, that runs the length of the facade to the 
projecting gable, with an enclosed brick balustrade (eg. no. 140, which is hipped at the south corner. It has been infilled 
above the balustrade).



2. A verandah with a separate roofline that runs the length of the facade to the projecting gable. Supported by Tuscan 
columns on brick piers, or polychrome brick piers. Can have an enclosed brick balustrade, the pattern of which can match 
the brick fence (eg. no. 144, which is a return verandah; no. 146, which has later been partially enclosed; no.148, the 
roofline of which continues and joins the flat roof of the bay window on the projecting gable). 



The entrance is either a single or double door, often with decorative glazing bar patterns and leadlights that is similar to, 
or repeated in, the upper sash of the facade windows. Number 140 has windows with six-over-one sashes and a single 
entrance door with highlights and sidelights above framed horizontal panelling. The projecting gable bays of numbers 
140 and 148 have bay windows, with three or four one-over-one sash windows below a flat roof. 



Features



140 Albert Street has an ornate timber window hood on the north elevation and a box bay window on the south elevation, 
towards the rear of the house. 



The precinct consists of the following contributory places: 



Interwar houses:
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- 140, 144, 146 & 148 Albert Street. 



Commercial Interwar building:



- 142 Albert Street. 


Physical Condition 

 
The following places are in good condition 140, 142, 144 & 148 Albert Street. 



146 Albert Street is in fair condition 


Physical Description 

 
Individually significant Places within the precinct - none



Contributory and intact places - 142 Albert Street, 144 Albert Street, 148 Albert Street



Contributory but altered places - 140 Albert Street and 146 Albert Street



Non significant places - none 


Statement of Significance 

 
What is significant?



Interwar Bungalow Heritage Precinct 3 is a small discrete portion of Albert Street in Sebastopol which was developed in 
the late 1920s and early 1930s for residential housing. The precinct includes the buildings and all of the land at 140, 142, 
144, 146 and 148 Albert Street, Sebastopol. 



The contributory elements within the precinct includes the four timber bungalows at 140 and144-148 Albert Street and 
the shop at 142 Albert Street. Other contributory elements include the mature trees in the front and rear gardens at 
numbers 146 and 148 Albert Street and the front fence at 144 Albert Street.



Elements which further contribute to the significance of the precinct include (but are not limited to): 





- The variety in character and expression within consistent suburban bungalow form



- The intactness of individual buildings to their original states. Dwellings typically survive with their presentation to the 
street largely unaltered, retaining verandahs and decorative render and timber detailing, and in the case of 144 Albert St, 
the original fence.



- The consistent, modest single-storey scale of the built form;



- The consistent use of timber cladding, double hung sash timber windows and paired front doors.
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- The variety of verandahs and porches with brick piers and/or enclosed porches with a variety of roof forms, clad in 
corrugated iron.



- The gabled or hipped roofs with redbrick chimneys and plain corrugated metal cladding;



- Dichromatic brick porches at 144 and 148 Albert Street



- The detached form and uniform pattern of front and side setbacks and arrangement of side driveways;



- The discrete form and siting of vehicle accommodation at the rear of the dwellings with single driveway access. 



How is it significant?



Interwar Bungalow Heritage Precinct 3 is of local historical and aesthetic significance to the township of Sebastopol and 
the City of Ballarat. 



Why is it significant?



Interwar Bungalow Heritage Precinct 3 is of historical significance as it demonstrates residential development within 
Sebastopol in the period c.1925-1930. It is representative of Sebastopol's growth in the late 1920s and early 1930s as it 
gradually moved from an individual township to a southern suburb of Ballarat. This period also saw the removal of many 
mullock heaps and other mining infrastructure in Albert Street, which allowed for new rows of small scale residential 
development to occur, such this one, as well as at 12-20 Albert Street and 90-100 Albert Street. (Criterion A)



The small precinct is of aesthetic significance as a small collection of substantially intact and cohesive housing in a 
modest timber 'Bungalow style'. While individual buildings are reasonably typical of the period, the precinct is notable 
for its consistent character, which is derived from single-storey bungalows with a similar scale, form, setback and 
materials. The houses are characteristic of modest bungalow residences throughout Victoria of the interwar period, with 
specific brick porch detailing which appears unique to Sebastopol. (Criterion E)



Individually significant Places within the precinct - none



Contributory and intact places - 142 Albert Street, 144 Albert Street, 148 Albert Street



Contributory but altered places - 140 Albert Street and 146 Albert Street



Non contributory places - none
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Recommendations 2015 
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External Paint Controls

Internal Alteration Controls

Tree Controls

Fences & Outbuildings

Prohibited Uses May Be Permitted

Incorporated Plan

Aboriginal Heritage Place
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HERITAGE CITATION REPORT

Name House

Address 140 Albert Street SEBASTOPOL Significance Level Contributory

Place Type House

Citation Date 2015

Recommended 
Heritage Protection

VHR No HI No PS Yes

History and Historical Context 

 
The Crown Grant for the property was issued to WG and TM Browning in July 1877. The late issue of the Crown Grant 
indicates that prior to this date, the land was leased from the Crown under a Miner's Right (Township of Sebastopol 
plan). 



Source

Township of Sebastopol Plan, VPRS 16171/P1/Unit 5707 part 2, held at Public Records Office of Victoria.

Description 

 
Physical Description 

 
A timber bungalow with a high hip and continuous verandah roof, both indicating a Federation influence. The verandah is 
supported by brick piers and a balustrade and has been infilled above the balustrade. There is a projecting gable bay to the 
right of the facade, which has a bay window with three double-hung six-over-six sash windows. 


Statement of Significance 
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This place is a contributory element within the Interwar bungalow precinct3. Please refer to the precinct citation for a 
statement of significance.

Recommendations 2015 

 

-

-

- 

- 

-

-

-

External Paint Controls

Internal Alteration Controls

Tree Controls

Fences & Outbuildings

Prohibited Uses May Be Permitted

Incorporated Plan
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HERITAGE CITATION REPORT

Name Shop

Address 142 Albert Street SEBASTOPOL Significance Level Contributory

Place Type Shop

Citation Date 2015

Recommended 
Heritage Protection

VHR No HI No PS Yes

History and Historical Context 

 
Township plan unclear. Stylistic analysis of the details suggests that the commercial shop may date to the early post war 
period (1940s). 
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The shop is currently a ladies hair salon. 



Source

Township of Sebastopol Plan, VPRS 16171/P1/Unit 5707 part 2, held at Public Records Office of Victoria.

Description 

 
Physical Description 

 
A brick shop clad with variegated, glazed Marseilles tiles, largely hidden by the front and side parapets. There is a 
cantilevered balcony above the original shop-front, which has been rendered and overpainted. The large window features 
glazing with a diamond motif. 


Statement of Significance 

 
This place is a contributory element within the Interwar bungalow precinct3. Please refer to the precincit citation for a 
statement of significance.

Recommendations 2015 

 

-

-

- 

- 

-

-

-

External Paint Controls

Internal Alteration Controls

Tree Controls

Fences & Outbuildings

Prohibited Uses May Be Permitted

Incorporated Plan
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HERITAGE CITATION REPORT

Name House

Address 144 Albert Street SEBASTOPOL Significance Level Contributory

Place Type House

Citation Date 2015

Recommended 
Heritage Protection

VHR No HI No PS Yes

History and Historical Context 

 
The Crown Grant for the property was issued to FV Lee in March 1977. The late issue of the Crown Grant indicates that 
prior to this date, the land was leased from the Crown under a Miner's Right (Township of Sebastopol plan). 
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Source

Township of Sebastopol Plan, VPRS 16171/P1/Unit 5707 part 2, held at Public Records Office of Victoria.

Description 

 
Physical Description 

 
A timber bungalow with a double-gabled facade, both gables with a half-timbered effect. The smaller gable is above a 
bay window which has three double-hung sash windows. A return verandah runs from the smaller gable to a transverse 
gable on the south elevation. The flat roof line of the verandah is supported by Tuscan columns which sit on a 
polychrome brick balustrade, with a diaper pattern. 


Statement of Significance 

 
This place is a contributory element within the Interwar bungalow precinct3. Please refer to the precincit citation for a 
statement of significance.

Recommendations 2015 
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HERITAGE CITATION REPORT

Name House

Address 146 Albert Street SEBASTOPOL Significance Level Contributory

Place Type House

Citation Date 2015

Recommended 
Heritage Protection

VHR No HI No PS Yes

History and Historical Context 

 
The Crown Grant for the property (allotment 24C, section 3) was issued to WJ Harris in June 1979 (Township of 
Sebastopol plan). The late issue of the Crown Grant indicates that prior to this date, the land was leased from the Crown 
under a Miner's Right 



Source

Township of Sebastopol Plan, VPRS 16171/P1/Unit 5707 part 2, held at Public Records Office of Victoria.

Description 

 
Physical Description 

 
A small timber bungalow with a hipped roof and projecting gabled bay to the left of the facade, both clad in post-war 
metal tiles. A small verandah occupies the remainder of the facade. The flat roof line of the verandah is supported by 
Tuscan columns on brick piers. Later alterations include the metal tiles, vinyl cladding to the walls, the enclosure of half 
of the verandah and window awning. 
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Statement of Significance 

 
This place is a contributory element within the Interwar bungalow precinct3. Please refer to the precincit citation for a 
statement of significance.

Recommendations 2015 

 

-

-

- 

- 

-

-

-

External Paint Controls

Internal Alteration Controls

Tree Controls

Fences & Outbuildings

Prohibited Uses May Be Permitted

Incorporated Plan
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HERITAGE CITATION REPORT

Name House

Address 148 Albert Street SEBASTOPOL Significance Level Contributory

Place Type House

Citation Date 2015

Recommended 
Heritage Protection

VHR No HI No PS Yes

History and Historical Context 

 
The Crown Grant for the land (allotment 24B, section5) was issued to SE and DL Mills in January 1978. The late issue of 
the Crown Grant indicates that prior to this date, the land was leased from the Crown under a Miner's Right (Township of 
Sebastopol plan). 



Source

Township of Sebastopol Plan, VPRS 16171/P1/Unit 5707 part 2, held at Public Records Office of Victoria.

Description 

 
Physical Description 

 
A timber bungalow with a hipped roof and projecting gabled bay to the right of the facade. The gabled bay has a bay 
window which has four double-hung sash windows below a flat roof line. The flat roofline of the window continues to 
the verandah, which runs the remainder of the facade. The verandah is supported by a single brick pier which sits upon a 
polychrome brick balustrade, with a diaper pattern. 
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Statement of Significance 

 
This place is a contributory element within the Interwar bungalow precinct3. Please refer to the precinct citation for a 
statement of significance.

Recommendations 2015 
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External Paint Controls

Internal Alteration Controls

Tree Controls

Fences & Outbuildings

Prohibited Uses May Be Permitted

Incorporated Plan

Aboriginal Heritage Place
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HERITAGE CITATION REPORT

Name Ploughmans Arms Hotel (former)

Address 848 Tait Street BONSHAW Significance Level Local

Place Type Hotel,Restaurant (food outlet)

Citation Date 2015

Ploughmans Arms Hotel (former)
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Recommended 
Heritage Protection

VHR No HI No PS Yes

History and Historical Context 

 
Locality history



Sebastopol, now a part of the City of Ballarat, was first settled by Europeans in the 1830s. There are many versions of 
who the first squatters in Sebastopol were and where they squatted, but according to Jenkins and Jenkins in The Golden 
Chain (1980), several men were involved in the establishment of pastoral activities in the area, including graziers 
William Cross Yuille, his brother Archie Yuille, Henry Anderson and T Learmonth.



The gold rushes, from 1851 through 1861, brought a new and transformative influx of people into the area. At the 
beginning of the era in the early 1850s, Sebastopol was a collection of tent towns. In 1852, deep lead mining technology 
and methods were first introduced to the Ballarat and Sebastopol goldfields by the newly arrived Cornish, Welsh, Irish 
and Scottish miners (Context 2015:3; Croggon 2002:26, 98). Successful mines in West Ballarat and Sebastopol were the 
Prince of Wales, Albion and the Working Miners, while the Band of Hope and Albion Consols mines were the area's 
largest and wealthiest (Context 2015:4-6).



From the 1850s, the town grew rapidly, particularly around its main centres of Cobblers' Hill, Victoria Street and along 
Albert Street (the focus of the town), and the tent towns gradually merged into formally surveyed town allotments. Cobb 
and Co's coaches passed through the area daily, and McLennans house removers operated in the area. Their business was 
testament to the shifting nature of population on the goldfields, as diggers chased new gold leads around the region, 
taking their houses and other buildings with them. However, Ballarat and Sebastopol were remarkable for the longevity 
of their gold booms (Context 2015:7).



In 1855 the area, commonly referred to as Bonshaw after the squatting run, was renamed 'Sebastopol' after Sevastopol in 
the Ukraine, the site of an important battle during the Crimean War (1853-56). The name 'Sebastopol' was also inspired 
by the realistic reportage of the war. As miners resorted to gunpowder to blast through the basaltic rock of the plateau, 
miners said the noise was like cannon fire as described in the heavy trench and artillery warfare of the Crimean War 
(Context 2015:4). Similarly, nearby Redan was named after Redan Fort, Crimea, the location of another battle during the 
Crimean War (Jenkins 1964:unpaginated). On 1 November 1864 The Borough of Sebastopol was formed (Context 
2015:10).



In order to mine on Crown land, a license system was implemented in 1851, at the beginning of the gold rush, but was 
soon considered prohibitive by the miners and caused unrest, which lead to the Eureka uprising on 3 December 1854. As 
a result, Gold Licenses were replaced with Miner's Rights as the necessary evidence for the occupation of a claim, as 
stated in the 1855 (third) Goldfields Act,. The fourth Goldfields Act of 1858 gave increased privileges to holders of 
Miner's Rights, including the right to make a residential claim. At this date, land for the purpose of a residence could not 
exceed 1/8 acre (20 perches) in extent (Wood, 1858). According to the Mining Statute of 1865, one quarter of an acre 
could be occupied for residential purposes. This allowed the construction of a house and gave the lessee the rights of an 
owner (PROV, 'Index to Residence Area Rights' description, VPRS 15678). This resulted in the establishment of gold-
mining towns such as Sebastopol (Miner's Right collection; Goldfields research centre, pers. comm., Nov 2011). The 
provision of residence areas, leased from the Crown at low rents, allowed two-thirds of miners to own their own homes, 
often small cottages 'with gardens big enough for hens and vegetables' (Dingle 1984:96). The residence areas, such as 
that found in Sebastopol, were established in response to the generally poor conditions and economic insecurity suffered 
by the majority of miners, as 'little of the gold they mined stuck to their fingers' (Dingle 1984:96). In Sebastopol, many 
houses were built while the land was held under Miner's Rights. An exception is the early commercial hub on Albert 
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Street, near Birdwood Avenue, where freehold land sales occurred in the 1860s. 



Under the 1884 Residence Areas Act, holders of Miner's Rights were now able to purchase land in gold-bearing areas, if 
they had resided on the land for two and a half years, made substantial improvements and if the land was not required for 
mining or public purposes (PROV, 'Register of purchases, residential areas' description, VPRS 14294). 



Gold mining in Sebastopol began to slow and ceased altogether after the outbreak of World War I. As a result, the 
community reduced in size, as miners sought employment elsewhere, with many of the houses removed and relocated. 
The population decrease was reflected in school enrolment numbers, particularly at Sebastopol State School No. 1167 
(Sebastopol State School c1973 pamphlet).



Post World War II the population again began to rise and the influence of postwar immigration on the area was 
significant. New industries appeared, along with many new houses (Sebastopol State School c1973 pamphlet; Context 
2015:10). Gradually, Miner's Rights were converted to freehold, with an increase evident in the 1960s in the Ballarat 
area. Certificates of Title for properties in Sebastopol indicate that Crown Grants were issued into the 1970s and 80s.



Thematic history



From the time Sebastopol was surveyed, the town grey rapidly, particularly around its main centres Cobblers' Hill, 
Victoria Street and along Albert Street. Albert Street, or 'Government Road' as it was known in its early days, was the 
focus of the town. Other areas of activity were Victoria Street, Cobblers' Hill, and northern Sebastopol. Many of the 
hotels served the miners. Hotels on Victoria Street included Marshall's Hotel, Herring's Public Houses and Blanch's 
Hotel. Cobblers' Hill was a locus of hotels and public houses, of which there were no less than 77 in Sebastopol in 1870. 
Its hotels included those in Queen Street - the Royal Mail, Mitchell's Royal, Queen's Hotel, Tregedar Arms, Prince of 
Wales and Prince Alfred. In the northern area of Sebastopol there were 13 hotels on the Smythesdale Road, including the 
Ploughman's Hotel (on the corner of Tait Street). Churches and temperance halls mixed closely with hotels and breweries 
in the heady milieu of the gold rush era with its mix of politics, alcohol and religion (Context 2015:7). 



Place history



The single storey building at 848 Tait Street, Bonshaw, began as the Ploughman's Arms Hotel, which was built in 1882 
by A Goodlet (Jenkins 1964:unpaginated). An early photo of the Ploughman's Arms Hotel shows a simple timber, single-
storey building with a chamfered entrance and tall parapet that ran the length of the elevations fronting the road, with 
'Ploughman' and 'Hotel' discernibly painted. There is no roof line evident behind the tall parapet. A later photo indicates 
that the entrance on the chamfered corner was removed, a return verandah added and the parapet possibly shortened (SHS 
photo, 2011). 



Alexander Goodlet's probate file indicates that upon his death in 1888 he was the owner of the Ploughman's Arms and 
the surrounding land, which was used for grazing stock. The hotel was located at the junction of several stock routes, 
linking Ballarat's agricultural hinterland with the Latrobe sale yards (Goodlet probate file). Alexander Goodlet died in 
1888, and his wife, Ann Goodlet was sole executrix to his probate (Argus, 11 Sep 1888:10). In addition, the hotel was 
located within walking distance of the 'tent towns' servicing the mines on the west side of the commercial centre of 
Sebastopol.



Ann became the owner in July 1891, of not only Crown allotment 3, but also allotments 1, 2, 4, 5 and 6, totalling over 81 
acres (81 acres, 1 rood and 23 perches) (Title 1849/742). Almost immediately, in August 1891, Goodlet leased the whole 
of the property toWilliam Yullock and William George Yullock. In September 1901, Goodlet sold the hotel to Frank 
Fiscalini. The 1906 Sands & McDougall directory lists the Ploughman's Arms Hotel, owned by F Fiscalini, on 
Crown Street. The Fiscalini family owned other hotels in Ballarat during this period, and Frank Fiscalini appears as 
licencee to a number of places.
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In July 1906, the titles record that John Gayler 'of the Ploughman's Arms Hotel, Sebastopol, Licensed Victualler' became 
the owner. Under Gayler's ownership, the hotel appears to have been de-licensed, and converted into a residence. In his 
probate file (1920), the former hotel was listed as a tenanted '10 roomed weatherboard house' (Gayler probate file). It 
seems likely that the high style Edwardian Verandah (c. 1910) was added to the building at this time. The delicencing and 
conversion to residential use co-incides with the gradual decline in the deep lead mining industry in the area post 1905, 
suggesting the that the principal clientele were those associated with nearby mines. 



Upon Gayler's death in 1920, ownership was granted to Charles Wood of Northcote Holy Trinity Vicarage (Title 
2371/025). 



Farmer Edward Schreenan purchased the 81 acres in 1921. The Sands and McDougall directory notes that in 1921 the 
occupant of the property on Crown Street was Peter Hildebrand, but that the house was vacant. The property and building 
remained in the Schreenan family, who were farmers, graziers and dairy farmers, until 1978. In February 1979, Joseph 
Hayes and Edward Schreenan became owners in equal shares, before Joseph Hayes became the sole owner in November 
1987. The property at this point still totalled over 81 acres at this date (Titles 8143/684; 9799/416; 9412/272). 



The former hotel has served as the Bonshaw Restaurant, under the ownership of Hayes, in the 1990s (Graeme McDonald, 
pers. comm. Nov 2011). 



Early stables remain at the rear, although altered (SHS pers. comm., Sep 2011). Mature trees exist on the property, 
including Prunus species, Desert Ash, Melianthus and Pear trees.



Sources

Blake, Leslie (1973), Vision and Realisation, A centenary history of state education in Victoria, Melbourne.

Certificate of Title, as cited above. 

Context (2015), Sebastopol Heritage Study Stage 2: Volume 1: Key Findings & Recommendations; Thematic 
History, prepared for City of Ballarat.

Dingle, Tony (1984), The Victorians: Settling, Melbourne. 

Gayler, John, probate file, VPRS 28/P2/Unit 1086. 

Goldfields research centre, Bendigo, personal communication, November 2011. 

Goodlet, Alexander, probate file, VPRS 28/P2/Unit 245.

Hansen Partnership Pty Ltd, Wendy Jacobs & Naga Services (2003), Ballarat Heritage Study Stage 2. 

Jenkins, E D (1964), Sebastopol Victoria, An historical survey of early Sebastopol, Sebastopol. 

Jenkins, E D & Arthur J Jenkins (1980), The Golden Chain, Sebastopol. 

McDonald, Graeme, Sebastopol citizen, personal communication, November 2011. 

Miner's Right collection, http://www.onmydoorstep.com.au/heritage-listing/13628/miners-rights-collection, accessed 29 
Nov 2011.

Neil Wright of the Sebastopol Historical Society, personal communication, November 2011. 

Public Records Office, Victoria (PROV), 'Register of purchases, residential areas' description, VPRS 14294. 

Public Records Office, Victoria (PROV), 'Index to Residence Area Rights' description, VPRS 15678. 

Sand & McDougall directory. 

Sebastopol Historical Society (SHS) photo & notes, viewed 2011.

Sebastopol State School (c1973), 'Sebastopol State School No.1167 Centenary, 1873-1973', pamphlet [unpaginated].

The Argus. 

Wood, John Dennistoun, 'The Gold Fields Act: A practical explanation with an abstract of the Act and appendices', 
pamphlet held by the State Library of Victoria, http://www.slv.vic.gov.au/vicpamphlets/0/3/9/pdf/vp0393.pdf, accessed 
Nov 2011.
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Description 

 
Physical Description 

 
The former Ploughman's Arms Hotel is a large timber building of multiple wings and complex hip roofs. It now serves as 
a private residence.



The section facing Ross Creek Road corresponds with the 19th-century photograph of the hotel (held by the Sebastopol 
Historical Society). The photo shows a simple timber building with the roof concealed behind a signage parapet (since 
replaced). The hotel had two entrances, one on the chamfered corner near to Tait Street (which survives, altered), and the 
other near the centre of the Ross Creek Road elevation (converted to a window). Flanking the corner entrance were two 
large windows with three arches each (replaced with domestic-sized sash windows). There was also a standard sash 
window with shutters on the Ross Creek Road elevation (survives, without shutters). The roof of this section has an M-
hipped form, with the front hip facing Ross Creek Road. A corbelled brick chimney survives on the Tait Road side. This 
section of the building is clad in beaded weatherboards, which appear to be original (except for where the former door 
and large windows were infilled).



A return verandah, which appears to date from the 1910s, was installed around this part of the hotel. It has a chamfered 
corner corresponding with the corner entrance. It is supported on square timber posts with two incised lines near the top. 
The verandah frieze is very intricate cast-iron in a full-fledged Art Nouveau design. The roofing iron of the bullnose 
verandah roof has been replaced recently, but the profile of the pressed-metal infill to the end of the roof indicates that 
this is its original form.



Some time afterwards, probably when the hotel was converted to a private residence in the early 1920s, a simple timber 
balustrade was installed around the verandah. The verandah is now entered via a metal gate between timber posts with a 
cube motif at the top. The gate has a pipe frame and is filled with a woven wire hand gate, with a very delicate gauge 
wire, of an identical type to those advertised by Cyclone Pty Ltd in the early 'teens (see Fig 114, Cyclone Fence & 
Gate Book No 26). The hotel doorway and large window facing Ross Creek Road may have been reduced in size at this 
time as well. The double doors of the corner entrance were replaced with a smaller door and leadlight sidelight. 



At the time the 19th-century photo was taken, there was a projecting gabled bay on the left-hand side of the hotel facade. 
This was replaced by another hipped-roof section, set back from the facade. Abutting this wing at the rear is a residence, 
roughly square in plan. It has a high hipped roof which may indicate a c1900-10 date, but the residence could not be 
viewed in any detail.



There is also reportedly an early stables on the property, which may be altered, but was only viewed at a distance. There 
are interwar-era fruit trees on the Tait Road side of the former hotel, which also appear to date from its time as a 
residence. 


Comparative Analysis 

 
290 Albert Street, Sebastopol - Royal Mail Hotel



196 Albert Street, Sebastopol - Exchange Hotel (former)

Statement of Significance 

 
What is significant? 
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The former Ploughmans Arms Hotel at 848 Tait Street, Bonshaw, to the extent of the fabric dating 1880s - 1920s. The 
large timber building has multiple wings and a complex hip roof that dates from two periods. Surviving features from the 
original 1880s hotel include the traditional chamfered corner entrance to Tait Street. The return bullnose verandah with 
an intricate Art Nouveau cast-iron frieze dates to c1910s, the balustrade of which dates to c1920. A rear timber extension 
also dates to the 1920s. The site also features trees (interwar-era) and stables.



How is it significant? 



The former Ploughman's Arms Hotel is of historic and architectural significance to the City of Ballarat. 



Why is it significant? 



The former Ploughman's Arms Hotel is of historical significance as a rare surviving example of a small hotel erected to 
capitalise on the trade generated by the deep lead mines west of Sebastopol, as well as the busy stock route through to 
Western Victoria. Prior to 1900, there were as many as 70 hotels in operation. It is of further historical interest as an 
indication of the extent of the Sebastopol mining township in the late nineteenth century. The hotel serves as an important 
remnant of an earlier, more prosperous period in the history of the town. (Criterion A)



The former Ploughman's Arms Hotel is of architectural significance as a modest timber hotel dating from the 1880s, 
which was updated c1910 with a high-style verandah. (Criterion E)

Recommendations 2015 
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Internal Alteration Controls

Tree Controls

Fences & Outbuildings

Prohibited Uses May Be Permitted
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HERITAGE CITATION REPORT

Name Toll Gate

Address 316 Glenelg Hwy cnr Wilshire Lane DELACOMBE Significance Level Local

Place Type Toll Gate

Citation Date 2015
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Recommended 
Heritage Protection

VHR No HI No PS Yes

History and Historical Context 

 
Locality history



Sebastopol, now a part of the City of Ballarat, was first settled by Europeans in the 1830s. There are many versions of 
who the first squatters in Sebastopol were and where they squatted, but according to Jenkins and Jenkins in The Golden 
Chain (1980), several men were involved in the establishment of pastoral activities in the area, including graziers 
William Cross Yuille, his brother Archie Yuille, Henry Anderson and T Learmonth.



The gold rushes, from 1851 through 1861, brought a new and transformative influx of people into the area. At the 
beginning of the era in the early 1850s, Sebastopol was a collection of tent towns. In 1852, deep lead mining technology 
and methods were first introduced to the Ballarat and Sebastopol goldfields by the newly arrived Cornish, Welsh, Irish 
and Scottish miners (Context 2015:3; Croggon 2002:26, 98). Successful mines in West Ballarat and Sebastopol were the 
Prince of Wales, Albion and the Working Miners, while the Band of Hope and Albion Consols mines were the area's 
largest and wealthiest (Context 2015:4-6).



From the 1850s, the town grew rapidly, particularly around its main centres of Cobblers' Hill, Victoria Street and along 
Albert Street (the focus of the town), and the tent towns gradually merged into formally surveyed town allotments. Cobb 
and Co's coaches passed through the area daily, and McLennans house removers operated in the area. Their business was 
testament to the shifting nature of population on the goldfields, as diggers chased new gold leads around the region, 
taking their houses and other buildings with them. However, Ballarat and Sebastopol were remarkable for the longevity 
of their gold booms (Context 2015:7).



In 1855 the area, commonly referred to as Bonshaw after the squatting run, was renamed 'Sebastopol' after Sevastopol in 
the Ukraine, the site of an important battle during the Crimean War (1853-56). The name 'Sebastopol' was also inspired 
by the realistic reportage of the war. As miners resorted to gunpowder to blast through the basaltic rock of the plateau, 
miners said the noise was like cannon fire as described in the heavy trench and artillery warfare of the Crimean War 
(Context, 2015:4). Similarly, nearby Redan was named after Redan Fort, Crimea, the location of another battle during the 
Crimean War (Jenkins 1964:unpaginated). On 1 November 1864 The Borough of Sebastopol was formed (Context 
2015:10).



In order to mine on Crown land, a license system was implemented in 1851, at the beginning of the gold rush, but was 
soon considered prohibitive by the miners and caused unrest, which lead to the Eureka uprising on 3 December 1854. As 
a result, Gold Licenses were replaced with Miner's Rights as the necessary evidence for the occupation of a claim, as 
stated in the 1855 (third) Goldfields Act,. The fourth Goldfields Act of 1858 gave increased privileges to holders of 
Miner's Rights, including the right to make a residential claim. At this date, land for the purpose of a residence could not 
exceed 1/8 acre (20 perches) in extent (Wood, 1858). According to the Mining Statute of 1865, one quarter of an acre 
could be occupied for residential purposes. This allowed the construction of a house and gave the lessee the rights of an 
owner (PROV, 'Index to Residence Area Rights' description, VPRS 15678). This resulted in the establishment of gold-
mining towns such as Sebastopol (Miner's Right collection; Goldfields research centre, pers. comm., Nov 2011). The 
provision of residence areas, leased from the Crown at low rents, allowed two-thirds of miners to own their own homes, 
often small cottages 'with gardens big enough for hens and vegetables' (Dingle 1984:96). The residence areas, such as 
that found in Sebastopol, were established in response to the generally poor conditions and economic insecurity suffered 
by the majority of miners, as 'little of the gold they mined stuck to their fingers' (Dingle 1984:96). In Sebastopol, many 
houses were built while the land was held under Miner's Rights. An exception is the early commercial hub on Albert 
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Street, near Birdwood Avenue, where freehold land sales occurred in the 1860s. 



Under the 1884 Residence Areas Act, holders of Miner's Rights were now able to purchase land in gold-bearing areas, if 
they had resided on the land for two and a half years, made substantial improvements and if the land was not required for 
mining or public purposes (PROV, 'Register of purchases, residential areas' description, VPRS 14294). 



Gold mining in Sebastopol began to slow and ceased altogether after the outbreak of World War I. As a result, the 
community reduced in size, as miners sought employment elsewhere, with many of the houses removed and relocated. 
The population decrease was reflected in school enrolment numbers, particularly at Sebastopol State School No. 1167 
(Sebastopol State School c1973 pamphlet).



Post World War II the population again began to rise and the influence of postwar immigration on the area was 
significant. New industries appeared, along with many new houses (Sebastopol State School c1973 pamphlet; Context 
2015:10). Gradually, Miner's Rights were converted to freehold, with an increase evident in the 1960s in the Ballarat 
area. Certificates of Title for properties in Sebastopol indicate that Crown Grants were issued into the 1970s and 80s.



Thematic history



In 1851 Victoria became a separate colony, no longer, as previously, a part of New South Wales and became responsible 
for its own building and maintenance of roads. In 1853 the roads were in bad condition, hence, the Central Roads Board 
was established and were made responsible for improvements. The Board was also responsible for the calling of tenders, 
deciding the position of toll gates, appointment of toll keepers, levying of tolls and for prosecutions for the non payment 
of tolls. Toll gates were used to fund the maintenance and development of the road. Each toll gate however was required 
to be manned at all times, which meant that toll houses (usually very modest cottages at best) were established adjacent to 
each gate. 



Place history



Between 1851 and 1853, the old stock route was surveyed from Buninyong to Sago Hill as a three chain road (a width of 
approximately 60 metres). During the same period, Albert Street in Sebastopol was surveyed, also originally a stock route 
(Sebastopol History Timeline, '1800s', accessed 25/8/2011). 



By the late 1850s three toll gates were operating in Sebastopol, tolling the stock routes. One was located at the south 
boundary of Sebastopol on Albert Street (Southern Gate), one at the south-western boundary at the Round Water hole to 
the west of Water Holes Bridge (Cherry Tree Gate) and one on the Smythes Road boundary (Smythes Gate). In 1858 the 
tolls in Sebastopol were charged according to the livestock that was passing through, ranging from 1/4d for every sheep, 
lamb, pig or goat to 1/- for every coach passing through (Jenkins, 1964:unpaginated; Jenkins & Jenkins 1980:11-
12).



In 1859, tenders were called for the construction of the Smythesdale-Ballarat Road, with further works carried out during 
the 1860s. The road was a major transport route, linking Ballarat to the Western District and an escort route for gold 
extracted from the Smythesdale/Browns diggings.



In 1864 the Borough resolved to erect a tollgate at Smythes Creek 'near the Half-way House Hotel', supported by check 
bars on the intersecting Buninyong and Sago Hill roads. By 1877 the practice of collecting tolls was abolished by the 
State government and the redundant tollgates and tollhouses sold at pubic auction. 



It is suggested that the tollgate originally located at Smythes Creek was later moved to 316 Glenelg Highway, Delacombe 
(Gavin Jamison, pers. comm., 16 Nov 2011). This suggests that the tollgateat 316 Glenelg Highwaydates to c1864.
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The second leaf of the gate is said to survive in a shed at 316 Glenelg Highway (ibid.).



Sources
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Description 

 
Physical Description 

 
The former tollgate comprises one leaf of a wide double timber gate, which now serves at the entrance to a farm. It has a 
heavy timber frame, with a very large and tall post with partially curved top adjacent to the gate post. The centre of the 
gate is finished with a much smaller post with a rounded top. There are three horizontal timbers, between which are three 
sets of intermediate vertical timbers, creating two rows of four square panels. The panels are filled with lightweight 
timber Xs. The gate is braced by large H-shaped brackets, as well as an iron pole running diagonally from the top of the 
outer post to the bottom of the inner post with a tensioning bolt.



The gate has also undergone a range of informal repairs, including a piece of wood secured with zip ties to the middle 
horizontal rail, and a tensioning wire around the same point. The bottom rail is rotted near the centre, and the entire gate 
sags and has not been painted in many years. Fragments of Indian red paint are visible under the current white layer. The 
gate is in fair condition.



The gate is affixed to a much later post (made of a tree stump). The other half of the gate is modern metal. Neitherthe tree 
stump nor the metal gate are of heritage significance. 


Comparative Analysis 

 
No comparative examples are known within the municipality
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Statement of Significance 

 
What is Significant?



The former tollgate, now located at 316 Glenelg Highway, Delacombe which isbelieved to date to c1864. It comprises 
one leaf of a wide double timber gate that now serves as the entrance to a farm. The gate is rectangular and constructed of 
a wooden frame featuring eight panels with eight internal lightweight timbers arranged in a cross pattern.



The gate is affixed to a much later post (made of a tree stump). The other half of the gate in place is modern metal. 
Neither of these elements are of significance.



How is it significant? 



The former tollgate is of historic and aesthetic significance to the City of Ballarat. 



Why is it significant?



The former tollgate is of historical significance as a rare surviving example of a tollgate, erected by the Borough of 
Smythesdale in c1864, to toll traffic along the Smythesdale - Ballarat Road. It is of further significance for its association 
with the 19th century practice of collecting tolls to fund that maintenance and improvement of roads in colonial Victoria. 
(Criterion A)
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Recommended 
Heritage Protection

VHR No HI No PS Yes

History and Historical Context 

 
Locality history



Sebastopol, now a part of the City of Ballarat, was first settled by Europeans in the 1830s. There are many versions of 
who the first squatters in Sebastopol were and where they squatted, but according to Jenkins and Jenkins in The Golden 
Chain (1980), several men were involved in the establishment of pastoral activities in the area, including graziers 
William Cross Yuille, his brother Archie Yuille, Henry Anderson and T Learmonth.



The gold rushes, from 1851 through 1861, brought a new and transformative influx of people into the area. At the 
beginning of the era in the early 1850s, Sebastopol was a collection of tent towns. In 1852, deep lead mining technology 
and methods were first introduced to the Ballarat and Sebastopol goldfields by the newly arrived Cornish, Welsh, Irish 
and Scottish miners (Context 2015:3; Croggon 2002:26, 98). Successful mines in West Ballarat and Sebastopol were the 
Prince of Wales, Albion and the Working Miners, while the Band of Hope and Albion Consols mines were the area's 
largest and wealthiest (Context 2015:4-6).



From the 1850s, the town grew rapidly, particularly around its main centres of Cobblers' Hill, Victoria Street and along 
Albert Street (the focus of the town), and the tent towns gradually merged into formally surveyed town allotments. Cobb 
and Co's coaches passed through the area daily, and McLennans house removers operated in the area. Their business was 
testament to the shifting nature of population on the goldfields, as diggers chased new gold leads around the region, 
taking their houses and other buildings with them. However, Ballarat and Sebastopol were remarkable for the longevity 
of their gold booms (Context 2015:7).



In 1855 the area, commonly referred to as Bonshaw after the squatting run, was renamed 'Sebastopol' after Sevastopol in 
the Ukraine, the site of an important battle during the Crimean War (1853-56). The name 'Sebastopol' was also inspired 
by the realistic reportage of the war. As miners resorted to gunpowder to blast through the basaltic rock of the plateau, 
miners said the noise was like cannon fire as described in the heavy trench and artillery warfare of the Crimean War 
(Context, 2015:4). Similarly, nearby Redan was named after Redan Fort, Crimea, the location of another battle during the 
Crimean War (Jenkins 1964:unpaginated). On 1 November 1864 The Borough of Sebastopol was formed (Context 
2015:10).



In order to mine on Crown land, a license system was implemented in 1851, at the beginning of the gold rush, but was 
soon considered prohibitive by the miners and caused unrest, which lead to the Eureka uprising on 3 December 1854. As 
a result, Gold Licenses were replaced with Miner's Rights as the necessary evidence for the occupation of a claim, as 
stated in the 1855 (third) Goldfields Act,. The fourth Goldfields Act of 1858 gave increased privileges to holders of 
Miner's Rights, including the right to make a residential claim. At this date, land for the purpose of a residence could not 
exceed 1/8 acre (20 perches) in extent (Wood, 1858). According to the Mining Statute of 1865, one quarter of an acre 
could be occupied for residential purposes. This allowed the construction of a house and gave the lessee the rights of an 
owner (PROV, 'Index to Residence Area Rights' description, VPRS 15678). This resulted in the establishment of gold-
mining towns such as Sebastopol (Miner's Right collection; Goldfields research centre, pers. comm., Nov 2011). The 
provision of residence areas, leased from the Crown at low rents, allowed two-thirds of miners to own their own homes, 
often small cottages 'with gardens big enough for hens and vegetables' (Dingle 1984:96). The residence areas, such as 
that found in Sebastopol, were established in response to the generally poor conditions and economic insecurity suffered 
by the majority of miners, as 'little of the gold they mined stuck to their fingers' (Dingle 1984:96). In Sebastopol, many 
houses were built while the land was held under Miner's Rights. An exception is the early commercial hub on Albert 
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Street, near Birdwood Avenue, where freehold land sales occurred in the 1860s. 



Under the 1884 Residence Areas Act, holders of Miner's Rights were now able to purchase land in gold-bearing areas, if 
they had resided on the land for two and a half years, made substantial improvements and if the land was not required for 
mining or public purposes (PROV, 'Register of purchases, residential areas' description, VPRS 14294). 



Gold mining in Sebastopol began to slow and ceased altogether after the outbreak of World War I. As a result, the 
community reduced in size, as miners sought employment elsewhere, with many of the houses removed and relocated. 
The population decrease was reflected in school enrolment numbers, particularly at Sebastopol State School No. 1167 
(Sebastopol State School c1973 pamphlet).



Post World War II the population again began to rise and the influence of postwar immigration on the area was 
significant. New industries appeared, along with many new houses (Sebastopol State School c1973 pamphlet; Context 
2015:10). Gradually, Miner's Rights were converted to freehold, with an increase evident in the 1960s in the Ballarat 
area. Certificates of Title for properties in Sebastopol indicate that Crown Grants were issued into the 1970s and 80s.



Thematic history



The following is taken from Sebastopol Heritage Study Stage 2: Volume 1 (Context, 2015:8):



During 1852-54, while Sebastopol was dominated by the hastily erected tent towns, the first church services were held in 
a slab hut at nearby Magpie Gully. Church services also took place in premises such as hotels, halls and stores. The first 
Wesleyan church for example operated out of a converted store in 1856 (Borough of Sebastopol 1964) until 1864 when 
the Wesleyan Church opened in Cheshunt Street. The mid 1860s was an important marker in the construction of 
permanent and more costly buildings in Sebastopol. Construction of the Holy Trinity Church began in 1867 and it opened 
the following year.



Many Welsh people were among the gold diggers lured to the area, congregating at the Frenchmans, Whitehorse and 
Cobblers Leads. The Welsh people worshipped together in a multidenominational congregation until 1861 when each 
denomination decided to build its own church (Borough of Sebastopol 1964). The Welsh Presbyterian Church and the 
Zion Congregational Church were established in 1861. In 1866-7 the Carmel Welsh Presbyterian church was built and in 
the same year the first Rubicon Street Methodist Church also opened. A Primitive Methodist Church opened in 1868. 
Methodism and Presbyterianism were particularly strong a presence on the goldfields because of the large numbers of 
Welsh (Methodist) and Scottish (Presbyterian) miners in the population. Methodism was also notable for its interest in 
converting and educating the working class who predominated among the diggers. The area's concentration of the Welsh 
population was demonstrated by its Welsh choir (Borough of Sebastopol 1901).



Place history



The Sebastopol Uniting church, or the Ballarat South Uniting Mission Centre, at 104-6 Albert Street, Sebastopol was 
originally built as a Methodist Church. 



A Trustees' meeting was held on 18 August 1939, to discuss the building of a new church which would be centrally 
located between the Sebastopol Methodist Church (built 1856, since demolished; was located at the corner of Birdwood 
Avenue and Spencer Street) and the Rubicon Street Methodist Church, which was closing (Jenkins, 1964:unpagintated). 
The Trust accepted the donation of a block of land on Albert Street from Mr E Collins, measuring approximately 16m by 
91m, and a further parcel of land, measuring 3m by 36m, was purchased to the south. L H Vernon architects of Ballarat 
(who also designed the RSL Memorial Hall at 10 Birdwood Avenue, Sebastopol) designed the church and builder J Owen 
(who also built the manse of the Carmel Welsh Presbyterian Church at 263-265 Albert Street, Sebastopol) won the 
tender, quoting £2,022. Mr Owen was also a Councillor of Sebastopol and was Mayor of Sebastopol several times (SHS 
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notes, 2011).



The foundation stones for the church were laid on 20 January 1940; one taken from the old Sebastopol Methodist Church 
and the other from the Rubicon Street Methodist Church. These two stones were placed in the facade of the present 
church (SHS notes, 2011).



In 2011 a third stone is evident on the south wall of the church, which is inscribed that it was laid by the Reverend W H 
Fitchett B A, on 3 September 1895. A second stone beneath this states that it was re-laid in 1990. The 1895 stone was 
probably salvaged from a church demolished prior to 1990. 



The stained glass window in the east elevation was made by Robson, a Ballarat glazier, and two windows were taken 
from the Rubicon Street Methodist Church to form the Memorial Window. The church and Sunday school were officially 
opened on 21 April 1940 (SHS notes, 2011). 



In May1947, land to the rear of the church was sought, to allow for a tennis court. It is assumed that this land was 
purchased, as the tennis court was opened in 1954 at 59 Beverin Street (SHS notes, 2011).



A new parsonage was opened opposite the church on 26 July 1958, which was built by Gary Owen. It was a cream brick 
building that cost a total of £8,000, and had the Reverend and Mrs Lutge as its first occupants (SHS notes, 2011). In 2011 
this house remains in its original condition at 111 Albert Street, Sebastopol. 



In 1959 trees were removed from in front of the church, and concrete laid. In 1960 the kindergarten room (approx 9m x 
8m) was added to the Sunday school (SHS notes, 2011).



In 1967 the Enfield Church building was donated to the Albert Street Trust and relocated behind the Albert Street church 
in July (SHS notes, 2011). However, in 2011, the building is no longer there. 



The Uniting Church in Australia was inaugurated in June 1977, at which time the Sebastopol Methodist Church joined 
with the Zion Congregational Church on Walker Street, Sebastopol and became Sebastopol Uniting Church (SHS notes, 
2011). 



The block to the south of the church was purchased in 1982, the occupying house demolished and the area cleared and 
later sealed for parking. In 1984 the interior of the church was renovated and plans were drawn up for further additions 
and alterations to the Sunday school, which were carried out in 1989, adding a kitchen and toilet built by Jeff Menhennett 
& Sons (SHS notes, 2011).



Sources
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Historical Society.

Sebastopol State School (c1973), 'Sebastopol State School No.1167 Centenary, 1873-1973', pamphlet [unpaginated].

Wood, John Dennistoun, 'The Gold Fields Act: A practical explanation with an abstract of the Act and appendices', 
pamphlet held by the State Library of Victoria, http://www.slv.vic.gov.au/vicpamphlets/0/3/9/pdf/vp0393.pdf, accessed 
Nov 2011.

Description 

 
Physical Description 

 
The former Sebastapol Methodist Church, now Ballarat South Uniting Church, is a red brick Gothic Revival church of 
1940. It has a small setback from the street, delineated by a low brick wall along the boundary. The fence is of red brick 
with clinker brick accents, curving to meet two identical sets of geometric-patterned steel gates. Behind the church and 
adjoining Sunday school hall of 1940 are attached a Kindergarten hall of 1960 and a kitchen and toilet block of 1989; all 
of red brick with terracotta tiled roofs (apart from the kitchen and toilets), and constructed as a continuous structure.



The church is gable-fronted with a flush verge, as was seen on Olde English houses of the time. There is a large stained 
glass lancet window at the centre of the facade, above a band of crosses executed in raised brick. On the right-hand side, 
the aisle is expressed by setting its face back slightly from that of the nave, though the roofline is in fact continuous. On 
the left-hand side is a short, square tower with a pyramidal tile roof. The pointed-arch entrance doors are at the base of 
the tower. The doors are ledged and framed with decorative iron hinges. The sides of the church are articulated by simple 
brick buttresses and pointed-arch leadlight windows with steel frames. The cornice is made of corbelled bricks, lending a 
Lombardic Romanesque touch. At the rear of the church, on the north side is a small vestry. There are two memorial 
stones below the raised crosses that were taken from two earlier churches replaced by this one (see history), and engraved 
with the information that they were re-laid on 20 January 1940 by the two pastors. There is a third stone, the original 
foundation stone of an unnamed 1895 church, which was re-laid on the south side wall of the church in 1990 (presumably 
when the 1895 church was demolished).



A new fence has recently been erected (2015) behind the original brick fence.



Sunday school 



The Sunday school hall has a transverse gable roof with flush verges and buttresses to the gable ends. The main entrance 
to the hall faces Albert Street, and is set just behind the vestry. These doors are of a similar design to those in the church 
tower.



The Kindergarten of 1960, which is in keeping with the Sunday school hall, extends to the west behind it. It is also built 
of red brick with a terracotta tile roof, but has a very simple timber bargeboard instead of the flush verge. At the rear is a 
standard, rectangular steel window. 



Beside it is a less sympathetic kitchen and toilet block of 1989. It extends out from the complex at the side and rear, 
making it more prominent. It also has the only skillion roof seen on the building, falling from front to rear. Windows are 
high-set bands of anodised aluminium sliding sashes. 


Comparative Analysis 

 
10 Birdwood Avenue, Sebastopol - RSL Hall
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Statement of Significance 

 
What is significant? 



Ballarat South Uniting Church Complex at 104-6 Albert Street, Sebastopol, designed by architect L H Vernon, and the 
Sunday School, the 1960s Kindergarten addition to the school and the low brick wall and gates on the Albert Street 
boundary. The following elements are not significant: the 1989 additions comprising kitchen and toilet block. The 
modern powder coated fence is not significant. 



How is it significant? 



Ballarat South Uniting Church Complex is of historical and architectural significance to the City of Ballarat. 



Why is it significant? 



Ballarat South Uniting Church Complex is historically significant for its representation ofthe confluence of several 
Christian congregations from the local area - of the Sebastopol Methodist Church and Rubicon Street Methodist Church, 
and later the joining of this combined congregation with the Zion Congregational Church to form the Uniting Church. 
The structure also includes a stone memorialising another church dating to the end of the 19th century, although the name 
and location of this church is not known. (Criterion A) and G



Ballarat South Uniting Church Complex is architecturally significant as a representative example of the survival of the 
Gothic Revival style into the late interwar period. In addition to ecclesiastical features such as lancet windows and a bell 
tower, it adopts the elements from a contemporary residential style - Old English Revival. (Criterion D)
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Sebastopol, now a part of the City of Ballarat, was first settled by Europeans in the 1830s. There are many versions of 
who the first squatters in Sebastopol were and where they squatted, but according to Jenkins and Jenkins in The Golden 
Chain (1980), several men were involved in the establishment of pastoral activities in the area, including graziers 
William Cross Yuille, his brother Archie Yuille, Henry Anderson and T Learmonth.



The gold rushes, from 1851 through 1861, brought a new and transformative influx of people into the area. At the 
beginning of the era in the early 1850s, Sebastopol was a collection of tent towns. In 1852, deep lead mining technology 
and methods were first introduced to the Ballarat and Sebastopol goldfields by the newly arrived Cornish, Welsh, Irish 
and Scottish miners (Context 2015:3; Croggon 2002:26, 98). Successful mines in West Ballarat and Sebastopol were the 
Prince of Wales, Albion and the Working Miners, while the Band of Hope and Albion Consols mines were the area's 
largest and wealthiest (Context 2015:4-6).



From the 1850s, the town grew rapidly, particularly around its main centres of Cobblers' Hill, Victoria Street and along 
Albert Street (the focus of the town), and the tent towns gradually merged into formally surveyed town allotments. Cobb 
and Co's coaches passed through the area daily, and McLennans house removers operated in the area. Their business was 
testament to the shifting nature of population on the goldfields, as diggers chased new gold leads around the region, 
taking their houses and other buildings with them. However, Ballarat and Sebastopol were remarkable for the longevity 
of their gold booms (Context 2015:7).



In 1855 the area, commonly referred to as Bonshaw after the squatting run, was renamed 'Sebastopol' after Sevastopol in 
the Ukraine, the site of an important battle during the Crimean War (1853-56). The name 'Sebastopol' was also inspired 
by the realistic reportage of the war. As miners resorted to gunpowder to blast through the basaltic rock of the plateau, 
miners said the noise was like cannon fire as described in the heavy trench and artillery warfare of the Crimean War 
(Context 2015:4). Similarly, nearby Redan was named after Redan Fort, Crimea, the location of another battle during the 
Crimean War (Jenkins 1964:unpaginated). On 1 November 1864 The Borough of Sebastopol was formed (Context 
2015:10).



In order to mine on Crown land, a license system was implemented in 1851, at the beginning of the gold rush, but was 
soon considered prohibitive by the miners and caused unrest, which lead to the Eureka uprising on 3 December 1854. As 
a result, Gold Licenses were replaced with Miner's Rights as the necessary evidence for the occupation of a claim, as 
stated in the 1855 (third) Goldfields Act,. The fourth Goldfields Act of 1858 gave increased privileges to holders of 
Miner's Rights, including the right to make a residential claim. At this date, land for the purpose of a residence could not 
exceed 1/8 acre (20 perches) in extent (Wood, 1858). According to the Mining Statute of 1865, one quarter of an acre 
could be occupied for residential purposes. This allowed the construction of a house and gave the lessee the rights of an 
owner (PROV, 'Index to Residence Area Rights' description, VPRS 15678). This resulted in the establishment of gold-
mining towns such as Sebastopol (Miner's Right collection; Goldfields research centre, pers. comm., Nov 2011). The 
provision of residence areas, leased from the Crown at low rents, allowed two-thirds of miners to own their own homes, 
often small cottages 'with gardens big enough for hens and vegetables' (Dingle 1984:96). The residence areas, such as 
that found in Sebastopol, were established in response to the generally poor conditions and economic insecurity suffered 
by the majority of miners, as 'little of the gold they mined stuck to their fingers' (Dingle 1984:96). In Sebastopol, many 
houses were built while the land was held under Miner's Rights. An exception is the early commercial hub on Albert 
Street, near Birdwood Avenue, where freehold land sales occurred in the 1860s. 



Under the 1884 Residence Areas Act, holders of Miner's Rights were now able to purchase land in gold-bearing areas, if 
they had resided on the land for two and a half years, made substantial improvements and if the land was not required for 
mining or public purposes (PROV, 'Register of purchases, residential areas' description, VPRS 14294). 



Gold mining in Sebastopol began to slow and ceased altogether after the outbreak of World War I. As a result, the 
community reduced in size, as miners sought employment elsewhere, with many of the houses removed and relocated. 
The population decrease was reflected in school enrolment numbers, particularly at Sebastopol State School No. 1167 
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(Sebastopol State School c1973 pamphlet).



Post World War II the population again began to rise and the influence of postwar immigration on the area was 
significant. New industries appeared, along with many new houses (Sebastopol State School c1973 pamphlet; Context 
2015:10). Gradually, Miner's Rights were converted to freehold, with an increase evident in the 1960s in the Ballarat 
area. Certificates of Title for properties in Sebastopol indicate that Crown Grants were issued into the 1970s and 80s.



Place history



The house at 122 Albert Street dates to the period in which the area served the South Star Mine, which operated between 
1886 and 1908 (Jenkins, 1964:unpaginated). David Hughes was the manager of the South Star Mine in 1901, during the 
visit of the Duke and Duchess of York to Sebastopol. At this date, Hughes lived on the other side of the street from the 
mine at 122 Albert Street, in what is known as the mine manager's house (Jenkins, 1964:unpaginated). Other managers of 
the South Star Mine were John James, George Fitchers and W Emery (Jenkins, 1964:unpaginated). Hughes is the only 
confirmed manager to have lived at 122 Albert Street. 



Stylistic analysis of the house suggests that the rear portion of the house dates to c1880s, while the front, highly 
decorative, portion dates to c1890s. A specific date of the building has not been able to be established at this date due to 
missing rate book evidence and public records for Sebastopol during the period. 



The probate of David Hughes lists his assets as land on Albert Street (frontage of 46 feet and depth of 300 feet) which 
was held under a Residence lease (certificate no. 21796) from 5 June 1894. Shortly after, the highly decorative front 
portion of the house was built. In 1906, David Hughes, gentleman, is rated for a nine-roomed wooden house and a shop 
on Albert Street (RB), which is almost certain to be the residence and land at 122 Albert Street. 



On 13 May 1901, the Duke and Duchess of York visited the South Star Mine on their Commonwealth tour. The Duke 
(later King George V) inspected the underground mine in miner's clothing and is known to have changed his clothes at 
the home of the mine manager, David Hughes (Jenkins, 1964:unpaginated; SHS, 2011).



David Hughes, gentleman, died in November 1919, and probate was granted the following year, listing his assets as the 
house on Albert Street which at that date, consisted of a 6 roomed weatherboard dwelling with a bathroom and detached 
pantry. Also on the land was a woodshed, buggy-shed and stable, surrounded by a picket fence. Probate was granted to 
Thomas Hughes, grocer and Richard Maddern, State Agent. The probate file of David Hughes states that the house was 
built on land under a Residence lease. This lease was given to those who first obtained Miner's Rights (David Hughes 
probate file).



The Argus reported upon Hughes' death on 18 November 1919, who was late of his residence 'Clontarn' on Albert 
Street, Sebastopol.



The Crown Grant for the land (allotment 6, section 66), currently 122 Albert Street, was issued in May 1949 to Martha L 
Smith of 122 Albert Street (Title 7308/447; Township of Sebastopol plan). 



In 2011, two mine manager's homes are known to remain intact within the Sebastopol township. The first is the house at 
122 Albert Street, the home of David Hughes, the manager of the South Star No.1 mine. The second is the house at 362 
Albert Street, the home of the manager of the Bonshaw and Prince of Wales mine. A third residence, at 25 Orion Street 
(now much altered) is believed to be the residence of Captain Hicks, manager of the Star of the East Mine No. 1 (Jenkins, 
1964; unpaginated).

 



David Hughes
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David Hughes was born in Glamorgan, Wales in 1834 before mining in California and migrating to the Ballarat 
minefields in 1857. Hughes settled in Sebastopol in 1862, joined the Borough Council in 1869 and was made a Justice of 
the Peace in 1870. He established Hughes and Son grocers, before retiring from the business in 1890 and presumably 
taking up employment at the South Star Mine. He was a prominent Sebastopol community member (The Ballarat 
Courier, 21 Sep 1918:8). Hughes also ran the Welsh Baptist Sunday School in Sebastopol for 47 years (Euroa Advertiser, 
13 Dec 1918:3).



In 1888, Hughes is listed in the titles of 206, 206a, 206b and 206c as a baker and greengrocer. This property was passed 
to his son Thomas, also a grocer, in the 1930s (Titles 2464/742; 1999/800).



In May 1901, David Hughes was the 'House Manager' at the South Star Mine who received the Duke and Duchess of 
York at the mine office at 113 Albert Street before taking the guests to his house at 122 Albert Street (Jenkins 1980:69; 
Jenkins, 1964:unpaginated).



David Hughes is said to have been the Mayor of the Borough of Sebastopol five times between 1877 and 1919 (serving 
one year at a time). His son Thomas Hughes was the mayor in 1924-5 (Jenkins and Jenkins 1980:135-6). In July 1919, 
the Horsham Times (25 July 1919:5) reported that Cr Hughes, a member of council for 47 years, was seriously ill and had 
in fact served as Mayor seven times. In the 1920 probate file of David Hughes, notes that he is a gentleman, and that 
probate was granted to Thomas Hughes. 



Sources

Blake, Leslie (1973), Vision and Realistion, A centenary history of state education in Victoria, Melbourne.
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David Hughes' probate file, VPRS 28/P3/Unit 1019, held by the Public Records Office of Victoria. 
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Nov 2011.

Neil Wright of the Sebastopol Historical Society, personal communication, November 2011. 

Public Records Office, Victoria (PROV), 'Register of purchases, residential areas' description, VPRS 14294. 

Public Records Office, Victoria (PROV), 'Index to Residence Area Rights' description, VPRS 15678. 

Rate books (RB), Borough of Sebastopol, VPRS 6919/P1/Unit 1 1906-38: 1906, entry 73. 

Sebastopol Historical Society (SHS), photos, viewed 2011.

Sebastopol State School (c1973), 'Sebastopol State School No.1167 Centenary, 1873-1973', pamphlet [unpaginated].
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Township of Sebastopol Plan, VPRS 16171/P1/Unit 5707 part 3, held at Public Records Office of Victoria.

Wood, John Dennistoun, 'The Gold Fields Act: A practical explanation with an abstract of the Act and appendices', 
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Physical Description 

 
The house at 122 Albert Street was built in two distinct stages, with the current facade being the later section. The change 
in scale and level of detail between these two sections indicates an increase in the wealth of the owner over this time. 



It appears that the original house had an M-hip roof, clad in corrugated iron, with weatherboard walls. Windows were 
both one-over-one double-hung sashes, with a six-over-six window at the rear of the south side elevation. The most 
distinguishing features that survive from the original house are two tall, finely detailed chimneys. They have stop-
chamfered shafts and are bracketed by a band of cream bricks at the base and to the cornice. At the very rear of the house 
are two successive lean-to additions.



The later, front section is L-shaped in plan, comprising a hipped roof and projecting gabled bay. The eaves of this section 
are higher, and the roof has a steeper pitch, making it about a metre taller than the earlier section. The roof is also clad in 
corrugated iron, with the bases of metal finials remaining at the peaks of the hips. This section has a single chimney 
which copies the details of the earlier two chimneys, but is executed solely in red brick, without the cream bands, as 
bichrome brickwork had gone out of fashion by the time it was built.



The facade is clad in mock-ashlar boards, with weatherboards to the side elevations. The facade and sides have a cornice 
of paired brackets with turned drops on either side of a patera, and cricket bat moulds between the pairs. The gable-
fronted bay has an open-bed pediment, so the cornice breaks where the entablature is open. The bargeboard to the gable 
has delicate pierced semicircles at its base, and a turned finial at the apex. The window to this section is a double-hung 
sash with wide sidelights, resting on curved brackets and set beneath a decorative entablature with dentils and scrollwork. 




The recessed part of the facade has a bullnose verandah, supported on cast-iron fluted Corinthian columns (which are also 
evident at 362 Albert Street). The section of the verandah over the entry is unusual in form: it projects out further and is 
taller with a flat roof. This detail appears to be original, as the dentils continue around both sides of this part of the roof, 
the two columns supporting its outer edge are identical to those beneath the bullnose roof, and the basalt floor edging and 
slab flooring also extend outward at this point. 



The pair of windows beneath the verandah have the same detailing as those on the projecting bay. The doorway is 
slightly recessed, and is bracketed by four slender colonettes. They support a heavy entablature above which is a 
highlight. The door is six-panelled. On either side is a highlight above a panel of diagonal lining boards.



The house is highly intact. The only alterations observed are the removal of the cast-iron verandah frieze and brackets 
and one Corinthian verandah column which stood against the wall, and the successive rear lean-to additions. 


Comparative Analysis 

 
362 Albert Street, Sebastopol - Bonsahw & Prince of Wales Mine, Managers Residence (intact, good condition)



25 Orion Street, Sebastopol - Star of the East Mine No. 1 Manager's Residence (Captain Hicks) (much altered, fair 
condition)



4 Hertford Street, Sebastopol - Residence

Statement of Significance 
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What is significant? 



The former South Star Mine Manager's residence, located at 122 Albert Street Sebastopol, built in two distinct stages in 
the nineteenth century. 



The first stage of the single storey house, dating to c1880s, has an M-hip rood and weatherboard cladding. The most 
distinguishing features that survive from the original house are two tall, finely detailed chimneys. They have stop-
chamfered shafts and are bracketed by a band of cream bricks at the base and to the cornice.



The later, front section, dating to c1890s, is L-shaped in plan, comprising a hipped roof and projecting gabled bay. The 
facade is clad in ashlar-look boards, with weatherboards to the sides. The bargeboard to the gable has delicate pierced 
semicircles at its base, and a turned finial at the apex. The window to this section is a double-hung sash with wide 
sidelights, resting on curved brackets and set beneath a decorative entablature with dentils and scrollwork. The recessed 
part of the facade has a bullnose verandah, supported on cast-iron fluted Corinthian columns.



How is it significant? 



The former South Star Mine Manager's residence is of historic and architectural significance to the City of Ballarat. 



Why is it significant?



The former South Star Mine Manager's residence is of historic significance as a rare surviving example of a mine 
manager's residence in Sebastopol. The only other intact example known to survive is at 362 Albert Street. The building 
is situated opposite the former South Star No. 1 Gold Mine site and its surviving timber office at 113 Albert Street, 
providing an important historical context. (Criterion A)



The former South Star Mine Manager's residence is of architectural significance as an unusually intact example of a 
Victorian dwelling constructed in two stages illustrating the rising fortunes of the South Star Mine and its employees. 
While houses are most often extended to the rear, here a much grander facade was created in the 1890s, eclipsing the 
simple 1880s section a the rear. Of particular architectural interest are the finely detailed bichrome brick chimneys on the 
earlier section and the similar red brick chimney on the later section. The extensive decorative detailing of the later 
(front) section of the building appears to be entirely intact, including the decorative timber detailing on the bargeboards, 
the timber finial, Corinthian cast-iron verandah columns, the somewhat unusually arrangements of the verandah, and the 
timber surrounds all the windows. (Criterion E)
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Sebastopol, now a part of the City of Ballarat, was first settled by Europeans in the 1830s. There are many versions of 
who the first squatters in Sebastopol were and where they squatted, but according to Jenkins and Jenkins in The Golden 
Chain (1980), several men were involved in the establishment of pastoral activities in the area, including graziers 
William Cross Yuille, his brother Archie Yuille, Henry Anderson and T Learmonth.



The gold rushes, from 1851 through 1861, brought a new and transformative influx of people into the area. At the 
beginning of the era in the early 1850s, Sebastopol was a collection of tent towns. In 1852, deep lead mining technology 
and methods were first introduced to the Ballarat and Sebastopol goldfields by the newly arrived Cornish, Welsh, Irish 
and Scottish miners (Context 2015:3; Croggon 2002:26, 98). Successful mines in West Ballarat and Sebastopol were the 
Prince of Wales, Albion and the Working Miners, while the Band of Hope and Albion Consols mines were the area's 
largest and wealthiest (Context 2015:4-6).



From the 1850s, the town grew rapidly, particularly around its main centres of Cobblers' Hill, Victoria Street and along 
Albert Street (the focus of the town), and the tent towns gradually merged into formally surveyed town allotments. Cobb 
and Co's coaches passed through the area daily, and McLennans house removers operated in the area. Their business was 
testament to the shifting nature of population on the goldfields, as diggers chased new gold leads around the region, 
taking their houses and other buildings with them. However, Ballarat and Sebastopol were remarkable for the longevity 
of their gold booms (Context 2015:7).



In 1855 the area, commonly referred to as Bonshaw after the squatting run, was renamed 'Sebastopol' after Sevastopol in 
the Ukraine, the site of an important battle during the Crimean War (1853-56). The name 'Sebastopol' was also inspired 
by the realistic reportage of the war. As miners resorted to gunpowder to blast through the basaltic rock of the plateau, 
miners said the noise was like cannon fire as described in the heavy trench and artillery warfare of the Crimean War 
(Context 2015:4). Similarly, nearby Redan was named after Redan Fort, Crimea, the location of another battle during the 
Crimean War (Jenkins 1964:unpaginated). On 1 November 1864 the Borough of Sebastopol was formed (Context 
2015:10).



In order to mine on Crown land, a license system was implemented in 1851, at the beginning of the gold rush, but was 
soon considered prohibitive by the miners and caused unrest, which lead to the Eureka uprising on 3 December 1854. As 
a result, Gold Licenses were replaced with Miner's Rights as the necessary evidence for the occupation of a claim, as 
stated in the 1855 (third) Goldfields Act,. The fourth Goldfields Act of 1858 gave increased privileges to holders of 
Miner's Rights, including the right to make a residential claim. At this date, land for the purpose of a residence could not 
exceed 1/8 acre (20 perches) in extent (Wood, 1858). According to the Mining Statute of 1865, one quarter of an acre 
could be occupied for residential purposes. This allowed the construction of a house and gave the lessee the rights of an 
owner (PROV, 'Index to Residence Area Rights' description, VPRS 15678). This resulted in the establishment of gold-
mining towns such as Sebastopol (Miner's Right collection; Goldfields research centre, pers. comm., Nov 2011). The 
provision of residence areas, leased from the Crown at low rents, allowed two-thirds of miners to own their own homes, 
often small cottages 'with gardens big enough for hens and vegetables' (Dingle 1984:96). The residence areas, such as 
that found in Sebastopol, were established in response to the generally poor conditions and economic insecurity suffered 
by the majority of miners, as 'little of the gold they mined stuck to their fingers' (Dingle 1984:96). In Sebastopol, many 
houses were built while the land was held under Miner's Rights. An exception is the early commercial hub on Albert 
Street, near Birdwood Avenue, where freehold land sales occurred in the 1860s. 



Under the 1884 Residence Areas Act, holders of Miner's Rights were now able to purchase land in gold-bearing areas, if 
they had resided on the land for two and a half years, made substantial improvements and if the land was not required for 
mining or public purposes (PROV, 'Register of purchases, residential areas' description, VPRS 14294). 



Gold mining in Sebastopol began to slow and ceased altogether after the outbreak of World War I. As a result, the 
community reduced in size, as miners sought employment elsewhere, with many of the houses removed and relocated. 
The population decrease was reflected in school enrolment numbers, particularly at Sebastopol State School No. 1167 
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(Sebastopol State School c1973 pamphlet).



Post World War II the population again began to rise and the influence of postwar immigration on the area was 
significant. New industries appeared, along with many new houses (Sebastopol State School c1973 pamphlet; Context 
2015:10). Gradually, Miner's Rights were converted to freehold, with an increase evident in the 1960s in the Ballarat 
area. Certificates of Title for properties in Sebastopol indicate that Crown Grants were issued into the 1970s and 80s.



Place history



The Crown Grant for the land was issued to JA Sheen in June 1863 (Township of Sebastopol plan). The Masonic Lodge 
first held their meetings at the Mechanics Institute (1864) (Jenkins & Jenkins, 1980:130). 



The Guiding Star Lodge (Lodge number 63) at 173-5 Albert Street, Sebastopol, was built in 1868-69 and the first 
meeting held there was on 12 January 1869 (Jenkins & Jenkins, 1980:109; Ballarat Courier, 2 Jul 1919:4). The lodge 
was formed from an amalgamation of Hope Lodge, Orion Lodge and Sebastopol Lodge (SHS, 2011). 



Jenkins suggests that meetings were held at 173 Albert Street until 1907, after which they relocated to Ballaarat (Jenkins, 
1864:unpaginated), however local newspapers continue to report on Lodge meetings and refer to members of the 
Sebastopol Masonic Lodge up until at least 1941 (Ballarat Courier, 23 Jun 1941:2).



Stylistic details of the rear portion of the building indicate that this section was added between c1900 and 1920. 



A photo (post-1930s) shows the building prior to the erection of the addition on the south side. At that time the two 
niches on the facade were actual windows (casements with a transom). Along the front boundary was a rendered brick 
fence with interwar-era steel gates, sympathetic to the building in design (Jenkins, 1964:unpaginated). This no longer 
remains. 



Stylistic analysis of the small addition to the south elevation indicate that they are post-war additions, possibly 1960s. 



Sources
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Nov 2011. 

The Ballarat Courier. 
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Description 

 
Physical Description 

 
The former Guiding Star Masonic Lodge at 173-175 Albert Street, Sebastopol, is gable-fronted brick building with a 
rendered facade. There is a lower entrance porch on the north side of the building, set back from the front, and a post-war 
brick extension on the south side in a similar position. The door inside entrance porch has Art Deco influenced hardware, 
indicating an interwar date.



The main facade has a triangular pediment to the gable, with a Masonic symbol at the middle. Below it, the corners are 
expressed as Tuscan order pilasters beneath a plain frieze. Between the pilasters, the facade is divided into three bays. At 
either end are blind windows (originally open) below broad lintels and a small keystone. The wider centre bay has a 
wider expressed lintel with a keystone at its centre, but with blank wall below it.



The side walls are unrendered red brick, and the roof is clad with recent corrugated metal. The rear half of the building is 
slightly wider and has a slightly higher roof and round sheet-metal ventilators on the roof, indicating an early 20th-
century date to this section. It has a very tall, corbelled brick chimney which could have been built in the first decade or 
so of the 20th century. The rear corners are buttresses, which provides for a contrast with the classical expression of the 
1868 front half. 


Comparative Analysis 

 
113 Albert Street, Sebastopol - MUIOOF Lodge (former Southern Star Gold Mine No. 1 Offices)



604 Warrenheip Street, Buningyong - Masonic Hall

Statement of Significance 

 
What is significant?

The former Masonic Lodge at 173-175 Albert Street, Sebastopol, to the extent of its 19th and early 20th century fabric. 



How is it significant?

The former Masonic Lodge is of historical and architectural significance to the City of Ballarat.



Why is it significant?



The former Masonic Lodge is of historical significance as a long-term demonstration of the values and status of 
Freemasonry in the local community. Historically, the Guiding Star Masonic Lodge was one of the earliest institutions of 
mutual support in Sebastopol, purpose-built in 1868-69. It has associations with freemasonry, which played a long and 
important role in the cultural life of Victorian towns. This impressive building illustrated the strength of the freemason 
community in Sebastopol and the importance it played in the town. (Criterion A)



The early 20th-century addition at the rear illustrates the particular strength of the movement at that time. Many new 
lodges were constructed around Victoria in the first two decades of the century and in Sebastopol, for example, the 
Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows purchased the South Star hall at 113 Albert Street in 1909 to serve as 
their lodge. (Criterion A)



Architecturally, it is significant as a largely intact typically Masonic structure built (and enlarged) purposely for lodge 
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purposes. Its style, form and details express the conservative values and the symbols of Freemasonry, such as the 
restrained classical facade with Masonic symbol on the pediment. (Criterion D and E)
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Sebastopol, now a part of the City of Ballarat, was first settled by Europeans in the 1830s. There are many versions of 
who the first squatters in Sebastopol were and where they squatted, but according to Jenkins and Jenkins in The Golden 
Chain (1980), several men were involved in the establishment of pastoral activities in the area, including graziers 
William Cross Yuille, his brother Archie Yuille, Henry Anderson and T Learmonth.



The gold rushes, from 1851 through 1861, brought a new and transformative influx of people into the area. At the 
beginning of the era in the early 1850s, Sebastopol was a collection of tent towns. In 1852, deep lead mining technology 
and methods were first introduced to the Ballarat and Sebastopol goldfields by the newly arrived Cornish, Welsh, Irish 
and Scottish miners (Context 2015:3; Croggon 2002:26, 98). Successful mines in West Ballarat and Sebastopol were the 
Prince of Wales, Albion and the Working Miners, while the Band of Hope and Albion Consols mines were the area's 
largest and wealthiest (Context 2015:4-6).



From the 1850s, the town grew rapidly, particularly around its main centres of Cobblers' Hill, Victoria Street and along 
Albert Street (the focus of the town), and the tent towns gradually merged into formally surveyed town allotments. Cobb 
and Co's coaches passed through the area daily, and McLennans house removers operated in the area. Their business was 
testament to the shifting nature of population on the goldfields, as diggers chased new gold leads around the region, 
taking their houses and other buildings with them. However, Ballarat and Sebastopol were remarkable for the longevity 
of their gold booms (Context 2015:7).



In 1855 the area, commonly referred to as Bonshaw after the squatting run, was renamed 'Sebastopol' after Sevastopol in 
the Ukraine, the site of an important battle during the Crimean War (1853-56). The name 'Sebastopol' was also inspired 
by the realistic reportage of the war. As miners resorted to gunpowder to blast through the basaltic rock of the plateau, 
miners said the noise was like cannon fire as described in the heavy trench and artillery warfare of the Crimean War 
(Context 2015:4). Similarly, nearby Redan was named after Redan Fort, Crimea, the location of another battle during the 
Crimean War (Jenkins 1964:unpaginated). On 1 November 1864, The Borough of Sebastopol was formed (Context 
2015:10).



In order to mine on Crown land, a license system was implemented in 1851, at the beginning of the gold rush, but was 
soon considered prohibitive by the miners and caused unrest, which lead to the Eureka uprising on 3 December 1854. As 
a result, Gold Licenses were replaced with Miner's Rights as the necessary evidence for the occupation of a claim, as 
stated in the 1855 (third) Goldfields Act. The fourth Goldfields Act of 1858 gave increased privileges to holders of 
Miner's Rights, including the right to make a residential claim. At this date, land for the purpose of a residence could not 
exceed 1/8 acre (20 perches) in extent (Wood, 1858). According to the Mining Statute of 1865, one quarter of an acre 
could be occupied for residential purposes. This allowed the construction of a house and gave the lessee the rights of an 
owner (PROV, 'Index to Residence Area Rights' description, VPRS 15678). This resulted in the establishment of gold-
mining towns such as Sebastopol (Miner's Right collection; Goldfields research centre, pers. comm., Nov 2011). The 
provision of residence areas, leased from the Crown at low rents, allowed two-thirds of miners to own their own homes, 
often small cottages 'with gardens big enough for hens and vegetables' (Dingle 1984:96). The residence areas, such as 
that found in Sebastopol, were established in response to the generally poor conditions and economic insecurity suffered 
by the majority of miners, as 'little of the gold they mined stuck to their fingers' (Dingle 1984:96). In Sebastopol, many 
houses were built while the land was held under Miner's Rights. An exception is the early commercial hub on Albert 
Street, near Birdwood Avenue, where freehold land sales occurred in the 1860s. 



Under the 1884 Residence Areas Act, holders of Miner's Rights were now able to purchase land in gold-bearing areas, if 
they had resided on the land for two and a half years, made substantial improvements and if the land was not required for 
mining or public purposes (PROV, 'Register of purchases, residential areas' description, VPRS 14294). 



Gold mining in Sebastopol began to slow and ceased altogether after the outbreak of World War I. As a result, the 
community reduced in size, as miners sought employment elsewhere, with many of the houses removed and relocated. 
The population decrease was reflected in school enrolment numbers, particularly at Sebastopol State School No. 1167 
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(Sebastopol State School c1973 pamphlet).



Post World War II the population again began to rise and the influence of postwar immigration on the area was 
significant. New industries appeared, along with many new houses (Sebastopol State School c1973 pamphlet; Context 
2015:10). Gradually, Miner's Rights were converted to freehold, with an increase evident in the 1960s in the Ballarat 
area. Certificates of Title for properties in Sebastopol indicate that Crown Grants were issued into the 1970s and 80s.



Place history



176 Albert Street, Sebastopol, is located on Allotment 16, Section 5 of the Parish of Ballarat. The Crown Grant for the 
land was issued to William Browne in October 1865 (Township of Sebastopol Plan). In January 1867, Browne sold the 
land to James Hyem who subdivided and sold the land including the current 176 Albert Street to John Wall, surveyor, in 
June 1868. In November 1870, the parcel was sold to John O'Grady, George Turner (esquires) and Frederick Lloyd, a 
Melbourne surgeon (Titles 386/086; 266/176; 195/893; 175/860). 



Stylistic analysis of the details of the brick house at 176 Albert Street suggest that it dates to 1870s or 1880s.



In May 1888 John Wall, town clerk, became the owner. An 1865 article in the Ballarat Star (13 Jan 1865:3) states that 
John wall was both a town surveyor and town clerk, so it can be assumed that John Wall who purchased the property in 
1868 is the same Wall of 1888. John Wall was the first appointed mining surveyor on the district's goldfields (Jenkins 
& Jenkins, 1980:105). Wall appears to have owned the property for two short periods.



The property passed to Thomas Dickinson and James Booth in 1891. In July 1891 William Williams and David Williams, 
grocers, took over ownership and were the owners for over 20 years (Title 1320/923). 



The post and telegraph office was located at 176 Albert Street from 1901 (and possibly earlier). The brick house was 
most likely used as a residence for the post master or mistress. A photo dating to 1901 shows that there was a small 
timber addition, in front of the verandah, inscribed with 'post and telegraph office' (NAA, 2011). Sebastopol had a post 
office from October 1857 (Premier Postal, accessed Jan 2011), which was located at various stores. Prior to August 1861 
the office was at Alex McLeod's store, before it moved to L Luth's store on 7 August 1861 (The Star, 8 Aug 1861:2). 



In February 1914 widow Lydia Williams became the owner of the house and post office, and upon her death in 1922 it 
passed to (presumably) her children William Williams, clerk, and Mary Thomas, who retained ownership until 1948. 
William Williams' grocery store was located on the north-west corner of Albert and Morgan streets (Kerry Jenkins, pers. 
comm., 27 Jan 2011). 



The property has since passed through the hands of a number of owners (Titles 9651/142; 552/438; 3438/552). 



A photo dating to the 1940s, held by the Sebastopol Historical Society, shows that 176 Albert Street still served as the 
post office, and the small timber office remained. A photo dating to the c1950s shows that Sebastopol Post Office was no 
longer at 176 Albert Street, but in a commercial strip (NAA, accessed Jan 2011). 



In 2011 the house serves as an office for building contractors. 



Sources
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Jenkins, E D (1964), Sebastopol Victoria, An historical survey of early Sebastopol, Sebastopol. 

Jenkins, E D & Arthur J Jenkins (1980), The Golden Chain, Sebastopol. 

Miner's Right collection, http://www.onmydoorstep.com.au/heritage-listing/13628/miners-rights-collection, accessed 29 
Nov 2011.

National Archives of Australia (NAA), picture collection, http://www.naa.gov.au/, accessed January 2011.

Neil Wright of the Sebastopol Historical Society, personal communication, November 2011. 

Premier Postal, 'Post Office List', https://www.premierpostal.com/, accessed Jan 2011. 

Public Records Office, Victoria (PROV), 'Register of purchases, residential areas' description, VPRS 14294. 

Public Records Office, Victoria (PROV), 'Index to Residence Area Rights' description, VPRS 15678. 

Sebastopol Historical Society, photo, http://www.sebashs.org.au/index.php/history/sebastopol-past-a-present/19-
sebastopol-post-office, accessed Jan 2011. 

Sebastopol State School (c1973), 'Sebastopol State School No.1167 Centenary, 1873-1973', pamphlet [unpaginated].

The Ballarat Star (also known as The Star). 

Township of Sebastopol Plan, VPRS 16171/P1/Unit 5707 part 1, held at Public Records Office of Victoria.

Wood, John Dennistoun, 'The Gold Fields Act: A practical explanation with an abstract of the Act and appendices', 
pamphlet held by the State Library of Victoria, http://www.slv.vic.gov.au/vicpamphlets/0/3/9/pdf/vp0393.pdf, accessed 
Nov 2011.

Description 

 
Physical Description 

 
The house at 176 Albert Street, Sebastapol, is a Victorian villa. A photo dating to 1901 shows the original form of the 
building. The roof has a transverse gable. The verandah has a convex roof with an integral frieze and brackets. Two 
corbelled chimneys are evident. Between 1901 (possibly from and earlier date) and the 1940s a small timber post and 
telegraph office was located in front of the verandah. An early timber picket met the office and continued to the front 
boundary, allowing public access (NAA, Jan 2011). 



The roof and verandah have since been altered and the timber post and telegraph office removed. The house currently has 
a hipped roof and projecting hipped bay to the right-hand-side of the facade. The transverse gable may have been 
removed and replaced with a hipped roof with the construction of the rear addition. The house has lost its setting and sits 
within a paved car park with a warehouse behind.



The house has rock-faced bluestone foundations upon which are orange-red brick walls. Quoins and a handsome box bay 
window on the projecting bay are finished in cement render. The bay window and the house itself have bracketed 
cornices. Windows are double-hung sashes with (overpainted) bluestone stills resting on scrolled corbels. The six-
panelled front door has leadlight sidelights and highlight (though these appear to be recent reproductions).



The front verandah is a recent reproduction, which does not appear to be very accurate in its details. The cast-iron frieze 
is contained within a timber frame, as was common in the 1870s and '80s, but the posts are turned timber, which was 
common from about 1900, creating an anachronistic whole. The verandah floor has been replaced with a concrete slab. It 
appears that the bricks have been sandblasted and the original pointing replaced. All chimneys have been removed. The 
roof may have originally been slate, but it is currently covered in modern corrugated steel.



Source

National Archives of Australia (NAA), picture collection, http://www.naa.gov.au/, accessed January 2011. 
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Statement of Significance 

 
What is significant?

The former Sebastopol Post Officeat 176 Albert Street, Sebastapol, to the extent of its 19th century fabric.



How is it significant?

The former Sebastopol Post Office at 176 Albert Street is of local architectural significance to the City of Ballarat.



Why is it significant?

Architecturally, as a rare Victorian brick house in Sebastopol, and one with very high quality rendered detail to the bay 
window. While elements such as the verandah have been altered, the house retains enough of its original form to be 
appreciated. (Criteria B & E)
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HERITAGE CITATION REPORT

Name Sebastopol Town Hall complex

Address 183-185 Albert Street SEBASTOPOL Significance Level Local

Place Type Hall Public

Citation Date 2015

Recommended 
Heritage Protection

VHR No HI No PS Yes

History and Historical Context 

 
Locality history
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Sebastopol, now a part of the City of Ballarat, was first settled by Europeans in the 1830s. There are many versions of 
who the first squatters in Sebastopol were and where they squatted, but according to Jenkins and Jenkins in The Golden 
Chain (1980), several men were involved in the establishment of pastoral activities in the area, including graziers 
William Cross Yuille, his brother Archie Yuille, Henry Anderson and T Learmonth.



The gold rushes, from 1851 through 1861, brought a new and transformative influx of people into the area. At the 
beginning of the era in the early 1850s, Sebastopol was a collection of tent towns. In 1852, deep lead mining technology 
and methods were first introduced to the Ballarat and Sebastopol goldfields by the newly arrived Cornish, Welsh, Irish 
and Scottish miners (Context 2015:3; Croggon 2002:26, 98). Successful mines in West Ballarat and Sebastopol were the 
Prince of Wales, Albion and the Working Miners, while the Band of Hope and Albion Consols mines were the area's 
largest and wealthiest (Context 2015:4-6).



From the 1850s, the town grew rapidly, particularly around its main centres of Cobblers' Hill, Victoria Street and along 
Albert Street (the focus of the town), and the tent towns gradually merged into formally surveyed town allotments. Cobb 
and Co's coaches passed through the area daily, and McLennans house removers operated in the area. Their business was 
testament to the shifting nature of population on the goldfields, as diggers chased new gold leads around the region, 
taking their houses and other buildings with them. However, Ballarat and Sebastopol were remarkable for the longevity 
of their gold booms (Context 2015:7).



In 1855 the area, commonly referred to as Bonshaw after the squatting run, was renamed 'Sebastopol' after Sevastopol in 
the Ukraine, the site of an important battle during the Crimean War (1853-56). The name 'Sebastopol' was also inspired 
by the realistic reportage of the war. As miners resorted to gunpowder to blast through the basaltic rock of the plateau, 
miners said the noise was like cannon fire as described in the heavy trench and artillery warfare of the Crimean War 
(Context 2015:4). Similarly, nearby Redan was named after Redan Fort, Crimea, the location of another battle during the 
Crimean War (Jenkins 1964:unpaginated). On 1 November 1864 The Borough of Sebastopol was formed (Context 
2015:10).



In order to mine on Crown land, a license system was implemented in 1851, at the beginning of the gold rush, but was 
soon considered prohibitive by the miners and caused unrest, which lead to the Eureka uprising on 3 December 1854. As 
a result, Gold Licenses were replaced with Miner's Rights as the necessary evidence for the occupation of a claim, as 
stated in the 1855 (third) Goldfields Act. The fourth Goldfields Act of 1858 gave increased privileges to holders of 
Miner's Rights, including the right to make a residential claim. At this date, land for the purpose of a residence could not 
exceed 1/8 acre (20 perches) in extent (Wood, 1858). According to the Mining Statute of 1865, one quarter of an acre 
could be occupied for residential purposes. This allowed the construction of a house and gave the lessee the rights of an 
owner (PROV, 'Index to Residence Area Rights' description, VPRS 15678). This resulted in the establishment of gold-
mining towns such as Sebastopol (Miner's Right collection; Goldfields research centre, pers. comm., Nov 2011). The 
provision of residence areas, leased from the Crown at low rents, allowed two-thirds of miners to own their own homes, 
often small cottages 'with gardens big enough for hens and vegetables' (Dingle 1984:96). The residence areas, such as 
that found in Sebastopol, were established in response to the generally poor conditions and economic insecurity suffered 
by the majority of miners, as 'little of the gold they mined stuck to their fingers' (Dingle 1984:96). In Sebastopol, many 
houses were built while the land was held under Miner's Rights. An exception is the early commercial hub on Albert 
Street, near Birdwood Avenue, where freehold land sales occurred in the 1860s. 



Under the 1884 Residence Areas Act, holders of Miner's Rights were now able to purchase land in gold-bearing areas, if 
they had resided on the land for two and a half years, made substantial improvements and if the land was not required for 
mining or public purposes (PROV, 'Register of purchases, residential areas' description, VPRS 14294). 



Gold mining in Sebastopol began to slow and ceased altogether after the outbreak of World War I. As a result, the 
community reduced in size, as miners sought employment elsewhere, with many of the houses removed and relocated. 
The population decrease was reflected in school enrolment numbers, particularly at Sebastopol State School No. 1167 
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Recommended 
Heritage Protection

VHR No HI No PS Yes

History and Historical Context 

 
Locality history



Sebastopol, now a part of the City of Ballarat, was first settled by Europeans in the 1830s. There are many versions of 
who the first squatters in Sebastopol were and where they squatted, but according to Jenkins and Jenkins in The Golden 
Chain (1980), several men were involved in the establishment of pastoral activities in the area, including graziers 
William Cross Yuille, his brother Archie Yuille, Henry Anderson and T Learmonth.



The gold rushes, from 1851 through 1861, brought a new and transformative influx of people into the area. At the 
beginning of the era in the early 1850s, Sebastopol was a collection of tent towns. In 1852, deep lead mining technology 
and methods were first introduced to the Ballarat and Sebastopol goldfields by the newly arrived Cornish, Welsh, Irish 
and Scottish miners (Context 2015:3; Croggon 2002:26, 98). Successful mines in West Ballarat and Sebastopol were the 
Prince of Wales, Albion and the Working Miners, while the Band of Hope and Albion Consols mines were the area's 
largest and wealthiest (Context 2015:4-6).



From the 1850s, the town grew rapidly, particularly around its main centres of Cobblers' Hill, Victoria Street and along 
Albert Street (the focus of the town), and the tent towns gradually merged into formally surveyed town allotments. Cobb 
and Co's coaches passed through the area daily, and McLennans house removers operated in the area. Their business was 
testament to the shifting nature of population on the goldfields, as diggers chased new gold leads around the region, 
taking their houses and other buildings with them. However, Ballarat and Sebastopol were remarkable for the longevity 
of their gold booms (Context 2015:7).



In 1855 the area, commonly referred to as Bonshaw after the squatting run, was renamed 'Sebastopol' after Sevastopol in 
the Ukraine, the site of an important battle during the Crimean War (1853-56). The name 'Sebastopol' was also inspired 
by the realistic reportage of the war. As miners resorted to gunpowder to blast through the basaltic rock of the plateau, 
miners said the noise was like cannon fire as described in the heavy trench and artillery warfare of the Crimean War 
(Context, 2015:4). Similarly, nearby Redan was named after Redan Fort, Crimea, the location of another battle during the 
Crimean War (Jenkins 1964:unpaginated). On 1 November 1864 The Borough of Sebastopol was formed (Context 
2015:10).



In order to mine on Crown land, a license system was implemented in 1851, at the beginning of the gold rush, but was 
soon considered prohibitive by the miners and caused unrest, which lead to the Eureka uprising on 3 December 1854. As 
a result, Gold Licenses were replaced with Miner's Rights as the necessary evidence for the occupation of a claim, as 
stated in the 1855 (third) Goldfields Act. The fourth Goldfields Act of 1858 gave increased privileges to holders of 
Miner's Rights, including the right to make a residential claim. At this date, land for the purpose of a residence could not 
exceed 1/8 acre (20 perches) in extent (Wood, 1858). According to the Mining Statute of 1865, one quarter of an acre 
could be occupied for residential purposes. This allowed the construction of a house and gave the lessee the rights of an 
owner (PROV, 'Index to Residence Area Rights' description, VPRS 15678). This resulted in the establishment of gold-
mining towns such as Sebastopol (Miner's Right collection; Goldfields research centre, pers. comm., Nov 2011). The 
provision of residence areas, leased from the Crown at low rents, allowed two-thirds of miners to own their own homes, 
often small cottages 'with gardens big enough for hens and vegetables' (Dingle 1984:96). The residence areas, such as 
that found in Sebastopol, were established in response to the generally poor conditions and economic insecurity suffered 
by the majority of miners, as 'little of the gold they mined stuck to their fingers' (Dingle 1984:96). In Sebastopol, many 
houses were built while the land was held under Miner's Rights. An exception is the early commercial hub on Albert 

Bank of Victoria (former)
Hermes No 120328 Place Citation Report

01:53 PM26-Jun-2015

HERITAGE CITATION REPORT

168



Street, near Birdwood Avenue, where freehold land sales occurred in the 1860s. 



Under the 1884 Residence Areas Act, holders of Miner's Rights were now able to purchase land in gold-bearing areas, if 
they had resided on the land for two and a half years, made substantial improvements and if the land was not required for 
mining or public purposes (PROV, 'Register of purchases, residential areas' description, VPRS 14294). 



Gold mining in Sebastopol began to slow and ceased altogether after the outbreak of World War I. As a result, the 
community reduced in size, as miners sought employment elsewhere, with many of the houses removed and relocated. 
The population decrease was reflected in school enrolment numbers, particularly at Sebastopol State School No. 1167 
(Sebastopol State School c1973 pamphlet).



Post World War II the population again began to rise and the influence of postwar immigration on the area was 
significant. New industries appeared, along with many new houses (Sebastopol State School c1973 pamphlet; Context 
2015:10). Gradually, Miner's Rights were converted to freehold, with an increase evident in the 1960s in the Ballarat 
area. Certificates of Title for properties in Sebastopol indicate that Crown Grants were issued into the 1970s and 80s.



Thematic history



The first Government-controlled savings bank was established in New South Wales on 1 January 1842, before branches 
were established elsewhere in the colony, including the Port Phillip District (now Victoria) (PROV, 'State Bank of 
Victoria').



By 1848, a branch was established in Melbourne, and by 1850 there were branches in both Geelong and Port Fairy. In 
November 1852, following the separation of the colony of Victoria, the Savings Bank of Port Phillip was renamed the 
Savings Bank of Victoria (which appears to be shortened in this case to the Bank of Victoria), and each branch operated 
as a separate institution, overseen by the Commissioners of Savings Banks in the Colony of Victoria, formed in 1853. 
Between 1858 and 1912, the head office was located at the corner of Market Street and Flinders Lane (MV). 



Regional branches were open in Victoria between 1857 and 1865, the number limited by the Commissioners. Despite 
attempted restrictions, by 1890, there were 177,189 bank accounts held in Victoria (MV). It was in 1865 that the 
Sebastopol branch was opened on Albert Street (Jenkins & Jenkins 1980:108). It is the first bank identified to have 
opened in Sebastopol. In 1876 the City of Melbourne Bank opened nearby on Albert Street (Jenkins & Jenkins, 
1980:110). 



There were various attempts to amalgamate the existing banks, but it wasn't until 1894-5 that a Royal Commission was 
held, which recommended amalgamation. This came into effect on 24 December 1896, under the unifying Savings Bank 
Act 1481. In October 1897 the Post Office Savings Bank merged with the State Savings Bank (MV). 



Between 1896 and 1912 the independent Savings Bank of Victoria branches merged and became a single institution; 
formalised by legislation in 1912. From 1912 it was known as the State Savings Bank of Victoria (PROV, 'State Bank of 
Victoria').



The State Savings Bank is also known for the housing estates they funded, encouraging home ownership in the 1920s. In 
1991 the State Savings Bank merged with the Commonwealth Bank (MV). 



Place history



The Crown Grant for the land (that also included the current 199 Albert Street) was issued to John Gunnyon in September 
1863 (Township of Sebastopol plan). Jenkins & Jenkins (1980:108) state that the Bank of Victoria opened in 
Sebastopol on 6 November 1865, under the manager R C Briston. An early photo held by the State Library of Victoria 
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picture collection shows the building in 1866, without a verandah and with its original fence.



The titles indicate that Esther Gunnyon (wife of John) became the owner in March 1869, before selling to the Bank of 
Victoria in March 1872 (Titles 303/447; 487/292). This indicates that the building was probably not purpose-built as a 
bank and that the Bank of Victoria initially rented the property. The building served the Bank of Victoria until July 1895, 
when it was sold to John Peart. Jonathon Wall, town clerk became the owner in October 1903. In 1906 the building 
consisted of 6 rooms, as noted in the rate books. 



Upon Wall's death in 1918, Isabel Wall became the sole owner (Titles 303/447; 487/292). Subsequent owners include 
Ruby Raine from 1923, Thomas Withers from 1950, Margaret Hogan from 1958, Francis and Terence Hogan from 1967 
and Ronald Parkinson from 1975. On the same day the property was passed from Parkinson to Peter and Anne Frangos, 
of 199 Albert Street. (Title 4661/160). 



In 2011 the building remains a private residence. Recently it has been extensively altered internally, and a substantial new 
fence has been constructed at the Albert Street frontage. 



Source

Blake, Leslie (1973), Vision and Realisation, A centenary history of state education in Victoria, Melbourne.

Certificates of Title, as cited above. 

Context (2015), Sebastopol Heritage Study Stage 2: Volume 1: Key Findings & Recommendations; Thematic 
History, prepared for City of Ballarat.

Dingle, Tony (1984), The Victorians: Settling, Melbourne. 

Goldfields research centre, Bendigo, personal communication, November 2011. 

Hargraves et al., Sebastopol Hotels and Places of Interest booklet, not dated. Provided by the Sebastopol Historical 
Society. 

Jenkins, E D (1964), Sebastopol Victoria, An historical survey of early Sebastopol, Sebastopol. 

Jenkins, E D & Arthur J Jenkins (1980), The Golden Chain, Sebastopol. 

Miner's Right collection, http://www.onmydoorstep.com.au/heritage-listing/13628/miners-rights-collection, accessed 29 
Nov 2011.

Museum Victoria (MV), 'The State Savings Bank of Victoria, Melbourne, Victoria', 
http://museumvictoria.com.au/collections/themes/2470/the-state-savings-bank-of-victoria-melbourne-victoria, accessed 
Jan 2012. 

Neil Wright of the Sebastopol Historical Society, personal communication, November 2011. 

Public Records Office, Victoria (PROV), 'Index to Residence Area Rights' description, VPRS 15678. 

Public Records Office, Victoria (PROV), 'Register of purchases, residential areas' description, VPRS 14294. 

Public Records Office, Victoria (PROV), 'State Bank of Victoria', Agency VA 1041 description, 
http://access.prov.vic.gov.au/, accessed Jan 2012. 

Rate books (RB), Borough of Sebastopol, VPRS 6919/P1/Unit 1 1906-38; 1906, entry 201. 

Sebastopol State School (c1973), 'Sebastopol State School No.1167 Centenary, 1873-1973', pamphlet [unpaginated].

State Library of Victoria (SLV), picture collection, 'Bank of Victoria, Sebastopol'. 

Township of Sebastopol Plan, VPRS 16171/P1/Unit 5707 part 2, held at Public Records Office of Victoria.

Wood, John Dennistoun, 'The Gold Fields Act: A practical explanation with an abstract of the Act and appendices', 
pamphlet held by the State Library of Victoria, http://www.slv.vic.gov.au/vicpamphlets/0/3/9/pdf/vp0393.pdf, accessed 
Nov 2011.
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Physical Description 
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The former Bank of Victoria building sits very close to the street, but is partially hidden behind a high wall.



It has an M-hip roof and rock-faced basalt walls. The basalt is coursed (with ruled joints), with drafted margins to the 
quoins at the corners of the facade and around the segmentally arched front windows and door. The windows and doors 
also have prominent keystones. The two chimneys are also rock-faced basalt with a carved cornice. The eaves rest upon 
very elegant scrolled timber modillions. 



Alterations include the replacement of the original slate roof with corrugated metal, the removal of the rear chimney on 
the south side, the removal of the original decorative timber picket fence, and the demolition of a small rear wing with a 
pyramidal hipped roof and brick chimney (all of the above are visible in the 1866 image from the State Library of 
Victoria Picture Collection). Since the time the photo was taken, a hipped-roof verandah was installed (most likely when 
it became a residence in 1895). This was replaced in the past decade by a new verandah with turned timber posts and a 
bullnosed roof. The lacy cast-iron verandah frieze plus brackets, however, were retained on the replacement verandah. A 
contemporary front door has recently been installed. A sympathetic new rear wing and covered deck were also added at 
the same time. Also, there are traces of limewash beneath later paint layers on the basalt, which has been removed by 
chemical or abrasive means. The removal process has made the stones of the walls noticeably lighter than those of the 
chimneys.



The building is in urgent need of repointing, with stones slipping out of place on the facade due to lack of mortar. 


Statement of Significance 

 
What is significant?

The Bank of Victoria (former) at 197 Albert Street, Sebastopol, which served as the Bank of Victoria from 1865 to 1895, 
to the extent of its 19th-century fabric. The modern fence on the Albert Street boundary is not significant.



How is it significant?

The Bank of Victoria (former) at 197 Albert Street, Sebastopol is of local historic and architectural significance to the 
City of Ballarat.



How is it significant?

The Bank of Victoria (former) at 197 Albert Street, Sebastopol is of historical significanceas the first bank established in 
Sebastopol, Bank of Victoria, which operated out of these premises for its first 30 years. Indicative of the bank's tentative 
first foothold in Sebastopol, it only leased its domestic-style premises for the first seven years before purchasing the 
property in 1872. It is the only known bank building to survive in Sebastopol. (Criteria B & A)



Architecturally, the building is distinguished by its high quality details, in particular the workmanship of the basalt quoins 
and keystones to openings on the facade, the corniced basalt chimneys, and the elegant scrolled timber modillions 
beneath the roof eaves. (Criterion E)
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Recommended 
Heritage Protection

VHR No HI No PS Yes

History and Historical Context 

 
Locality history



Sebastopol, now a part of the City of Ballarat, was first settled by Europeans in the 1830s. There are many versions of 
who the first squatters in Sebastopol were and where they squatted, but according to Jenkins and Jenkins in The Golden 
Chain (1980), several men were involved in the establishment of pastoral activities in the area, including graziers 
William Cross Yuille, his brother Archie Yuille, Henry Anderson and T Learmonth.



The gold rushes, from 1851 through 1861, brought a new and transformative influx of people into the area. At the 
beginning of the era in the early 1850s, Sebastopol was a collection of tent towns. In 1852, deep lead mining technology 
and methods were first introduced to the Ballarat and Sebastopol goldfields by the newly arrived Cornish, Welsh, Irish 
and Scottish miners (Context 2015:3; Croggon 2002:26, 98). Successful mines in West Ballarat and Sebastopol were the 
Prince of Wales, Albion and the Working Miners, while the Band of Hope and Albion Consols mines were the area's 
largest and wealthiest (Context 2015:4-6).



From the 1850s, the town grew rapidly, particularly around its main centres of Cobblers' Hill, Victoria Street and along 
Albert Street (the focus of the town), and the tent towns gradually merged into formally surveyed town allotments. Cobb 
and Co's coaches passed through the area daily, and McLennans house removers operated in the area. Their business was 
testament to the shifting nature of population on the goldfields, as diggers chased new gold leads around the region, 
taking their houses and other buildings with them. However, Ballarat and Sebastopol were remarkable for the longevity 
of their gold booms (Context 2015:7).



In 1855 the area, commonly referred to as Bonshaw after the squatting run, was renamed 'Sebastopol' after Sevastopol in 
the Ukraine, the site of an important battle during the Crimean War (1853-56). The name 'Sebastopol' was also inspired 
by the realistic reportage of the war. As miners resorted to gunpowder to blast through the basaltic rock of the plateau, 
miners said the noise was like cannon fire as described in the heavy trench and artillery warfare of the Crimean War 
(Context, 2015:4). Similarly, nearby Redan was named after Redan Fort, Crimea, the location of another battle during the 
Crimean War (Jenkins 1964:unpaginated). On 1 November 1864 The Borough of Sebastopol was formed (Context 
2015:10).



In order to mine on Crown land, a license system was implemented in 1851, at the beginning of the gold rush, but was 
soon considered prohibitive by the miners and caused unrest, which lead to the Eureka uprising on 3 December 1854. As 
a result, Gold Licenses were replaced with Miner's Rights as the necessary evidence for the occupation of a claim, as 
stated in the 1855 (third) Goldfields Act. The fourth Goldfields Act of 1858 gave increased privileges to holders of 
Miner's Rights, including the right to make a residential claim. At this date, land for the purpose of a residence could not 
exceed 1/8 acre (20 perches) in extent (Wood, 1858). According to the Mining Statute of 1865, one quarter of an acre 
could be occupied for residential purposes. This allowed the construction of a house and gave the lessee the rights of an 
owner (PROV, 'Index to Residence Area Rights' description, VPRS 15678). This resulted in the establishment of gold-
mining towns such as Sebastopol (Miner's Right collection; Goldfields research centre, pers. comm., Nov 2011). The 
provision of residence areas, leased from the Crown at low rents, allowed two-thirds of miners to own their own homes, 
often small cottages 'with gardens big enough for hens and vegetables' (Dingle 1984:96). The residence areas, such as 
that found in Sebastopol, were established in response to the generally poor conditions and economic insecurity suffered 
by the majority of miners, as 'little of the gold they mined stuck to their fingers' (Dingle 1984:96). In Sebastopol, many 
houses were built while the land was held under Miner's Rights. An exception is the early commercial hub on Albert 
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Street, near Birdwood Avenue, where freehold land sales occurred in the 1860s. 



Under the 1884 Residence Areas Act, holders of Miner's Rights were now able to purchase land in gold-bearing areas, if 
they had resided on the land for two and a half years, made substantial improvements and if the land was not required for 
mining or public purposes (PROV, 'Register of purchases, residential areas' description, VPRS 14294). 



Gold mining in Sebastopol began to slow and ceased altogether after the outbreak of World War I. As a result, the 
community reduced in size, as miners sought employment elsewhere, with many of the houses removed and relocated. 
The population decrease was reflected in school enrolment numbers, particularly at Sebastopol State School No. 1167 
(Sebastopol State School c1973 pamphlet).



Post World War II the population again began to rise and the influence of postwar immigration on the area was 
significant. New industries appeared, along with many new houses (Sebastopol State School c1973 pamphlet; Context 
2015:10). Gradually, Miner's Rights were converted to freehold, with an increase evident in the 1960s in the Ballarat 
area. Certificates of Title for properties in Sebastopol indicate that Crown Grants were issued into the 1970s and 80s.



Place history



Hansen (2003) dates the existing store, formerly known as the Redan Prince of Wales store, to the 1860s. It was built for 
a Mr Grey (SHS, viewed 2011). Inscriptions on the building read 'Redan Prince of Wales Store', 'Jermyn's' (a later 
owner) and 'established 1870'. It has been suggested that another inscription exists: 'Jermyn's cash grocer' and the date 
'1883', which is currently covered by later cladding (Gavin Jamison, pers. comm., Nov 2011). Information held at the 
Historical Society indicates that new inscriptions were placed on the existing building. Rate books for the period 
(unavailable at this time) would confirm the construction date.



Around 1882, Grey is said to have sold to Ellis Jermyn (b 1826 in Cornwall; came to Australia 1853 and Ballarat in 
1854), when Jermyn became a grocer and produce merchant. However, the Township of Sebastopol Plan indicates that 
the Crown Grant was issued to E Jermyn in February 1907, suggesting that the land was only leased from the Crown 
prior to this date (Township of Sebastopol plan). 



It has been suggested that Jermyn and his family moved into the premises at 2 Albert Street, from Clarkson Street, in 
1884 (SHS notes). Another source indicates that Jermyn built the house at 1 Kent Street, c1880, and resided there (Gavin 
Jamison, pers. comm., Nov 2011). Jermyn also owned a livestock trading centre in Doveton Street, Ballarat (located 
where the Target building stands in 2011) and a coffee shop in a Ballarat arcade (Gavin Jamison, pers. comm., Nov 
2011). 



Ellis Jermyn died in 1912 at which point the store at 2 Albert Street was passed to his son, Vince Jermyn. The property is 
known to have had many sheds near the store, post World War I, which Vince Jermyn is said to have used for the storage 
of stock (SHS notes; Hansen, 2003). In 1916, Vince was rated for a shop and storeroom, and also occupied a second store 
nearby (RB). Jenkins (1964:unpaginated) confirms that on the corner of Rubicon and Albert streets (the site of the present 
Eclipse Motors) was Vince Jermyn's depot for Lal Lal coal and large sheds for army surplus from World War I. 



A receipt bearing the store's name and address, dating to 1913, advertises that the store had an electric chaff and corn 
crushing works on the property (SHS, 2011). Jenkins (1964:unpaginated) indicates that this was Holst's chaff cutting 
mill, located at the rear of the surviving building, fronting Rubicon Street. There was no evidence of this in 2011. 



In 1919, theJermyn family sold ten shops and houses to Mark Rickard, former manager of the Central Plateau mine, 
including the store at 2 Albert Street (SHS notes; Argus 14 Nov 1931:17). The building continues as a commercial 
premises. 
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A fire damaged parts of the building in the late twentieth century (Gavin Jamison, pers. comm., Nov 2011). 
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Context (2015), Sebastopol Heritage Study Stage 2: Volume 1: Key Findings & Recommendations; Thematic 
History, prepared for City of Ballarat.

Dingle, Tony (1984), The Victorians: Settling, Melbourne. 

Gavin Jamison [owner of 1 Kent Street, Sebastopol], personal communication, November 2011. 

Goldfields research centre, Bendigo, personal communication, November 2011. 

Hansen Partnership Pty Ltd, Wendy Jacobs & Naga Services (2003), Ballarat Heritage Study Stage 2. 

Jenkins, E D (1964), Sebastopol Victoria, An historical survey of early Sebastopol, Sebastopol. 

Jenkins, E D & Arthur J Jenkins (1980), The Golden Chain, Sebastopol. 

Miner's Right collection, http://www.onmydoorstep.com.au/heritage-listing/13628/miners-rights-collection, accessed 29 
Nov 2011.

Neil Wright of the Sebastopol Historical Society, personal communication, November 2011. 

Public Records Office, Victoria (PROV), 'Register of purchases, residential areas' description, VPRS 14294. 

Public Records Office, Victoria (PROV), 'Index to Residence Area Rights' description, VPRS 15678. 

Rate books (RB), Borough of Sebastopol, VPRS 6919/P1/Unit 1 1906-38:1916, entries 131 and 132.

Sebastopol Historical Society (SHS) notes, accessed September 2011. 

Sebastopol State School (c1973), 'Sebastopol State School No.1167 Centenary, 1873-1973', pamphlet [unpaginated].

The Argus. 

Township of Sebastopol Plan, VPRS 16171/P1/Unit 5707 part 3, held at Public Records Office of Victoria.

Wood, John Dennistoun, 'The Gold Fields Act: A practical explanation with an abstract of the Act and appendices', 
pamphlet held by the State Library of Victoria, http://www.slv.vic.gov.au/vicpamphlets/0/3/9/pdf/vp0393.pdf, accessed 
Nov 2011.

Description 

 
Physical Description 

 
The former Redan Prince of Wales Store is a two-storey Victorian commercial premises situated on a prominent corner 
site. It addresses the corner with a chamfered central bay highlighting the entrance. The two main elevations, facing 
Albert and Rubicon streets, are finished in a smooth render, while the secondary elevations are brick (overpainted).



The upper floor has a blank window in this chamfered bay, flanked by two one-over-one sash windows each in the main 
elevations. All of the windows have very simple surrounds with stop-chamfering to the sides, and a projecting sill 
(possibly overpainted stone). 



Above the windows is a band of raised lettering, which stretches all the way around the two main elevations. It reads: 
Redan Prince of Wales Store / Jermyn's / Prince of Wales Store.' The sign sits just above a simple moulded stringcourse 
and below a projecting moulded cornice. Above the cornice is a parapet with a curved motif above the corner section. It 
appears to have been greatly simplified in its details, probably during the 20th century. 



The parapet is not high enough to conceal the roof, which retains early corrugated iron sheets. The roof terminates in a 
steep hip on the north side, and abuts a parapeted gable on the south. 



The ground floor has been extensively altered during the 20th century; covered in small tiles (overpainted) and large 
timber shop windows installed. The cantilevered verandah and a single-storey wing on Rubicon Street appear to date 
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from the mid-20th century. 


Comparative Analysis 

 
186A Albert Street, Sebastopol - Melbourne House

Statement of Significance 

 
What is significant? 



The former Prince of Wales Store, situated at 2 Albert Street, Sebastopol to the extent of the 1860s fabric. The two-storey 
building is sited on a corner location and has a chamfered central bay highlighting the entrance and two main elevations, 
facing Albert and Rubicon streets, which are finished in a smooth render, while the secondary elevations are brick 
(overpainted). Below the parapet is a band of raised lettering, which stretches all the way around the two main elevations. 
It reads 'Redan Prince of Wales Store / Jermyn's / Prince of Wales Store.' 



The cantilevered verandah and a single-storey wing on Rubicon Street appear to date from the mid-20th century and are 
not of significance. 



How is it significant?



The former Redan Prince of Wales store is of historic, aesthetic and architectural significance to the City of Ballarat. 



Why is it significant? 



The former Redan Prince of Wales store is of historical significance as the earliest surviving two-storey store in 
Sebastopol, dating from the gold mining era of the town, erected on a prominent corner addressing the main thoroughfare 
and commercial centre of north Sebastopol. (Criterion A)



The former Redan Prince of Wales store is of aesthetic significance as a local landmark, by virtue of its prominent corner 
location and height, which provides a visual gateway to Sebastopol from the north. (Criterion E)



The former Redan Prince of Wales store is of architectural significance as a representative example of the more 
substantial commercial buildings erected in Sebastopol. (Criterion D)
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History and Historical Context 

 
Locality history



Sebastopol, now a part of the City of Ballarat, was first settled by Europeans in the 1830s. There are many versions of 
who the first squatters in Sebastopol were and where they squatted, but according to Jenkins and Jenkins in The Golden 
Chain (1980), several men were involved in the establishment of pastoral activities in the area, including graziers 
William Cross Yuille, his brother Archie Yuille, Henry Anderson and T Learmonth.



The gold rushes, from 1851 through 1861, brought a new and transformative influx of people into the area. At the 
beginning of the era in the early 1850s, Sebastopol was a collection of tent towns. In 1852, deep lead mining technology 
and methods were first introduced to the Ballarat and Sebastopol goldfields by the newly arrived Cornish, Welsh, Irish 
and Scottish miners (Context 2015:3; Croggon 2002:26, 98). Successful mines in West Ballarat and Sebastopol were the 
Prince of Wales, Albion and the Working Miners, while the Band of Hope and Albion Consols mines were the area's 
largest and wealthiest (Context 2015:4-6).



From the 1850s, the town grew rapidly, particularly around its main centres of Cobblers' Hill, Victoria Street and along 
Albert Street (the focus of the town), and the tent towns gradually merged into formally surveyed town allotments. Cobb 
and Co's coaches passed through the area daily, and McLennans house removers operated in the area. Their business was 
testament to the shifting nature of population on the goldfields, as diggers chased new gold leads around the region, 
taking their houses and other buildings with them. However, Ballarat and Sebastopol were remarkable for the longevity 
of their gold booms (Context 2015:7).



In 1855 the area, commonly referred to as Bonshaw after the squatting run, was renamed 'Sebastopol' after Sevastopol in 
the Ukraine, the site of an important battle during the Crimean War (1853-56). The name 'Sebastopol' was also inspired 
by the realistic reportage of the war. As miners resorted to gunpowder to blast through the basaltic rock of the plateau, 
miners said the noise was like cannon fire as described in the heavy trench and artillery warfare of the Crimean War 
(Context, 2015:4). Similarly, nearby Redan was named after Redan Fort, Crimea, the location of another battle during the 
Crimean War (Jenkins 1964:unpaginated). On 1 November 1864 the Borough of Sebastopol was formed (Context 
2015:10).



In order to mine on Crown land, a license system was implemented in 1851, at the beginning of the gold rush, but was 
soon considered prohibitive by the miners and caused unrest, which lead to the Eureka uprising on 3 December 1854. As 
a result, Gold Licenses were replaced with Miner's Rights as the necessary evidence for the occupation of a claim, as 
stated in the 1855 (third) Goldfields Act. The fourth Goldfields Act of 1858 gave increased privileges to holders of 
Miner's Rights, including the right to make a residential claim. At this date, land for the purpose of a residence could not 
exceed 1/8 acre (20 perches) in extent (Wood, 1858). According to the Mining Statute of 1865, one quarter of an acre 
could be occupied for residential purposes. This allowed the construction of a house and gave the lessee the rights of an 
owner (PROV, 'Index to Residence Area Rights' description, VPRS 15678). This resulted in the establishment of gold-
mining towns such as Sebastopol (Miner's Right collection; Goldfields research centre, pers. comm., Nov 2011). The 
provision of residence areas, leased from the Crown at low rents, allowed two-thirds of miners to own their own homes, 
often small cottages 'with gardens big enough for hens and vegetables' (Dingle 1984:96). The residence areas, such as 
that found in Sebastopol, were established in response to the generally poor conditions and economic insecurity suffered 
by the majority of miners, as 'little of the gold they mined stuck to their fingers' (Dingle 1984:96). In Sebastopol, many 
houses were built while the land was held under Miner's Rights. An exception is the early commercial hub on Albert 
Street, near Birdwood Avenue, where freehold land sales occurred in the 1860s. 



Under the 1884 Residence Areas Act, holders of Miner's Rights were now able to purchase land in gold-bearing areas, if 
they had resided on the land for two and a half years, made substantial improvements and if the land was not required for 
mining or public purposes (PROV, 'Register of purchases, residential areas' description, VPRS 14294). 
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Gold mining in Sebastopol began to slow and ceased altogether after the outbreak of World War I. As a result, the 
community reduced in size, as miners sought employment elsewhere, with many of the houses removed and relocated. 
The population decrease was reflected in school enrolment numbers, particularly at Sebastopol State School No. 1167 
(Sebastopol State School c1973 pamphlet).



Post World War II the population again began to rise and the influence of postwar immigration on the area was 
significant. New industries appeared, along with many new houses (Sebastopol State School c1973 pamphlet; Context 
2015:10). Gradually, Miner's Rights were converted to freehold, with an increase evident in the 1960s in the Ballarat 
area. Certificates of Title for properties in Sebastopol indicate that Crown Grants were issued into the 1970s and 80s.



Place history 



The Crown Grant for the land (allotment 7, section 5, which originally extended to the laneway to the west) was issued to 
M Sullivan in September 1866 (Township of Sebastopol plan). 



David Hughes, baker and grocer purchased 206 (including what are now lots A, B & C), which included the land of 
1 Victoria Street, in March 1888. In January 1892, Hughes sold it to publican George Clarke. Margaret Clarke became 
the surviving owner in August 1910, who sold to the Ballarat Brewing Company, based in Dana Street, Ballarat, in 
September 1912 (Titles 2464/742; 1999/800). In February 1921, builder Ernest Collins became the owner, but only for a 
three month period, before he sold it to Mary Hughes in April 1921 (Title 4421/161).



Stylistically, the row of shops dates to c1920s, which suggests that either Collins was the builder, or that they were built 
for Mary Hughes. The relationship between David Hughes and Mary Hughes is not known. 



In November 1935 Thomas Hughes the younger, a grocer, became the owner. After Hughes' death in 1956, probate was 
granted to Kevin Hughes, grocer and Walter Maddern, stock broker in January 1961. Kevin Hughes and Nance Hughes 
became owners the same day; Kevin 3/5 parts and Nance 2/5 parts. At this date the rear of the property has been 
subdivided and 1 Victoria street is now a separate allotment (Title 4421/161). 



In October 1968 ownership was transferred to Pietro and Anna Contesotto, fish shop owners. The shops were still under 
the ownership of Anna Contesotto in 1996 (Title 8300/135). 



In 2011 the building still serves as for separate shops. 



David Hughes



David Hughes was born in Glamorgan, Wales in 1834 before mining in California and migrating to the Ballarat 
minefields in 1857. Hughes settled in Sebastopol in 1862, joined the Borough Council in 1869 and was made a Justice of 
the Peace in 1870. He established Hughes and Son grocers, before retiring from the business in 1890 and presumably 
taking up employment at the South Star Mine. He was a prominent Sebastopol community member (The Ballarat 
Courier, 21 Sep 1918:8). Hughes also ran the Welsh Baptist Sunday School in Sebastopol for 47 years (Euroa Advertiser, 
13 Dec 1918:3).



In 1888, Hughes is listed in the titles of 206, 206a, 206b and 206c as a baker and greengrocer. This property was passed 
to his son Thomas, also a grocer, in the 1930s (Titles 2464/742; 1999/800).



In May 1901, David Hughes was the 'House Manager' at the South Star Mine who received the Duke and Duchess of 
York at the mine office at 113 Albert Street before taking the guests to his house at 122 Albert Street (Jenkins 1980:69; 
Jenkins, 1964:unpaginated).
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David Hughes is said to have been the Mayor of the Borough of Sebastopol five times between 1877 and 1919 (serving 
one year at a time). His son Thomas Hughes was the mayor in 1924-5 (Jenkins and Jenkins 1980:135-6). In July 1919, 
the Horsham Times (25 July 1919:5) reported that Cr Hughes, a member of council for 47 years, was seriously ill and had 
in fact served as Mayor seven times. In the 1920 probate file of David Hughes, notes that he is a gentleman, and that 
probate was granted to Thomas Hughes. 



Sources

Blake, Leslie (1973), Vision and Realisation, A centenary history of state education in Victoria, Melbourne.

Certificates of Title, as cited above. 
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Goldfields research centre, Bendigo, personal communication, November 2011. 

Jenkins, E D (1964), Sebastopol Victoria, An historical survey of early Sebastopol, Sebastopol. 

Jenkins, E D & Arthur J Jenkins (1980), The Golden Chain, Sebastopol. 

Miner's Right collection, http://www.onmydoorstep.com.au/heritage-listing/13628/miners-rights-collection, accessed 29 
Nov 2011.

Neil Wright of the Sebastopol Historical Society, personal communication, November 2011. 

Public Records Office, Victoria (PROV), 'Register of purchases, residential areas' description, VPRS 14294. 

Public Records Office, Victoria (PROV), 'Index to Residence Area Rights' description, VPRS 15678. 

Sebastopol State School (c1973), 'Sebastopol State School No.1167 Centenary, 1873-1973', pamphlet [unpaginated].

The Ballarat Courier. 
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The Horsham Times. 

Township of Sebastopol Plan, VPRS 16171/P1/Unit 5707 part 2, held at Public Records Office of Victoria.

Wood, John Dennistoun, 'The Gold Fields Act: A practical explanation with an abstract of the Act and appendices', 
pamphlet held by the State Library of Victoria, http://www.slv.vic.gov.au/vicpamphlets/0/3/9/pdf/vp0393.pdf, accessed 
Nov 2011.

Description 

 
Physical Description 

 
The row of four single-storey brick shops at 206 Albert Street is located at the corner of Victoria Street, but their facades 
solely address Albert Street. The row was designed to express itself as an integrated whole, with two end shops playing 
the role of decorative pavillions flanking two plain central shops.



The parapets of the two end shops have a simplified classical form, typical of the 1920s, representing a triangular 
pediment between two wide pier-like forms. The 'piers' are decorated with a raised pyramidal accent of render. The side 
walls of the 'piers' have recessed banding to the brick at ground level. This detail may have continued to the front of the 
'pier', but the shopfronts have been rendered in recent times concealing this area. 



The two central shops have a flat parapet with a narrow cement cornice above a flat rendered area for painted signage. All 
four shops share a cantilevered verandah which retains its original pressed metal lining.



Each two shops are housed beneath a single gabled roof, with exposed rafter ends. There is another pier at the rear of the 
Victoria Street elevation, which ties it to the classical facade, but is awkwardly executed in relation to the gabled roof 
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which is visible on this side.



All of the brick has been overpainted. The shopfronts (below the verandah) have been rendered in recent times and the 
shopfronts replaced with simple timber details. 


Statement of Significance 

 
What is significant?

The row of four shops at 206 and 206A-C Albert Street, Sebastapol, to the extent of the 1920s fabric including the 
cantilevered verandah.



How is it significant?

The row of four shops at 206 and 206A-C Albert Street are of local aesthetic and historic significance to the City of 
Ballarat.



Why is it significant?

Aesthetically, as an intact representative example of interwar shops in a simplified classical style, as was popular in the 
1920s. The row is distinguished by the integration of the four shops into a single composition with end pavilions, instead 
of expressing them as four identical buildings, as is common. (Criterion D)



Historically, as an illustration of Sebastapol's interwar development. While the township declined in population 
andindustrial activity after the closure of the mines in the early 20th century, some early settler families remained in place 
and continued family businesses. A prime example is the Hughes family. David Hughes, a baker and greengrocer, settled 
in Sebastapol in 1862, and held this land for a short time in the 19th century (1888-92). The family took possession of the 
site again in 1921, around the time the present buildings were erected, and the grocery business passed to his son (or 
grandson) Thomas Hughes, then upon Thomas' death, Kevin Hughes. (Criterion A)
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Recommended 
Heritage Protection

VHR No HI No PS Yes

History and Historical Context 

 
Locality history



Sebastopol, now a part of the City of Ballarat, was first settled by Europeans in the 1830s. There are many versions of 
who the first squatters in Sebastopol were and where they squatted, but according to Jenkins and Jenkins in The Golden 
Chain (1980), several men were involved in the establishment of pastoral activities in the area, including graziers 
William Cross Yuille, his brother Archie Yuille, Henry Anderson and T Learmonth.



The gold rushes, from 1851 through 1861, brought a new and transformative influx of people into the area. At the 
beginning of the era in the early 1850s, Sebastopol was a collection of tent towns. In 1852, deep lead mining technology 
and methods were first introduced to the Ballarat and Sebastopol goldfields by the newly arrived Cornish, Welsh, Irish 
and Scottish miners (Context 2015:3; Croggon 2002:26, 98). Successful mines in West Ballarat and Sebastopol were the 
Prince of Wales, Albion and the Working Miners, while the Band of Hope and Albion Consols mines were the area's 
largest and wealthiest (Context 2015:4-6).



From the 1850s, the town grew rapidly, particularly around its main centres of Cobblers' Hill, Victoria Street and along 
Albert Street (the focus of the town), and the tent towns gradually merged into formally surveyed town allotments. Cobb 
and Co's coaches passed through the area daily, and McLennans house removers operated in the area. Their business was 
testament to the shifting nature of population on the goldfields, as diggers chased new gold leads around the region, 
taking their houses and other buildings with them. However, Ballarat and Sebastopol were remarkable for the longevity 
of their gold booms (Context 2015:7).



In 1855 the area, commonly referred to as Bonshaw after the squatting run, was renamed 'Sebastopol' after Sevastopol in 
the Ukraine, the site of an important battle during the Crimean War (1853-56). The name 'Sebastopol' was also inspired 
by the realistic reportage of the war. As miners resorted to gunpowder to blast through the basaltic rock of the plateau, 
miners said the noise was like cannon fire as described in the heavy trench and artillery warfare of the Crimean War 
(Context, 2015:4). Similarly, nearby Redan was named after Redan Fort, Crimea, the location of another battle during the 
Crimean War (Jenkins 1964:unpaginated). On 1 November 1864 The Borough of Sebastopol was formed (Context 
2015:10).



In order to mine on Crown land, a license system was implemented in 1851, at the beginning of the gold rush, but was 
soon considered prohibitive by the miners and caused unrest, which lead to the Eureka uprising on 3 December 1854. As 
a result, Gold Licenses were replaced with Miner's Rights as the necessary evidence for the occupation of a claim, as 
stated in the 1855 (third) Goldfields Act. The fourth Goldfields Act of 1858 gave increased privileges to holders of 
Miner's Rights, including the right to make a residential claim. At this date, land for the purpose of a residence could not 
exceed 1/8 acre (20 perches) in extent (Wood, 1858). According to the Mining Statute of 1865, one quarter of an acre 
could be occupied for residential purposes. This allowed the construction of a house and gave the lessee the rights of an 
owner (PROV, 'Index to Residence Area Rights' description, VPRS 15678). This resulted in the establishment of gold-
mining towns such as Sebastopol (Miner's Right collection; Goldfields research centre, pers. comm., Nov 2011). The 
provision of residence areas, leased from the Crown at low rents, allowed two-thirds of miners to own their own homes, 
often small cottages 'with gardens big enough for hens and vegetables' (Dingle 1984:96). The residence areas, such as 
that found in Sebastopol, were established in response to the generally poor conditions and economic insecurity suffered 
by the majority of miners, as 'little of the gold they mined stuck to their fingers' (Dingle 1984:96). In Sebastopol, many 
houses were built while the land was held under Miner's Rights. An exception is the early commercial hub on Albert 
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Street, near Birdwood Avenue, where freehold land sales occurred in the 1860s. 



Under the 1884 Residence Areas Act, holders of Miner's Rights were now able to purchase land in gold-bearing areas, if 
they had resided on the land for two and a half years, made substantial improvements and if the land was not required for 
mining or public purposes (PROV, 'Register of purchases, residential areas' description, VPRS 14294). 



Gold mining in Sebastopol began to slow and ceased altogether after the outbreak of World War I. As a result, the 
community reduced in size, as miners sought employment elsewhere, with many of the houses removed and relocated. 
The population decrease was reflected in school enrolment numbers, particularly at Sebastopol State School No. 1167 
(Sebastopol State School c1973 pamphlet).



Post World War II the population again began to rise and the influence of postwar immigration on the area was 
significant. New industries appeared, along with many new houses (Sebastopol State School c1973 pamphlet; Context 
2015:10). Gradually, Miner's Rights were converted to freehold, with an increase evident in the 1960s in the Ballarat 
area. Certificates of Title for properties in Sebastopol indicate that Crown Grants were issued into the 1970s and 80s.



Thematic history



The following is taken from Sebastopol Heritage Study Stage 2: Volume 1 (Context 2015:8):



During 1852-54, while Sebastopol was dominated by the hastily erect tent towns, the first church services were held in a 
slab hut at Magpie Gully. Church services also took place in premises such as hotels, halls and stores. The first Wesleyan 
church for example operated out of a converted store in 1856 (Borough of Sebastopol 1964) until 1864 when the 
Wesleyan Church opened in Cheshunt Street. The mid 1860s was an important marker in the construction of permanent 
and more costly buildings in Sebastopol. Construction of the Holy Trinity Church began in 1867 and it opened the 
following year.



Many Welsh people were among the gold diggers lured to the area, congregating at the Frenchmans, Whitehorse and 
Cobblers Leads. The Welsh people worshipped together in a multidenominational congregation until 1861 when each 
denomination decided to build its own church (Borough of Sebastopol 1964). The Welsh Presbyterian Church and the 
Zion Congregational Church were established in 1861. In 1866-7 the Carmel Welsh Presbyterian church was built and in 
the same year the first Rubicon Street Methodist Church also opened. A Primitive Methodist Church opened in 1868. 
Methodism and Presbyterianism were particularly strong a presence on the goldfields because of the large numbers of 
Welsh (Methodist) and Scottish (Presbyterian) miners in the population. Methodism was also notable for its interest in 
converting and educating the working class who predominated among the diggers. The area's concentration of the Welsh 
population was demonstrated by its Welsh choir (Borough of Sebastopol 1901).



Place history



Prior to 1867, Anglican services were held at 227 Albert Street, Sebastopol in a small wooden building which was 
located behind the present church. This building no longer survives. On 16 September 1867, the cornerstone of the 
present church was laid by the Archdeacon of Geelong, the Venerable Theodore Carlos Benoni Stretch. Made from 
handmade bricks, the church was officially opened on Sunday 26 January 1868, with a sermon given by the Lord Bishop 
of Melbourne, the Rt. Rev. Charles Perry (Jenkins, 1964: unpaginated). The church was designed by promienent 
Ballaratarchitect H R Caselli (Hargraves et al., not dated), who designed other fine buildings inlcuding the Ballarat Town 
Hall, the Carmel Welsh Presbyterian Church [Sebastopol], the Ballarat Fire Station, and a number of other churches in 
and around Ballarat. The Sunday School appears to have been built soon after the church, c.1868. Caselli may have also 
designed this building.



The congregation grew with the goldmining boom and by 1870, the resultant population increase saw the extension of the 
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church to include the area where the current altar and chancel are located. A formal re-opening ceremony took place on 
13 March 1870 (Jenkins, 1964: unpaginated). The Township of Sebastopol plan indicates thatthe church formalised its 
lease agreement in 1872 when a Crown Grant was issued to 'T Bray and others' for use by the Church of England, in 
November of that year. 



A number of trees were planted around the grounds in the late nineteenth century, although only two of the orininal Elms 
survive at the rear of the property. In 1928 the church underwent repairs. In 1964 it was reported that the chancel, 
sanctuary and church in general were in good condition, as a credit to the Reverend A P L Rutter, the priest-in-charge of 
Holy Trinity, Sebastopol and All Saint's in Ballaarat South (Jenkins, 1964: unpaginated).



In the 1960s the Parish disassociated with Buninyong and a new vicarage was built at 198 Yarrowee Street, Sebastopol, 
which is still owned by the church (Father Austin and Father Richard, pers. comm., Sep 2011). A 1971 newspaper article 
reports on the dedication of the vicarage of the Sebastopol Church of England, by the Bishop of Ballarat, the Right 
Reverend W. A. Hardie. The vicarage cost a total of $17,000 (article held at SHS, 2011). 



A milestone occurred in June 2011, when the Anglican Parish of Holy Trinity returned to being its own parish, after 
decades of being part of the Parish of South Ballarat (The Courier, 'Holy Trinity stands as its own parish again', 13 June 
2011, accessed 25 Aug 2011 ).



The timber hall was relocated to its current site at 227 Albert street in the 1990s, and dates to the 1960s (Father Austin 
and Father Richard, pers. comm., Sep 2011). Its original location is not known. 



H R Caselli, architect



Henry Richards Caselli (born in Cornwall in 1816) apprenticed and practiced as a naval architect in England and was 
connected with British Military authorities. Caselli arrived in Geelong in 1853 and continued as a naval architect in 
Australia, accepting a position with Lloyd's Shipping Company as a surveyor for Corio Bay Harbour. Shortly afterwards, 
Caselli left for the goldfields and after a period as a miner, returned to practising architecture (Wickham, accessed 25 Oct 
2011). 



Within (the current) Ballarat City, Caselli designed buildings for the City and Town Fire Brigade as well as the Mitchell 
buildings, Ballarat College and Ballarat Orphan Asylum. Amongst his churches, he designed the Congregational Church, 
St Alipius (Ballarat East); St James, Little Bendigo (Ebenezer); Carmel Welsh Presbyterian Church; and the Holy Trinity 
in Sebastopol (Wickham, accessed 25 Oct 2011). 



Caselli was a leading member of the Church of England, the Chairman of the Band of Hope mining company, a Royal 
Arch Mason and member of the School of Mines, Ballarat from 1870 to 1883, before his death in 1885 (Wickham, 
accessed 25 Oct 2011). 
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Description 

 
Physical Description 

 
Holy Trinity Church and the former Sunday school (now an op shop) sit next to each other on the front of the block, with 
ample setbacks on either side. There are two massive elms at the rear of the property, at the north and south corners, 
effectively delineating the extent of the block. Behind the church is a timber hall, which was moved to the site in the 
1990s.



Church



The church is a large gable-fronted building with a steeply pitched slate roof. It was constructed with handmade bricks in 
an English bond. Many of the headers are overburnt, giving them a black glazed finish. The walls rest on rock-faced 
basalt foundations. The rearmost two bays of the nave and apse were added in 1870, using a lighter brick with fewer 
overburnt headers. The brickwork of the entire church is well detailed, with chamfered bricks used on the edges of the 
buttresses. Dressings of the buttresses and the segmentally arched label moulds to the windows are of cement render. The 
window sills are basalt.



The facade of the church has a simple timber bargeboard and lined eaves. Short corner buttresses and two tall buttresses 
flanking the central entry divide the facade into four bays. The outer bays each hold a tall, narrow window with a 
segmentally arched head, containing heavy timber tracery and diamond-pane leadlights. The entrance has a pair of ledged 
doors, also segmentally arched.



A late 20th-century arched verandah has been added over the entrance, stretching to the front gates.



The rear (east elevation) of the church has a similar timber bargeboard, and lined eaves to the facade, but the large 
window is a lancet arch filled with similar tracery to the earlier windows. A vestry projects from the 1870 apse, on the 
north side. It also has a lancet window.



The side elevations of the church are divided by buttresses, and have the same narrow segmentally arched windows as 
seen on the facade. 



Inside, the roof is supported by decorative hammer beams. The ceiling is divided into panels with a flat star motif created 
by slim stop-chamfered timbers. It is quite similar to the design used at the Carmel Welsh Church. 
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Sunday School



The former Sunday School is a small building with minimal setback from the footpath. It is gable-fronted with a gabled 
front porch. The foundations are rock-faced basalt. The walls are constructed of a handmade brick with dark-burnt 
headers in English bond, while the dressings to the diagonal corner buttresses and very simple Tudor arched window 
label moulds are of cement render. 



Atop the bricks is a layer of smooth, unruled render, which appears to be an alteration. A second layer of sloppy, sprayed-
on roughcast render was used to cover the building in the post-war period.



For a school, the building does not have much natural light. There is a small window in the face of the front porch, and 
three larger windows on the south elevation. The north elevation has an external chimney at the centre, flanked by two 
blank windows. The chimney is quite fine, narrowing to a square shaft above the eaves, and then transitioning to an 
octagonal shaft with a cement render 'cornice'. 



The front porch has an entrance door and bluestone steps on either side. The southern doorway retains its Tudor-arched 
ledged and framed timber door.



The rear of the Sunday school has a recent brick lean-to attached to it. This replaced a timber lean-to, which was taller. Its 
height is indicated by the remnants of two beams, and by the use of very soft orange bricks below this point, while harder 
brick like that used on the church is visible above.



The roof was reclad during the post-war period with cement tiles, most likely replacing slate. 



Hall



A large weatherboard hall, with a corrugated metal roof and casement windows, stands to the rear of the church. This 
structure comprises a main hall with a corrugated roof an casement window, with a lower extension at its southern end 
and a small entrance porch to the north. This is now approached via a modern brick and concrete access ramp along the 
building's western side.



At the rear of the buildings are two mature Ulmus procera English Elm which date from the nineteenth century. 


Comparative Analysis 

 
261-265 Albert Street, Sebastopol - Carmel Welsh Presbyterian Church



503 Mair Street, Ballarat - Congregational Church and Hall



St James Church, Little Bendigo (Ebenezer)



St Alipius, Ballarat East



702 Warrenheip Street, Buninyong - Holy Trinity Anglican Church

Statement of Significance 
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What is significant? 



The Holy Trinity Anglican Church Complex comprising the Holy Trinity Church (1867-8) designed by architect HR 
Caselli, the Sunday School (c1868) at 227 Albert Street, Sebastopol and the two mature Ulmus procera (English Elm) 
trees that mark the eastern corners of the property. The timber hall, relocated to the site in 2003 is not significant.



How is it significant? 



The Holy Trinity Anglican Church Complex is historical, architectural and socialsignificance to the City of Ballarat.



Why is it significant? 



The Holy Trinity Anglican Church Complexis historically significant as it represent worship on this site from the earliest 
stages of Sebastopol's development, from the first wave of mining boom in Sebastopol in the 1860s. The church is 
significant for its connection with the local architect Henry Richards Caselli. (Criterion A & H)



The church is of architectural significance as a fine example of a mid-Victorian single aisle church. The school building 
is of a fairly standard design for the period, but both buildings are prominently positioned, facing Albert Street at its 
junction with Ophir Street, and represent landmarks of aesthetic significance within the local landscape. It is of further 
architectural significance as an early example of Caselli's eclesiastical buildings on a small scale. The two English Elms 
at the rear of the property were apparently planted in the 19th century and mark the historic extent of the church block. 
They also provide a visual setting and contextfor the buildings. (Criterion E & D)



The complex is of social significance as a represenation of the collective aspirations of the local Anglican congregation to 
establish a place of worship. It demonstrates the strength and growth of the Anglican congreation in Sebastopol, 
particularly in the late nineteenth and early twentieth century. (Criterion G)
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Heritage Protection

VHR No HI No PS Yes

History and Historical Context 

 
Locality history



Sebastopol, now a part of the City of Ballarat, was first settled by Europeans in the 1830s. There are many versions of 
who the first squatters in Sebastopol were and where they squatted, but according to Jenkins and Jenkins in The Golden 
Chain (1980), several men were involved in the establishment of pastoral activities in the area, including graziers 
William Cross Yuille, his brother Archie Yuille, Henry Anderson and T Learmonth.



The gold rushes, from 1851 through 1861, brought a new and transformative influx of people into the area. At the 
beginning of the era in the early 1850s, Sebastopol was a collection of tent towns. In 1852, deep lead mining technology 
and methods were first introduced to the Ballarat and Sebastopol goldfields by the newly arrived Cornish, Welsh, Irish 
and Scottish miners (Context 2015:3; Croggon 2002:26, 98). Successful mines in West Ballarat and Sebastopol were the 
Prince of Wales, Albion and the Working Miners, while the Band of Hope and Albion Consols mines were the area's 
largest and wealthiest (Context 2015:4-6).



From the 1850s, the town grew rapidly, particularly around its main centres of Cobblers' Hill, Victoria Street and along 
Albert Street (the focus of the town), and the tent towns gradually merged into formally surveyed town allotments. Cobb 
and Co's coaches passed through the area daily, and McLennans house removers operated in the area. Their business was 
testament to the shifting nature of population on the goldfields, as diggers chased new gold leads around the region, 
taking their houses and other buildings with them. However, Ballarat and Sebastopol were remarkable for the longevity 
of their gold booms (Context 2015:7).



In 1855 the area, commonly referred to as Bonshaw after the squatting run, was renamed 'Sebastopol' after Sevastopol in 
the Ukraine, the site of an important battle during the Crimean War (1853-56). The name 'Sebastopol' was also inspired 
by the realistic reportage of the war. As miners resorted to gunpowder to blast through the basaltic rock of the plateau, 
miners said the noise was like cannon fire as described in the heavy trench and artillery warfare of the Crimean War 
(Context 2015:4). Similarly, nearby Redan was named after Redan Fort, Crimea, the location of another battle during the 
Crimean War (Jenkins 1964:unpaginated). On 1 November 1864 The Borough of Sebastopol was formed (Context 
2015:10).



In order to mine on Crown land, a license system was implemented in 1851, at the beginning of the gold rush, but was 
soon considered prohibitive by the miners and caused unrest, which lead to the Eureka uprising on 3 December 1854. As 
a result, Gold Licenses were replaced with Miner's Rights as the necessary evidence for the occupation of a claim, as 
stated in the 1855 (third) Goldfields Act. The fourth Goldfields Act of 1858 gave increased privileges to holders of 
Miner's Rights, including the right to make a residential claim. At this date, land for the purpose of a residence could not 
exceed 1/8 acre (20 perches) in extent (Wood, 1858). According to the Mining Statute of 1865, one quarter of an acre 
could be occupied for residential purposes. This allowed the construction of a house and gave the lessee the rights of an 
owner (PROV, 'Index to Residence Area Rights' description, VPRS 15678). This resulted in the establishment of gold-
mining towns such as Sebastopol (Miner's Right collection; Goldfields research centre, pers. comm., Nov 2011). The 
provision of residence areas, leased from the Crown at low rents, allowed two-thirds of miners to own their own homes, 
often small cottages 'with gardens big enough for hens and vegetables' (Dingle 1984:96). The residence areas, such as 
that found in Sebastopol, were established in response to the generally poor conditions and economic insecurity suffered 
by the majority of miners, as 'little of the gold they mined stuck to their fingers' (Dingle 1984:96). In Sebastopol, many 
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houses were built while the land was held under Miner's Rights. An exception is the early commercial hub on Albert 
Street, near Birdwood Avenue, where freehold land sales occurred in the 1860s. 



Under the 1884 Residence Areas Act, holders of Miner's Rights were now able to purchase land in gold-bearing areas, if 
they had resided on the land for two and a half years, made substantial improvements and if the land was not required for 
mining or public purposes (PROV, 'Register of purchases, residential areas' description, VPRS 14294). 



Gold mining in Sebastopol began to slow and ceased altogether after the outbreak of World War I. As a result, the 
community reduced in size, as miners sought employment elsewhere, with many of the houses removed and relocated. 
The population decrease was reflected in school enrolment numbers, particularly at Sebastopol State School No. 1167 
(Sebastopol State School c1973 pamphlet).



Post World War II the population again began to rise and the influence of postwar immigration on the area was 
significant. New industries appeared, along with many new houses (Sebastopol State School c1973 pamphlet; Context 
2015:10). Gradually, Miner's Rights were converted to freehold, with an increase evident in the 1960s in the Ballarat 
area. Certificates of Title for properties in Sebastopol indicate that Crown Grants were issued into the 1970s and 80s.



Thematic history



The following is taken from Sebastopol Heritage Study Stage 2: Volume 1 (Context 2015:8):



During 1852-54, while Sebastopol was dominated by the hastily erected tent towns, the first church services were held in 
a slab hut at nearby Magpie Gully. Church services also took place in premises such as hotels, halls and stores. The first 
Wesleyan church for example operated out of a converted store in 1856 (Borough of Sebastopol 1964) until 1864 when 
the Wesleyan Church opened in Cheshunt Street. The mid 1860s was an important marker in the construction of 
permanent and more costly buildings in Sebastopol. Construction of the Holy Trinity Church began in 1867 and it opened 
the following year.



Many Welsh people were among the gold diggers lured to the area, congregating at the Frenchmans, Whitehorse and 
Cobblers Leads. The Welsh people worshipped together in a multidenominational congregation until 1861 when each 
denomination decided to build its own church (Borough of Sebastopol 1964). The Welsh Presbyterian Church and the 
Zion Congregational Church were established in 1861. In 1866-7 the Carmel Welsh Presbyterian church was built and in 
the same year the first Rubicon Street Methodist Church also opened. A Primitive Methodist Church opened in 1868. 
Methodism and Presbyterianism were particularly strong a presence on the goldfields because of the large numbers of 
Welsh (Methodist) and Scottish (Presbyterian) miners in the population. Methodism was also notable for its interest in 
converting and educating the working class who predominated among the diggers. The area's concentration of the Welsh 
population was demonstrated by its Welsh choir (Borough of Sebastopol 1901).



Place history



Church



The 1850s gold rush brought many Welshman to the mines, and with them their religious beliefs. The first Welsh church 
was built on the banks of the Yarrowee Creek on Morgan Street east in 1855 and was a simple, timber clad building. To 
move with the miners, this church was relocated to Edwards Street and extended (Jenkins, 1964:unpaginated).



The Mine and Weekly Star reported on 31 December 1858 that on Christmas day the Welsh residents of Ballarat held a 
grand Esiteddford in the United Presbyterian Church on Armstrong Street. Welsh choirs from Ballarat, Sebastopol and 
Cambria performed. This annual Welsh Eisteddfod began as early as 1855 and continues today (Sebastopol History 
Timeline, '1900s', accessed 25/8/2011; Gray, 2011:unpaginated; SHS, 2011). 
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In 1861 the three Welsh denominations decided to separate, resulting in three chapels during this period; providing for 
Baptists, Presbyterians and Congregationalists. The Presbyterians remained in the old church on Edwards Street (Jenkins, 
1964:unpaginated) while the Baptists and Congregationalists established places of worship in other locations. 



During the 1860s Sebastopol was home to the arguably some of the most progressive Welsh congregations in the colony 
(Jenkins & Jenkins 1980:129), such as the the Carmel Welsh Presbyterian Church Band of Hope, established byJohn 
Morgan in June 1863, the firstBand of Hope Society in Australia. The Society continued until 1914 (Jenkins, 1991:3). 
The Band of Hope was a part of the temperance movement, established in England in 1847. It was often linked with 
churches and classes were held in conjunction with Sunday school, educating children and promoting self-improvement 
(Museum Victoria, accessed 25 Oct 2011). 



In 1864 the Welsh Presbyterians received a Government grant of two acres on Albert Street (Jenkins, 1964:unpaginated), 
although the grant was actually issued to the Calvinistic Methodists (Jenkins, 1991:3). The original church at 261 Albert 
Street was a tent-like structure; a slab building with a canvas roof (Gray, pers. comm., 2011). The Reverend W M Evans 
began to minister at the Church on 1 May 1864. Reverend Evans is claimed to be the first Reverend to have preached a 
sermon in Welsh in Australia, during a previous visit to South Australia (Jenkins, 1991:3). 



The foundation stone for the existing church was laid on 3 March 1865 by Mary Richards, wife of deacon Ellis Richards 
(Gray, 2011:unpaginated). Placed under the foundation stone was a bottle containing coins, papers in English and Welsh 
and a document giving the early history of the Connexion (Jenkins, 1964:unpaginated). The Connexion is a Christian 
denomination from the nineteenth century which focussed on liberty in faith and practice, negating human creeds with the 
Bible as the only authority (Himes, 1838:363-364).



The existing church was built in 1865-6 (National Trust citation B2708). A building committee employed the architect R 
H Caselli and contractor Clarke and Co. to build the church, at a cost of £810 for the building and £2184 with fittings 
upon its completion. It is reported that the church was built from stone that was quarried 1km from the site (The Courier, 
21 April 1988:21; Jenkins, 1991:5), howver the currentReverend (Rev. Gray) suggests that the basalt came from the 
overburden of the mine to the rear of the church (Gray, pers. comm., 2011). The Welsh choir was reported to be possibly 
the best choir in Victoria in the 1860s and 1870s, and raised much of the money for construction (Jenkins, 
1964:unpaginated). On the interior of the church, two stone brackets are evident to allow for the construction of a gallery 
level, which never eventuated (Jenkins, 1991:103).



The church was officially opened on the second Sunday of April (10 April) 1866 by the Reverend R T Walker and 
Reverend W Henderson, both of Ballarat (Jenkins, 1964:unpaginated).



The Township of Sebastopol plan indicates that the land for use by the Welsh Presbyterian church was issued to 'WM 
Evans and others' in October 1868. At this date the land totalled two acres. 



Gray (2011:unpaginated) credits the Welsh community with the naming of the Borough of Sebastopol in 1865. Many of 
the Welsh had fought in the Crimean War, where the Charge of the Light Brigade took place at Sevastopol, Russia. 
Coming to Australia, the Welsh men heard the poppet heads of the mines along Albert Street and said that it reminded 
them of gunshots in Sevastopol (which sounds like Sebastopol in Welsh). 



In 1880 gas was installed in the Church and Sunday school, and in 1884 the first organ was installed in the church. This is 
now located in the Sebastopol Historical Society Museum, in 1991. The pulpit and pews of the church are all constructed 
from cedar and were reportedly made within the church (Jenkins, 1991:3 & 93-95). 



Significant alterations were undertaken to the church in the early 1920s due to structural cracks appearing in the walls. 
Attempts to flood the foundations with water were unsuccessful, and in 1924, steelrods were inserted to stablise the walls 
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and thewhole of the church was underpinned with two feet of concrete. In 1927 the original cast iron guttering was 
replaced (Jenkins, 1991:35 & 96).



A marble memorial plaque on the interior of the north porch states that the porch was gifted by Dr William E. Davies on 
1 October 1928. On it Dr Davies, who died in 1928, is described as 'a true physician and generous friend'. 



In the 1950s, repairs were carried out internally and externally. Internally, new carpets were laid, the floorboards of the 
porch were replaced withtiles added, and the worn bluestone step was replaced with one from the Primitive Methodist 
Church in Beverin Street. Externally, loose mortar was replaced with cement. A toilet block was constructed in 1969, and 
in 1972 the leadlight windows were covered with wire. In 1976 the timber on the exterior of the building, including the 
eaves and finials, was replaced (Jenkins, 1991:35 & 101-3). 



The National Trust citation (B2708) indicates that it is the only identified Welsh Presbyterian Church that survives in 
Victoria. The church was classified by the National Trust of Australia (Victoria) in March 1988 (National Trust citation 
B2708). It was the first building in Sebastopol to be classified by the National Trust (The Courier, 21 April 1988:21). The 
Courier (21 April 1988:21) suggested that it was probably the only church in Australia which was completely finished in 
cedar, including the original pews. The church underwent internal reconditioning in the mid 1980s. 



Mature trees surrounding the church were planted by parishioners in the 1910s. Evan Jenkins remembers that at this time, 
the two acres surrounding the church was planted with trees to fill the otherwise barren landscape. Many boys assisted 
with the digging and planting of a number of varieties of trees, which were all planted in rows. The two redwoods near 
the main gate were planted by James Hughes and Mr Richards. A pine tree was planted by Evan Jenkins himself. Later, 
twelve or more trees were sold to the local saw-mill (Jenkins, 1991:13). 



The original stable waslocated in thenorth-east corner of the allotment, this has been demolished. A large hall remains 
east of the church (behind, from the street), which was originally Bethel Hall Sunday school. Sir Robert Menzies (Prime 
Minister from 1933-1941) was said to have attended Sunday school in this building at its original location. This hall was 
moved from Ballarat to Carmel Welsh in Sebastopol in 1936 (Jenkins, 1991:14; NLA, accessed 7 Sep 2011).



Bethel Hall



The current Bethel Hall was opened on 10 March, 1973 by Reverend R H Barnes. The hall was built in place of an earlier 
Sunday school, which was demolished (Jenkins, 1991:14;). 



The earlier Sunday School was originally the Welsh Church at Snake Valley and was purchased and relocated to Albert 
Street in 1880 (Jenkins, 1991:14). 



Fence



The original fence was a high paling fence, which was replaced with a white picket fence and ornamental gates in the 
1890s. In 1923 a cyclone fence was erected. This was replaced with the existing white brick fence in 1964, which has two 
sets of gates. The northern gate has a plaque which states these gates were 'presented by Mr. and Mrs. A. M. Sperber and 
family, in memory of the late Edward M. Sperber'. A plaque on the southern gates indicates that this set was presented by 
'the family of the late Mr. and Mrs. Evan Jenkins, to their memory'. Neither memorial plaque is dated.



Manse



The manse at 261 Albert Street, was built in 1947, when Mr Reg Worthy was the minister at the Church. The manse was 
built by J F Owen (who also built the Methodist Church at 104 Albert Street ) at a total cost of £1,569. Mr Owen was also 
a Councillor of Sebastopol and was Mayor of Sebastopol several times (SHS notes, 2011). 
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H R Caselli, architect



Henry Richards Caselli (born in Cornwall in 1816) apprenticed and practiced as a naval architect in England and was 
connected with British Military authorities. Caselli arrived in Geelong in 1853 and continued as a naval architect in 
Australia, accepting a position with Lloyd's Shipping Company as a surveyor for Corio Bay Harbour. Shortly afterwards, 
Caselli left for the goldfields and after a period as a miner, returned to practicing architecture (Wickham, accessed 25 Oct 
2011). 



Within (the current) Ballarat City, Caselli designed buildings for the City and Town Fire Brigade as well as the Mitchell 
buildings, Ballarat College and Ballarat Orphan Asylum. Amongst his churches, he designed the Congregational Church, 
St Alipius (Ballarat East); St James, Little Bendigo (Ebenezer); Carmel Welsh Presbyterian Church; and the Holy Trinity 
in Sebastopol (Wickham, accessed 25 Oct 2011). 



Caselli was a leading member of the Church of England, the Chairman of the Band of Hope mining company, a Royal 
Arch Mason and member of the School of Mines, Ballarat from 1870 to 1883, before his death in 1885 (Wickham, 
accessed 25 Oct 2011). 
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Public Records Office, Victoria (PROV), 'Index to Residence Area Rights' description, VPRS 15678. 
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Description 

 
Physical Description 

 
Carmel Welsh Church of 1865-6 is a small basalt building with a slate roof, set well back from the footpath. To its rear is 
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the current manse, a modern building, while the 1947 manse is situated on the north side of the site, near the street (at 261 
Albert Street). Between it and the church is the 1970s hall built of cinder block. At the rear of the church is a timber hall, 
which was relocated to the site in 1936. 



Church 



The church is constructed of basalt worked in a variety of methods and with the utmost skill. The walls are coursed 
squared rubble, the buttresses are mostly smoothly dressed with small insets of rock-faced stone, the door and window 
reveals are also smoothly dressed with stop chamfering, while the projecting label moulds to these openings are also 
dressed stone. The combination of these textures provides additional modelling with light and dark areas.



The building combines Italian Renaissance elements with medieval buttresses. The narrow windows have arched heads 
and label moulds, while the timber tracery is in the Italian Renaissance form of double arches below a circular motif. 
Three of these windows surmount the central entrance. Above the tallest, middle window is a semi-circular louvered vent 
with its own label mould. The front arched doors are ledged and have large, decorative wrought-iron hinges. The chunky 
gable eaves are supported by large raking modillions, and the timber finial is unusually large and rectilinear. 



The church is five bays long, divided by buttresses, with arched windows with voussoirs creating the arch and the same 
timber tracery as on the facade. 



On the north side elevation, the 1928 porch has been added to the fourth bay from the front. It has a parapeted gable front, 
and was constructed of coursed squared basalt rubble, but it lacks the interplay between dressed and rock-faced stone of 
the rest of the church. Instead, there are voussoirs and a keystone above the arched entrance doors (ledged and framed 
with arched glazing at the top). The small window on the west elevation of the porch copies the double-arched tracery of 
the original windows. The roof of the porch is slate, and the rafter ends are exposed - a detail that was popular in the early 
20th century.



The rear elevation of the church is very similar to the front (eaves, modillions, finial, and arched windows in the two side 
bays), but the central bay is blank apart from a semi-circular vent at the apex, and the three arched openings have simpler 
rock-faced voussoirs instead of dressed stone label moulds.



Inside, the walls are ruled render, emulating stone. It has hammer beam trusses supporting the roof, with lining boards in 
between. The lining boards are divided into panels with a flat star motif created by slim stop-chamfered timbers. Both the 
trusses and ceiling panels feature graining, which may be original.



Overall, the church is highly intact to its 1860s appearance, apart from the addition of the 1928 porch, and the 
replacement of the timber tracery in two of the side windows with stained glass.



Manse



The 1947 manse is a hipped-roof brick dwelling with a design typical for its era, but displaying careful and creative 
detailing. The walls are red brick with cream brick accents. There is a matching brick fence with steel gates at the front of 
the house. The cream bricks are used to great effect in 'speed whiskers' of varying lengths on the front fence and front 
porch.



The hipped roof is pyramidal with a slightly projecting front bay on the left-hand side. It is clad in terracotta tiles and 
accented by three exaggeratedly tall external chimneys. The red brick chimneys have cream brick strips at the top.



At the front, there are two banks of three windows wrapping around the corner, in a fashionable manner. These timber 
sashes are divided into two horizontal panes - another detail popular in the 1930s and '40s. The central front porch has a 
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flat roof, cream brick piers and a solid brick balustrade. It has been in-filled - the only external alteration noted to the 
manse.



Trees



Mature trees planted throughout the site make an important contribution to the setting of the church. In particular, a pair 
of Sequoia giganteum (Giant Redwood) mark the entry to the church, and frame the facade. A row of (1) Quercus robur 
(English Oak) and (2) English Elm (Ulmus procera) line the driveway on the south side of the church, and other 
specimens are planted on the east and north boundaries of the site. 


Comparative Analysis 

 
212 Armstrong Street, Ballarat - Ebenezer Presbyterian Church and Hall



301 Learmonth Street, Buninyong - Presbyterian Church (former)



309 Scott Street, Buninyong - Presbyterian Manse (former)

Statement of Significance 

 
What is significant?



The Carmel Welsh Presbyterian Church Complex at 261-265 Albert Street dates from 1864 when the land was granted to 
a group of Welsh Presbyterians to erect a place of worship. The complex comprises the significant bluestone church 
(1865-6), plantings of Quercus robur (English Oak) on the north, east and southern boundaries of the complex (c1864 
and c1910), a pair of Sequoia giganteum (Giant Redwood) which mark the traditional church entry (c1910); a row of 1 
Quercus robur (English Oak) and 2 Ulmus procera (English Elms) on the southern side of the entry to the church; the 
brick manse, located at 261 Albert Street, dating from 1947, with its original brick fence, and the timber Sunday School 
hall, located at the rear of the church, which was relocated to the site in 1936 from Ballarat. The Church's current front 
fence, constructed of brick piers linked by mesh, and the brick entrance is contemporary to the1960s with memorial 
plaques dates from 1964 is considered significant as a repository for memorial plaques rather than for the fabric itself. A 
large Besser-block hall, located to the north of the church is not considered significant, nor is the modern manse, located 
at the rear of the property. 



How is it significant? 



Carmel Welsh Presbyterian Church complexis of social, historical and architectural significance to the community of 
Sebastopol and the City of Ballarat. 



Why is it significant? 



Carmel Welsh Presbyterian Church complex is historically significant in that it represents a history of worship by the 
Welsh community at the site since at least 1864. Having been attracted to the area during the mining boom in the 1850s, 
the Welsh played a key role in the development of early Sebastopol through the technologies they imported to the local 
deep lead mining industry and the contribution they made to the spiritual and civic life of the town. Welsh culture in the 
area is still manifest, as demonstrated by the annual Eisteddfod and Welsh choirs. (Criterion A and G)



The church is historically significant as having been built to the design of the prominent architect and Anglican, Henry 
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Richards Caselli. Caselli designed most of the Anglican buildings in and around Ballarat, as well as the Ballarat Town 
Hall and other important public buildings. (Criterion A and H) 



The church is historically significant for its connection to Reverend W M Evans who is claimed to be the first Reverend 
to have preached a Welsh sermon in Australia and began to minister at the Church in 1864. Sir Robert Menzies (Prime 
Minister from 1933-1941) was said to have attended Sunday school in the hall to the east of the church at its original 
location. (Criterion H)



The church is architecturally significant as a fine example of a mid 19th century bluestone church in the Italian 
Renaissance style. Of particular note are the finely detailed timber windows which have double arches beneath a circular 
motif in the Italian Renaissance style, the finely worked bluestone which creates a deliberate interplay between shade and 
light, the large rectilinear finials and the large decorative wrought iron hinges on the doors. The church is a rare surviving 
example of a Welsh Presbyterian Church, one that the National Trust records as the only identified example in Victoria. 
(Criterion E & B)



The mature trees surrounding the church are socially significant in that they were planted by parishioners in the 1860s 
and then further plantings took place in the 1910s. The church is a representation of the collective aspirations of the local 
congregation to establish a place of worship, which has served as an important community building throughout the 
nineteenth and twentieth centuries. The front entrance established with the front fence in 1964 is a memorial to past 
parishioners as evidenced by the memorial plaques in the fence.(Criterion G)
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Locality history



Sebastopol, now a part of the City of Ballarat, was first settled by Europeans in the 1830s. There are many versions of 
who the first squatters in Sebastopol were and where they squatted, but according to Jenkins and Jenkins in The Golden 
Chain (1980), several men were involved in the establishment of pastoral activities in the area, including graziers 
William Cross Yuille, his brother Archie Yuille, Henry Anderson and T Learmonth.



The gold rushes, from 1851 through 1861, brought a new and transformative influx of people into the area. At the 
beginning of the era in the early 1850s, Sebastopol was a collection of tent towns. In 1852, deep lead mining technology 
and methods were first introduced to the Ballarat and Sebastopol goldfields by the newly arrived Cornish, Welsh, Irish 
and Scottish miners (Context 2015:3; Croggon 2002:26, 98). Successful mines in West Ballarat and Sebastopol were the 
Prince of Wales, Albion and the Working Miners, while the Band of Hope and Albion Consols mines were the area's 
largest and wealthiest (Context 2015:4-6).



From the 1850s, the town grew rapidly, particularly around its main centres of Cobblers' Hill, Victoria Street and along 
Albert Street (the focus of the town), and the tent towns gradually merged into formally surveyed town allotments. Cobb 
and Co's coaches passed through the area daily, and McLennans house removers operated in the area. Their business was 
testament to the shifting nature of population on the goldfields, as diggers chased new gold leads around the region, 
taking their houses and other buildings with them. However, Ballarat and Sebastopol were remarkable for the longevity 
of their gold booms (Context 2015:7).



In 1855 the area, commonly referred to as Bonshaw after the squatting run, was renamed 'Sebastopol' after Sevastopol in 
the Ukraine, the site of an important battle during the Crimean War (1853-56). The name 'Sebastopol' was also inspired 
by the realistic reportage of the war. As miners resorted to gunpowder to blast through the basaltic rock of the plateau, 
miners said the noise was like cannon fire as described in the heavy trench and artillery warfare of the Crimean War 
(Context 2015:4). Similarly, nearby Redan was named after Redan Fort, Crimea, the location of another battle during the 
Crimean War (Jenkins 1964:unpaginated). On 1 November 1864 The Borough of Sebastopol was formed (Context 
2015:10).



In order to mine on Crown land, a license system was implemented in 1851, at the beginning of the gold rush, but was 
soon considered prohibitive by the miners and caused unrest, which lead to the Eureka uprising on 3 December 1854. As 
a result, Gold Licenses were replaced with Miner's Rights as the necessary evidence for the occupation of a claim, as 
stated in the 1855 (third) Goldfields Act. The fourth Goldfields Act of 1858 gave increased privileges to holders of 
Miner's Rights, including the right to make a residential claim. At this date, land for the purpose of a residence could not 
exceed 1/8 acre (20 perches) in extent (Wood, 1858). According to the Mining Statute of 1865, one quarter of an acre 
could be occupied for residential purposes. This allowed the construction of a house and gave the lessee the rights of an 
owner (PROV, 'Index to Residence Area Rights' description, VPRS 15678). This resulted in the establishment of gold-
mining towns such as Sebastopol (Miner's Right collection; Goldfields research centre, pers. comm., Nov 2011). The 
provision of residence areas, leased from the Crown at low rents, allowed two-thirds of miners to own their own homes, 
often small cottages 'with gardens big enough for hens and vegetables' (Dingle 1984:96). The residence areas, such as 
that found in Sebastopol, were established in response to the generally poor conditions and economic insecurity suffered 
by the majority of miners, as 'little of the gold they mined stuck to their fingers' (Dingle 1984:96). In Sebastopol, many 
houses were built while the land was held under Miner's Rights. An exception is the early commercial hub on Albert 
Street, near Birdwood Avenue, where freehold land sales occurred in the 1860s. 



Under the 1884 Residence Areas Act, holders of Miner's Rights were now able to purchase land in gold-bearing areas, if 
they had resided on the land for two and a half years, made substantial improvements and if the land was not required for 
mining or public purposes (PROV, 'Register of purchases, residential areas' description, VPRS 14294). 



Gold mining in Sebastopol began to slow and ceased altogether after the outbreak of World War I. As a result, the 
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community reduced in size, as miners sought employment elsewhere, with many of the houses removed and relocated. 
The population decrease was reflected in school enrolment numbers, particularly at Sebastopol State School No. 1167 
(Sebastopol State School c1973 pamphlet).



Post World War II the population again began to rise and the influence of postwar immigration on the area was 
significant. New industries appeared, along with many new houses (Sebastopol State School c1973 pamphlet; Context 
2015:10). Gradually, Miner's Rights were converted to freehold, with an increase evident in the 1960s in the Ballarat 
area. Certificates of Title for properties in Sebastopol indicate that Crown Grants were issued into the 1970s and 80s.



Thematic history



From the time Sebastopol was surveyed, the town grey rapidly, particularly around its main centres Cobblers' Hill, 
Victoria Street and along Albert Street. Albert Street, or 'Government Road' as it was known in its early days, was the 
focus of the town. Other areas of activity were Victoria Street, Cobblers' Hill, and northern Sebastopol. Many of the 
hotels served the miners. Hotels on Victoria Street included Marshall's Hotel, Herring's Public Houses and Blanch's 
Hotel. Cobblers' Hill was a locus of hotels and public houses, of which there were no less than 77 in Sebastopol in 1870. 
Its hotels included those in Queen Street - the Royal Mail, Mitchell's Royal, Queen's Hotel, Tregedar Arms, Prince of 
Wales and Prince Alfred. In the northern area of Sebastopol there were 13 hotels on the Smythesdale Road, including the 
Ploughman's Hotel (on the corner of Tait Street). Churches and temperance halls mixed closely with hotels and breweries 
in the heady milieu of the gold rush era with its mix of politics, alcohol and religion (Context, 2015:7). 



Place history



The original Royal Mail Hotel was opened in 1865 by J Leonard (Jenkins & Jenkins, 1980:133). In its early days, 
the back paddock behind the hotel was owned by the Ballarat Brewing Company and used by them as a storage space 
(SHS pers. comm., Sep 2011). 



The Township of Sebastopol plan indicates that Crown Grant for the land upon which the hotel is located, and land to the 
west (to the rear of the hotel) was issued to 'J Murton and others' in October 1867. The location of the Royal Mail, on the 
corner of Albert and Queen Street was well placed to capture trade from a variety of clientele. Queen Street led directly to 
a number of the larger working mines in the area, and Albert Street acted as the major thoroughfare and stock route in the 
nineteenth century. 



The original Royal Mail Hotel was a modest single storey weatherboard building. An early photograph of the building 
shows itwith a main entrance on the south-east corner, reflecting the previous commercial premises and activity of Queen 
Street. A low parapet runs the width of the east and south elevations, bearing the name of the hotel. 



The hotel is known to have reopened in 1924 after a fire severely damaged the timber building (SHS pers. comm., Sep 
2011). The current brick facade clearly dates to 1924 and is inscribed 'Royal Mail Hotel, 1924'. The complexity of the 
existing roof form indicates that surviving elements of the original structure were incorporated in the 1924 
reconstruction.



The building has been operating continuously as a hotel since the Royal Mail Hotel was opened in the 1860s (SHS pers. 
comm., Sep 2011).



In 2011 the Royal Mail Hotel was up for sale, at which time the agents advertised that it had been recently refurbished. It 
was also noted that it had a bottle shop, permit and drawings to construct a 43 unit motel and managers residence (Real 
Commercial listing for 288-290 Albert Street, accessed 25 Aug 2011). 



Sources
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Description 

 
Physical Description 

 
The Royal Mail Hotel is a red brick building with complex hipped roofs hidden behind the front parapet, located on a 
corner site. At the north rear is a residence, now integrated into the hotel. On the south side are a modern drive-in bottle 
shop and smokers' area built up against the wall of the hotel.



The entire building is clad in hard red bricks, dating to the 1924 post-fire reconstruction. The extremely complex array of 
hipped roofs, however, suggests that some of the earlier structure (most likely the L-shaped section along the two street 
fronts) was incorporated into the present building, though no pre-1920s chimneys survive.



The facade, facing Albert Street, is quite long. Its dominant feature is the parapet, which shows both the influence of the 
Federation Free Classical style as well as geometric tendencies characteristic of the 1920s. At the centre of the parapet is 
a short reverse arched panel of roughcast render, with a raised date ('1924'). To either side are long panels, bracketed by 
short piers and geometric scrolls carried out in render. A rendered cornice divides the parapet from a rendered band 
displaying the hotel's name ('Royal Mail'), also in raised and slightly stylised lettering.



The brickwork of the facade is tuckpointed, and the windows and doors have cement-rendered lintels (overpainted). The 
window sills are of bullnose brick, as are the reveals of the two original (southern) doorways. The doorways have 
bluestone sills, one of which retains a triangular mason's mark. The large southernmost window was once divided into 
six fixed panes (indicated by scars). The three other windows to this elevation are one-over-one double-hung sashes. 



The parapet slopes down and terminates on the south elevation, facing Queen Street, leaving the corrugated-iron clad 
hipped roof visible. The bricks of this, and the other minor elevations, are not tuckpointed. This elevation, while largely 
concealed by modern accretions, retains the only original external door identified (a ledged door, cut down and windows 
inserted), as well as original hatch doors to the cellar (also cut down), and unpainted cement render lintels to the door and 
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a window - indicating their original appearance.



The north elevation has an identical termination to the front parapet, revealing a number of hipped roofs and 1920s 
chimneys (red brick with a soldier course at the top). At the rear of this section is the former residence, which has a 
pyramidal hipped roof and appears to date from the 1920s. This building has since been linked to the hotel by a gabled 
link. The walls have been rendered, covering the face brick.



The interior has been extensively remodelled. The only early element identified is an arched brick fireplace of c1924 in 
the dining room. 


Comparative Analysis 

 
848 Tait Street, Sebastopol - Ploughmans Arms Hotel (former)



196 Albert Street, Sebastopol - Exchange Hotel (former)

Statement of Significance 

 
What is significant? 



The Royal Mail Hotel at 288-290 Albert Street, Sebastopol, originally built in 1865 and reconstructed in 1924. The 
remnants of the 1865 structure and the extent of the 1924 reconstruction are considered to be significant. The 1924 
reconstruction comprises a long red brick clad building, L-shaped in plan, addressing Albert Street. The facade is 
dominated by a parapet featuring a roughcast rendered reverse arched panel with raised numerals ('1924') above a 
rendered panel displaying the hotel's name ('Royal Mail Hotel') in raised lettering. A rendered brick residence is attached 
to the rear of the hotel by a gabled link.



How is it significant? 



The Royal Mail Hotel is of historic and architectural significance to the City of Ballarat. 



Why is it significant? 



The Royal Mail Hotel is of historic significance as one of the oldest continuously occupied hotels in Sebastopol. It is a 
rare surving example of a hotel within the township, which had as many as seventy in operation prior to 1900. It was 
erected in 1864 as a modest weatherboard hotel to provide refreshments and entertainment to the burgeoning population 
of the local Sebastopol goldfields and continues to operate as a hotel today. It representstwo important periods in 
Sebastopol - the deep lead mining period (the early fabric) and the prosperity and optimism of theearly 1920s. (Criterion 
A)



The Royal Mail Hotel is of architectural significance as a handsome interwar hotel on a prominent corner site. It forms a 
landmark due to its style and placement on the corner site. It is distinguished by a striking parapet along the Albert Street 
facade which shows the influence of the Federation Free Classical style, updated with a 1920s geometricism. (Criterion E)

Royal Mail Hotel
Hermes No 183809 Place Citation Report

01:53 PM26-Jun-2015

HERITAGE CITATION REPORT

203



Recommendations 2015 

 

-

-

- 

- 

-

-

-

External Paint Controls

Internal Alteration Controls

Tree Controls

Fences & Outbuildings

Prohibited Uses May Be Permitted

Incorporated Plan

Aboriginal Heritage Place

Royal Mail Hotel
Hermes No 183809 Place Citation Report

01:53 PM26-Jun-2015

HERITAGE CITATION REPORT

204



HERITAGE CITATION REPORT

Name Former Prince of Wales and Bonshaw Company gold 
mining site and mine managers residence

Address 362 Albert Street SEBASTOPOL Significance Level Local

Place Type Gold Mining Site,House

Citation Date 2015

Former Prince of Wales and Bonshaw Company gold mining site and mine managers residence
Hermes No 183755 Place Citation Report

01:53 PM26-Jun-2015

205



Recommended 
Heritage Protection

VHR No HI No PS Yes

Integrity 

 
The residence is in good condition externally and retains a high degree of integrity. The mine site has lost a large amount 
of fabric, but retains a number of significant elements that are intact. 


History and Historical Context 

 
Locality history



Sebastopol, now a part of the City of Ballarat, was first settled by Europeans in the 1830s. There are many versions of 
who the first squatters in Sebastopol were and where they squatted, but according to Jenkins and Jenkins in The Golden 
Chain (1980), several men were involved in the establishment of pastoral activities in the area, including graziers 
William Cross Yuille, his brother Archie Yuille, Henry Anderson and T Learmonth.



The gold rushes, from 1851 through 1861, brought a new and transformative influx of people into the area. At the 
beginning of the era in the early 1850s, Sebastopol was a collection of tent towns. In 1852, deep lead mining technology 
and methods were first introduced to the Ballarat and Sebastopol goldfields by the newly arrived Cornish, Welsh, Irish 
and Scottish miners (Context 2015:3; Croggon 2002:26, 98). Successful mines in West Ballarat and Sebastopol were the 
Prince of Wales, Albion and the Working Miners, while the Band of Hope and Albion Consols mines were the area's 
largest and wealthiest (Context 2015:4-6).



From the 1850s, the town grew rapidly, particularly around its main centres of Cobblers' Hill, Victoria Street and along 
Albert Street (the focus of the town), and the tent towns gradually merged into formally surveyed town allotments. Cobb 
and Co's coaches passed through the area daily, and McLennans house removers operated in the area. Their business was 
testament to the shifting nature of population on the goldfields, as diggers chased new gold leads around the region, 
taking their houses and other buildings with them. However, Ballarat and Sebastopol were remarkable for the longevity 
of their gold booms (Context 2015:7).



In 1855 the area, commonly referred to as Bonshaw after the squatting run, was renamed 'Sebastopol' after Sevastopol in 
the Ukraine, the site of an important battle during the Crimean War (1853-56). The name 'Sebastopol' was also inspired 
by the realistic reportage of the war. As miners resorted to gunpowder to blast through the basaltic rock of the plateau, 
miners said the noise was like cannon fire as described in the heavy trench and artillery warfare of the Crimean War 
(Context 2015:4). Similarly, nearby Redan was named after Redan Fort, Crimea, the location of another battle during the 
Crimean War (Jenkins 1964:unpaginated). On 1 November 1864 The Borough of Sebastopol was formed (Context 
2015:10).



In order to mine on Crown land, a license system was implemented in 1851, at the beginning of the gold rush, but was 
soon considered prohibitive by the miners and caused unrest, which lead to the Eureka uprising on 3 December 1854. As 
a result, Gold Licenses were replaced with Miner's Rights as the necessary evidence for the occupation of a claim, as 
stated in the 1855 (third) Goldfields Act. The fourth Goldfields Act of 1858 gave increased privileges to holders of 
Miner's Rights, including the right to make a residential claim. At this date, land for the purpose of a residence could not 
exceed 1/8 acre (20 perches) in extent (Wood, 1858). According to the Mining Statute of 1865, one quarter of an acre 
could be occupied for residential purposes. This allowed the construction of a house and gave the lessee the rights of an 
owner (PROV, 'Index to Residence Area Rights' description, VPRS 15678). This resulted in the establishment of gold-
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mining towns such as Sebastopol (Miner's Right collection; Goldfields research centre, pers. comm., Nov 2011). The 
provision of residence areas, leased from the Crown at low rents, allowed two-thirds of miners to own their own homes, 
often small cottages 'with gardens big enough for hens and vegetables' (Dingle 1984:96). The residence areas, such as 
that found in Sebastopol, were established in response to the generally poor conditions and economic insecurity suffered 
by the majority of miners, as 'little of the gold they mined stuck to their fingers' (Dingle 1984:96). In Sebastopol, many 
houses were built while the land was held under Miner's Rights. An exception is the early commercial hub on Albert 
Street, near Birdwood Avenue, where freehold land sales occurred in the 1860s. 



Under the 1884 Residence Areas Act, holders of Miner's Rights were now able to purchase land in gold-bearing areas, if 
they had resided on the land for two and a half years, made substantial improvements and if the land was not required for 
mining or public purposes (PROV, 'Register of purchases, residential areas' description, VPRS 14294). 



Gold mining in Sebastopol began to slow and ceased altogether after the outbreak of World War I. As a result, the 
community reduced in size, as miners sought employment elsewhere, with many of the houses removed and relocated. 
The population decrease was reflected in school enrolment numbers, particularly at Sebastopol State School No. 1167 
(Sebastopol State School c1973 pamphlet).



Post World War II the population again began to rise and the influence of postwar immigration on the area was 
significant. New industries appeared, along with many new houses (Sebastopol State School c1973 pamphlet; Context 
2015:10). Gradually, Miner's Rights were converted to freehold, with an increase evident in the 1960s in the Ballarat 
area. Certificates of Title for properties in Sebastopol indicate that Crown Grants were issued into the 1970s and 80s.



Place history



There are many reminders of gold mining in the landscape around Ballarat West and Sebastopol. In the Bonshaw Creek 
area, particularly obvious examples are the former mining operation sites that are situated between the former Evening 
Star/Working Miners No. 2 mines site on Crown Street and the former Prince of Wales and Bonshaw Mine sites at the 
southern boundary of Ballarat City (Context 2015:7).



The following is an extract from Context (2011:52-3):



The Bonshaw Freehold Company began in 1858 as a co-operative of 46 shareholders who leased 180 acres from Jock 
Winter for 5 years, and in 1858 established Bonshaw Mine No.1 on the Main and Crayfish Leads next to the Colac 
Ballarat Road, under mine manager William M Acheson. In 1862, the Bonshaw Company purchased the whole 640 acre 
Pre-emptive Right for £20,000, and in 1865 a second shaft was opened half a mile to the north west along Bonshaw 
Creek (now Winter Creek), to the south of the old Portland Bay Road (now Bells Road). 



The major mines in this area employed experienced Welsh and Cornish miners who were prepared to work for wages, 
and by the mid 1860s, in common with the Buninyong Freehold and the Leviathan, the Bonshaw Freehold was a huge 
company, financed by speculators and capitalists mostly from Ballarat. Between 1862 and 1874, the company extracted 
over 93,000oz of gold worth around £400,000. 



According to the Sebastopol Historical Society, there were two phases of operation at the Bonshaw Co. mines: first 
alluvial deep lead mining then working quartz loads. Bonshaw No. 2 was bottomed at 325 feet during 1865 and at what is 
now 362 Albert Street, a third shaft was sunk, apparently during the mid to late 1860s. This third mine, which was the 
southernmost on the Guiding Star/Albert Lode, was situated '200 yards north of the Portland Bay Road (Bells Road) and 
200 yards west of the Sebastopol Buninyong Road (Albert Street)' (Golden Chain, 
http://www.ballaratgenealogy.org.au/sebastopol/golden_c/ch11.htm), and near this location, what became the Prince of 
Wales and Bonshaw Company, had a large battery of 40 stampers for crushing the excavated quartz (Jenkins 1964). This 
mine was one of the last to close down in the area, in 1902 (Wright, pers. comm., Oct 2011). 
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Mature exotic trees on the site were planted in the twentieth century, including pine and cypress trees. These appear to 
have been planted after the close of the mine, reportedly to conceal the mullock heaps (Wright, pers. comm., Oct 2011).



House



A Victorian house remains at 362 Albert Street which has been suggested to have been the mine manager's residence 
(Wright, pers. comm., 2011). This has not been confirmed, but it is highly likely. An 1866 photo of the site shows a 
house similar to the one remaining in 2011 (Context, 2011:58), but in 2011 the chimneys of the house are polychrome 
brick and this design element was new in Victoria in the 1860s which suggests that the house dates to the 1870-80s, or 
that the early building was upgraded with new chimneys at the same time it was extended. 



In the mid-twentieth century, the residence was called 'Glyn Neath'. In July 1947, Jenkin Thomas, retired grazier became 
the owner, before two other graziers. William and Alice Maysie McKenzie purchased the property in April 1950 (Title 
7018/441). According to the McKenzie's children, the outbuildings at this date include a cowshed, large garage, brick 
dairy and a small brick outbuilding directly behind the residence. The residence was surrounded by gardens and a 
vegetable garden at the rear (McKenzie, Verna, pers. comm., 18 Oct 2011). The current owners purchased the property in 
1962, and raised their family of five children there. 



Sources

Blake, Leslie (1973), Vision and Realisation, A centenary history of state education in Victoria, Melbourne.

Context (2011), Ballarat West Growth Areas, Bonshaw Creek and Greenhalghs Road Precincts, Historic Archaeology 
Assessments.

Context (2015), Sebastopol Heritage Study Stage 2: Volume 1: Key Findings & Recommendations; Thematic 
History, prepared for City of Ballarat.

Dingle, Tony (1984), The Victorians: Settling, Melbourne. 

Goldfields research centre, Bendigo, personal communication, November 2011. 

Jenkins, E D (1964), Sebastopol Victoria, An historical survey of early Sebastopol, Sebastopol. 

Jenkins, E D & Arthur J Jenkins (1980), The Golden Chain, Sebastopol. 

McKenzie, Naureen, personal communication, 17 October 2011. 

McKenzie, Norman, personal communication, 16 October 2011. 

McKenzie, Verna, personal communication, 18 October 2011.

Miner's Right collection, http://www.onmydoorstep.com.au/heritage-listing/13628/miners-rights-collection, accessed 29 
Nov 2011.

Neil Wright of the Sebastopol Historical Society, personal communication, November 2011. 

Public Records Office, Victoria (PROV), 'Register of purchases, residential areas' description, VPRS 14294. 

Public Records Office, Victoria (PROV), 'Index to Residence Area Rights' description, VPRS 15678. 

Sebastopol State School (c1973), 'Sebastopol State School No.1167 Centenary, 1873-1973', pamphlet [unpaginated].

Wood, John Dennistoun, 'The Gold Fields Act: A practical explanation with an abstract of the Act and appendices', 
pamphlet held by the State Library of Victoria, http://www.slv.vic.gov.au/vicpamphlets/0/3/9/pdf/vp0393.pdf, accessed 
Nov 2011.

Description 

 
Physical Description 

 
The former Prince of Wales and Bonshaw Company gold mining site and mine managers residence at 362 Albert Street 
Sebastopol is situated at the southern edge of the study area. Its southern boundary is formed by Bells Road, historically 
known as the 'Three Chain Road' or the 'Portland Road', and this represents the extent of the City of Ballarat 
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administration area. 



The wider mine site



The following is an extract from Context (2011:51-52):



The mine site at 362 Albert Street, Sebastopol, has been described in previous studies (Supple 1999, Bannear 1999, and 
Ecology Partners 2010) as a 'mullock heap obscured by trees' but, while in quite poor condition, it is still relatively intact 
and retains a number of archaeological features relating to its gold mining history that are now not visible at other mine 
sites in Ballarat West. 



The most prominent features are two mullock heaps which run south and east, from a point just to the south of the mine 
shaft. These heaps (which measure 25m x 25m x 4m high and 50m x 25m x 5m high) define the west and north sides of 
an area approximately 50m x 50m, from which mullock has been removed. Although each of the extant heaps have also 
had material removed from it they are still quite large in height and area compared to others in Ballarat West and, despite 
their tree coverage, remain prominent landscape features. The mullock heaps are surrounded by plantings of Cupressus 
macrocarpa (Monterey Cypress) which date from around the 1960s onward. A number of these are not planted, but have 
colonised the mullock heaps. The Cupressus macrocarpa are not considered to be significant to the site, although they do 
represent a clear move away from the industrial use of the site to becoming a residential home.



The opening of the mine shaft is still visible, although the shaft is now full of rubbish including a couple of pieces of 
concrete which may have been part of the pump bob pit. There are a few blocks of stone in the grass north of the shaft 
and scattered brick, ceramic and glass. Most of this material probably relates to the demolition of 20th century buildings 
at the site, but some blocks of blue stone and red brick visible on the ground surface near to the shaft appear to be in situ 
foundations and may relate to the time of the mines operation.



However, a site inspection carried out by Neil Wright of the Sebastopol Historical Society in October 2011 noted the lack 
of engine beds; brick or bluestone beds that provided the foundations necessary to hold engines, pumps and other 
machinery, which normally remained after the close of a mine (Wright, pers. comm., Oct 2011). 



The house (see below), which is currently occupied, is located c50m to the west of the mine shaft opening, and a large 
rectangular dam (70m x 50m) is located c50 m to its north. The mine shaft has two mature (c1890-1910) Ulmus sp.(Elms) 
adjacent. The species of the Elms could not be identified as no leaves, fruits or flowers were present at the time of 
inspection. 



During the survey a number of newly identified features were recorded at this site. These include two sets of building 
foundations to the south of the mullock heaps, of an uncertain origin but probably building or machinery foundations, and 
a small bluestone-lined channel with a simple wooden bridge. The channel is near the end of a Cyprus pine row at the 
southern end of the property.



Underground components of the mining sites may still remain intact but these could not be assessed within the scope of 
this study.



A row of Salix sp. (Willow) leading towards the driveway from the residence are not significant. 



Key site features:



1. Mine shaft opening - filled with of rubbish

2. Pieces of concrete which may have been part of the pump bob pit

3. Blocks of stone in the grass north of the shaft
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4. Large dam 70 m by 50 m 50 m north of shaft

5. Two mullock heaps, defining the west and north sides of an area from which mullock has been removed

6. The mine managers/administration house (now a private residence)

7. Scatters of stone and brick between the mine shaft and the mine manager's house

8. Building foundations to the south of the mullock heaps

9. A small section of bluestone lined channel and simple wooden bridge.

10. Two Elm trees at the entrance to the mine shaft - possibly associated with the residence.



Bonshaw Mine residence



The Bonshaw Mine residence is set far back from Albert Street, behind an open paddock and clumps of trees, although it 
faces the road. 



It is a weatherboard house, with an M-hipped roof clad in corrugated iron. It has three bi-chrome brick chimneys with 
stop-chamfered corners and a moulded brick cornice (missing from the rear chimney).



The front verandah has a slightly convex roof and retains unusually ornate cast-iron columns (with Corinthian capitals 
and fluted shafts) and a floral frieze with continuous brackets (NB: the frieze and brackets have few paint layers and 
could be a recent addition). The floor is edged with basalt blocks.



The facade is symmetrical, with a central six-panelled door with heavy mouldings. The windows to either side are one-
over-one double-hung sashes. The three windows on the north side elevation are also single-pane, and these are protected 
by simple timber hoods with ripple-iron roofs. It is apparent by a corner stop between the rear two windows that the 
house has been extended to the rear. As the rearmost chimney at the back of this extension has the same detailing as the 
front chimneys, this raises the possibility that the chimneys were all added at the time the extension was made.



At the very rear is a much later skillion extension, clad in fibro sheeting. 



Alterations include the recent re-cladding of the roof and the replacement of the verandah floor with a concrete slab. The 
front picket fence is a reproduction.



There is a small timber shed to the south of the house, which is clad in unpainted weatherboards. Its roof is gabled, with a 
skillion to the east side. It was not examined in detail. 



The land immediate to the residence retains some early twentieth century and possibly late nineteenth century plantings. 
The range of surviving trees clearly illustrate that the residence was permanantly occupied. There are cultivars of the 
following fruit trees surrounding the residence: - Malus domestica (Apple), Pyrus comminus (Pear), Prunus cerasifera 
(Cherry Plum), Prunus cv. (unknown plum). The owners of the property also recall that in previous years there were 
speciemens of Walnut and Fig (now gone).



Sources

Context PL (2011), Ballarat West Growth Areas, Bonshaw Creek and Greenhalghs Road Precincts, Historic 
Archaeology Assessments.

Wright, Neil (of the Sebastopol Historical Society), personal communication, October 2011. 


Statement of Significance 

 
What is significant? 
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The former Prince of Wales and Bonshaw Company gold mining site and mine managers residence at 362 Albert Street, 
Sebastopol dates from the mid 1860s and was the third site of the Prince of Wales and Bonshaw Mine. 



The site comprises the following singificant elements: 

- Mine shaft opening (filled)

- Pieces of concrete which may have been part of the pump bob pit (near the shaft)

- Blocks of stone in the grass north of the shaft

- Large dam 70 m by 50 m 50 m north of shaft

- Two mullock heaps, defining the west and north sides of an area from which mullock has been removed

- The mine managers/administration residence (which may have been built as late as the 1880s)

- Scatters of stone and brick between the mine shaft and the mine manager's residence

- Building foundations to the south of the mullock heaps

- A small section of bluestone lined channel and simple wooden bridge

- Several fruit trees dating from the late nineteenth century/early twentieth century: Apple, Pear, Cherry Plum, and a 
particularly fine Apple tree at the rear of the residence

- Two Elm trees at the entrance to the mine shaft - possibly associated with the residence. 



How is it Significant



The former Prince of Wales and Bonshaw Company gold mining site and mine managers residence at 362 Albert Street 
Sebastopolis of historic, scientific (technical), architectural and archaeological significance, and has aesthetic value as 
part of Sebastopol's cultural landscape. 



Why is it significant?



The former Prince of Wales and Bonshaw Company gold mining site and mine managers residence at 362 Albert Street 
Sebastopol has historical significance as a mining site that represents the southernmost point of extraction on the Guiding 
Star and Albion Lodes; two of the three main lodes in the area. It was one of the last quartz mines at work in the Ballarat 
area. It was worked by the Prince of Wales and Bonshaw Company that grew to become one of the most successful of the 
period. Historically, it is particularly significant as it provides the most intact example of a mine site in Sebastopol. Also 
of historical significance is the early mine-related residence, surrounding fruit trees (planted most likely after the close of 
the mine) and mature Elm trees. (Criteria A & B)



The former Prince of Wales and Bonshaw Company gold mining site and mine managers residence at 362 Albert Street 
Sebastopol has scientific (technical) significance as the surviving physical remains of the mining works provide evidence 
and understanding of the arrangement and workings of a mid-nineteenth century mine and the changes which occurred 
into the early twentieth century. It is of technical significance for its ability to illustrate a previous way of life (work) and 
industry in Sebastopol in this period, and more broadly, 19th century gold mines in the area. (Criterion C)



The timber residence is of historical significance as a rare surviving example of a Victorian timber house that has 
survived in context to its mine site. Two nineteenth century mine manager's residences survive within Sebastopol, but the 
other (located at 122 Albert Street, Sebastopol) no longer has a clear relationship with the mine it was associated with. It 
is of architectural significance as a representative example of a mid-Victorian timber house which is highly intact and 
retains an unusually ornate verandah. (Criteria B & D)



The former Prince of Wales and Bonshaw Company gold mining site and mine managers residence at 362 Albert Street 
Sebastopol is of archaeological significance as the Prince of Wales and Bonshaw mine site, with its surrounding mining 
landscape. It is significant for its archaeological deposits and remains which survive on the site, including building and 
machinery footings, mullock heaps, the mine shaft and its surrounds. These are likely to contain archaeological deposits 
which could provide information concerning the mining methods employed during this period, and the lives of the miners 
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themselves. Moreover, the mullock heaps, although somewhat disturbed, are still prominent features in the landscape to 
the south of Sebastopol and clearly illustrate the previous land use practice of this area. (Criterion C)
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Sebastopol, now a part of the City of Ballarat, was first settled by Europeans in the 1830s. There are many versions of 
who the first squatters in Sebastopol were and where they squatted, but according to Jenkins and Jenkins in The Golden 
Chain (1980), several men were involved in the establishment of pastoral activities in the area, including graziers 
William Cross Yuille, his brother Archie Yuille, Henry Anderson and T Learmonth.



The gold rushes, from 1851 through 1861, brought a new and transformative influx of people into the area. At the 
beginning of the era in the early 1850s, Sebastopol was a collection of tent towns. In 1852, deep lead mining technology 
and methods were first introduced to the Ballarat and Sebastopol goldfields by the newly arrived Cornish, Welsh, Irish 
and Scottish miners (Context 2015:3; Croggon 2002:26, 98). Successful mines in West Ballarat and Sebastopol were the 
Prince of Wales, Albion and the Working Miners, while the Band of Hope and Albion Consols mines were the area's 
largest and wealthiest (Context 2015:4-6).



From the 1850s, the town grew rapidly, particularly around its main centres of Cobblers' Hill, Victoria Street and along 
Albert Street (the focus of the town), and the tent towns gradually merged into formally surveyed town allotments. Cobb 
and Co's coaches passed through the area daily, and McLennans house removers operated in the area. Their business was 
testament to the shifting nature of population on the goldfields, as diggers chased new gold leads around the region, 
taking their houses and other buildings with them. However, Ballarat and Sebastopol were remarkable for the longevity 
of their gold booms (Context 2015:7).



In 1855 the area, commonly referred to as Bonshaw after the squatting run, was renamed 'Sebastopol' after Sevastopol in 
the Ukraine, the site of an important battle during the Crimean War (1853-56). The name 'Sebastopol' was also inspired 
by the realistic reportage of the war. As miners resorted to gunpowder to blast through the basaltic rock of the plateau, 
miners said the noise was like cannon fire as described in the heavy trench and artillery warfare of the Crimean War 
(Context 2015:4). Similarly, nearby Redan was named after Redan Fort, Crimea, the location of another battle during the 
Crimean War (Jenkins 1964:unpaginated). On 1 November 1864 The Borough of Sebastopol was formed (Context 
2015:10).



In order to mine on Crown land, a license system was implemented in 1851, at the beginning of the gold rush, but was 
soon considered prohibitive by the miners and caused unrest, which lead to the Eureka uprising on 3 December 1854. As 
a result, Gold Licenses were replaced with Miner's Rights as the necessary evidence for the occupation of a claim, as 
stated in the 1855 (third) Goldfields Act. The fourth Goldfields Act of 1858 gave increased privileges to holders of 
Miner's Rights, including the right to make a residential claim. At this date, land for the purpose of a residence could not 
exceed 1/8 acre (20 perches) in extent (Wood, 1858). According to the Mining Statute of 1865, one quarter of an acre 
could be occupied for residential purposes. This allowed the construction of a house and gave the lessee the rights of an 
owner (PROV, 'Index to Residence Area Rights' description, VPRS 15678). This resulted in the establishment of gold-
mining towns such as Sebastopol (Miner's Right collection; Goldfields research centre, pers. comm., Nov 2011). The 
provision of residence areas, leased from the Crown at low rents, allowed two-thirds of miners to own their own homes, 
often small cottages 'with gardens big enough for hens and vegetables' (Dingle 1984:96). The residence areas, such as 
that found in Sebastopol, were established in response to the generally poor conditions and economic insecurity suffered 
by the majority of miners, as 'little of the gold they mined stuck to their fingers' (Dingle 1984:96). In Sebastopol, many 
houses were built while the land was held under Miner's Rights. An exception is the early commercial hub on Albert 
Street, near Birdwood Avenue, where freehold land sales occurred in the 1860s. 



Under the 1884 Residence Areas Act, holders of Miner's Rights were now able to purchase land in gold-bearing areas, if 
they had resided on the land for two and a half years, made substantial improvements and if the land was not required for 
mining or public purposes (PROV, 'Register of purchases, residential areas' description, VPRS 14294). 



Gold mining in Sebastopol began to slow and ceased altogether after the outbreak of World War I. As a result, the 
community reduced in size, as miners sought employment elsewhere, with many of the houses removed and relocated. 
The population decrease was reflected in school enrolment numbers, particularly at Sebastopol State School No. 1167 
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(Sebastopol State School c1973 pamphlet).



Post World War II the population again began to rise and the influence of postwar immigration on the area was 
significant. New industries appeared, along with many new houses (Sebastopol State School c1973 pamphlet; Context 
2015:10). Gradually, Miner's Rights were converted to freehold, with an increase evident in the 1960s in the Ballarat 
area. Certificates of Title for properties in Sebastopol indicate that Crown Grants were issued into the 1970s and 80s.



Place history



The house at 99 Albert Street is known as 'Edale' and was the former home of Mr and Mrs Blewett and later, Mr and Mrs 
J H Marshall (SHS notes, 2011). In 1911 Edward Blewett, timber merchant, was rated for a five roomed weatherboard 
house and shop on Albert Street; assumed to be 99 Albert Street and Edward Blewett's timberyard. 



Blewett's timber yard was located on Albert Street, between Bala and Vickers streets (Jenkins, 1964:unpaginated). An 
undated advertisement, held by the Sebastopol Historical Society, promotes high-grade and smaller 'Blewett Homes', 
designed and constructed by 'E. Blewett Builder, etc. Sebastopol'. The advertisement depicts two turn-of-the century 
timber houses. One shows a house which closely resembles 26 Docwra Street, Sebastopol. The characteristic window 
hood in the two images is also seen on 4 Hertford Street, Sebastopol, which suggests the same builder. 



It is probable that Edward Blewett built his house at 99 Albert Street. Also in 1911, John Blewett, carpenter, was rated for 
a five roomed weatherboard house in close proximity on Albert Street (RB).



The Historical Society notes that later owner, Mr Marshall, had a small factory to the north of the house which 
manufactured sauce and vinegar, while his son, Orm Marshall, had racing stables at the rear of the property and his 
daughter, M Marshall, had a whitework factory to the south (SHS notes, 2011). No evidence of the shop or industrial 
buildings remains on the property in 2011. 



The Crown Grant for the land (allotment 5, section 65) was issued to Linda Aitkens in September 1946 (Title 6906/096; 
Township of Sebastopol plan). This late issue of the Crown Grant indicates that prior to this date, the land was leased 
from the Crown under Miner's Rights. 



Sources

Blake, Leslie (1973), Vision and Realisation, A centenary history of state education in Victoria, Melbourne.

Certificates of Title, as cited above. 

Context (2015), Sebastopol Heritage Study Stage 2: Volume 1: Key Findings & Recommendations; Thematic 
History, prepared for City of Ballarat.

Dingle, Tony (1984), The Victorians: Settling, Melbourne. 

Goldfields research centre, Bendigo, personal communication, November 2011. 

Jenkins, E D (1964), Sebastopol Victoria, An historical survey of early Sebastopol, Sebastopol. 

Jenkins, E D & Arthur J Jenkins (1980), The Golden Chain, Sebastopol. 

Miner's Right collection, http://www.onmydoorstep.com.au/heritage-listing/13628/miners-rights-collection, accessed 29 
Nov 2011.

Neil Wright of the Sebastopol Historical Society, personal communication, November 2011. 

Public Records Office, Victoria (PROV), 'Register of purchases, residential areas' description, VPRS 14294. 

Public Records Office, Victoria (PROV), 'Index to Residence Area Rights' description, VPRS 15678. 

Rate books (RB), Borough of Sebastopol, VPRS 6919/P1/Unit 1 1906-38. 

Sebastopol Historical Society (SHS) notes & 'Blewett - Builder news artcile', viewed 2011.

Sebastopol State School (c1973), 'Sebastopol State School No.1167 Centenary, 1873-1973', pamphlet [unpaginated].

Wood, John Dennistoun, 'The Gold Fields Act: A practical explanation with an abstract of the Act and appendices', 
pamphlet held by the State Library of Victoria, http://www.slv.vic.gov.au/vicpamphlets/0/3/9/pdf/vp0393.pdf, accessed 
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Nov 2011. 

Township of Sebastopol Plan, VPRS 16171/P1/Unit 5707 part 3, held at Public Records Office of Victoria.

Description 

 
Physical Description 

 
The house at 99 Albert Street is an example of a highly ornate, hipped-roof Federation residence in Sebastopol. The 
house is clad in weatherboards with a band of notched boards that sit, unusually, just below the eaves. The roof has 
recently been reclad in corrugated metal.



The front portion of the house has a projecting jettied gable bay, with an additional gablet that sits above the verandah, 
both with timber finials and half-timbering on ripple iron. The return verandah is a continuation of the roofline, as is 
typical of the Federation style. The verandah and roof of the middle section of the building have exposed rafter ends.



Typical of Federation buildings, a timber verandah frieze is supported by timber posts with stop-chamfering, some of 
which have been replaced. The verandah floor has been replaced with concrete. A panelled door appears to the left of the 
projecting bay, with a sidelight and fanlight. To the right of the projecting bay is a pair of casement windows with three 
small panes above one large pane (this window form is repeated on the side elevations). Centred in the projecting bay is a 
box window with a pair of tall casement windows, with pressed metal detail below them. 



The middle portion of the house has a hipped roof and a red brick chimney with chamfered sides and a corbelled top that 
is partially rendered. On the roof, metal ridge decoration appears to be later additions, though the crest on the top of the 
central pyramidal hip may be original. Later lean-to additions have been added to the rear of the house. 


Statement of Significance 

 
What is significant?

The timber villa 'Edale' at 99 Albert Street, Sebastapol, is significant to the extent of its turn-of-the-century fabric.



How is it significant?

The timber villa 'Edale' at 99 Albert Street is of local aesthetic significance to the City of Ballarat.



Why is it significant?

The villa is of aesthetic significance as the highly decorative showpiece and home of timber merchant and builder 
Edward Blewett. It appears that Mr Blewett used the house to display the full selection of timber elements available for 
sale at the time, including chamfered posts, fretwork arches and brackets, half timbering, ripple iron, pressed metal and 
window sashes with decorative glass panes. The whole is an unusually ornate house of a modest size, which is highly 
intact. (Criterion D and E)
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Recommended 
Heritage Protection

VHR No HI No PS Yes

History and Historical Context 

 
Locality history



Sebastopol, now a part of the City of Ballarat, was first settled by Europeans in the 1830s. There are many versions of 
who the first squatters in Sebastopol were and where they squatted, but according to Jenkins and Jenkins in The Golden 
Chain (1980), several men were involved in the establishment of pastoral activities in the area, including graziers 
William Cross Yuille, his brother Archie Yuille, Henry Anderson and T Learmonth.



The gold rushes, from 1851 through 1861, brought a new and transformative influx of people into the area. At the 
beginning of the era in the early 1850s, Sebastopol was a collection of tent towns. In 1852, deep lead mining technology 
and methods were first introduced to the Ballarat and Sebastopol goldfields by the newly arrived Cornish, Welsh, Irish 
and Scottish miners (Context 2015:3; Croggon 2002:26, 98). Successful mines in West Ballarat and Sebastopol were the 
Prince of Wales, Albion and the Working Miners, while the Band of Hope and Albion Consols mines were the area's 
largest and wealthiest (Context 2015:4-6).



From the 1850s, the town grew rapidly, particularly around its main centres of Cobblers' Hill, Victoria Street and along 
Albert Street (the focus of the town), and the tent towns gradually merged into formally surveyed town allotments. Cobb 
and Co's coaches passed through the area daily, and McLennans house removers operated in the area. Their business was 
testament to the shifting nature of population on the goldfields, as diggers chased new gold leads around the region, 
taking their houses and other buildings with them. However, Ballarat and Sebastopol were remarkable for the longevity 
of their gold booms (Context 2015:7).



In 1855 the area, commonly referred to as Bonshaw after the squatting run, was renamed 'Sebastopol' after Sevastopol in 
the Ukraine, the site of an important battle during the Crimean War (1853-56). The name 'Sebastopol' was also inspired 
by the realistic reportage of the war. As miners resorted to gunpowder to blast through the basaltic rock of the plateau, 
miners said the noise was like cannon fire as described in the heavy trench and artillery warfare of the Crimean War 
(Context 2015:4). Similarly, nearby Redan was named after Redan Fort, Crimea, the location of another battle during the 
Crimean War (Jenkins 1964:unpaginated). On 1 November 1864 The Borough of Sebastopol was formed (Context 
2015:10).



In order to mine on Crown land, a license system was implemented in 1851, at the beginning of the gold rush, but was 
soon considered prohibitive by the miners and caused unrest, which lead to the Eureka uprising on 3 December 1854. As 
a result, Gold Licenses were replaced with Miner's Rights as the necessary evidence for the occupation of a claim, as 
stated in the 1855 (third) Goldfields Act. The fourth Goldfields Act of 1858 gave increased privileges to holders of 
Miner's Rights, including the right to make a residential claim. At this date, land for the purpose of a residence could not 
exceed 1/8 acre (20 perches) in extent (Wood, 1858). According to the Mining Statute of 1865, one quarter of an acre 
could be occupied for residential purposes. This allowed the construction of a house and gave the lessee the rights of an 
owner (PROV, 'Index to Residence Area Rights' description, VPRS 15678). This resulted in the establishment of gold-
mining towns such as Sebastopol (Miner's Right collection; Goldfields research centre, pers. comm., Nov 2011). The 
provision of residence areas, leased from the Crown at low rents, allowed two-thirds of miners to own their own homes, 
often small cottages 'with gardens big enough for hens and vegetables' (Dingle 1984:96). The residence areas, such as 
that found in Sebastopol, were established in response to the generally poor conditions and economic insecurity suffered 
by the majority of miners, as 'little of the gold they mined stuck to their fingers' (Dingle 1984:96). In Sebastopol, many 
houses were built while the land was held under Miner's Rights. An exception is the early commercial hub on Albert 
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Street, near Birdwood Avenue, where freehold land sales occurred in the 1860s. 



Under the 1884 Residence Areas Act, holders of Miner's Rights were now able to purchase land in gold-bearing areas, if 
they had resided on the land for two and a half years, made substantial improvements and if the land was not required for 
mining or public purposes (PROV, 'Register of purchases, residential areas' description, VPRS 14294). 



Gold mining in Sebastopol began to slow and ceased altogether after the outbreak of World War I. As a result, the 
community reduced in size, as miners sought employment elsewhere, with many of the houses removed and relocated. 
The population decrease was reflected in school enrolment numbers, particularly at Sebastopol State School No. 1167 
(Sebastopol State School c1973 pamphlet).



Post World War II the population again began to rise and the influence of postwar immigration on the area was 
significant. New industries appeared, along with many new houses (Sebastopol State School c1973 pamphlet; Context 
2015:10). Gradually, Miner's Rights were converted to freehold, with an increase evident in the 1960s in the Ballarat 
area. Certificates of Title for properties in Sebastopol indicate that Crown Grants were issued into the 1970s and 80s.



Place history



The Crown Grant for 129 Beverin Street was issued to I. Vickers in December 1865 (Township of Sebastopol Plan). The 
titles indicate that in August 1866, Isaac Vickers, grocer (later the Mayor), and James Warn, miner, purchased 129 
Beverin Street as part of Crown Allotment 16A, section 5 in the Township of Sebastopol (Title 274/648). 



The titles are not clear, but it appears that in September 1940, nine men purchased the property "under and by virtue of 
the Methodist Church, Australia", before it was transferred to builder Ernest Collins on the same day.The site may have 
been purchased for the construction ofthe new Methodist Church, prior to the donation of land in Albert Street by Ernest 
Collins. Some two months later, In December 1940, James Owens, also a builder, purchased the land from Collins (being 
allotment 16A -129 Beverin Street). Owens had previously purchased allotments 16, 17 and 17A in 1932 (which included 
127 Beverin Street) (Titles 274/648; 5821/134). 



The garage was was constructed as a private garage, by James 'Jim' Owen in the 1940s. Owen lived at 172 Albert Street 
and used the garage as a workshop and storage space for his carpentry business. Upon his death, 129 Beverin Street was 
passed to his son who leased the property for a short period, when it served a commercial purpose, as a lawn mower 
repair shop (Graeme McDonald, pers. comm. 6 Nov 2011). 



The property has since been subdivided to its current boundaries. 



Sources

Blake, Leslie (1973), Vision and Realisation, A centenary history of state education in Victoria, Melbourne.

Certificates of Title, as cited above. 

Context (2015), Sebastopol Heritage Study Stage 2:Volume 1: Key Findings & Recommendations; Thematic 
History, prepared for City of Ballarat.

Dingle, Tony (1984), The Victorians: Settling, Melbourne. 

Goldfields research centre, Bendigo, personal communication, November 2011. 

Graeme McDonald, Sebastopol resident, personal communication, 6 November 2011. 

Jenkins, E D (1964), Sebastopol Victoria, An historical survey of early Sebastopol, Sebastopol. 

Jenkins, E D & Arthur J Jenkins (1980), The Golden Chain, Sebastopol. 

Miner's Right collection, http://www.onmydoorstep.com.au/heritage-listing/13628/miners-rights-collection, accessed 29 
Nov 2011.

Neil Wright of the Sebastopol Historical Society, personal communication, November 2011. 

Public Records Office, Victoria (PROV), 'Register of purchases, residential areas' description, VPRS 14294. 
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Public Records Office, Victoria (PROV), 'Index to Residence Area Rights' description, VPRS 15678. 

Sebastopol State School (c1973), 'Sebastopol State School No.1167 Centenary, 1873-1973', pamphlet [unpaginated].

Township of Sebastopol Plan, VPRS 16171/P1/Unit 5707 part 1, held at Public Records Office of Victoria.

Wood, John Dennistoun, 'The Gold Fields Act: A practical explanation with an abstract of the Act and appendices', 
pamphlet held by the State Library of Victoria, http://www.slv.vic.gov.au/vicpamphlets/0/3/9/pdf/vp0393.pdf, accessed 
Nov 2011.

Description 

 
Physical Description 

 
The garage is a red brick building of the 1940s with a gabled roof concealed behind a stepped parapeted front. It is set 
back slightly from the street to provide a parking area.



The facade has a large central garage door with a concrete lintel. Above it is a panel of cream bricks, providing the only 
decorative interest apart from the stepped parapet. On either side of the door are six-paned steel windows, with splayed 
brick window sills. 



The side elevations have exposed rafter ends. The bricks are red with scattered clinkers. The small, highset pairs of 
timber windows have sills of chamfered bricks. There is an inset door on the south elevation.



A garage door has been created on the north elevation in recent years. The garage roller doors to the facade and north 
elevation are both modern. There is also a metal-clad skillion at the rear of the brick building and another gabled shed 
behind that. 


Comparative Analysis 

 
182 Albert Street, Sebastopol - Motor Garage and Residence

Statement of Significance 

 
What is significant? 



The brick garage at 129 Beverin Street, Sebastopol, is significant to the extent of its 1940s fabric. 



How is it significant? 



The brick garage at 129 Beverin Street is of historic significance to the City of Ballarat. 



Why is it significant? 



The garage is of historic significance as a rare surviving example of an intact 1940s garage in Sebastopol. It demonstrates 
the typical characteristicsof a late interwar or early post war small brick commercial garage, being constructed of red 
brick with a stepped parapeted front, complete with a decorative panel of cream bricks in the centre of the stepped 
parapet. The facade has a large central garage door with a concrete lintel. On either side of the door are six-paned steel 
windows, with splayed brick window sills. A corrugated iron shed is located at the rear of the building, and may pre-date 
the garage. (Criterion D)
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Recommended 
Heritage Protection

VHR No HI No PS Yes

History and Historical Context 

 
Locality history



Sebastopol, now a part of the City of Ballarat, was first settled by Europeans in the 1830s. There are many versions of 
who the first squatters in Sebastopol were and where they squatted, but according to Jenkins and Jenkins in The Golden 
Chain (1980), several men were involved in the establishment of pastoral activities in the area, including graziers 
William Cross Yuille, his brother Archie Yuille, Henry Anderson and T Learmonth.



The gold rushes, from 1851 through 1861, brought a new and transformative influx of people into the area. At the 
beginning of the era in the early 1850s, Sebastopol was a collection of tent towns. In 1852, deep lead mining technology 
and methods were first introduced to the Ballarat and Sebastopol goldfields by the newly arrived Cornish, Welsh, Irish 
and Scottish miners (Context 2015:3; Croggon 2002:26, 98). Successful mines in West Ballarat and Sebastopol were the 
Prince of Wales, Albion and the Working Miners, while the Band of Hope and Albion Consols mines were the area's 
largest and wealthiest (Context 2015:4-6).



From the 1850s, the town grew rapidly, particularly around its main centres of Cobblers' Hill, Victoria Street and along 
Albert Street (the focus of the town), and the tent towns gradually merged into formally surveyed town allotments. Cobb 
and Co's coaches passed through the area daily, and McLennans house removers operated in the area. Their business was 
testament to the shifting nature of population on the goldfields, as diggers chased new gold leads around the region, 
taking their houses and other buildings with them. However, Ballarat and Sebastopol were remarkable for the longevity 
of their gold booms (Context 2015:7).



In 1855 the area, commonly referred to as Bonshaw after the squatting run, was renamed 'Sebastopol' after Sevastopol in 
the Ukraine, the site of an important battle during the Crimean War (1853-56). The name 'Sebastopol' was also inspired 
by the realistic reportage of the war. As miners resorted to gunpowder to blast through the basaltic rock of the plateau, 
miners said the noise was like cannon fire as described in the heavy trench and artillery warfare of the Crimean War 
(Context 2015:4). Similarly, nearby Redan was named after Redan Fort, Crimea, the location of another battle during the 
Crimean War (Jenkins 1964:unpaginated). On 1 November 1864 The Borough of Sebastopol was formed (Context 
2015:10).



In order to mine on Crown land, a license system was implemented in 1851, at the beginning of the gold rush, but was 
soon considered prohibitive by the miners and caused unrest, which lead to the Eureka uprising on 3 December 1854. As 
a result, Gold Licenses were replaced with Miner's Rights as the necessary evidence for the occupation of a claim, as 
stated in the 1855 (third) Goldfields Act. The fourth Goldfields Act of 1858 gave increased privileges to holders of 
Miner's Rights, including the right to make a residential claim. At this date, land for the purpose of a residence could not 
exceed 1/8 acre (20 perches) in extent (Wood, 1858). According to the Mining Statute of 1865, one quarter of an acre 
could be occupied for residential purposes. This allowed the construction of a house and gave the lessee the rights of an 
owner (PROV, 'Index to Residence Area Rights' description, VPRS 15678). This resulted in the establishment of gold-
mining towns such as Sebastopol (Miner's Right collection; Goldfields research centre, pers. comm., Nov 2011). The 
provision of residence areas, leased from the Crown at low rents, allowed two-thirds of miners to own their own homes, 
often small cottages 'with gardens big enough for hens and vegetables' (Dingle 1984:96). The residence areas, such as 
that found in Sebastopol, were established in response to the generally poor conditions and economic insecurity suffered 
by the majority of miners, as 'little of the gold they mined stuck to their fingers' (Dingle 1984:96). In Sebastopol, many 
houses were built while the land was held under Miner's Rights. An exception is the early commercial hub on Albert 
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Street, near Birdwood Avenue, where freehold land sales occurred in the 1860s. 



Under the 1884 Residence Areas Act, holders of Miner's Rights were now able to purchase land in gold-bearing areas, if 
they had resided on the land for two and a half years, made substantial improvements and if the land was not required for 
mining or public purposes (PROV, 'Register of purchases, residential areas' description, VPRS 14294). 



Gold mining in Sebastopol began to slow and ceased altogether after the outbreak of World War I. As a result, the 
community reduced in size, as miners sought employment elsewhere, with many of the houses removed and relocated. 
The population decrease was reflected in school enrolment numbers, particularly at Sebastopol State School No. 1167 
(Sebastopol State School c1973 pamphlet).



Post World War II the population again began to rise and the influence of postwar immigration on the area was 
significant. New industries appeared, along with many new houses (Sebastopol State School c1973 pamphlet; Context 
2015:10). Gradually, Miner's Rights were converted to freehold, with an increase evident in the 1960s in the Ballarat 
area. Certificates of Title for properties in Sebastopol indicate that Crown Grants were issued into the 1970s and 80s.



Place history



The RSL Memorial Hall was constructed on Birdwood Avenue, in association with the Sebastopol Avenue of Honour. 



The Sebastopol Avenue of Honour on Birdwood Avenue was officially opened on 4 August 1917. On this same date the 
avenue was named Birdwood Avenue (previously named Cheshunt Street), due to the many remarks that General 
William Birdwood made about the bravery of the boys at the front. The Avenue, totalling 120 Elm trees, was planted by 
local residents in honour of those who fought for the Crown in World War (The Ballarat Courier 6 Aug 1917). General 
Birdwood, after whom the street was named, visited the Avenue on 29 March 1920 (The Courier, 30 March 1920). A 
plaque on the RSL Hall commemorates the Avenue of Honour and the visit of General Birdwood.



A later report indicated that the Avenue of Honour had extended down Grant Street and totalled 255 trees. Tin plates had 
later been placed in front of each tree with the volunteer service-people's names (RSL notes, 2006). In 2011 a majority of 
the trees and all of the tin plates have been removed. Many of the trees were removed during the widening of streets 
(RSL history notes, 2010). 



In June 1916 a conference of the Returned Soldiers' Association recommended formation of the Returned Sailors and 
Soldiers Imperial League of Australia (RSSILA, now known as the Returned and Service League or RSL). After the First 
World War RSSILA branches all around Australia commenced a program of building halls in which their members could 
meet (Victorian War Heritage Inventory, accessed 2011). However, a branch did not open in Sebastopol until after World 
War II (Jenkins 1965:unpaginated).



On 10 February 1946 the Sebastopol RSL was formed (Jenkins & Jenkins 1980:117). The first meeting in 
Sebastopol was held on 18 February 1946 at the old Town Hall, at which point W McBain was elected the president. 
Land for a hall was offered at the St George Reserve and a donation of 20,000 bricks was received; originally a chimney 
stack from the old pyrites work (Jenkins 1965:unpaginated).



In 1946, the site on the corner of Birdwood Avenue and Beverin Street was purchased for £100. Meetings were held at 
the IOR Hall (Independent Order of Rechabites?) from 1946 to 1949 while funds were raised for the construction of the 
hall (RSL notes). 



The hall was built in stages, entirely by the returned 'diggers' (RSL notes). In 1949 the hall began to take shape, with 
working bees and further donations of building materials. From April 1949 meetings began to be held in the club rooms 
(Jenkins, 1965:unpaginated). 
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The bluestone steps of the RSL Hall were originally the steps of the Primitive Methodist Church (built 1868 and 
demolished December 1940), which was located on Beverin Street, a few lots north of the Town Hall (Sebastopol History 
Timeline, '1800s', accessed 25/8/2011; Jenkins, 1964:unpaginated). 



In 1954 it was decided that a loan would be procured to complete the hall. Builder Jim Owen completed construction of 
the hall for a total cost of £1,585. Furniture was purchased with funds raised from a queen carnival (Jenkins, 
1965:unpaginated). Mr Owen was also a Councillor of Sebastopol and was Mayor of Sebastopol several times and also 
constructed the manse at the Carmel Welsh Presbyterian Church and Methodist Church at 104 Albert Street (SHS notes, 
2011).



The Memorial Hall, or Sebastopol RSS & AILA (Returned Soldiers', Sailors' & Airmen's Imperial League of 
Australia) sub-branch, was opened on 19 February 1955, by Norman D Wilson, CBE and Victorian State President of the 
RSL (plaque on the building, 2011). E Jenkins was the secretary of the Sebastopol RSL at the time it was registered as a 
public building in 1955 (PB File No. 3909). The hall was a popular place for entertainment.



In 1957 plans were drawn up by L H Vernon & Associates (who also designed the Methodist Church at 104-6 Albert 
Street, Sebastopol) for the addition of a supper, billiard room and gymnasium, to the north of the hall. In 1960, the two 
storey red brick building was completed, abutting the existing corridor and cloak room at the rear of the hall. The 
building includes a supper and billiard room on the ground floor and a gymnasium on the first floor. This building was 
officially opened on 19 August 1960, at a total cost of £12,500; the supper and billiard room by president Stan Edwards 
and the gymnasium by Murray Byrne MP (Jenkins, 1964:unpaginated). 



A 1960 plan of the original building shows that at this date there was a club and meeting room immediately behind the 
facade of the hall, and a kitchenette attached to the east. In 1964 toilets were built to the east of the billiard room. The 
builders for this addition were again L H Vernon & Associates (PB File No. 3909).



In 1977 use of the hall was granted to the Sebastopol Senior Citizens Club (PB File No. 3909). In 1982 the RSL 
Memorial Hall was taken over by the Sebastopol Borough Council, however, it is officially recorded as occurring on 2 
July 1977, due to the Patriotic Funds Council Act (RSL notes). 



In 1987 new toilets were built by Hardcastle and Richards Pty Ltd (PB File No. 3909). At this stage the Council also had 
an indoor staircase built. The top floor of the rear building was originally the Police and RSL Boys Club, used for 
Badminton Club games, Girl Guides and other activities (RSL notes). In 2011 karate classes are still held there. 



Sources

Blake, Leslie (1973), Vision and Realistion, A centenary history of state education in Victoria, Melbourne.

Context (2015), Sebastopol Heritage Study Stage 2: Volume 1: Key Findings & Recommendations; Thematic 
History, prepared for City of Ballarat.

Dingle, Tony (1984), The Victorians: Settling, Melbourne. 

Goldfields research centre, Bendigo, personal communication, November 2011. 

Jenkins, E D (1964), Sebastopol Victoria, An historical survey of early Sebastopol, Sebastopol. 

Jenkins, E D & Arthur J Jenkins (1980), The Golden Chain, Sebastopol. 

Miner's Right collection, http://www.onmydoorstep.com.au/heritage-listing/13628/miners-rights-collection, accessed 29 
Nov 2011.

Neil Wright of the Sebastopol Historical Society, personal communication, November 2011. 

Public Building File, Public Records Office of Victoria, VPRS 7882/P1, Unit 571, File 3909. 

Public Records Office, Victoria (PROV), 'Register of purchases, residential areas' description, VPRS 14294. 

Public Records Office, Victoria (PROV), 'Index to Residence Area Rights' description, VPRS 15678. 

RSL history & notes, viewed 2011. Including an introductory speech given on 2 December 2006 to open the 
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Memorial Park. 

Sebastopol State School (c1973), 'Sebastopol State School No.1167 Centenary, 1873-1973', pamphlet [unpaginated].

The Ballarat Courier. 

Wood, John Dennistoun, 'The Gold Fields Act: A practical explanation with an abstract of the Act and appendices', 
pamphlet held by the State Library of Victoria, http://www.slv.vic.gov.au/vicpamphlets/0/3/9/pdf/vp0393.pdf, accessed 
Nov 2011. 

Victorian War Heritage Inventory, 'Sebastopol Memorial RSL Hall', Hermes entry 156503, accessed September 2011.

Description 

 
Physical Description 

 
The RSL site at the corner of Birdwood Avenue and Beverin Street comprises two buildings that have only recently been 
linked. The first is the RSL Hall of 1949-55, with its facade to Birdwood Avenue, and the second the two-storey structure 
of 1957-60 containing the gymnasium, supper room and billiard room, which faces Beverin Street. They are situated 
quite close together and are linked by a flat roof at the ground floor.



The RSL Hall is an L-shaped, hipped roof building with a corrugated iron roof. The roof is largely concealed at the front 
by a low parapeted front, finished in smooth render. It has a slightly projecting central entrance bay. The entrance is 
recessed, and additionally sheltered by a flat concrete hood. Above the hood are two projecting stripes at each end, 
lending the building a Moderne (Art Deco) appearance. The front ledged doors with textured glass at the top, are reached 
via three basalt steps. On either side of the projecting bay is a horizontally oriented steel window.



The side elevation, built to the boundary on Beverin Street, has an even simpler form. It is also finished in render, and the 
hipped roof is clearly visible. The elevation is divided into five bays by simple piers. The four outer bays each contain 
two high-set steel windows. A simple brick chimney is visible at the rear of this elevation.



The gymnasium building is a long, two-storey, red brick building, with a gable front. The windows to Beverin Street are 
three large steel windows with hoppers at the bottom on each floor. Windows to the side elevations are smaller. There are 
several pairs of ledged doors on the north elevation, while the south side doors are now concealed within the link to the 
RSL Hall. 


Comparative Analysis 

 
There are no other RSL Halls listed within the municipality.



Other comparisons:



104 Albert Street, Sebastopol -Uniting Church (former Methodist Church)

Statement of Significance 

 
What is significant?



The Sebastopol RSL Memorial Hall, at 10 Birdwood Avenue, Sebastopol, built 1949 - 1955, and the two-storey red-brick 
extension built 1957- 1960. 
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The RSL Hall is an L-shaped, hipped roof building with a corrugated iron roof. The roof is largely concealed at the front 
by a low parapeted front, finished in smooth render. It has a slightly projecting central entrance bay with a hood, above 
which are two projecting stripes at each end, lending the building a Moderne (Art Deco) appearance. The red brick 
extension is a long, two-storey, red brick building, with a gable front.



How is it significant? 



The Sebastopol RSL Memorial Hall is of historic, social and architectural significance to the City of Ballarat.



Why is it significant? 



The Sebastopol RSL Memorial Hall is of historical significance as an important gathering place for ex-service personnel 
and as a memorial to local men who served in each of the world wars. It is also significant for the incorporation of basalt 
front steps, taken from the 1868 Primitive Methodist Church (demolished 1940). (Criterion A)



The Sebastopol RSL Memorial Hall is of social significance as an important community facility, which began as a 
meeting place for ex-service personnel and has evolved to provide a space for entertainment, recreation, education and 
sporting activities. It survives today as a testament to the community spirit of the Sebastopol RSL branch for raising the 
funds and providing the physical labor for its construction. (Criterion G)



The Sebastopol RSL Memorial Hall is of architectural significance as a simple postwar brick rendered hall with a facade 
enlivened by Moderne (Art Deco) design details, including a strong horizontal form featuring a low parapeted facade 
with a projecting entrance bay. (Criterion E)
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HERITAGE CITATION REPORT

Name Redan State School No. 1289

Address 32-48 Hertford Street SEBASTOPOL Significance Level Local

Place Type School - State (public)

Citation Date 2015

Recommended 
Heritage Protection

VHR No HI No PS Yes

History and Historical Context 

 
Locality history



Redan, now a part of the City of Ballarat, was first settled by Europeans as part of the area known as Bonshaw, and later 
Sebastopol in the 1830s. There are many versions of who the first squatters in Sebastopol were and where they squatted, 
but according to Jenkins and Jenkins in The Golden Chain (1980), several men were involved in the establishment of 
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pastoral activities in the area, including graziers William Cross Yuille, his brother Archie Yuille, Henry Anderson and T 
Learmonth.



The gold rushes, from 1851 through 1861, brought a new and transformative influx of people into the area. At the 
beginning of the era in the early 1850s, Sebastopol was a collection of tent towns. In 1852, deep lead mining technology 
and methods were first introduced to the Ballarat and Sebastopol goldfields by the newly arrived Cornish, Welsh, Irish 
and Scottish miners (Context 2015:3; Croggon 2002:26, 98). Successful mines in West Ballarat and Sebastopol were the 
Prince of Wales, Albion and the Working Miners, while the Band of Hope and Albion Consols mines were the area's 
largest and wealthiest (Context 2015:4-6).



From the 1850s, the town grew rapidly, particularly around its main centres of Cobblers' Hill, Victoria Street and along 
Albert Street (the focus of the town), and the tent towns gradually merged into formally surveyed town allotments. Cobb 
and Co's coaches passed through the area daily, and McLennans house removers operated in the area. Their business was 
testament to the shifting nature of population on the goldfields, as diggers chased new gold leads around the region, 
taking their houses and other buildings with them. However, Ballarat and Sebastopol were remarkable for the longevity 
of their gold booms (Context 2015:7).



In 1855 the area, commonly referred to as Bonshaw after the squatting run, was renamed 'Sebastopol' after Sevastopol in 
the Ukraine, the site of an important battle during the Crimean War (1853-56). The name 'Sebastopol' was also inspired 
by the realistic reportage of the war. As miners resorted to gunpowder to blast through the basaltic rock of the plateau, 
miners said the noise was like cannon fire as described in the heavy trench and artillery warfare of the Crimean War 
(Context 2015:4). Similarly, nearby Redan was named after Redan Fort, Crimea, the location of another battle during the 
Crimean War (Jenkins 1964:unpaginated). On 1 November 1864 The Borough of Sebastopol was formed (Context 
2015:10). Redan is also named after a place in the Crimean War. 



In order to mine on Crown land, a license system was implemented in 1851, at the beginning of the gold rush, but was 
soon considered prohibitive by the miners and caused unrest, which lead to the Eureka uprising on 3 December 1854. As 
a result, Gold Licenses were replaced with Miner's Rights as the necessary evidence for the occupation of a claim, as 
stated in the 1855 (third) Goldfields Act. The fourth Goldfields Act of 1858 gave increased privileges to holders of 
Miner's Rights, including the right to make a residential claim. At this date, land for the purpose of a residence could not 
exceed 1/8 acre (20 perches) in extent (Wood, 1858). According to the Mining Statute of 1865, one quarter of an acre 
could be occupied for residential purposes. This allowed the construction of a house and gave the lessee the rights of an 
owner (PROV, 'Index to Residence Area Rights' description, VPRS 15678). This resulted in the establishment of gold-
mining towns such as Sebastopol (Miner's Right collection; Goldfields research centre, pers. comm., Nov 2011). The 
provision of residence areas, leased from the Crown at low rents, allowed two-thirds of miners to own their own homes, 
often small cottages 'with gardens big enough for hens and vegetables' (Dingle 1984:96). The residence areas, such as 
that found in Sebastopol, were established in response to the generally poor conditions and economic insecurity suffered 
by the majority of miners, as 'little of the gold they mined stuck to their fingers' (Dingle 1984:96). In Sebastopol, many 
houses were built while the land was held under Miner's Rights. An exception is the early commercial hub on Albert 
Street, near Birdwood Avenue, where freehold land sales occurred in the 1860s. 



Under the 1884 Residence Areas Act, holders of Miner's Rights were now able to purchase land in gold-bearing areas, if 
they had resided on the land for two and a half years, made substantial improvements and if the land was not required for 
mining or public purposes (PROV, 'Register of purchases, residential areas' description, VPRS 14294). 



Gold mining in Sebastopol began to slow and ceased altogether after the outbreak of World War I. As a result, the 
community reduced in size, as miners sought employment elsewhere, with many of the houses removed and relocated. 
The population decrease was reflected in school enrolment numbers, particularly at Sebastopol State School No. 1167 
(Sebastopol State School c1973 pamphlet).
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Post World War II the population again began to rise and the influence of postwar immigration on the area was 
significant. New industries appeared, along with many new houses (Sebastopol State School c1973 pamphlet; Context 
2015:10). Gradually, Miner's Rights were converted to freehold, with an increase evident in the 1960s in the Ballarat 
area. Certificates of Title for properties in Sebastopol indicate that Crown Grants were issued into the 1970s and 80s.



Thematic history



Schools, like halls and churches, are a tangible symbol of community formation and illustrate the rise and sometimes 
decline of a district over time. The first schools in the study area were private schools. The earliest of these in Sebastopol 
was a boys' school taught by Mr Holmes, which consisted of about 50 students, and Miss Thompson's girls' school. A 
Mrs Slater held a third school on the corner of Albert and Morgan streets, near the current tram terminus. West of the 
Sebastopol baths, Miss Kent ran a girls' school. Other schools in the 1860s were run by James Keane, Charles Grosse on 
Verdon Street and Mr Sleeman on Kent Street. Ebenezer Church School was also open on the corner of Leith and Ascot 
streets (Sebastopol State School, c1973 pamphlet; Carless, 1974:16). 



A school was opened in a house behind the Holy Trinity Church in 1861 by Edward Twiss, which later became Common 
School No.578. In Victoria in 1873, the new Education Act was announced, making education free, secular and 
compulsory for children between the ages of six and fifteen. Sebastopol School No.578 was subsequently taken over by 
the government, and became Sebastopol State School No.1167, which was officially opened in January 1873. However, 
classes remained in the building behind Holy Trinity and at a large Wesleyan school room on Beverin Street, with W E 
Whatty as the new Head Teacher. In 1875, Sebastopol State School No.1167 had the highest number of enrolled students 
in Victoria (Sebastopol State School, c1973 pamphlet; Carless 1974:16). 



On January 1873, a petition signed by over 200 parents was forwarded to the Victorian Government asking that the 
Ebenezer Church School continue as a State School for its 418 students. In the same year, the residents of 'Cobblers' 
(southern Sebastopol), requested a school be established in Redan (Carless, 1974:16). Subsequently, in February 1875, 
Redan State School No.1289 was opened, under Head Teacher Mr John Dennan (Sebastopol Council 
c1964:unpaginated).



In Smythesdale, the Church of England opened School No.571 in 1856, and the building constructed in 1858, yet the 
school closed shortly afterwards in 1871. This was immediately replaced with Smythesdale School No.978 (Blake 
1973:662). Smythes Creek School No.1504, on the Glenelg Highway (originally Smythesdale Road), was built c1874 and 
closed in 1930 (Ward et al, 1998; SHS, pers. comm., Sep 2011). 



Sebastopol was the first locality in Victoria to institute supervised school crossings in 1960, and later the same year, paid 
crossing attendants (Sebastopol History Timeline, '1900s', accessed 25/8/2011). 



Place history



Redan State School was built as a direct result of the 1872 Education Act (Blake, 1973:757). The District Inspector of 
Schools, Archibald Gilchrist, selected two and a half acres on the corner of Hertford and Alfred streets for the 
construction of Redan State School. The land was purchased from the Band of Hope and Albion Consuls Co., who held 
the Miner's Right lease. William Sealey won the tender to build the school, for £3,025/5/9d. Jonathon Butterworth 
supplied the desks (Carless, 1974:16). The need for a school in this location was predominately to educate the children of 
those working on the deep lead mines located to the north and south of Hertford Street or Smythesdale Road (now 
theGlenelg Highway). 



An Old Scholar's Association pamphlet (1934), commemorating the Diamond Jubilee of Redan State School No.1289 
states that it opened on 18 January 1874, while Jenkins (1964) indicates that it opened on 5 February 1875, with 812 
students, under Head Teacher Mr John Dennant (who was appointed to the inspectorial staff in 1878) (Jenkins, 
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1964:unpaginated). 



The Department of Education had to economise in the 1890s due to the financial depression. On 30 April 1893, Redan 
State School became an adjunct of the Sebastopol State School, with the pupils from the middle and senior classes 
attending Sebastopol State School. This ceased on 1 January 1910 when a Head Teacher was reappointed at Redan State 
School (Sebastopol State School, c1973 pamphlet; Blake, 1973:758). 



The population of the area decreased with the closure of many of the mines in the early twentieth century, which was 
reflected in the enrolment of Redan State School. The north wing of the school building was closed at this point, and was 
not reopened for approximately fifty years, until the 1950s when the school was in full use again (Carless, 1974:17 
& 35). 



In 1934, Jubilee gates were erected on the corner of Hertford and Alfred streets, by the Redan Old Scholars' Association 
to mark the sixtieth anniversary of the school. The gates were designed by Geoff Richards, manufactured by Harold 
Troon and erected by E Collins. On 31 March 1934, the gates were officially opened by Dr John G Ellis, the 
Association's President (Carless, 1974:20). The gates remain in 2011. 



In the first half of the twentieth , Carless (1974:30) records 'exterior renovations' and that interior development occurred. 
In 1956, enrolment at Redan State School had risen enough to warrant full use of all available classrooms. As a result, the 
northern wing was reconditioned to hold classes again and two additional classrooms were built (Carless, 1974:35; Blake, 
1973:758). 



In 1961, further land was purchased from J Harahan, to extend the playgrounds. In 1963 the slate roof of the 1874 
building was replaced with galvanised iron cladding (Jenkins, 1964:unpaginated; Blake, 1973:758). In 1965 the oval was 
officially opened. Further buildings and portable classrooms were added to the school in the 1960s and 70s (Carless, 
1974:32-3).



Carless (1974:18) mentions the Bell Room, which was a multi-purpose room with a bell tower outside. The bell was 
reportedly a well-known sound in the area, along with the mine whistles, as it was sounded for over 70 years before a 
siren and then electric bells were installed. Carless reported that in 1974 the Bell Room, passage and four classrooms at 
the north end of the school remained unplastered and near to their 1875 condition (Carless, 1974:18). An inspection in 
2011 indicated that the paint had been removed from the bricks c2009 by sandblasting.



In 1931, the grounds are reported to have been in poor condition, subsequently, cinders and fill were obtained to level the 
yard. Further works to the grounds were carried out in 1957, including plantings and the installation of a memorial seat. 
In 1948 the school was awarded the ANA prize for the most improved garden in the Ballarat Inspectorate, followed by 
the garden prize in 1958 (Carless, 1974:28).



In the early twentieth century, many pine trees lined the school boundaries, however in 1974 only one remained near the 
Hertford Street gate (Carless 1974:18). In 2011, a number of mature exotic trees remain on the property, particularly four 
Ashes that line the entrance path from the main gate. A Lawson's Cypress was planted in the Redan State School grounds 
to commemorate the coronation of Queen Elizabeth II in 1953. This tree was planted by Cr W R Hearn, Mayor of 
Sebastopol, and W B Crayford (Carless, 1974:33). 



In 2011, the boundary has a recently constructed fence, however the Jubilee Gates remain.
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Description 

 
Physical Description 

 
The former Redan State (now Primary) School No 1289, constructed in 1873-74, faces Alfred Street near the corner of 
Hertford Street. On the south side of the building is a garden, containing mature trees, with the Jubilee gates of 1934 at 
the corner.



School



The building is H-shaped in plan, constructed in red brick with cream brick details, on a rock-faced basalt foundation. 
Apart from the use of bichrome brick, other striking details include jerkin-head gables with decorative bargeboards to the 
front arms of the 'H', and a projecting rooflet over the school bell at the centre of the facade. 



The facade comprises the two projecting arms (with jerkin heads) flanking a long gabled section set back behind them. At 
the centre is a small projecting gabled roof, supported on triangular brackets with turned pendants, which shelters the 
school bell. Beneath the bell is a circular louvered vent and the school's name in raised lettering. The same circular vent 
motif is repeated on the projecting jerkin-head wings. Windows have an unusually shaped flat-arch lintel of cream brick 
with a red brick keystone at the top, while the sills are basalt (overpainted). The lintels and sills are in line with horizontal 
cream-brick bands. The windows are six-over-six double-hung sashes.



The north and south elevations each have a central 'dormers' continuous with the wall, beneath a small gable with 
decorative bargeboard. Instead of a dormer window they have a circular louvered vent. The bichrome brick decoration is 
continued, with the flat-arched lintels and cream-brick bands at the top and bottom of the windows (six-over-six sashes). 
The north elevation retains all five of its original windows, while the south has only two.



The rear elevation is much simpler in its details. The projecting bays have standard gables with plain bargeboards. 
Bichrome brickwork is still used, though the flat-arched lintels are of a standard type. The projecting bays retain two each 
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original six-over-six sash windows, while another two survive on the long central section (the others having been 
enlarged).



Alterations to the 1873-74 school building include the following. The replacement of the original sash windows on the 
south and rear elevations with banks of larger six-over-six double-hung sashes plus highlights. The flat-arched lintels 
were removed and replaced with a concrete beam, while the window sills were lowered. The three windows in the south 
jerkin-head wing of the facade also had highlights added and sills lower, but the brick flat arches were retained. The 
window replacement may have been the 'external renovations' carried out in 1936.



In more recent times, a number of windows have been converted to doorways. This is true of the present school entrance 
on the facade. Two windows beneath the bell tower were replaced with a large highlight and double glazed doors, leaving 
only the two lintels intact. In addition, on the north side elevation, a new doorway was created between two windows.



The original chimneys have all been replaced with a very simple, interwar type. This may have been done at the same 
time heating stoves were installed in 1947.



The original slate roof was replaced with the present galvanised iron cladding in 1963. Happily the decorative cast-zinc 
finials to the jerkin-head gables and bell tower were retained.



Jubilee gates



The Jubilee gates of 1934 are situated at the corner of Hertford and Alfred streets, on a diagonal. They comprises two tall 
central gate posts and two outer piers linked by a low wall, all in tuckpointed clinker brick with chamfered red bricks at 
the tops. The gates and infill panels on either side are a simple design in mild steel with circular motifs. Resting atop the 
gate posts is a concrete 'beam' with shaped ends. Raised lettering reads: 'Erected by Redan Old Scholars, 1874-1934'.



The pathway from the gates to the entrance of the school has two mature Fraxinus sp. Ash Trees, and two smaller 
specimens arranged symmetrically along each side of the pathway. A mature Lawson's Cypress is also located in the 
grounds of the school. 


Comparative Analysis 

 
185-187 Yarrowee Street, Sebastopol - State School No. 1167 (former)

Statement of Significance 

 
What is significant? 



Redan State School No. 1289 at 32-48 Hertford Street, to the extent of its 1873-4 fabric. 



The bichrome brick building is H-shaped in plan, comprising a long central section flanked by four projecting gabled 
wings. The facade, which addresses Alfred Street, features striking jerkin-head gables with decorative bargeboards and 
finials, louvered circular vents and a small central projecting rooflet sheltering the school bell, also with a finial. 
Windows have an unusually shaped flat-arch lintel of cream brick with a red brick keystone at the top, while the sills are 
basalt (overpainted). The lintels and sills are in line with horizontal cream-brick bands. The north and south elevations 
each have a central 'dormers' continuous with the wall, beneath a small gable with decorative bargeboard. The rear 
elevation is much simpler in its details.
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The Jubilee Gates, to the extent of their 1934 fabric. 



Mature trees of significance include a Chamaecyparis lawsoniana (Lawson's Cypress) planted to commemorate the 
coronation of Queen Elizabeth II and mature Ash trees that line the entrance path. 



How is it significant? 



The Redan State School No. 1289 is of historic, social, aesthetic and architectural significance to the City of Ballarat.



Why is it significant? 



The Redan State School No. 1289 is of historical significance as representation of the dramatic population increase in the 
Redan area (Sebastopol south and west) in the late nineteenth century. The school was built to cater for the children of 
mine workers, and is evidence of the concentration of deep lead mines established in the area, and the mining families 
who followed the work in the mines. (Criterion A)



Redan State School No. 1289 is of social significance as the permanent site for the provision of free, compulsory and 
secular education under the Victorian Education Act 1874. The role of the school as a focus for community life and 
commemoration is reflected in the erection of memorial gates by the Redan Old Scholars' Association in 1934 and 
commemorative planting within the school yard. (Criterion G)



Redan State School No. 1289, to the extent of the 1874 fabric is of architectural significance as a surviving example of a 
state school constructed to a Department of Education standard design in the late 19th century. It is of aesthetic 
significance for decorative details such as polychrome brick, jerkin-head gables with decorative bargeboards and a bell 
tower at the centre of the facade. Its large size and level of architectural pretension reflect the prosperity of Redan during 
the mining era (Criteria D & E)
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History and Historical Context 

 
Locality history



Sebastopol, now a part of the City of Ballarat, was first settled by Europeans in the 1830s. There are many versions of 
who the first squatters in Sebastopol were and where they squatted, but according to Jenkins and Jenkins in The Golden 
Chain (1980), several men were involved in the establishment of pastoral activities in the area, including graziers 
William Cross Yuille, his brother Archie Yuille, Henry Anderson and T Learmonth.



The gold rushes, from 1851 through 1861, brought a new and transformative influx of people into the area. At the 
beginning of the era in the early 1850s, Sebastopol was a collection of tent towns. In 1852, deep lead mining technology 
and methods were first introduced to the Ballarat and Sebastopol goldfields by the newly arrived Cornish, Welsh, Irish 
and Scottish miners (Context 2015:3; Croggon 2002:26, 98). Successful mines in West Ballarat and Sebastopol were the 
Prince of Wales, Albion and the Working Miners, while the Band of Hope and Albion Consols mines were the area's 
largest and wealthiest (Context 2015:4-6).



From the 1850s, the town grew rapidly, particularly around its main centres of Cobblers' Hill, Victoria Street and along 
Albert Street (the focus of the town), and the tent towns gradually merged into formally surveyed town allotments. Cobb 
and Co's coaches passed through the area daily, and McLennans house removers operated in the area. Their business was 
testament to the shifting nature of population on the goldfields, as diggers chased new gold leads around the region, 
taking their houses and other buildings with them. However, Ballarat and Sebastopol were remarkable for the longevity 
of their gold booms (Context 2015:7).



In 1855 the area, commonly referred to as Bonshaw after the squatting run, was renamed 'Sebastopol' after Sevastopol in 
the Ukraine, the site of an important battle during the Crimean War (1853-56). The name 'Sebastopol' was also inspired 
by the realistic reportage of the war. As miners resorted to gunpowder to blast through the basaltic rock of the plateau, 
miners said the noise was like cannon fire as described in the heavy trench and artillery warfare of the Crimean War 
(Context 2015:4). Similarly, nearby Redan was named after Redan Fort, Crimea, the location of another battle during the 
Crimean War (Jenkins 1964:unpaginated). On 1 November 1864 The Borough of Sebastopol was formed (Context 
2015:10).



In order to mine on Crown land, a license system was implemented in 1851, at the beginning of the gold rush, but was 
soon considered prohibitive by the miners and caused unrest, which lead to the Eureka uprising on 3 December 1854. As 
a result, Gold Licenses were replaced with Miner's Rights as the necessary evidence for the occupation of a claim, as 
stated in the 1855 (third) Goldfields Act. The fourth Goldfields Act of 1858 gave increased privileges to holders of 
Miner's Rights, including the right to make a residential claim. At this date, land for the purpose of a residence could not 
exceed 1/8 acre (20 perches) in extent (Wood, 1858). According to the Mining Statute of 1865, one quarter of an acre 
could be occupied for residential purposes. This allowed the construction of a house and gave the lessee the rights of an 
owner (PROV, 'Index to Residence Area Rights' description, VPRS 15678). This resulted in the establishment of gold-
mining towns such as Sebastopol (Miner's Right collection; Goldfields research centre, pers. comm., Nov 2011). The 
provision of residence areas, leased from the Crown at low rents, allowed two-thirds of miners to own their own homes, 
often small cottages 'with gardens big enough for hens and vegetables' (Dingle 1984:96). The residence areas, such as 
that found in Sebastopol, were established in response to the generally poor conditions and economic insecurity suffered 
by the majority of miners, as 'little of the gold they mined stuck to their fingers' (Dingle 1984:96). In Sebastopol, many 
houses were built while the land was held under Miner's Rights. An exception is the early commercial hub on Albert 
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Street, near Birdwood Avenue, where freehold land sales occurred in the 1860s. 



Under the 1884 Residence Areas Act, holders of Miner's Rights were now able to purchase land in gold-bearing areas, if 
they had resided on the land for two and a half years, made substantial improvements and if the land was not required for 
mining or public purposes (PROV, 'Register of purchases, residential areas' description, VPRS 14294). 



Gold mining in Sebastopol began to slow and ceased altogether after the outbreak of World War I. As a result, the 
community reduced in size, as miners sought employment elsewhere, with many of the houses removed and relocated. 
The population decrease was reflected in school enrolment numbers, particularly at Sebastopol State School No. 1167 
(Sebastopol State School c1973 pamphlet).



Post World War II the population again began to rise and the influence of postwar immigration on the area was 
significant. New industries appeared, along with many new houses (Sebastopol State School c1973 pamphlet; Context 
2015:10). Gradually, Miner's Rights were converted to freehold, with an increase evident in the 1960s in the Ballarat 
area. Certificates of Title for properties in Sebastopol indicate that Crown Grants were issued into the 1970s and 80s.



Place history



Stylistic analysis of the house suggests that it was built in two stages. The western section dates to c1860, while the 
eastern section was added in the 1880s.



A field survey conducted in October 1879 indicates that Josiah Magor leased the land for mining purposes (Application 
223), and that there was an extant house at what appears to be the current 4 Hertford Street, owned by Edward Wilson 
(Surveyor's Field Notebooks, book 4:147). Edward Wilson was living at the property from has early as 1864 when he 
was witness to an assult on the Sebastopol Road outside his residence (The Ballarat Star, 14/6/1864, p. 5).



The house at 4 Hertford Street has details, particularly the unique window hood on the facade, which matches that of a 
builder and timber merchant, Edward Blewett. Blewett's timber yard was located on Albert Street, between Bala and 
Vickers streets (Jenkins, 1964:unpaginated). An undated advertisement, held by the Sebastopol Historical Society, 
promotes high-grade and smaller 'Blewett Homes', designed and constructed by 'E. Blewett Builder, etc. Sebastopol'. 
The advertisement depicts two turn-of-the century timber houses. One depicts a house which resembles 26 Docwra 
Street, Sebastopol. The unique window hood in the image is seen on 4 Hertford Street, Sebastopol, which may also 
suggest the same builder. 



The Crown Grant for the land (allotment 22, section 13) was issued to Terry and Antoinette Brady, of 4 Hertford Street, 
in February 1984 (Title 9645/484; Township of Sebastopol plan). The late issue of the Crown land is due to the land 
being leased prior to this from the Crown, under a Miner's Right. 



Sources

Blake, Leslie (1973), Vision and Realisation, A centenary history of state education in Victoria, Melbourne.

Certificates of Title, as cited above. 

Context (2015), Sebastopol Heritage Study Stage 2: Volume 1: Key Findings & Recommendations; Thematic 
History, prepared for City of Ballarat.

Dingle, Tony (1984), The Victorians: Settling, Melbourne. 

Goldfields research centre, Bendigo, personal communication, November 2011. 

Jenkins, E D (1964), Sebastopol Victoria, An historical survey of early Sebastopol, Sebastopol. 

Jenkins, E D & Arthur J Jenkins (1980), The Golden Chain, Sebastopol. 

Miner's Right collection, http://www.onmydoorstep.com.au/heritage-listing/13628/miners-rights-collection, accessed 29 
Nov 2011.

Neil Wright of the Sebastopol Historical Society, personal communication, November 2011. 


House
Hermes No 183815 Place Citation Report

01:54 PM26-Jun-2015

HERITAGE CITATION REPORT

238



Public Records Office, Victoria (PROV), 'Register of purchases, residential areas' description, VPRS 14294. 

Public Records Office, Victoria (PROV), 'Index to Residence Area Rights' description, VPRS 15678. 

Sebastopol Historical Society (SHS) notes & 'Blewett - Builder news artcile', viewed 2011

Sebastopol State School (c1973), 'Sebastopol State School No.1167 Centenary, 1873-1973', pamphlet [unpaginated].

Surveyor's Field Notebooks, VPRS 3688/P0/Unit 1 1869-1886, held at Ballarat Archives branch of PROV.

Township of Sebastopol Plan, VPRS 16171/P1/Unit 5707 part 3, held at Public Records Office of Victoria.

Wood, John Dennistoun, 'The Gold Fields Act: A practical explanation with an abstract of the Act and appendices', 
pamphlet held by the State Library of Victoria, http://www.slv.vic.gov.au/vicpamphlets/0/3/9/pdf/vp0393.pdf, accessed 
Nov 2011.

Description 

 
Physical Description 

 
The timber house at 4 Hertford Street was built in two distinct phases, both of which are clearly expressed on the facade. 
The house has a small setback from the street, and is partially concealed by a high and unsympathetic solid timber 
fence.



The first section, of the 1860s, comprises the left-hand two thirds of the house, and is clad in weatherboards. At the end is 
a gable-fronted bay that projects out from the centre, hipped-roof section which has a front verandah. The gable has a 
very simple bargeboard and plain double-hung sash window. Another one is located beneath the verandah. Seams in the 
weatherboards beneath the verandah indicate that the original front door was located next to the projecting bay. The 
verandah roof has a bullnosed roof, with early corrugated iron. As this style was not common until the late 1880s and 
1890s, it appears to date from the enlargement of the house at this time.



The roof to the 1860s part of the house has been recently reclad in corrugated metal. This part of the building has no 
surviving chimneys. The verandah to this section has modern square posts (the cast-iron frieze plus brackets may date to 
the 1880s works).



The second section, of the 1880s, comprises a wide projecting bay at the right-hand side of the facade with a metal-clad 
M-hip roof. In comparison to the very plain and simple 1860s section, this phase is highly decorative with extensive and 
very high-quality detailing.



The facade of the bay is clad with ashlar-look boards, with an unusually complex cornice above. The cornice comprises 
pairs of brackets with turned drops surrounded by three patarae. Between each group of brackets and patarae are cricket 
bats moulds with curved ends echoing the adjacent patarae. The 1880s front entry is located on the left-hand side of this 
bay. It is slightly recessed with a three-panel reveal on either side. The four-paneled door has heavy mouldings including 
cricket bats. The door retains coloured glass sidelights and a highlight. Below the sidelights are diagonal lining board 
panels. Beside the door is a double-hung window with sidelights set beneath a dentilated hood with decorative scrolled 
frieze at the bottom. 



There is a small verandah sheltering the doorway, which appears to be an alteration of c1920s. It has a flat roof with 
exposed rafter ends. The posts are plain with moulded capitals (which may have been salvaged from elsewhere on the 
house). Cast-iron brackets, which differ from the pattern of the main verandah (on the 1860s section) may have also been 
salvaged. The floor before the door threshold is paved with bricks - also a later alteration.



The east side elevation of the 1880s section has one pair of double-hung windows and a single one, both with a 
decorative hood (without the scalloped frieze). This secondary elevation is clad in plain weatherboards, but the complex 
cornice is continued. One of the two polychrome brick chimneys with a corbelled and moulded brick cornice is clearly 
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visible on this elevation. The second chimney is on the other side of the M-hip roof and is visible when viewing the 
facade. 


Comparative Analysis 

 
26 Docwra Street, Sebastopol - House



122 Albert Street, Sebastopol - House 'Clontarn'

Statement of Significance 

 
What is significant? 



The timber house at 4 Hertford Street, Sebastopol, constructed in two stages in the 1860s and 1880s. The 1860s section 
comprises the left two-thirds of the house and is clad in weatherboard. The front elevation has a gabled bay to the left of 
the facade and a central hipped-roof section with a verandah. The verandah has a bullnosed roof which is likely to date to 
the 1880s. The 1880s section is highly decorative and comprises a wide bay at the right of the facade, with a M-hip roof 
and mock-ashlar cladding to the facade of the bay. A porch projects from this hipped-roof bay, covering the 
entrance.Two polychrome brick chimneys remain in the 1880s section of the house. 



How is it significant? 



The timber house at 4 Hertford Street, Sebastopol, is of historic and architectural significance to the City of Ballarat.



Why is it significant?



The timber house is of historical significance for its association with the provision of Miner's Rights administered under 
the various Goldfield Acts of the mid-nineteenth century, which entitled the holder to a residential claim of up to one 
quarter of an acre on Crown land, for the construction of a dwelling. The house at 4 Hertford Street was held under a 
Miner's Right until 1984, before the freehold was purchased from the Crown. (Criterion A)



The timber house is of architectural significance as a surviving example of a dwelling constructed during two distinct 
periods, the 1860s and 1880s. The 1880s section is distinguished by fine details such as mock-ashlar timber cladding, 
decorative hoods over windows and the front door with paneled reveal and coloured glass sidelights.The 1880s section is 
of further architectural interest as one of only few surviving examples of "Blewett Homes" a highly localised 'kit home' 
designed and built by local timber merchant and builder, E. Blewett. (Criteria A & D)
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Recommended 
Heritage Protection

VHR No HI No PS Yes

History and Historical Context 

 
Locality history



Sebastopol, now a part of the City of Ballarat, was first settled by Europeans in the 1830s. There are many versions of 
who the first squatters in Sebastopol were and where they squatted, but according to Jenkins and Jenkins in The Golden 
Chain (1980), several men were involved in the establishment of pastoral activities in the area, including graziers 
William Cross Yuille, his brother Archie Yuille, Henry Anderson and T Learmonth.



The gold rushes, from 1851 through 1861, brought a new and transformative influx of people into the area. At the 
beginning of the era in the early 1850s, Sebastopol was a collection of tent towns. In 1852, deep lead mining technology 
and methods were first introduced to the Ballarat and Sebastopol goldfields by the newly arrived Cornish, Welsh, Irish 
and Scottish miners (Context 2015:3; Croggon 2002:26, 98). Successful mines in West Ballarat and Sebastopol were the 
Prince of Wales, Albion and the Working Miners, while the Band of Hope and Albion Consols mines were the area's 
largest and wealthiest (Context 2015:4-6).



From the 1850s, the town grew rapidly, particularly around its main centres of Cobblers' Hill, Victoria Street and along 
Albert Street (the focus of the town), and the tent towns gradually merged into formally surveyed town allotments. Cobb 
and Co's coaches passed through the area daily, and McLennans house removers operated in the area. Their business was 
testament to the shifting nature of population on the goldfields, as diggers chased new gold leads around the region, 
taking their houses and other buildings with them. However, Ballarat and Sebastopol were remarkable for the longevity 
of their gold booms (Context 2015:7).



In 1855 the area, commonly referred to as Bonshaw after the squatting run, was renamed 'Sebastopol' after Sevastopol in 
the Ukraine, the site of an important battle during the Crimean War (1853-56). The name 'Sebastopol' was also inspired 
by the realistic reportage of the war. As miners resorted to gunpowder to blast through the basaltic rock of the plateau, 
miners said the noise was like cannon fire as described in the heavy trench and artillery warfare of the Crimean War 
(Context 2015:4). Similarly, nearby Redan was named after Redan Fort, Crimea, the location of another battle during the 
Crimean War (Jenkins 1964:unpaginated). On 1 November 1864 The Borough of Sebastopol was formed (Context 
2015:10).



In order to mine on Crown land, a license system was implemented in 1851, at the beginning of the gold rush, but was 
soon considered prohibitive by the miners and caused unrest, which lead to the Eureka uprising on 3 December 1854. As 
a result, Gold Licenses were replaced with Miner's Rights as the necessary evidence for the occupation of a claim, as 
stated in the 1855 (third) Goldfields Act. The fourth Goldfields Act of 1858 gave increased privileges to holders of 
Miner's Rights, including the right to make a residential claim. At this date, land for the purpose of a residence could not 
exceed 1/8 acre (20 perches) in extent (Wood, 1858). According to the Mining Statute of 1865, one quarter of an acre 
could be occupied for residential purposes. This allowed the construction of a house and gave the lessee the rights of an 
owner (PROV, 'Index to Residence Area Rights' description, VPRS 15678). This resulted in the establishment of gold-
mining towns such as Sebastopol (Miner's Right collection; Goldfields research centre, pers. comm., Nov 2011). The 
provision of residence areas, leased from the Crown at low rents, allowed two-thirds of miners to own their own homes, 
often small cottages 'with gardens big enough for hens and vegetables' (Dingle 1984:96). The residence areas, such as 
that found in Sebastopol, were established in response to the generally poor conditions and economic insecurity suffered 
by the majority of miners, as 'little of the gold they mined stuck to their fingers' (Dingle 1984:96). In Sebastopol, many 
houses were built while the land was held under Miner's Rights. An exception is the early commercial hub on Albert 
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Street, near Birdwood Avenue, where freehold land sales occurred in the 1860s. 



Under the 1884 Residence Areas Act, holders of Miner's Rights were now able to purchase land in gold-bearing areas, if 
they had resided on the land for two and a half years, made substantial improvements and if the land was not required for 
mining or public purposes (PROV, 'Register of purchases, residential areas' description, VPRS 14294). 



Gold mining in Sebastopol began to slow and ceased altogether after the outbreak of World War I. As a result, the 
community reduced in size, as miners sought employment elsewhere, with many of the houses removed and relocated. 
The population decrease was reflected in school enrolment numbers, particularly at Sebastopol State School No. 1167 
(Sebastopol State School c1973 pamphlet).



Post World War II the population again began to rise and the influence of postwar immigration on the area was 
significant. New industries appeared, along with many new houses (Sebastopol State School c1973 pamphlet; Context 
2015:10). Gradually, Miner's Rights were converted to freehold, with an increase evident in the 1960s in the Ballarat 
area. Certificates of Title for properties in Sebastopol indicate that Crown Grants were issued into the 1970s and 80s.



Place history



In the late 1940s, the Polish community in Ballarat was established, as Polish families moved to Ballarat from other parts 
of Australia. This included Father Wldyslaw Ziolkos, who began to say mass at St Patrick's Church, Ballarat in Polish to 
cater for the growing community. In 1949 the Polish community in Ballarat consisted of 52 families and 76 individuals. 
Numbers within the local community continued to grow with increased immigration to Australia in the 1950s (Derwinski, 
1993:93; SHS, pers. comm., Sep 2011).



The Polish Association of Ballarat (PAB) was established one Sunday after Polish mass, prior to 1953. At this date the 
PAB held theatre and traditional Polish dancing groups and celebrated national holidays and memorial events. Father 
Ziolkos started the first Polish School, teaching children Polish language and history, at the home of PAB committee 
member Stanislaw Cacek on Albert Street, Sebastopol (Derwinski, 1993:93). PAB's activities are an example of the 
realisation of multiculturalism in Australian and particularly Ballarat City. 



In 1960, PAB applied to become part of the Polish Community of Victoria. In 1967 a Women's Group was created, 
which later became the Mother's Group of PAB (Derwinski, 1993:95 & 100). 



From its early days PAB intended to purchase an existing hall or land to create a Polish Community Hall. In 1955, W 
Kitlowski offered to donate a block of land on Fraser Street, however this offer appears not have been accepted. Around 
1967, PAB considered, but did not purchase, a block of land on Skipton Street, an existing hall at 9 Lyon street and a 
very finehouse at 504 Darling Street, Redan. In 1968 a trust was established to raise money for a new hall, which 
proceeded to successfully collected funds from the Polish Community (Derwinski, 1993:94-98; SHS, pers. comm., Sep 
2011).



In 1972, land on Orion Street was purchased for $3,700, under Chairman S Burcon. The land was vacant except for an 
existing hayshed. In July 1972, funds of $1,774 were raised for the construction of the new hall. The hall was built by 
Franciszek Rymkiewicz, with help from the men of the community, who donated their time every weekend and after 
work (Derwinski, 1993:98).



The men of the local Polish community who helped construct the hall also built their own houses. Rows of these houses, 
dating between 1950 and 1970, can be seen opposite the Hall on Orion Street. There is also a row of six houses on Albert 
Street, near the Royal Mail Hotel, between Alfred Street and Verdon Streets (SHS, pers. comm., Sep 2011). 



William Stephen MLA officially opened the Kopernicus Polish Hall at 26-28 Orion Street, Sebastopol on 14 September 
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1976. It was blessed by Bishop Szczepan Wesoly on 2 October 1976 (Derwinski, 1993:98).



On 5 August 1978, celebrations were held for the 25th anniversary of PAB, which included laying a wreath on the Tomb 
of the Unknown Soldier and a ball (Derwinski, 1993:99).



Membership numbers for PAB have fallen in recent years, due to a decrease in the number of Polish community 
members, however, PAB is still active and supports other organisations, including the Central Polish Community and the 
Sports Centre in Albion (Derwinski, 1993:100).



In 2011, The Polish Association of Ballarat is affiliated with the Polish Community Council of Victoria (Polish 
Community Council of Victoria, 'PCCV affiliated organsiations'). 



The hall derives its name from the Polish Renaissance-era astronomer and scholar Nicholas Copernicus. 



Sources

Blake, Leslie (1973), Vision and Realisation, A centenary history of state education in Victoria, Melbourne.

Context (2015), Sebastopol Heritage Study Stage 2: Volume 1: Key Findings & Recommendations; Thematic 
History, prepared for City of Ballarat.

Derwinski, Z (ed.), Kronika Federacji Polskich organizacji w Wiktorii, 1962-1992, Melbourne, Polish Community 
Council of Victoria, 1993 [in Polish; translated by Natica Schmeder]. 

Dingle, Tony (1984), The Victorians: Settling, Melbourne. 

Goldfields research centre, Bendigo, personal communication, November 2011. 

Jenkins, E D (1964), Sebastopol Victoria, An historical survey of early Sebastopol, Sebastopol. 

Jenkins, E D & Arthur J Jenkins (1980), The Golden Chain, Sebastopol. 

Miner's Right collection, http://www.onmydoorstep.com.au/heritage-listing/13628/miners-rights-collection, accessed 29 
Nov 2011.

Neil Wright of the Sebastopol Historical Society, personal communication, November 2011. 

Polish Community Council of Victoria, 'PCCV affiliated organsiations', 
http://www.pccv.org.au/english.php?g=about&f=affiliated, accessed 26/8/2011.

Public Records Office, Victoria (PROV), 'Register of purchases, residential areas' description, VPRS 14294. 

Public Records Office, Victoria (PROV), 'Index to Residence Area Rights' description, VPRS 15678. 

Sebastopol State School (c1973), 'Sebastopol State School No.1167 Centenary, 1873-1973', pamphlet [unpaginated].

Wood, John Dennistoun, 'The Gold Fields Act: A practical explanation with an abstract of the Act and appendices', 
pamphlet held by the State Library of Victoria, http://www.slv.vic.gov.au/vicpamphlets/0/3/9/pdf/vp0393.pdf, accessed 
Nov 2011.

Description 

 
Physical Description 

 
Copernicus Hall is a simple building constructed of grey Besser blocks, with a parapeted facade of narrow white textured 
blocks with diaper patterns in brown blocks. It is situated behind a high chain-link fence with a decorative wrought iron 
gate in front of the hall. The gate contains decorative motifs such as hearts, scrolls, a central sun and crescent moons at 
the corners, and cardinal directions (N, S, E, W), making reference to the astronomical studies of Nicholas Copernicus. 
Copernicus' birth and death dates are given (1473 - 1543), as well as an inscription in Polish translated as the 'N 
Copernicus Polish Hall'.



The name is given in English on the brick facade ('Copernicus Hall'), and a sheet metal coat of arms with the Polish 
imperial eagle sits above the entrance. The double ledged front doors are situated in a recessed entryway.
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The side elevations reveal three distinct parts to the building. The front section has a gabled roof (hidden behind the 
parapet), with high-set windows. Behind it is a section with a very low pitched roof, which also has high-set windows. 
Finally, there is a flat-roofed addition on the north side, set well back from the facade, which has a simple carport 
attached to it. All three sections are constructed of the same grey Besser block.



There is a large grassy area on the north side of the building. Young trees around its borders have commemorative 
plaques on them. 


Comparative Analysis 

 
No comparative examples have been found in Sebastopol or the City of Ballarat

Statement of Significance 

 
What is significant? 



Copernicus Hall, at 26-28 Orion Street Sebastopol, to the extent of the 1976 fabric and the entrance gate. 



The building is a simple Besser block rectangular hall, with a parapeted facade of patterned white textured bricks 
featuring diaper patterns in brown blocks. The entrance gate is a decorative wrought iron gate with motifs.



How is it significant? 



Copernicus Hall is of local historic, social and aesthetic significance. 



Why is it significant? 



Copernicus Hall is of historic significance for is association with the post-war settlement of migrants in Sebastopol and as 
a site for expressing the cultural traditions of the Polish community of Ballarat. (Criterion A)



Copernicus Hall is of social significance for providing a focus for Ballarat's Polish community and a site for social and 
cultural exchange. The hall was constructed by Franciszek Rymkiewicz with the assistance of local members of the 
Polish Association of Ballarat. (Criterion G)



The wrought iron gates are of aesthetic significance for their decorative quality and workmanship. (Criterion E)
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Recommended 
Heritage Protection

VHR No HI No PS Yes

History and Historical Context 

 
Locality History



The first European occupation of this area was formalised by James Barlow Smythe, who took up his run 'Nentingbool' 
in 1838 (Billis & Kenyon, 1974:259). Smythe named the creek which ran through his property 'Smythe's Creek', 
although it later became known as Woady Yaloak Creek (a version of the aboriginal name for the area) (Roberts, 1930:7). 




In 1853, gold was discovered near the Woady Yaloak Creek, at what would become the Woady Yaloak Diggings - 
subsequently re named as Smythe's Creek. In 1857, a deep lead mine was established on the site of the settlement now 
known as Smythes Creek, and a tent town of prospectors, miners and surveyors was established. According to Roberts 
(1930:10) in 1857, there were eight steam engines, two steam pups, 42 puddling machines, 23 whims and 20 toms at 
work locally. 



Miners soon flocked to the area and numerous townships sprang up as the diggers traced the gold leads along the 
underground streams (Roberts, 1930:6-10). Some of the settlements included: Bunker's Hill, Sago Hill, Smythes Creek, 
Haddon, Nintingbool, Ross Creek, Canico, Smythesdale, Browns Diggings, Scarsdale, Black Hill, Newtown, 
Brownsvale, Golden Lake, Italian Gully, Staffordshire Reef, Derwent Jacks, Grand Trunk, Piggoreet, Devil's Kitchen, 
Springdallah, Happy Valley and Lucky Woman's (Woady Yallock Historical Society, 2011). Only a few of the 
settlements evolved into permanent townships, and only the townships of Scarsdale and Smythesdale survive as active 
towns today.



Thematic history
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Schools, like halls and churches, are a tangible symbol of community formation and illustrate the rise and sometimes 
decline of a district over time. The first schools in the study area were private schools. The earliest of these in Sebastopol 
was a boys' school taught by Mr Holmes, which consisted of about 50 students, and Miss Thompson's girls' school. A 
Mrs Slater held a third school on the corner of Albert and Morgan streets, near the current tram terminus. West of the 
Sebastopol baths, Miss Kent ran a girls' school. Other schools in the 1860s were run by James Keane, Charles Grosse on 
Verdon Street and Mr Sleeman on Kent Street. Ebenezer Church School was also open on the corner of Leith and Ascot 
streets (Sebastopol State School, c1973 pamphlet; Carless, 1974:16). 



A school was opened in a house behind the Holy Trinity Church in 1861 by Edward Twiss, which later became Common 
School No.578. In Victoria in 1873, the new Education Act was announced, making education free, secular and 
compulsory for children between the ages of six and fifteen. Sebastopol School No.578 was subsequently taken over by 
the government, and became Sebastopol State School No.1167, which was officially opened in January 1873. However, 
classes remained in the building behind Holy Trinity and at a large Wesleyan school room on Beverin Street, with W E 
Whatty as the new Head Teacher. In 1875, Sebastopol State School No.1167 had the highest number of enrolled students 
in Victoria (Sebastopol State School, c1973 pamphlet; Carless, 1974:16). 



On January 1873, a petition signed by over 200 parents was forwarded to the Victorian Government asking that the 
Ebenezer Church School continue as a State School for its 418 students. In the same year, the residents of 'Cobblers' 
(southern Sebastopol), requested a school be established in Redan (Carless, 1974:16). Subsequently, in February 1875, 
Redan State School No.1289 was opened, under Head Teacher Mr John Dennan (Sebastopol Council 
c1964:unpaginated).



In Smythesdale, the Church of England opened School No.571 in 1856, and the building constructed in 1858, yet the 
school closed shortly afterwards in 1871. This was immediately replaced with Smythesdale School No.978 (Blake, 
1973:662). Smythes Creek School No.1504, on the Glenelg Highway (originally Smythesdale Road), was built c1874 and 
closed in 1930 (Ward et al, 1998; SHS, pers. comm., Sep 2011). 



Sebastopol was the first locality in Victoria to institute supervised school crossings in 1960, and later the same year, paid 
crossing attendants (Sebastopol History Timeline, '1900s', accessed 25/8/2011). 



Place history



The former Smythes Creek State School No.1504 is located within the boundaries of 624 Glenelg Highway, the site of 
the former post office. The land for the school was donated by the former Post Office. 



Circa 1874, State School No.1504 was built at 606 Glenelg Highway (originally Smythesdale Road), by builders Lewis 
and Roberts. A section of the building served as a teacher's residence (Ward et al, 1998; SHS, pers. comm., Sep 2011). 



The school closed in 1930 (SHS, pers. comm., Sep 2011). In 2011 the school building serves as a residential building, 
adjoined to a newly constructed house.



Sources

Billis, RV & AS Kenyon (1974), Pastoral Pioneers of Port Phillip, Melbourne. 

Blake, Leslie (1973), Vision and Realisation, A centenary history of state education in Victoria, Melbourne. 

Carless, Ronald L (1974), Redan State School 1289, Centenary history 1874-1974, Redan. 

Douglas Family File, held at the Woady Yaloak Historical Society, cited January 2012.

Gibbs, C (1984), History of Postal Services in Victoria, Melbourne. 

Jenkins, E D (1964), Sebastopol Victoria, An historical survey of early Sebastopol, Sebastopol. 

Premier Postal, Post Office List, 'Smythes Creek Post Office, https://www.premierpostal.com/cgi-
bin/wsProd.sh/Viewpocd.w?, accessed January 2012. 
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Roberts, JG (1930), Smythes Creek and Smythesdale. 

Sebastopol Historical Society (SHS), personal communication, September 2011. 

Sebastopol State School (c1973), 'Sebastopol State School No.1167 Centenary, 1873-1973', pamphlet [unpaginated].

The Argus.

Woady Yallock Historical Society, personal communication 2011.

Wood, John Dennistoun, 'The Gold Fields Act: A practical explanation with an abstract of the Act and appendices', 
pamphlet held by the State Library of Victoria, http://www.slv.vic.gov.au/vicpamphlets/0/3/9/pdf/vp0393.pdf, accessed 
Nov 2011.

Description 

 
Physical Description 

 
The former Smythes Creek State School No 1504 is a small brick building, containing both the schoolroom and teacher's 
residence. The schoolroom has triple brick walls and the residence double brick walls resting on basalt foundations, 
neither with a cavity. The walls have been painted many times, the earliest layers showing an oxide red limewash, 
suggesting that damp penetration through the brick was an early problem.



The schoolroom has a gabled facade with a timber finial and a gabled porch on the left-hand side of the facade. The 
doorway has a flat-arched lintel and bluestone sill (cracked) and step. The door is four-panelled with shallow mouldings. 
The windows are all six-over-six double-hung sashes, with flat-arched lintels and basalt sills. The one on the facade and 
three on the east elevation are all at a normal height, while the one on the north end is high set to allow for a chalkboard 
below. There is a rectangular, louvered vent with basalt sill in the apex of each gable.



A doorway was added to the north end of the schoolroom, probably when it was converted to a house, as was an internal 
door linking it to the residence. The external door is ledged and framed.



The teacher's residence comprises a narrow gable perpendicular to and flush with the school room facade, with a skillion 
behind it. There is a joint in the bricks and the foundations where the kitchen section of the skillion was constructed as an 
early addition. There is an external brick kitchen chimney, to the west wall of the skillion, with a band of corbelling. This 
chimney is identical to the chimney near the ridgeline of this wing. The residence has the same type of windows as the 
school room (with modern shutters added). 



The gable end of the residence has an identical bargeboard, finial and louvered vent as the schoolroom. The four-panelled 
door is also the same as the one to the school porch. 



A fibro-walled bathroom and laundry extension was made to the north side of the residence, most likely when the entire 
building was converted to residential use in 1930. This has been partially demolished by the present owners to make way 
for a link with a new house set behind the school. Care has been taken for this link to be reversible. The new house is 
about twice the size as the school, but has been designed to echo it in form (gabled roofs) and materials (red brick).



Behind the schoolroom is a dome brick well (with a new pump installed on it). There are also two rough fence posts at 
the west side of the site, near the front boundary, which indicate the original diagonal rear boundary to the school site, 
which date post c1874.



The school building is surrounded by mature trees, including Pussy willow (Salix cinera), Tortured Willow (Salix 
matsudana). A traditional perimeter planting ofMonterey Pine (Pinus radiata) survive, as does a Cypress hedge.The 
garden and trees provide an attractive setting and context for the former School, and have some interest as they are likely 
to have an association with the children of the school. 
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Statement of Significance 

 
What is significant? 



The former Smythes Creek State School No. 1504 at 606 Glenelg Highway to the extent of the c1874 fabric and early 
additions, including a kitchen skillion to the residence section. The building comprises a brick schoolroom with front 
entrance porch and attached living quarters. The schoolroom has a gabled facade and a gabled porch on the left-hand side 
of the facade. The door is four-panelled with shallow mouldings. The windows are all six-over-six double-hung sashes, 
with flat-arched lintels and basalt sills.



Trees which provide an important setting include Pinus radiata (Monterey Pine), Salix caprea (Pussy Willow), Salix 
matsudana (Tortured Willow) a hedge of Cupressocyparis x leylandii (Leyland Cypress). Also of significance is the 
domed brick well at the rear of the school house, and remains of an early post and rail fence.



The c1930s fibro-cement extension to the north elevation is not of significance, nor is the large modern brick residence or 
outbuildings located to the rear of the school. 



How is it significant? 



The former Smythes Creek State School No. 1504 is of local historic and architectural significance. 



Why is it significant? 



The former Smythes Creek State School is of historical significance as a small rural school established to educate the 
children of the small Smythes Creek settlement, based on mining and then agricultural pursuits. It is one of the few 
tangible reminders of the former mining settlement of Smythes Creek. (Criteron A)



The former Smythes Creek State School is of architectural significance as a representative example of a small rural 
school house with attached living quarters, constructed in 1874 to a Department of Education standard design by builders 
Lewis and Roberts. (Criterion D)
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HERITAGE CITATION REPORT

Name Roxburgh Dairy Farm (former)

Address 624 Glenelg Highway SMYTHES CREEK Significance Level Local

Place Type Farm,Post Office

Citation Date 2015

Recommended 
Heritage Protection

VHR No HI No PS Yes

History and Historical Context 

 
Locality history



The first European occupation of this area was formalised by James Barlow Smythe, who took up his run 'Nentingbool' 
in 1838 (Billis & Kenyon, 1974:259). Smythe named the creek which ran through his property 'Smythe's Creek', 
although it later became known as Woady Yaloak Creek (a version of the Aboriginal name for the area) (Roberts, 
1930:7). 



In 1853, gold was discovered near the Woady Yaloak Creek, at what would become the Woady Yaloak Diggings - 
subsequently re named as Smythe's Creek. In 1857, a deep lead mine was established on the site of the settlement now 
known as Smythes Creek, and a tent town of prospectors, miners and surveyors was established. According to Roberts 
(1930:10) in 1857, there were eight steam engines, two steam pups, 42 puddling machines, 23 whims and 20 toms at 
work locally. 
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Miners soon flocked to the area and numerous townships sprang up as the diggers traced the gold leads along the 
underground streams (Roberts, 1930:6-10). Some of the settlements included: Bunker's Hill, Sago Hill, Smythes Creek, 
Haddon, Nintingbool, Ross Creek, Canico, Smythesdale, Browns Diggings, Scarsdale, Black Hill, Newtown, 
Brownsvale, Golden Lake, Italian Gully, Staffordshire Reef, Derwent Jacks, Grand Trunk, Piggoreet, Devil's Kitchen, 
Springdallah, Happy Valley and Lucky Woman's (Woady Yallock Historical Society, 2011). Only a few of the 
settlements evolved into permanent townships, and only the townships of Scarsdale and Smythesdale survive as active 
towns today.



Place history



The homestead block of the former Roxburgh Farm at 624 Glenelg Highway is located on Allotment 17, Section 2, 
Parish of Cardigan. The parcel originally comprised 59 acres, 2 roods and 10 perches and was acquired from the Crown 
by Hosea Jamieson on January 15, 1856. Jamieson also purchased 5 adjacent parcels at the sale, being Allotments 3, 4, 5, 
15 and 16 (Cardigan Parish plan, 1889).



It appears that Jamieson built a small, hip roof cottage during the 1850s, which is believed to still stand just behind the 
current house. It is shown in a 1906 pictorial spread with a timber shingle roof, deep front verandah and an addition at the 
rear doubling its size (Evening Echo, 16 Dec 1906:6). 



In the 1870s a portion of allotment 17 (currently 606 Glenelg Highway) was donated to build the Smythes Creek State 
School No.1504 (c1874) (SHS, pers. comm., Sep 2011). There is no indication of a transfer of ownership of the land in 
the Certificates of Title. 



In July 1889, Jamieson sold the land to John Sword Douglas, dairy farmer (Title 2178/576), who named the property 
Roxburgh and established a substantial dairy farm. By 1906 there were two 10-room houses on the property, standing 
next to one another (Evening Echo, 16 Dec 1906:6). The house on the east side of the entrance drive (since demolished) 
is a blockfronted, hip roof Victorian house with a return verandah. It has two polychrome brick chimneys, which were 
popular in the 1890s in Sebastopol. Considering the lack of growth in the front garden, this house appears to have been 
recently built in 1906. 



The house on the west side of the entrance drive (which survives), however, is shown set in a more mature garden. 
Considering its simple corbelled chimneys (overpainted) and verandah frieze framed in timber, it appears to date from the 
1870s (i.e., built for Jamieson), or possibly the 1880s (thus for Douglas). The date of the house must be confirmed with a 
closer inspection.



Roxburgh Farm was located six miles southwest of Ballarat on the Smythesdale - Ballarat Road (now the Glenelg 
Highway) and supplied the urban population of Ballarat with fresh milk, delivered daily by a fleet of horse drawn carts 
(Evening Echo, 16 Dec 1906:6). It is likely that Roxburgh also supplied to the nearby Cambrian Hill creamery. 



By the turn of the century Roxburgh dairy farm had grown to encompass 1500 acres, with a herd of 200 cows, of which 
100 were hand milked daily. So successful was John Douglas' enterprise, that Ballarat's daily Labour newspaper, the 
Evening Echo (16 Dec 1906:6), ran a profile of the property in 1906. The article describes the farm as 'one of the best 
known and best appointed in the whole of Victoria', being 'so trim and neat, so old-world in its aspect, a variable English 
picture set in an Australian frame'. A series of accompanying photographs depicts John Douglas with his sons, Thomas 
and Albert Douglas, standing in front of four milk delivery trucks, two timber farmhouses and a complex of outbuildings 
(it appears that the long Cow Shed survives). It is likely that the Thomas and Albert and their families occupied 
Roxburgh Farm's two large houses, as John Douglas is recorded as residing in Ballarat by this time. 



In addition to farming, members of the Douglas family were involved in local government, with both John and Thomas 
serving the north riding of the Shire of Grenville between the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries (Argus 19 Aug 
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1903:6; 21 Sep 1904:5).



From c1913, Thomas Douglas operated the Smythes Road Post Office from the house of Thomas and Isabella Douglas at 
Roxburgh Farm. Prior to this, from 1905, a restricted postal service (receiving office) had operated from the Smythes 
Creek State School (currently 606 Glenelg Highway). At Roxburgh Farm, Thomas Douglas was postmaster and his 
daughter Jean Douglas was his assistant (Gibbs 1984:102; Premier Postal Post Office list; Douglas family file).



From 1 July 1927 the service was upgraded to the Smythes Creek Post Office and Miss Jean Douglas was recorded as 
postmistress from 1929. Mrs Isabella Douglas is recorded as the subsequent postmistress following Jean's death, aged 27, 
in 1932 (Douglas family file).



It appears that the Evening Echo presented Roxburgh Farm at the height of its success, as over the next 20 years, the 
Douglas family, and indeed the property, experienced significant losses. Upon the death of John Douglas in 1919, 
Roxburgh was described as comprising only 958 acres. Though it still had numerous outbuildings at this time: 2 stables, 2 
cart sheds, a barn, a cow shed, piggeries, loose boxes, 2 dairies, a hay shed and implement shed (Douglas probate file). 
The executors subdivided the land, selling allotments 3 and 15 (Title 2178/576). 



The farm continued to operate in partnership between Thomas and Albert Douglas until their deaths; resulting from 
accidents at Roxburgh in 1929 and 1937 respectively (Argus, 19 Feb 1929:14). By 1939, Roxburgh dairy farm ceased 
operation and the property was further subdivided and sold. 



In 1939, George Kent, dairy farmer, purchased the timber house with a 337 acre portion (including Allotments 4, 5, 16 
and 17; matching the current boundaries of 624 Glenelg Highway) (Title 2178/576). It is unclear when the second 
farmhouse, located to the east of the existing one was demolished.



From 1940, Mrs Unis Kent ran the local postal service before Miss Una Annie Kent became postmistress in 1946; a 
position which she held for over fifty years until 1993 (Douglas family file).



Following George Kent's death, the property transferred to his children Victor George Kent and Una Annie Kent, 
postmistress, in 1962. The property has remained in the Kent family (Title 6360/832).



By 1999 numbers 624 and 606 Glenelg Highway appear under separate ownership in the Certificates of Title. In 2005 a 
small piece of land from allotment 16 was sold to the Country Fire Authority (PS538002). 



Sources

Billis, RV & AS Kenyon (1974), Pastoral Pioneers of Port Phillip, Melbourne. 

Cardigan Parish Plan (1889), VPRS 16171/P1/Unit 2344, held by the Public Record Office of Victoria.

Certificates of Title, as cited above. 

Douglas Family File, held at the Woady Yaloak Historical Society, accessed January 2012.

Gibbs, C (1984), History of Postal Services in Victoria, Melbourne. 

Premier Postal, Post Office List, 'Smythes Creek Post Office, https://www.premierpostal.com/cgi-
bin/wsProd.sh/Viewpocd.w?, accessed January 2012. 

Plan of subdivision (PS) 538002, held at the Titles office. 

Probate file of John S Douglas, VPRS 23/P8/Unit 1003, File 169/240 held at the Public Records Office of Victoria. 

Roberts, JG (1930), Smythes Creek and Smythesdale. 

The Argus. 

The Evening Echo.

Woady Yallock Historical Society, personal communication 2011.

Wood, John Dennistoun, 'The Gold Fields Act: A practical explanation with an abstract of the Act and appendices', 
pamphlet held by the State Library of Victoria, http://www.slv.vic.gov.au/vicpamphlets/0/3/9/pdf/vp0393.pdf, accessed 
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Nov 2011.

Description 

 
Physical Description 

 
The former Roxburgh Farm at 624 Glenelg Highway, Smythes Creek, comprises two 19th-century houses and collection 
of farm outbuildings, surrounded by mature trees and a small orchard. The house is sited at the front of the property, 
behind a hedge. In front of it are two mature Canary Island Palms which probably date to the interwar period. On the east 
side of the house is a line of mature fruit trees. 



The main farmhouse is a blockfronted Victorian house, most likely of timber. It has an M-hipped roof which retains early 
short-sheet corrugated iron. A corbelled brick chimney has been overpainted. The house has a return verandah with a 
skillion roof. The verandah frieze appears to be enclosed within a timber frame - a detail that was most popular in the 
1870s.



Comparison of a current aerial photo (Google Maps, accessed 18/01/12) and a 1906 photo (Evening Echo, 16 Dec 
1906:6), it appears that the c1850s cottage survives at the rear of this house, and has been linked to it.



Behind the house a group of weatherboard outbuildings is visible. One of them is the long Cow Shed, also seen in a 1906 
photo.



The entire homestead area is surrounded by mature Monterey Cypress trees, which were popular for windbreaks in the 
first decades of the 20th century. The site of the since-demolished farmhouse, to the east side of the entrance drive, is 
delineated by an L-shaped line of cypresses. 


Comparative Analysis 

 
301 Ballarat - Carngham Road, Bunkers Hill - Erinbank Homestead

Statement of Significance 

 
What is significant?

The former Roxburgh Farm at 624 Glenelg Highway, Smythes Creek, comprises a c1850s cottage, a larger 1870s 
farmhouse with a small orchard, a pair of Canary Island Palms and collection of 19th and early 20th century farm 
outbuildings including a large cow shed, all surrounded by windbreaks of mature Monterey Cypress trees. The 
archaeological site of a third farmhouse of c1890s on the east side of the entrance drive is delineated by cypresses as 
well.



How is it significant?

Roxburgh Dairy Farm is of historic significance to the City of Ballarat.



Why is it significant?

Historically, as an intact example of a 19th century farm complex, which retains buildings from the second half of the 
19th century and early years of the 20th century when the dairy farm was at its peak, as well as mature plantings 
delineating the house sites. The Cow Shed and other outbuildings illustrate the running of the Roxburgh dairy farm by 
John S Douglas and his sons, an operation which supplied Ballarat with much of its milk at the turn of the century, and 
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which was described in 1906 as 'one of the best known and best appointed [dairy] in the whole of Victoria'. The survival 
of the c1850s cottage and the c1870s farmhouse illustrate the rapid increase in prosperity of the property from its 
establishment in 1856. Of further historical significance is the ability of the complex to show changes in style, materials 
and building techniques over the period 1850-1930. (Criteria A).



Aesthetically, as a representative example of a large mid-Victorian farmhouse, in a setting of mature trees 
delineatingresidential andfarmyard and farm buildings. (Criterion D)

Recommendations 2015 
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HERITAGE CITATION REPORT

Name MUIOOF Lodge

Address 113 Albert Street SEBASTOPOL Significance Level Local

Place Type Mine office,Hall, Club/Hall, Social

Citation Date 2015

Recommended 
Heritage Protection

VHR No HI No PS Yes

History and Historical Context 

 
Locality history



Sebastopol, now a part of the City of Ballarat, was first settled by Europeans in the 1830s. There are many versions of 
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who the first squatters in Sebastopol were and where they squatted, but according to Jenkins and Jenkins in The Golden 
Chain (1980), several men were involved in the establishment of pastoral activities in the area, including graziers 
William Cross Yuille, his brother Archie Yuille, Henry Anderson and T Learmonth.



The gold rushes, from 1851 through 1861, brought a new and transformative influx of people into the area. At the 
beginning of the era in the early 1850s, Sebastopol was a collection of tent towns. In 1852, deep lead mining technology 
and methods were first introduced to the Ballarat and Sebastopol goldfields by the newly arrived Cornish, Welsh, Irish 
and Scottish miners (Context 2015:3; Croggon 2002:26, 98). Successful mines in West Ballarat and Sebastopol were the 
Prince of Wales, Albion and the Working Miners, while the Band of Hope and Albion Consols mines were the area's 
largest and wealthiest (Context 2015:4-6).



From the 1850s, the town grew rapidly, particularly around its main centres of Cobblers' Hill, Victoria Street and along 
Albert Street (the focus of the town), and the tent towns gradually merged into formally surveyed town allotments. Cobb 
and Co's coaches passed through the area daily, and McLennans house removers operated in the area. Their business was 
testament to the shifting nature of population on the goldfields, as diggers chased new gold leads around the region, 
taking their houses and other buildings with them. However, Ballarat and Sebastopol were remarkable for the longevity 
of their gold booms (Context 2015:7).



In 1855 the area, commonly referred to as Bonshaw after the squatting run, was renamed 'Sebastopol' after Sevastopol in 
the Ukraine, the site of an important battle during the Crimean War (1853-56). The name 'Sebastopol' was also inspired 
by the realistic reportage of the war. As miners resorted to gunpowder to blast through the basaltic rock of the plateau, 
miners said the noise was like cannon fire as described in the heavy trench and artillery warfare of the Crimean War 
(Context 2015:4). Similarly, nearby Redan was named after Redan Fort, Crimea, the location of another battle during the 
Crimean War (Jenkins 1964:unpaginated). On 1 November 1864 The Borough of Sebastopol was formed (Context 
2015:10).



In order to mine on Crown land, a license system was implemented in 1851, at the beginning of the gold rush, but was 
soon considered prohibitive by the miners and caused unrest, which lead to the Eureka uprising on 3 December 1854. As 
a result, Gold Licenses were replaced with Miner's Rights as the necessary evidence for the occupation of a claim, as 
stated in the 1855 (third) Goldfields Act. The fourth Goldfields Act of 1858 gave increased privileges to holders of 
Miner's Rights, including the right to make a residential claim. At this date, land for the purpose of a residence could not 
exceed 1/8 acre (20 perches) in extent (Wood, 1858). According to the Mining Statute of 1865, one quarter of an acre 
could be occupied for residential purposes. This allowed the construction of a house and gave the lessee the rights of an 
owner (PROV, 'Index to Residence Area Rights' description, VPRS 15678). This resulted in the establishment of gold-
mining towns such as Sebastopol (Miner's Right collection; Goldfields research centre, pers. comm., Nov 2011). The 
provision of residence areas, leased from the Crown at low rents, allowed two-thirds of miners to own their own homes, 
often small cottages 'with gardens big enough for hens and vegetables' (Dingle 1984:96). The residence areas, such as 
that found in Sebastopol, were established in response to the generally poor conditions and economic insecurity suffered 
by the majority of miners, as 'little of the gold they mined stuck to their fingers' (Dingle 1984:96). In Sebastopol, many 
houses were built while the land was held under Miner's Rights. An exception is the early commercial hub on Albert 
Street, near Birdwood Avenue, where freehold land sales occurred in the 1860s. 



1884 Residence Areas Act, holders of Miner's Rights were now able to purchase land in gold-bearing areas, if they had 
resided on the land for two and a half years, made substantial improvements and if the land was not required for mining 
or public purposes (PROV, 'Register of purchases, residential areas' description, VPRS 14294). 



Gold mining in Sebastopol began to slow and ceased altogether after the outbreak of World War I. As a result, the 
community reduced in size, as miners sought employment elsewhere, with many of the houses removed and relocated. 
The population decrease was reflected in school enrolment numbers, particularly at Sebastopol State School No. 1167 
(Sebastopol State School c1973 pamphlet).
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Post World War II the population again began to rise and the influence of postwar immigration on the area was 
significant. New industries appeared, along with many new houses (Sebastopol State School c1973 pamphlet; Context 
2015:10). Gradually, Miner's Rights were converted to freehold, with an increase evident in the 1960s in the Ballarat 
area. Certificates of Title for properties in Sebastopol indicate that Crown Grants were issued into the 1970s and 80s.



Place history



The timber hall at 113 Albert Street was built c1886 as the South Star No.1 Gold Mine offices (Jenkins, 
1964:unpaginated). Also known at the South Star Mine Offices or Hall, it opened in September 1886 and closed in 1909 
(plaque on building, 2011). It is believed to be the only surviving office of the numerous gold mines which operated in 
Sebastopol in the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. 



The South Star Mine is known to have been the deepest mine in the area of Ballarat, at 966 metres deep and yielding 
1343 kilograms of gold during its operation (plaque on building, 2011). On 13 May 1901, the Duke and Duchess of 
Cornwall and York visited the South Star Mine on their Commonwealth tour. The Duke (later King George V) inspected 
the underground mine in miners clothing and is known to have changed his clothes at the home of manager, Mr D 
Hughes at 122 Albert Street. A photo of this day shows the South Star Hall dressed with Australian flags, a welcome sign 
and reception party, with the South Star No.1 mine in the background. The South Star Mine was closed in 1909 (Jenkins, 
1964:unpaginated; SHS, 2011). 



Shortly after the mine ceased operations (in 1909), it was purchased by Manchester Unity and became the MUIOOF 
Lodge (Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows). Early photos show the original fence and hall inscribed 
with 'Manchester Unity Hall' above the window on the projecting gable (photo from SHS, 2011). Jenkins 
(1964:unpaginated) states that the Junior Military Cadets had their headquarters in the South Star Mining Company's 
office (date not noted). 



The Crown Grant for the land (allotment 7, section 65) was issued to 'SWH Pearson and others' (likely to have been 
members of the lodge committee)in November 1942. They also purchased the parcel to the north (Township of 
Sebastopol plan). The late issue of this Crown Grant suggests that prior to this date, the land was leased from the Crown 
under a lease such as Miner's Rights. 



In the mid twentieth century, the hall served as a kindergarten, before a purpose-built kindergarten was constructed on 
Vickers Street in the 1950s (SHS, 2011). In the mid 1960s the building was under private ownership, the Smith family, 
and used by Mrs A Wattis, a dressmaker (Jenkins, 1964:unpaginated). 



The hall has since been restored and renovated and serves as a community space for hire in 2011 (plaque on building, 
2011). 



Sources

Blake, Leslie (1973), Vision and Realisation, A centenary history of state education in Victoria, Melbourne.

Certificates of Title, as cited above. 

Context (2015), Sebastopol Heritage Study Stage 2: Volume 1: Key Findings & Recommendations; Thematic 
History, prepared for City of Ballarat.

Dingle, Tony (1984), The Victorians: Settling, Melbourne. 

Goldfields research centre, Bendigo, personal communication, accessed November 2011. 

Jenkins, E D (1964), Sebastopol Victoria, An historical survey of early Sebastopol, Sebastopol. 

Jenkins, E D & Arthur J Jenkins (1980), The Golden Chain, Sebastopol. 

Miner's Right collection, http://www.onmydoorstep.com.au/heritage-listing/13628/miners-rights-collection, accessed 29 
Nov 2011.
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Neil Wright of the Sebastopol Historical Society, personal communication, November 2011. 

Public Records Office, Victoria (PROV), 'Register of purchases, residential areas' description, VPRS 14294. 

Public Records Office, Victoria (PROV), 'Index to Residence Area Rights' description, VPRS 15678. 

Sebastopol State School (c1973), 'Sebastopol State School No.1167 Centenary, 1873-1973', pamphlet [unpaginated].

Sebastopol Historical Society (SHS), newspaper article [not dated] & photos, viewed 2011. 

The Ballarat Courier. 

Township of Sebastopol Plan, VPRS 16171/P1/Unit 5707 part 3, held at Public Records Office of Victoria.

Wood, John Dennistoun, 'The Gold Fields Act: A practical explanation with an abstract of the Act and appendices', 
pamphlet held by the State Library of Victoria, http://www.slv.vic.gov.au/vicpamphlets/0/3/9/pdf/vp0393.pdf, accessed 
Nov 2011.

Description 

 
Physical Description 

 
The former South Star No. 1 Gold Mine Office is a long, narrow timber structure with a transverse gable roof, and a 
projecting gabled bay at the south end. A long verandah stretches across the facade, terminating when it meets the 
projecting bay. 



Beneath the verandah are four six-over-six sash windows and a door with six cricket-bat panels and a highlight. There is 
a highset window to the projecting gable whose multipane sashes (as visible in historic photos) have been removed. The 
bargeboards to this gable have a star motif.



The verandah has a slightly concave roof, which has recently been reclad in Colorbond. The verandah posts are stop-
chamfered with the bottom two-thirds replaced, but presumably match the original. The timber capitals, visible in historic 
photos, are gone, but the verandah does retain its ornate cast-iron frieze. The floor has been replaced with concrete, but 
retains its bluestone border.



At the south end is an external chimney with moulded bricks at the top. It is not visible in a 1901 photo of the building, so 
appears to have been added shortly after. The chimney on the ridge of the long transverse gable section of the building 
replaced an original chimney (see 1901 photos) in the 1920s.



The rear of the building has signs of many alterations over time. At the south end is a small, highset window 
(corresponding with the highset window in the front projecting gable), which has been filled in. Next it are two original 
doorways with highlights (infilled), but new reproduction doors. Between the doors is an original six-over-six window, 
and to the north of them a six-over-one window. Beyond that is a new doorway, also with a reproduction door. At the 
north end is part of a skillion extension. The roof, unusually, slopes from south to north, instead of falling away from the 
main building. This appears to indicate that this extension was much longer (extending east) in the past. It has no external 
windows or doors.



The building is in excellent condition. 


Comparative Analysis 

 
122 Albert Street - Southern Star Mine Managers Residence



There are no comparable timber mine office structures which are known to survive in Sebastopol.
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Statement of Significance 

 
What is significant? 



The MUIOOF Lodge (former South Star Gold Mine No. 1 Offices), located at 113 Albert Street Sebastopol, to the extent 
of the fabric dating between c1886 and 1909.



The Lodge is a long, narrow asymmetrical timber building, featuring a traverse gable roof and projecting gabled bay. 
Beneath the verandah are four six-over-six sash windows and a door with six cricket-bat panels and a highlight. There is 
a highset window to the projecting gable whose multipane sashes (as visible in historic photos) have been removed. The 
bargeboards to this gable have a star motif. The verandah has a concave roof and retains its cast-iron freeze, and 
bluestone border at ground level. Constructed as the offices for the South Star Gold Mine (located immediately behind 
and adjacent). The mine manager's residence (former) is located opposite at 122 Albert Street, Sebastopol. 



How is it significant? 



The MUIOOF Lodge is of historic, social and aesthetic significance to the City of Ballarat. 



Why is it significant?



The MUIOOF Lodge is of historic significance as the only surviving Gold Mine Office associated with the Sebastopol 
goldfields. It is of further historic interest for its role inhosting the Duke and Duchess of York (later King George V) in 
1901; a reflection of the importance of the mine as one of the few successful mining enterprises operating during this 
later gold-mining period. (Criterion A)



The MUIOOF Lodge is of social significance as the temporary site of the Sebastopol branch of the Manchester Unity 
Independent Order of Oddfellows (MUIOOF), a friendly society providing health, welfare and funeral benefits and life 
assurance policies to its middle and working class members. (Criterion G)



The MUIOOF Lodge is of aesthetic significance as a local landmark commemorating Sebastopol's mining past, which is 
situated on a prominent central site. (Criterion E)

Recommendations 2015 
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HERITAGE CITATION REPORT

Name Sebastopol State School No. 1167 (former)

Address 185-187 Yarrowee Street SEBASTOPOL Significance Level Local

Place Type School - State (public)

Citation Date 2015

Recommended 
Heritage Protection

VHR No HI No PS Yes

History and Historical Context 

 
Locality history
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Sebastopol, now a part of the City of Ballarat, was first settled by Europeans in the 1830s. There are many versions of 
who the first squatters in Sebastopol were and where they squatted, but according to Jenkins and Jenkins in The Golden 
Chain (1980), several men were involved in the establishment of pastoral activities in the area, including graziers 
William Cross Yuille, his brother Archie Yuille, Henry Anderson and T Learmonth.



The gold rushes, from 1851 through 1861, brought a new and transformative influx of people into the area. At the 
beginning of the era in the early 1850s, Sebastopol was a collection of tent towns. In 1852, deep lead mining technology 
and methods were first introduced to the Ballarat and Sebastopol goldfields by the newly arrived Cornish, Welsh, Irish 
and Scottish miners (Context 2015:3; Croggon 2002:26, 98). Successful mines in West Ballarat and Sebastopol were the 
Prince of Wales, Albion and the Working Miners, while the Band of Hope and Albion Consols mines were the area's 
largest and wealthiest (Context 2015:4-6).



From the 1850s, the town grew rapidly, particularly around its main centres of Cobblers' Hill, Victoria Street and along 
Albert Street (the focus of the town), and the tent towns gradually merged into formally surveyed town allotments. Cobb 
and Co's coaches passed through the area daily, and McLennans house removers operated in the area. Their business was 
testament to the shifting nature of population on the goldfields, as diggers chased new gold leads around the region, 
taking their houses and other buildings with them. However, Ballarat and Sebastopol were remarkable for the longevity 
of their gold booms (Context 2015:7).



In 1855 the area, commonly referred to as Bonshaw after the squatting run, was renamed 'Sebastopol' after Sevastopol in 
the Ukraine, the site of an important battle during the Crimean War (1853-56). The name 'Sebastopol' was also inspired 
by the realistic reportage of the war. As miners resorted to gunpowder to blast through the basaltic rock of the plateau, 
miners said the noise was like cannon fire as described in the heavy trench and artillery warfare of the Crimean War 
(Context 2015:4). Similarly, nearby Redan was named after Redan Fort, Crimea, the location of another battle during the 
Crimean War (Jenkins 1964:unpaginated). On 1 November 1864 The Borough of Sebastopol was formed (Context 
2015:10).



In order to mine on Crown land, a license system was implemented in 1851, at the beginning of the gold rush, but was 
soon considered prohibitive by the miners and caused unrest, which lead to the Eureka uprising on 3 December 1854. As 
a result, Gold Licenses were replaced with Miner's Rights as the necessary evidence for the occupation of a claim, as 
stated in the 1855 (third) Goldfields Act. The fourth Goldfields Act of 1858 gave increased privileges to holders of 
Miner's Rights, including the right to make a residential claim. At this date, land for the purpose of a residence could not 
exceed 1/8 acre (20 perches) in extent (Wood, 1858). According to the Mining Statute of 1865, one quarter of an acre 
could be occupied for residential purposes. This allowed the construction of a house and gave the lessee the rights of an 
owner (PROV, 'Index to Residence Area Rights' description, VPRS 15678). This resulted in the establishment of gold-
mining towns such as Sebastopol (Miner's Right collection; Goldfields research centre, pers. comm., Nov 2011). The 
provision of residence areas, leased from the Crown at low rents, allowed two-thirds of miners to own their own homes, 
often small cottages 'with gardens big enough for hens and vegetables' (Dingle 1984:96). The residence areas, such as 
that found in Sebastopol, were established in response to the generally poor conditions and economic insecurity suffered 
by the majority of miners, as 'little of the gold they mined stuck to their fingers' (Dingle 1984:96). In Sebastopol, many 
houses were built while the land was held under Miner's Rights. An exception is the early commercial hub on Albert 
Street, near Birdwood Avenue, where freehold land sales occurred in the 1860s. 



Under the 1884 Residence Areas Act, holders of Miner's Rights were now able to purchase land in gold-bearing areas, if 
they had resided on the land for two and a half years, made substantial improvements and if the land was not required for 
mining or public purposes (PROV, 'Register of purchases, residential areas' description, VPRS 14294). 



Gold mining in Sebastopol began to slow and ceased altogether after the outbreak of World War I. As a result, the 
community reduced in size, as miners sought employment elsewhere, with many of the houses removed and relocated. 
The population decrease was reflected in school enrolment numbers, particularly at Sebastopol State School No. 1167 
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(Sebastopol State School c1973 pamphlet).



Post World War II the population again began to rise and the influence of postwar immigration on the area was 
significant. New industries appeared, along with many new houses (Sebastopol State School c1973 pamphlet; Context 
2015:10). Gradually, Miner's Rights were converted to freehold, with an increase evident in the 1960s in the Ballarat 
area. Certificates of Title for properties in Sebastopol indicate that Crown Grants were issued into the 1970s and 80s.



Thematic history



Schools, like halls and churches, are a tangible symbol of community formation and illustrate the rise and sometimes 
decline of a district over time. The first schools in the study area were private schools. The earliest of these in Sebastopol 
was a boys' school taught by Mr Holmes, which consisted of about 50 students, and Miss Thompson's girls' school. A 
Mrs Slater held a third school on the corner of Albert and Morgan streets, near theformer tram terminus. West of the 
Sebastopol baths, Miss Kent ran a girls' school. Other schools in the 1860s were run by James Keane, Charles Grosse on 
Verdon Street and Mr Sleeman on Kent Street. Ebenezer Church School was also open on the corner of Leith and Ascot 
streets (Sebastopol State School, c1973 pamphlet; Carless, 1974:16). 



A school was opened in a house behind the Holy Trinity Church in 1861 by Edward Twiss, which later became Common 
School No.578.In 1873, the newEducation Act made education free, secular and compulsory for children between the 
ages of six and fifteen. Sebastopol Common School No.578 was subsequently taken over by the State of Victoria and 
became Sebastopol State School No.1167, officially opening in January 1873. Classes remained in the building behind 
Holy Trinity and at a large Wesleyan school room on Beverin Street, with W E Whatty as the new Head Teacher. In 
1875, Sebastopol State School No.1167 had the highest number of enrolled students in Victoria (Sebastopol State School, 
c1973 pamphlet; Carless, 1974:16). 



On January 1873, a petition signed by over 200 parents was forwarded to the Victorian Government asking that the 
Ebenezer Church School continue as a State School for its 418 students. In the same year, the residents of 'Cobblers' 
(southern Sebastopol), requested a school be established in Redan (Carless, 1974:16). Subsequently, in February 1875, 
Redan State School No.1289 was opened, under Head Teacher Mr John Dennan (Sebastopol Council 
c1964:unpaginated).



In Smythesdale, the Church of England opened School No.571 in 1856, and the building constructed in 1858, yet the 
school closed shortly afterwards in 1871. This was immediately replaced with Smythesdale School No.978 (Blake, 
1973:662). Smythes Creek School No.1504, on the Glenelg Highway (originally Smythesdale Road), was built c1874 and 
closed in 1930 (Ward et al, 1998; SHS, pers. comm., Sep 2011). 



Sebastopol was the first locality in Victoria to institute supervised school crossings in 1960, and later the same year, paid 
crossing attendants (Sebastopol History Timeline, '1900s', accessed 25/8/2011). 



  



Place history



In 1861, the Church of England opened Sebastopol School No.578, with Edward Twiss as the Head Teacher (Blake, 
1973:663). This later became Common School No.578. At this date, the school was a 'flimsy old building' behind the 
Holy Trinity Anglican Church, which was a residence with the internal walls removed. It accommodated approximately 
150 students in the mid-1860s. Following implementation of the new Act in 1873, Sebastopol Common School No.578 
(renamed as Sebastopol State School No.1167) was officially opened on 22 January 1873, under the new Head Teacher, 
Edward M Whatty, with Inspector-General A Gilchrist said to have been in attendance. However, at this date, classes 
remained in the building behind Holy Trinity and at a large Wesleyan school room on Beverin Street (Jenkins, 
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1964:unpaginated; Sebastopol State School, c1973 pamphlet).



The site chosen on Yarrowee Street was gazetted for use as a school on 17 October 1873. A document dated 13 October 
1872 states that the property granted was limited to two acres; legal difficulties were encountered in gaining a larger area, 
due to complications in regards to Miner's Rights on the land (Sebastopol State School, c1973 pamphlet). The Township 
of Sebastopol plan shows the original state school reserve including Numbers 185-187 as well as the current number 189, 
which extended through to Charlotte Street.



The original plan was to construct a building with six rooms, but this was altered and an eight roomed, two-storey 
building was built. The school was designed by architect William H Elleker. Elleker's design was also used for State 
School No.1360 on Gold Street, Clifton Hill, built in 1874 (Hermes record no.602304). Sebastopol State School is a 
duplicate design, but clearly lacks the south wing which is evident at the Clifton Hill school (see Description for further 
discussion). Building contractors Llewellyn Edwards & Co. built the school for a total of £3,395/19/6d, which was 
completed by December 1874 (Blake, 1973:745).



On 11 January 1875, classes began to be held at the new school on Yarrowee Street (Sebastopol History Timeline, 
'1800s', accessed 25/8/2011). In this year, Sebastopol State School No.1167 had the highest number of enrolled students 
in Victoria, with a total of 1,078 (Sebastopol State School, c1973 pamphlet; Jenkins, 1964:unpaginated).



The Department of Education had to economise in the 1890s due to the financial depression. On 30 April 1893, Redan 
State School (opened 1875) became an adjunct of the Sebastopol State School, with the pupils from the middle and senior 
classes attending Sebastopol State School. This ceased on 1 January 1909, when a Head Teacher was reappointed at 
Redan State School and the two schools proceeded to function separately (Blake, 1973:745; Sebastopol State School, 
c1973 pamphlet). In 1909 Sebastopol State School is recorded again as having the largest attendance of any school in 
Victoria (DSE, Hermes record No. 83345, 2011).



Attendance at the school dropped as the gold mining era came to a close and a large proportion of the population moved 
to seek employment in other mines (Sebastopol State School, c1973 pamphlet). The school's lowest enrolment was in the 
1930s and 1940s, with 80 students at its lowest. Only the three rooms on the ground floor were in use during this period. 
However, after World War II the population and industry of the area grew and the school enrolment numbers began to 
rise again. The second-floor rooms were re-conditioned and used as classrooms again. In the mid 1960s enrolment 
numbers were back in the three hundreds (Jenkins,1964:unpaginated).



On 9 March 1973 the school celebrated its centenary, however, on 23 September 1978, Sebastopol State School No.1167 
was officially closed by W F Stephen and Donald Gunn, presumably of the Department of Education. This was followed 
by the opening of the Sebastopol Community Centre in the former school, on 25 March 1979 (Jenkins & Jenkins 
1980:122). In December of the same year the Historical Society held their first meeting in a room of the former school 
building. The meeting was opened by Mayor Cr Neville Donald (Sebastopol History Timeline, '1900s', accessed 
25/8/2011). 



The school yard on the south and east sides of the school building have since been subdivided and developed with units.



On 7 April 1979, Sebastopol State School was re-opened on Yarrowee Street, by the Minister of Education Mr L 
Thompson (Jenkins & Jenkins 1980:123; DSE, Hermes record No. 83345, 2011). In 2011 Sebastopol Primary 
School No.1167 is located on Warreen Street, Sebastopol (SPS, accessed 30 Sep 2011).



A number of mature, exotic trees remain along the property boundaries, including English Oaks, Elms, Cypresses and 
Ashes dating from the nineteenth century (Sebastopol Historical Society, pers. comm., Sep 2011).



William H Ellerker, architect
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William H Ellerker first practiced as an architect with the Public Works Department, and won second prize in the 1873 
competition for government school designs; this became the design for Carlton North Primary School (1878) (St Kilda 
Historical Society).



Ellerker also designed Clifton Hill Primary School No. 1360 (1874) , Sebastopol State School No.1167 (1874) and 
Buningyong Primary School No.1270 (1874). 



He also is known to have designed Aramadale House, Armadale (c1876), the Horticultural Hall, Victoria Street, 
Melbourne (1873), the former Congregational Church in Howe Crescent, South Melbourne (1874), Alexandra courthouse 
and shire offices (1877), Alexandra Shire Hall (1882) and the Hamilton and Western District College (1871), amongst 
others. 



In 1885, Ellerker and Edward George Kilburn formed the partnership Ellerker & Kilburn, based in Collins Street. 
Between 1885 and 1891 the partners designed offices, banks, houses, and commercial buildings, including the Federal 
Coffee Palace, Collins Street, Melbourne (1887) with architect William Pitt (St Kilda Historical Society). Of particular 
note, is City of Melbourne (Building Society) Building on Elizabeth Street, Melbourne (1888) (St Kilda Historical 
Society).
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Physical Description 

 
The former Sebastopol State School No 1167 is a two-storey bichrome brick building on basalt foundations with a hipped 
roof and T-shaped plan.



At the north end is a projecting, hipped-roof section, with a longer section set back from it. At their junction is a 
parapeted-gable entrance porch, with an arched opening and ledged and framed doors. At the south end of the facade is a 
parapeted gabled bay, which projects only slightly. There is a circular vent at its apex, and raised lettering ('State School 
No. 1167') beneath the first-floor windows. It is apparent when comparing the Sebastopol school with the 1874 State 
School No 1360 (VHR H1621), Gold Street, Clifton Hill, of the same design, that this gabled bay was intended sit at the 
centre of the facade. The planned southern half was never built.



The ground-floor windows have segmentally arched heads with label moulds created by dog-toothed cream bricks. The 
sashes are six-over-six with a three or six-light highlight. Sills are basalt, resting on curved cream-brick brackets. Narrow 
bands of cream brick intersect with the window sills and the top of the sashes. There is an X diaper pattern in cream 
bricks at the base of the projecting hipped-roof wing. A beltcourse of flat and moulded cream bricks divides the two 
floors, with a narrow cream brick cornice at the top. The first floor windows are round headed, with label moulds, and six-
over-six double-hung sashes. A band of cream bricks runs at the springing level of the arches.



The north side elevation has the same windows and detailing on the two floors. The rear (east) elevation, however, has 
simplified details to the segmentally arched and round arched windows, though the cream brick bands and cornice are 
carried through.



The south elevation is quite different, as it appears to have been given a temporary finish anticipating the extension of the 
school to its planned full size. The walls are finished with ruled render, and the windows have flattened render lintels and 
sills. There is a small skillion-roof entrance porch with elegant stop-chamfering to the segmentally arched doorways at 
either end.



Alterations include the recladding of the roof in Colorbond. It may have originally been slate. Also, in comparison with 
the Primary School on Gold Street, Clifton Hill, it would appear that the building is missing its chimneys and possibly a 
ventilation turret above the gabled bay.



The north side elevation has also been rendered in recent years, though the cream brick bands, cornice and window 
surrounds were left exposed. There is a 20th-century timber fire escape at the rear of this elevation. The school yard, 
which once extended further south and east of the school building has been reduced in size due to subdivision and 
subsequent unit development. The Yarrowee Street boundary has mature plantings of Quercus robur (English Oak) and 
Ulmus procera (English Elm) dating from the nineteenth century. The northern boundary fence has a planting of 
Cupressus torulosa (Bhutan cypress) . 


Statement of Significance 

 
What is Significant?



The former Sebastopol State School No.1167, located at 185-187 Yarrowee Street Sebastopol, built in 1873-4 and 
designed by architect William Elleker to the extent of the land, and including the mature trees planted on the north 
boundary and Yarrowee Street boundary. 



The Sebastopol school is T-shaped in plan, featuring a hipped-roof section running east-west, intersected by a long 
gabled section projecting south. The facade features a parapeted-gable entrance porch located at the intersection of the 
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projecting hipped-roof northern wing. A shallow parapeted gabled bay window projects from the southern end of the 
facade. The ground-floor windows have segmentally arched heads with label moulds created by dog-toothed cream bricks 
and there is an X diaper pattern in cream bricks at the base of the projecting hipped-roof wing. A beltcourse divides the 
two floors of flat and moulded cream bricks, with a narrow cream brick cornice at the top. The first floor windows are 
round headed, with label moulds. A band of cream bricks runs at the springing level of the arches. Also of significance on 
the site are Quercus robur (English Oak), Ulmus procera (English Elm) planted on the boundary of Yarrowee Street, and 
although later, still significant, a row of Cupressus torulosa (Bhutan cypress) planted on the northern boundary fence. 
Semi-mature Fraxinus (Ash) are interplanted with the Elms and Oaks.



How is it significant?



The former Sebastopol State School No.1167 is of local historic, social and architectural significance.



Why is it significant? 



The former Sebastopol State School No.1167 is of historical significance as a large school complex established to provide 
education to the children of Sebastopol following the discovery of gold and the development of the township. In 1875 the 
school recorded the highest number of enrolments in Victoria. (Criterion A)



The former Sebastopol State School No.1167 is of social significance for its role within the community since the 1870s. 
The school now functions as a community facility used by local groups, including the Sebastopol Historical Society and 
Museum. (Criterion G)



The former Sebastopol State School No.1167 is of architectural significance as an example of a standard state school 
design by architect William H Elleker, prepared for the newly formed Department of Education. It also provides evidence 
of state school designs that were intended to be enlarged over time as the school population grows. (Criterion D)
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HERITAGE CITATION REPORT

Name Erinbank house and outbuildings

Address 301 Ballarat-Carngham Road BUNKERS HILL Significance Level No Signif.

Place Type House

Citation Date 2015
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Recommended 
Heritage Protection

VHR No HI No PS No

Statement of Significance 

 
This place was assessed by the Sebastopol Heritage Study, Stage 2 (Context Pty Ltd 2015) and found not to meet the 
threshold of local significance as the original fabric and context of the homestead had been significantly compromised 
through modern alterations.
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HERITAGE CITATION REPORT

Name Fire Station

Address 178-80 Albert Street SEBASTOPOL Significance Level No Signif.

Place Type Fire Station

Citation Date 2015

Recommended 
Heritage Protection

VHR No HI No PS No

History and Historical Context 

 
Place history
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In 1867 Sebastopol Borough Council contributed £50 for the establishment of a volunteer fire brigade and purchase of a 
station or meeting room. With these funds, in 1868, the fire station was originally built next to the old Town Hall, on its 
south side (181-185 Albert Street). The brigade raised money for general equipment. Jenkins (1964:unpaginated) 
indicates that in later years a small station house that housed fire equipment was built further north, also on the eastern 
side of Albert Street. During a fire, the alarm bells would ring at both stations. This smaller 'northern station' was 
relocated twice, before it was sold at an unknown, later date (Jenkins, 1964:unpaginated).



In 1892, Sebastopol fire brigade registered with the Victorian Country Fire Brigade Board (CFBB), two years after the 
board's creation. During this period, 'dry work practices' were hold in the old Town Hall while other exercises were held 
on a track in Birdwood Avenue (Jenkins, 1964:unpaginated). 



A photo dated 1920 (taken on the occasion of General Birdwood's visit) shows the fire station at its original location, 
south of the old Town Hall. It is a timber building, with a stepped timber parapet with a curved pediment concealing a 
gabled roof. There is a semi-circular louvred vent just above the narrow cornice. There are two double door openings 
with false arches above. The facade details are picked out in contrasting colours. Also painted are the words 'Sebastopol, 
Fire Station'. A timber bell tower stands in front of the fire station, with a flag pole projecting from the top (SHS photo, 
2011).



In 1928 the lease for the land and building the CFBB held with the Council, expired. As a result, the brigade purchased 
the land at 178-180 Albert Street for £75 and paid the Council £75 for the building. At a cost of £59 the building was 
moved from the east side of the road to its current site, by means of man power and rolling logs. The Baby Health Centre 
now stands where the old Fire Station once was (Jenkins, 1964:unpaginated). 



In 1929, with assistance from the CFBB, additions were made to the building, establishing it as one of the best stations of 
its class in Victoria, with an engine room, hall and work room (these additions did not affect the facade, as the 1920 
facade matches that of 1950). In the early 1930s a running track was laid at the front of the station (Jenkins, 
1964:unpaginated). In 1934 the fire brigade acquired its first motorised vehicle (Jenkins & Jenkins 1980:115; 
Jenkins, 1964:unpaginated). 



Sebastopol fire brigade, like all other country brigades, came under the auspices of the Country Fire Authority after 1944 
(Jenkins, 1964:unpaginated). In the mid 1960s the Sebastopol fire station was fitted with an Austin unit, a two-way 
communication system, street alarms and siren telephone alarm; the bell was still tolled in times of general alarm 
(Jenkins, 1964:unpaginated).



The fire station originally had a large wooden bell tower which was later replaced with a new steel bell tower (evident in 
a 1950 photo) (Jenkins, 1964:unpaginated). 



A photo dating to the 1950s shows the facade was practically the same as that in 1920. Changes include a flag pole that 
projected from the base of the pediment and rails either side of a ramp leading to the road. The facade was inscribed with 
the words 'C.F.B.B., Sebastopol Fire Station'. The wooden bell tower had been removed and a large metal bell tower is 
evident at the front boundary, to the south of the fire station (SHS photo, 2011). 



A later photo shows (c1960s) the fire station without the false arches above the two doors and a simpler colour scheme, 
with only the letters 'CFA' painted on the facade. The steel bell tower remains in place at the front of the property (SHS 
photo, 2011).



A photo dating to c1990 indicates that the original facade has been removed and replaced with a simple cream brick 
design, with a short square parapet, a large square opening and the words 'CFA' in red. A free standing flag pole stands 
in front of the fire station and the metal bell tower no longer stands at the front boundary (SHS, 2011). 
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In 1993 a new engine house was constructed on the north side of the old fire station, with an adjoining section to the 
original building. The facade of the 1868 building was also reconstructed at this date to somewhat resemble the original 
design. A plaque on the additions states that the new building was opened by the Chairman Mr L R Foster on 31 July 
1993.



The 1993 facade remains in 2011. The painted brick facade has a stepped parapet with a curved pediment, on which the 
words 'Established 1868' appear. Two blind, arched openings are symmetrically placed in the facade, with the words 
'Sebastopol Firestation' painted above. The free standing flag pole remains at the front boundary and a taller, metal bell 
tower stands at the rear of the fire station. 



Sources

Jenkins, E D (1964), Sebastopol Victoria, An historical survey of early Sebastopol, Sebastopol. 

Jenkins, E D & Arthur J Jenkins (1980), The Golden Chain, Sebastopol. 

Sebastopol Historical Society (SHS) notes & photos, viewed 2011.

Description 

 
Physical Description 

 
The Sebastopol Fire Station of 1868 is a single-storey timber building with a hipped roof concealed behind a parapeted 
front. The front half of the building has no eaves, while the wider 1929 addition at the rear has exposed rafters beneath its 
eaves. The side elevations are clad with weatherboards, the roof is recent corrugated metal, and the 1993 facade is 
(overpainted) brick. 



As discussed in the history, the facade references the original 1868 facade, with (blind) arched openings and a simple 
stepped parapet, but its original form was much more attractive and successful. Apart from the successive replacements 
of the facade, the roof has been changed since 1868 from a gable-fronted to hipped form. All of the weatherboard 
cladding and windows to this section appear to be modern replacements as well.



The most intact part of the building is the rear addition of 1929. It appears to retain sash windows, a ledged door, and 
possibly weatherboards, though its position makes it a very minor element in the streetscape.



The building is linked by a brick (overpainted) link to the engine house of 1993. It is a rendered building with a flat roof 
and three vehicular door on the facade. 


Comparative Analysis 

 
22 Barkly St BALLARAT EAST, BALLARAT CITY - East Ballarat Fire Station

Statement of Significance 

 
This place was assessed by the Sebastopol Heritage Study, Stage 2 (Context Pty Ltd 2015) and found not to meet the 
threshold of local significance. No surviving external fabric from the 1868 fire station has been identified, the current 
reconstruction is far different in appearance from the original station (thus providing limited interpretation value), and the 
building is no longer in its original location.



It is recommended that the site be interpreted, for example, with signage explaining the building's history and showing its 
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original appearance with historic images.
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HERITAGE CITATION REPORT

Name Bridge over Yarrowee River

Address Docwra Street SEBASTOPOL Significance Level No Signif.

Place Type Road Bridge

Citation Date 2015

Recommended 
Heritage Protection

VHR No HI No PS No

Statement of Significance 

 
This place was assessed by the Sebastopol Heritage Study, Stage 2 (Context Pty Ltd 2015) and found not to meet the 
threshold of local significance.
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HERITAGE CITATION REPORT

Name House

Address 26-32 Docwra Street SEBASTOPOL Significance Level No Signif.

Place Type House,Toll House

Citation Date 2015

Recommended 
Heritage Protection

VHR No HI No PS No

History and Historical Context 

 
Place history



It has been the suggested that the house at 26-32 Docwra Street, Sebastopol was a former toll house, related to the 
southern toll gate for the old stock route along Albert Street. However, the owners in 2011 indicate that the house was 
relocated to its current location approximately 20 years ago. 



The Crown Grant for the land at 26-32 Docwra Street, Sebastopol, was given to James Elford in April 1932, which 
indicates that a 'Mining Condition' applied, but did not give more detail (Title 5801/132). The late issue of the Crown 
Grant suggests that prior to this date, the land was leased from the Crown under Miner's Rights. 



In 1982 the owner of the property is listed as Swampfox P/L of Parkville (Title 5801/132).



Sources



Certificates of Title, as cited above.
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Physical Description 

 
The house at 26-32 Docwra Street is a late Victorian weatherboard house situated on the Yarrowee River flats, below 
Albert Street. In keeping with its location on a flood plain, the house sits on elevated foundations. It is set back from the 
road behind a plantation of young birch trees.



The house has an M-hipped roof with a projecting gabled bay on the right-hand side of the facade. This gable has a 
simple bargeboard, and a circular vent at the apex. Below it is a double-hung window with sidelights, set below a 
bracketed hood.



A verandah covers the other part of the facade. It has a slightly convex roof, and is supported on slim Corinthian 
columns, with a combined cast-iron frieze and brackets. The timber verandah and stair balustrade are of interesting 
design, with three concentric rectangles overlaid with an X in each panel. The six-panel front door is situated next to the 
projecting gable. Beside it is a double-hung window.



The house has been reroofed with Colorbond, and the plinth has been recently reclad with unpainted boards. New decks 
with skillion roofs have been added to the rear half of the east side elevation and the rear of the house, along with French 
doors. The west side of the house was not sighted. 


Statement of Significance 

 
This place was assessed by the Sebastopol Heritage Study, Stage 2 (Context Pty Ltd 2015) and found not to meet the 
threshold of local significance.

Recommendations 2015 

 

-

-

- 

- 

-

-

-

External Paint Controls

Internal Alteration Controls

Tree Controls

Fences & Outbuildings

Prohibited Uses May Be Permitted

Incorporated Plan

Aboriginal Heritage Place
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HERITAGE CITATION REPORT

Name Industrial Factory

Address 122 Yarrowee Street SEBASTOPOL Significance Level No Signif.

Place Type Factory/ Plant

Citation Date 2015

Recommended 
Heritage Protection

VHR No HI No PS No

History and Historical Context 

 
Place history



The factory at 122 Yarrowee Street, Sebastopol is reported to have been a part of the Ballarat School of Mines in its early 
days, however, this has not been confirmed. The School of Mines and Industries was established in Ballarat in 1870 to 
meet the needs of the local goldmining industry (University of Ballarat, 'History of the University of Ballarat, accessed 1 
September 2011. 



After World War II, Paddles Brothers Shoes, took over the factory at 122 Yarrowee Street. The Township of Sebastopol 
plan indicates that they received the Crown Grant for the two acres (2 acres, 3 perches and 6 roods) in September 1955. 



Paddle Bros. made adult and children's footwear, and descendents of the Paddle family suggest that the business was 
started by Joseph Paddle and his sons. Paddle Bros. factories also existed in North Fitzroy and Mornington, however 
these have since been demolished. In 1982 the company was sold to Rivers (Museum Victoria, 'Shoes - M & A 
Paddle.', accessed 1 Sep 2011; The Argus, 26 September 1953). Rivers occupy the factory in 2011. 



Sources

Museum Victoria, 'Shoes - M & A Paddle.', http://museumvictoria.com.au/collections/items/261753/shoes-m-a-
paddle-white-leather-circa-1901-1911, accessed 1 September 2011. 
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Township of Sebastopol Plan, VPRS 16171/P1/Unit 5707 part 2, held at Public Records Office of Victoria.

University of Ballarat, 'History of the University of Ballarat', http://guerin.ballarat.edu.au/about-ub/history/, accessed 1 
September 2011.

Statement of Significance 

 
This place was assessed by the Sebastopol Heritage Study, Stage2 (Context Pty Ltd 2015) and found not to meet the 
threshold of local significance.
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