
Ballarat City Council 
 
 

 
 

Election Report Local Government elections 2020 34 

Appendix 7.2.2: Candidate statement leaflet for North Ward election 
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Appendix 7.2.3: Candidate statement leaflet for South Ward election 
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Appendix 8: Daily breakdown of the general 
mail-out 

Ballarat City Council election 

6 October 2020 7 October 2020 8 October 2020 Total 

28,795 28,795 27,103 84,693 

 
Central Ward election 

6 October 2020 7 October 2020 8 October 2020 Total 

9,558 9,558 8,997 28,113 

 
North Ward election 

6 October 2020 7 October 2020 8 October 2020 Total 

9,850 9,850 9,270 28,970 

 
South Ward election 

6 October 2020 7 October 2020 8 October 2020 Total 

9,387 9,387 8,836 27,610 
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Appendix 9: Result information 
Ballarat City Council election 

Central Ward Count summary 

Enrolment: 28,114 

Formal votes: 22,512  

Informal votes: 674 (2.91% of the total votes) 

Voter turnout: 23,186 (82.47% of the total enrolment) 

Candidates (in ballot paper order) First preference votes Percentage 

SHADY, Nick 2,884 12.81% 

SIMPSON, Kumuda 1,691 7.51% 

JONES, Stephen 754 3.35% 

HOWARD, Geoff 2,306 10.24% 

HARRIS, Mark 4,090 18.17% 

COATES, Belinda 5,889 26.16% 

DOOLEY, John 1,012 4.50% 

McINTOSH, Samantha 3,886 17.26% 

Successful candidates 

COATES, Belinda (1st elected candidate) 

HARRIS, Mark (2nd elected candidate) 

McINTOSH, Samantha (3rd elected candidate) 

 
  

Council Meeting Agenda 8.8.2

221



Ballarat City Council 
 
 

 
 

Election Report Local Government elections 2020 40 

North Ward Count summary 

Enrolment: 28,970 

Formal votes: 23,678 

Informal votes: 854 (3.48% of the total votes) 

Voter turnout: 24,532 (84.68% of the total enrolment) 

Candidates (in ballot paper order) First preference votes Percentage 

MORRISON, Jay 2,691 11.36% 

MOLONEY, Daniel 2,931 12.38% 

HARRIS, David 1,968 8.31% 

EDDY, Peter 3,868 16.34% 

JOHNSON, Amy 6,335 26.75% 

TILLETT, Grant 1,834 7.75% 

HILLS, Bryn 659 2.78% 

BURNS, Ellen 3,392 14.33% 

Successful candidates 

JOHNSON, Amy (1st elected candidate) 

EDDY, Peter (2nd elected candidate) 

MOLONEY, Daniel (3rd elected candidate) 
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South Ward Count summary 

Enrolment: 27,610 

Formal votes: 22,356 

Informal votes: 746 (3.23% of the total votes) 

Voter turnout: 23,102 (83.67% of the total enrolment) 

Candidates (in ballot paper order) First preference votes Percentage 

HUDSON, Des 5,841 26.13% 

AITCHISON, Bridget 1,753 7.84% 

JAKOBI, Susan 1,391 6.22% 

TAYLOR, Ben 5,348 23.92% 

HARGREAVES, Tracey 2,315 10.36% 

MUIR, Rachel 1,296 5.80% 

RINALDI, Jim 2,079 9.30% 

SNEP, Jackson 2,333 10.44% 

Successful candidates 

HUDSON, Des (1st elected candidate) 

TAYLOR, Ben (2nd elected candidate) 

HARGREAVES, Tracey (3rd elected candidate) 
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Appendix 10: Election participation statistics 
Note: Participation is measured by the number of marks on the roll as a percentage of total enrolment 
and can vary from turnout (total ballot papers counted as a percentage of total enrolment). 

Ballarat City Council election 

Enrolment category Participation as a 
percentage of voters 
enrolled in each 
category for 2020 
Ballarat City Council 
general election 

Comparator for 2016 
Ballarat City Council 
general election 

Statewide postal 
election comparator for 
2020 LG elections  
(excl. Melbourne City 
Council) 

Voters enrolled through section 
241 of the LG Act 

87.30% 79.19% 86.27% 

aged 18 to 69 years old on 
election day 

86.24% 78.80% 85.48% 

aged 70 years and over on 
election day 

92.17% 81.18% 90.14% 

Voters enrolled through sections 
243 - 245 of the LG Act 

66.15% 57.15% 60.96% 

Council total 86.00% 76.99% 84.12% 

 
Central Ward election 

Enrolment category Participation as a percentage of 
voters enrolled in each category 
for 2020 Ballarat City Council 
general election 

Statewide postal election 
comparator for 2020 LG elections  
(excl. Melbourne City Council) 

Voters enrolled through section 241 
of the LG Act 

86.17% 86.27% 

aged 18 to 69 years old on election 
day 

84.92% 85.48% 

aged 70 years and over on election 
day 

91.70% 90.14% 

Voters enrolled through sections 243 
- 245 of the LG Act 

67.45% 60.96% 

Ward total 84.67% 84.12% 
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North Ward election 

Enrolment category Participation as a percentage of 
voters enrolled in each category 
for 2020 Ballarat City Council 
general election 

Statewide postal election 
comparator for 2020 LG elections  
(excl. Melbourne City Council) 

Voters enrolled through section 241 
of the LG Act 

88.51% 86.27% 

aged 18 to 69 years old on election 
day 

87.57% 85.48% 

aged 70 years and over on election 
day 

92.79% 90.14% 

Voters enrolled through sections 243 
- 245 of the LG Act 

61.17% 60.96% 

Ward total 87.18% 84.12% 

 
South Ward election 

Enrolment category Participation as a percentage of 
voters enrolled in each category 
for 2020 Ballarat City Council 
general election 

Statewide postal election 
comparator for 2020 LG elections  
(excl. Melbourne City Council) 

Voters enrolled through section 241 
of the LG Act 

87.13% 86.27% 

aged 18 to 69 years old on election 
day 

86.14% 85.48% 

aged 70 years and over on election 
day 

91.97% 90.14% 

Voters enrolled through sections 243 
- 245 of the LG Act 

68.82% 60.96% 

Ward total 86.12% 84.12% 
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Appendix 11: Complaints 
Written complaints received by the VEC  

Date Nature of the complaint Action taken by the VEC 

20 August 2020 Clarification of Process, Procedure or Legislation - 
Enrolment (Checking or Updating Enrolment) 

Investigated, phone contact 
made 

1 September 2020 Clarification of Process, Procedure or Legislation - 
Advertising or Election Material (Authorisation) 

Response provided 

3 September 2020  Suggestion - Advertising or Election Material  Response provided 

23 September 2020 Complex Complaint - Advertising or Election 
Material (Location of Signs) 

Referred to LGI 

7 October 2020 Sensitive / Complex complaint  Action taken and responded 

7 October 2020 Allegation of potential breach of the law - External 
Agency as Regulator - Advertising or Election 
Material (Offensive Material) 

Response provided 

8 October 2020 Allegation of potential breach of the law - External 
Agency as Regulator - Advertising or Election 
Material (Authorisation) 

Action taken and responded 

11 October 2020 Allegation of potential breach of the law - External 
Agency as Regulator - Advertising or Election 
Material (Misleading or Deceptive Information) 

Action taken and responded 

11 October 2020 Allegation of potential breach of the law - External 
Agency as Regulator - Advertising or Election 
Material (Misleading or Deceptive Information) 

Action taken and responded 

12 October 2020 Simple Complaint - Voting (Ballot Papers) Action taken and responded 

13 October 2020 Allegation of potential breach of the law - External 
Agency as Regulator - Advertising or Election 
Material (Calls and Text Messages) 

Response provided 

14 October 2020 Criticism - Enrolment (Ballot Papers) Action taken and responded 

15 October 2020 General Question - Voting (Ballot Papers) Action taken and responded 

16 October 2020 Complex Complaint - VEC Administration (Electoral 
Boundaries) 

Response provided 

16 October 2020 Criticism - VEC Administration (Ballot Papers) Action taken and responded 

17 October 2020 Complex Complaint - VEC Administration 
(Offensive Material) 

Action taken and responded 

18 October 2020 Allegation of potential breach of the law - External 
Agency as Regulator - VEC Administration 
(Candidate Statement or Questionnaire) 

Response provided 

19 October 2020 Simple Complaint - A Voting Centre or Election 
Office (Ballot Papers) 

Action taken and responded 

20 October 2020 Sensitive / Complex complaint  Response provided 

20 October 2020 Complex Complaint - Voting (Ballot Papers) Action taken and responded 
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24 October 2020 Complex Complaint - Voting (Postal Voting Process) Escalated for investigation and 
action 

29 October 2020 Criticism - A Voting Centre or Election Office 
(Scrutineers) 

Action taken and responded 

31 October 2020 Criticism - Voting (Results)  Response provided 

4 November 2020 Simple Complaint - Voting (Results)  Response provided 

5 November 2020 General Question - VEC Administration (VEC 
Procedures)  

Action taken and responded 
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OFFICIAL

8.9. OUTSTANDING QUESTION TIME ITEMS

Division: Executive Unit
Director: Evan King
Author/Position: Sophie Constable - Statutory Compliance Officer

PURPOSE 
 RECOMMENDATION

1. This report provides Council with an update of responses to questions taken on notice 
and outstanding unanswered questions from public question time.

BACKGROUND 
SE

2. The City of Ballarat Governance Rules, section 3.7.1 calls for a standard agenda item 
at each Council Meeting that reflects unanswered questions from question time. 

KEY MATTERS 

3. Nil

OFFICER RECOMMENDATION 

4. That Council:

4.1 Endorse the Outstanding Question Time report.

ATTACHMENTS 

1. Outstanding Question Time Items [8.9.1 - 1 page]
2. QT05/21 - Elisa Zentveld [8.9.2 - 1 page]
3. QT07/21 - Philippe Fernandez [8.9.3 - 1 page]
4. QT09/21 - Jay Morrison [8.9.4 - 2 pages]
5. QT10/21 - Chantelle Zentveld [8.9.5 - 1 page]
6. QT12/21 - Patrick Cook [8.9.6 - 2 pages]



Meeting Status Requested Question Officer Responsible Response

24/02/2021 
QT05/21

Closed Dr Elisa Zentveld

On January 30 2021, the Halliday report was reported in The Courier, flagging that culture 
and management must change. On the same day, BALC redundancies were reported. 
This strikes me as rather thoughtless timing; ironic in the face of a report signalling cultural 
problems. What care will Council take going forward to ensure proposed changes are 
handled in a more humane and thoughtful manner?

Evan King, Chief Executive Officer Evan King, Chief Executive Officer provided 
a written response (see attached)

24/03/2021 
Q07/21

Closed Philippe Fernandez

As part of the Bridge Mall Redevelopment has consideration been given too:
Providing a dedicated cycling lane through the area?

Creating space for a tram terminus as part of a return of a larger tram network in 
Ballarat? Noting this area was the location of the original Sturt St Tram Terminus.

Natalie Robertson, Director Development and 
Growth 

Natalie Robertson, Director Development 
and Growth provided a written response 
(see attached)

24/03/2021 
Q09/21 Closed Jay Morrison

Can Council please provide an update on the development and timeline of the report 
requested at the last Council meeting on the establishment of an LGBTIQA+ advisory 
committee and action plans?

Noting that a report on the establishment of an LGBTIQA+ advisory committee and action 
plans is to go to a future Council meeting, will Council fly the transgender pride flag from 
Town Hall on this 31st of March, being Transgender Day of Visibility?

Matthew Wilson, Director Community 
Wellbeing 

Matthew Wilson, Director Community 
Wellbeing provided a written response (see 
attached)

24/03/2021 
QT10/21 Closed Chantelle Zentveld 

Ballarat had the third-highest death rate on greyhound tracks amongst the whole nation 
last year, 11 on track deaths total. The recent death of Mudslide on the 24th of February 
on our local track caused me as a 16-year-old girl to fear for the animal welfare and long-
term reputation of our city. So, would council consider writing to Greyhound Racing 
Victoria to state that the unsafe tracks in Ballarat should be modified to reduce harm?

Natalie Robertson, Director Development and 
Growth 

Natalie Robertson, Director Development 
and Growth provided a written response 
(see attached)

24/03/2021 
QT12/21 Closed Patrick Cook We are already in a climate emergency. Immediate action is necessary. What action is 

Ballarat Council taking to achieve net zero carbon emissions by 2030?
Bridget Wetherall, Director Infrastructure and 
Environment 

Bridget Wetherall, Director Infrastructure 
and Environment provided a written 
response (see attached)

Outstanding Question Time Items 
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PO Box 655  Telephone: 03 5320 5500 
Ballarat Vic 3353  Facsimile: 03 5333 4061 
AUSTRALIA Email ballcity@ballarat.vic.gov.au  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dr Elisa Zentveld 
 
Email:               
 
 

Date: 11 April 2021 

Your ref:        QT05/21 

Enquiries:      (03) 5320 5500  

Direct Email: info@ballarat.vic.gov.au  

Dear Dr Zentveld, 
 

RE: Council Meeting QT05/21 
  
Thank you for attending the Council meeting on 24 February, 2021. 
  
Thanks also for your query regarding the timing of the Halliday report and the BALC 
redundancies.  Our staff are our priority at the City of Ballarat and we are committed to 
ensuring workplace change processes are conducted in a fair and reasonable manner, taking 
into account our legal obligations.  
  
Each change process is unique and takes into consideration staff feedback from consultation 
together with a number of other factors which may impact timing.  
  
We note your comments and thank you for raising your concerns about the sensitivities 
regarding redundancy announcements. 
  
If you have any further queries or comments please let us know.                               
                                 
 
Sincerely 
 
 
 
 
Evan King 
Chief Executive Officer  
City of Ballarat  
 
 

DocuSign Envelope ID: 02208938-39B2-4AD7-ACAF-416BF225B867
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PO Box 655    Telephone: 03 5320 5500 
Ballarat  Vic  3353   Facsimile: 03 5333 4061 
AUSTRALIA  

 
 
 
 
 
Philippe Fernandez 

 
Email:   
 
 

 

Date: 29 March 2021 

Our Ref: NR:kr 

Your Ref: QT07/21 

Enquiries: (61) 03 5320 5500 

Direct Email: info@ballarat.vic.gov.au

 
Dear Philippe, 

 
 

RE: OUTSTANDING QUESTION TIME ITEM – QT07/21 
 
 
Thank you for your questions.  
 
1. Within the Mall / Bridge Street, the low speed environment will allow bicycles to share the road 
space heading east. The wide pavement space allowed for with a one-lane traffic direction will 
also allow those cyclists going against the traffic flow to use that pavement for travel.   
 
2. At present, trams do not form part of the transport plan for the precinct and therefore a space 
for a tram terminus was not allowed for.  
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
 
Natalie Robertson 
Director Development and Growth 
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From: Helen McIntosh
To: Sophie Constable
Subject: FW: Response to Public Question at Council
Date: Monday, 29 March 2021 8:46:20 AM

Hi Sophie
 
Response to Jay Morrison below Q09/21
 
Helen McIntosh | Executive Assistant, Director Community Wellbeing

City of Ballarat | PO Box 655, Ballarat VIC 3353
 www.ballarat.vic.gov.au

City of Ballarat Logo

Sign up for news updates | Join us on Facebook | Have your say

The City of Ballarat acknowledges the Traditional Custodians of the land we live and work on, the
Wadawurrung and Dja Dja Wurrung People, and recognises their continuing connection to the land
and waterways. We pay our respects to their Elders past, present and emerging and extend this to all
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander People

Please consider the environment before printing this email.
From: Matthew Wilson <matthewwilson@ballarat.vic.gov.au> 
Sent: Sunday, 28 March 2021 8:50 PM
To:
Cc: Helen McIntosh <helenmcintosh@ballarat.vic.gov.au>
Subject: Response to Public Question at Council
 
Dear Jay,
 
Thank you for submitting your two questions at the Council Meeting on Wednesday 24 March
2021.
 
I am pleased to write to you on behalf of Council with the responses to your questions.
 
Response to question one.
The report providing options for Council on the establishment of an LGBTIQA+ advisory
committee will be tabled at the Ordinary Meeting of Council on 28 April 2021.
 
Response to question two.
My understanding is that Council’s Civic Support team has contacted you regarding the raising of
the Transgender Pride Flag on the community flag pole. Please let me know if I can assist you in
any way with your discussions with Civic Support.
 
My mobile number is  if you are needing to contact me via phone.
 
Regards
Matt
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Matthew Wilson | Director Community Wellbeing

City of Ballarat | PO Box 655, Ballarat VIC 3353
www.ballarat.vic.gov.au
City of Ballarat Logo

Sign up for news updates | Join us on Facebook | Have your say

The City of Ballarat acknowledges the Traditional Custodians of the land we live and work on, the
Wadawurrung and Dja Dja Wurrung People, and recognises their continuing connection to the land
and waterways. We pay our respects to their Elders past, present and emerging and extend this to all
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander People

Please consider the environment before printing this email.
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PO Box 655    Telephone: 03 5320 5500 
Ballarat  Vic  3353   Facsimile: 03 5333 4061 
AUSTRALIA  

 
 
 
 
 
Chantelle Zentveld 

 
Email:   
 
 

 

Date: 29 March 2021 

Our Ref: NR:kr 

Your Ref: QT10/21 

Enquiries: (61) 03 5320 5500 

Direct Email: info@ballarat.vic.gov.au

 
Dear Chantelle, 

 
 

RE: OUTSTANDING QUESTION TIME ITEM – QT10/21 
 
 
Thank you for your question.  
 
Council have reached out to the manager of the animal welfare unit with GRV for more information 
regarding this as an issue and what is being done to correct it. 
 
The Animal Services team had been closely following all the legislative changes that have 
occurred over the last several years and believe that the regulations are a significant improvement 
on the regulations in comparison to a decade ago, however this is still a long way to go.  
  
The deaths of racing greyhounds on the track are absolutely devastating and  we are already 
working on improving the welfare component as much as possible by allowing greyhounds to be 
rehomed through our shelter, offering support and constantly making the state government aware 
of our stance on the situation. 
  
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
 
Natalie Robertson 
Director Development and Growth 
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PO Box 655    Telephone: 03 5320 5500 
Ballarat  Vic  3353   Facsimile: 03 5333 4061 
AUSTRALIA  

 
 
 

 
Mr Patrick Cook 
Email:  
 
 

 

Date: 31 March 2021 

Our Ref: BW:ctt:bk 

Your Ref: QT12/21 

Enquiries: (61) 03 5320 5500 

Email: info@ballarat.vic.gov.au

Dear Mr Cook  
 

RE:  PUBLIC QUESTION 12/21 NET ZERO EMISSIONS  
 
I refer to your question asked at the Council meeting held on Wednesday 24 March 2021 as 
follows: “We are already in a climate emergency. Immediate action is necessary. What action 
is Ballarat Council taking to achieve net zero carbon emissions by 2030?” 
 
During the 21 November 2018 council meeting Council acknowledged the Climate 
Emergency and the need for urgent action by all levels of government, including local 
councils, to reduce carbon emissions. The City of Ballarat’s Carbon Neutrality and 100% 
Renewables Action Plan (the Action Plan) was subsequently developed and adopted by 
Council in 2019. The Action Plan contains almost 60 actions to reduce the City of Ballarat’s 
corporate greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions while also providing community support to 
achieve carbon emission reductions. 
 
The City of Ballarat has been instrumental in many renewable energy initiatives as either 
directly (project lead, sponsor) or indirectly (facilitator, advocacy). These include a 300-
kilowatt solar park at the Ballarat Airfield, a 780-kilowatt generator at the landfill fuelled by 
methane and more than 150 kilowatts of solar on City of Ballarat facilities, which is collectively 
the equivalent of about 900 homes. In the past few years we have seen the installation of 
solar electricity on low income households,  and the installation of a 30-megawatt battery 
storage complex (equivalent to 20,000 homes) at Warrenheip improving stability of the grid 
when commissioned and as more renewable energy comes online. Together with a 
significant number of other councils in Victoria, the City of Ballarat is negotiating a Power 
Purchase Agreement to secure an electricity supply from a renewable energy source for the 
Council’s facilities. 
 
Waste management has been continuously improved over the years. Kerbside green waste 
service was introduced to Ballarat in 2016, resulting in reduced contamination in general 
waste bins and approximately 4,000 tonnes less waste going to landfill each year. This 
increased Councils diversion rate from landfill to above 50%, which is above the Victorian 
average, and has reduced greenhouse gas emissions from landfill, as well as providing 
organic products for use in the City of Ballarat environmental restoration programs. 
 
The City of Ballarat recognises the importance of urban forestry in our climate actions. The 
original greening Ballarat project began in the late 1980s and triggered a plethora of 
environmental programs, most notably the vested management of the Yarrowee River with 
the City of Ballarat in the 1990s from the State Government. This renewed mindset is 
embedded today through, for example, our Open Space Strategy, Tree Management Plan 
and Landscape Design Manual which influence management and development of the city, 
and through the Urban Forest Strategy with a target of 40% canopy cover. 
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2. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
There are also other ongoing initiatives undertaken by the Council that will enhance our 
climate emergency efforts. Ballarat’s streetlighting is receiving a major upgrade with 6,750 
lights being replaced by energy efficient LEDs along our smaller residential roads. Further to 
our recent environmentally sustainable development (ESD) assessments at our social 
infrastructure facilities, the identified sustainability measures will be implemented to not only 
improve efficiency in energy use, but also cater for the needs for most vulnerable sectors of 
our community. In 2021 we are also expecting to add behind the meter solar of approximately 
100 kilowatts to a number of community facilities. 
 
The Council meeting on 23 March 2021 agreed to initiate the process of developing 
community-wide net-zero emissions, including setting aspirational targets for whole of the 
city.  Setting the community net-zero emissions target will be the important initial step phase.  
Subsequently, a plan to deliver the identified projects to reduce the community’s emissions 
will be developed. The target will be the basis for determining which sectors and sources of 
emissions are to be prioritised, and how the work will be done to reduce the emissions. The 
Council will work in collaboration with the community towards achieving net zero carbon 
emissions for the whole city. 
 
Please contact Ching Tiong Tan, Council’s Sustainability Officer – Carbon Neutrality, on 

 or  if you wish to discuss this matter further. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Bridget Wetherall 
Director Infrastructure and Environment 
 
CC: Mayor and Councillors 

 Civic Support 
 Agenda Preparation 
 Ching Tiong Tan, Sustainability Officer - Carbon Neutrality 

Council Meeting Agenda 8.9.6

239



Council Meeting Agenda

240

OFFICIAL

OFFICIAL

9. NOTICE OF MOTION 

9.1. EMERGENCY RELIEF FUNDS AINARO, TIMOR-LESTE 

I hereby give notice that at the Council Meeting on 28 April 2021 I will propose the following 
motion:

That Council:

1. Provide to the Ainaro community via partnership of the Ballarat Friends of 
Ainaro Advisory Committee / Ballarat Ainaro Community Development 
Organisation Incorporated, the sum of $5,000 to assist with emergency relief 
support following cyclone Seroja. 

ATTACHMENTS 

1. D-21-33625 Notice of Motion - Cr Eddy - Ainaro 20.04.21 [9.1.1 - 4 pages]
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10. REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES/COUNCILLORS 

11. URGENT BUSINESS

12. SECTION 66 (IN CAMERA)

Nil

13. CLOSE
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