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Midvale will grow to become an important Large Neighbourhood 
Activity Centre. The Centre will serve the existing community, as well 
as residents across the Canadian Valley, the population of which 
is expected to increase significantly over the strategy’s timeframe. 
The Centre will build on its proximity to schools and other important 
community assets such as the Canadian Creek Reserve to become a 
‘hub’ for community services and facilities (such as maternal and child 
health centres), as well as providing access to an increased range 
of food shopping and other personal services. Current uses of the 
Centre such as the gym, will be built upon by the provision of cafes, 
and possibly even a restaurant over time, to increase the use of the 
Centre into the evening. Additional medium density development will be 
provided around the Centre and will ideally link the Centre to the creek 
corridor. Some ‘home office’ or small business premises may develop 
around or within the Centre over time. 

implementation
The existing Business 1 Zoning is considered appropriate, however, 
the Centre should be expanded to accommodate for future growth. 
Whilst all areas within the Centre’s boundary do not need to be 
zoned for business uses, and indeed, some areas within the Centre’s 
boundary are specifically recommended for medium density residential 
development, some additional rezoning of land would be beneficial to 
the ongoing development of this Centre.
The boundary shown in this action plan indicates the Centre will be 
expanding to both the north and to the east across the Midland Highway 
over time. As such the land to the north may need to rezoned in the 
medium term, however, no changes to the current zoning regime are 
recommended in the short term.

public realm improvements
▪▪ Construct a wide public footpath along the west side of Geelong 

Road between the IGA supermarket and Cartledge Street.
▪▪ Provide community notice boards as part of the development of any 

community services hub, as well as informal spaces for users of the 
Centre to gather, including child play areas.

▪▪ Ensure physical integration between retail, residential and community 
uses through well defined and wide paths with shade trees and a 
series of designated pedestrian crossings on Geelong Road and 
Whitehorse Road.

▪▪ Provide bicycle parking and a network of connected pedestrian paths 
within the B1Z with weather protection.

▪▪ Improve street tree planting throughout the Centre and link in with the 
landscape treatments in surrounding residential areas building on the 
image of a ‘rural’ landscape theme.

▪▪ Construct a pedestrian and bicycle link between the Centre and the 
Canadian Creek.

▪▪ Upgrade the intersection of Geelong Road, Whitehorse Road and 
Recreation Road with legible, convenient and safe pedestrian crossings.

private realm improvements
▪▪ Encourage development in the Business 1 Zone providing a 

continuous retail frontage to Geelong Road and Whitehorse Road.
▪▪ Encourage additional car parking to be located at the rear of 

buildings away from the primary pedestrian routes of Geelong 
Road and Whitehorse Road.

▪▪ Encourage redevelopment of land to the east of the Midland 
Highway which incorporates consolidated residential development 
and investigate the opportunity to create active frontage to 
Geelong Road (i.e. retail, business services or home offices).  

▪▪ Investigate opportunities to achieve a pedestrian and bicycle link 
between the Centre and the Canadian Creek.

▪▪ Treat blank side walls visible from streets with landscaping or 
visually interesting painted surfaces.  

▪▪ New buildings should avoid the development of blank side and 
rear walls through fenestration, material treatments and where 
appropriate varying buildings setbacks. 

key actions
▪▪ Undertake a structure planning process including redefinition of 

the Centre’s boundary, including consideration of the expansion of 
the Centre to the north to include currently vacant land along the 
Geelong Main Road. The plan could consider:
▪▪ The appropriate final boundary for this Activity Centre;
▪▪ Connections from the rear car park to the retail areas;
▪▪ Additional medium density residential development proximate to the 

centre; and
▪▪ A café and children’s play area within the centre.

▪▪ Investigation of the establishment of a community services hub 
within or in close proximity to the Centre.

▪▪ Work with transport providers to improve the provision of public 
transport access to this Centre.

future floorspace
The future floorspace (sqm NLA) for Midvale to 2030 includes an 
indicative net additional:

 2015 2020 2025 2030 Total
Retail            -   500            -   500      1,000 
Commercial            -   1,500            -   1,000      2,500 
Special Use            -   2,500            -   2,500      5,000 
Total  
Floorspace            -   4,500            -   4,000      8,500 

FUTURE ROLE: LARGE NEIGHBOURHOOD ACTIVITY CENTRE


